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OUGHT     EMIGRATION     FROM     IRELAND 
TO     BE     ASSISTED? 

Contemporary    Review,     March,     1882. 
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March,  1882. 


EMIGBATION     FBOM    IEELAND. 


BY 

J.    H.    TUKE. 


THE  public  mind  in  regard  to  Ireland  has  for  some  months  been 
so  entirely  absorbed  in  questions  affecting  the  suppression 
of  crime  and  disorder  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  action  of  the  Land 
Courts  as  affecting  landlord  and  tenant 'on  the  other,  that  there 
has  been  no  chance  of  a  hearing  for  any  suggestions  or  plans  in 
reference  to  other  remedies  which  the  Land  Act  sought  to  apply  for 
the  amelioration  or  permanent  improvement  of  the  condition  of  the 
Irish  people.  ~No  doubt,  questions  affecting  the  relations  of  the  cul- 
tivator to  the  soil  in  a  country  in  which  four-fifths  of  the  popu- 
lation are  engaged  in  or  dependent  on  agriculture  must  have  a 
paramount  claim  to  attention.  It  does  not  follow,  however,  that 
the  other  remedies,  small  as  they  may  appear  relatively  to  the 
chief  one,  ought  to  be  overlooked.  Even  outside  the  Land  Act 
there  are,  as  it  seems  to  me,  other  and  quite  legitimate  ways  in 
which  the  Government  might — nay,  must  at  some  not  far  distant 
day — seek  to  mitigate  the  present  evils. 

Foremost  among  these  I  should  place  the  formation  in  the  West 
Coast  district  of  Light  Railways  or  Steam  Tramways  in  connection 
with  the  greater  lines  running  from  the  East  to  the  West  of  the 
island.  Those  who  have  travelled  much  in  the  West  of  Ireland 
know  from  experience  how  great  an  expense  of  time  and  how 
much  bodily  fatigue  has  to  be  undergone  by  any  one  who  would 
really  see  the  country.  A  journey  of  thirty  or  sixty  miles  a  day 
for  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks  on  an  outside  car,  as  is  often 
needful,  is,  in  fact,  a  greater  strain  upon  the  system  than  a 
journey  from  England  to  Manitoba.  Still  more  serious  is  the 
absence  of  ordinary  facilities  of  communication  for  those 
who  may  unhappily  be  called  upon  to  administer  justice,  or 
form  part  of  a  flying  squadron.  But  even  these  evils,  being 
occasional,  are  not  so  serious  as  the  economic  injury  permanently 
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sustained  by  the  population  owing  to  their  great  distance  from  markets, 
and  the  consequent  loss  both  in  time  and  in  value  of  produce. 

Thus  I  have  known  poultry  eaten  as  the  cheapest  animal  food  for  the 
poor,  and  turbot  as  the  cheapest  fish,  while  eggs  were  selling  at  the 
rate  of  Sd.  or  lOd.  per  score,  in  the  depth  of  winter,  in  the  north- 
west counties,  though  worth  \\d.  and  2d.  each  in  Dublin  or  Liverpool. 
More  than  half  of  the  population  of  Donegal,  Mayo,  Galway,  and  other 
districts,  are  practically  out  of  reach  of  any  railways  for  their  produce, 
being  at  distances  of  from  20  to  50  miles  from  the  nearest  station. 

How  inadequately  many  counties  are  provided  with  means  of  com- 
munication may  be*  shown  by  stating  that  in  the  county  of  Galway, 
which  is  as  large  as  Devonshire,  84  by  62  miles  in  length  and  breadth, 
there  are  only  82  miles  of  railway,  and  in  Mayo- — a  county  of  the  size 
of  Norfolk — not  more  than  70, 

The  importance  of  promoting  the  planting  of  timber  ought  also  to 
be  carefully  noted.  Loans  at  a  low  rate  to  proprietors  for  this  purpose 
would  be  of  great  service.  The  needful  drainage  of  the  land  and  plant- 
ing and  fencing  of  young  plantations  would  employ  a  large  amount 
of  labour,  and  gradually  the  supply  of  timber  would  prove  a  source  of 
great  wealth  to  the  remote  hilly  districts  where  little  else  than  heather 
now  grows,  and  in  which,  whenever  the  bog  is  cut,  the  trunks  of  trees 
of  former  generations  may  be  seen. 

Eut  great  as  are  the  benefits  likely  to  result  both  from  increased  facili- 
ties for  transit  and  from  the  planting  of  timber,  they  can  only  be  very 
gradually  realized,  and,  so  far  as  the  formation  of  railways  is  concerned, 
can  only  supply  labour  in  certain  localities  and  for  a  limited  time. 

The  question  of  paramount  importance  at  the  present  moment  is  that 
of  Emigration — a  question  dealt  with  indeed,  but  most  imperfectly,  by 
the  Land  Act. 

Looking  at  the  extreme  impoverishment  of  certain  districts,  espe- 
cially those  on  the  West  coast,  it  has  again  and  again  been  pointed 
out  that  the  condition  of  a  population  attempting  to  obtain  a  liveli- 
hood upon  very  small  holdings  of  land  is  such  that  neither  owner- 
ship nor  non-payment  of  rent  would  help  them.  The  normal  state 
of  a  population  living  with  their  cows  and  pigs,  or  horses  and  asses,  is 
so  deplorable  that  it  is  impossible  to  allow  them  to  remain  as  they  are — 
always  on  the  verge  of  destitution,  and  in  bad  seasons  in  an  actual  state 
of  starvation. 

Writing  on  this  subject  when  visiting  Ireland  in  the  winter  of  1880, 
I  remarked  :*  « In  connection  with  this  part  of  the  subject  it  is  of  the 
utmost  importance  to  recognize  the  fact  that  farms  under  ten,  fifteen,  or 
twenty  acres,  according  to  their  quality,  are  too  small  to  support  a  family. 
Jt  matters  not  whether  a  tenant  has  fixity  of  tenure  or,  being  a  peasant 
proprietor,  has  no  rent  to  pay ;  he  cannot,  unless  he  has  some  other 
source  of  income,  live  and  bring  up   a  family  on  a  small  farm  under 

*   "  Irish  Distress  and  its  Remedies,"  p.  91,  5th  edition.     London:   Ridgway. 
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ten  or  fifteen  acres,  such  as  form  so  large  a  proportion  of  the  holdings 
in  the  West  of  Ireland." 

It  was  clearly  seen  by  many  of  those  who  are  the  true  friends  ©f 
Ireland  and  supported  the  passing  of  the  Land  Act,  that  it  could  not 
materially  help  the  very  large  number  of  families  who  are  thus  attempt- 
ing the  impossible,  and  whose  existence  creates  the  ever-recurring  cry  of 
distress  or  famine,  and  its  consequent  discontent  and  crime. 

How  very  large  is  the  number  of  such  families  is  shewn  by  a  reference 
to  the  "  Returns  of  Agricultural  Holdings  for  Ireland"  for  1880,  compiled 
by  the  Local  Government  Board.  From  these  we  find  that  there  were 
in  the  whole  of  Ireland  660,000  holdings.  Of  these,  in  round  numbers, 
one-third,  or  218,200,  were  valued  at  £4  and  under,  whilst  196,000,  or 
nearly  another  third,  were  valued  under  £10  and  above  £4.  So  that 
415,000,  or  very  nearly  two-thirds  of  the  whole  agricultural  holdings  in 
Ireland,  are  under  £10  a  year  in  valuation,  though  by  no  means  in  rent. 

That  a  rental  of  £1  *per  Irish  acre  for  arable  or  for  pasture  land 
would  not  be  an  excessive  estimate  for  the  whole  of  Ireland  mav,  I 
think,  be  accepted  ;  but  the  Poor  Law  or  Griffith's  valuation  is  usually 
25  to  50  or  100  or  more  per  cent,  below  the  actual  rent ;  and  it  would 
be  very  misleading  to  speak  of  415,000  holdings  at  or  under  £10  valuation, 
as  only  representing  a  similar  number  of  acres.  Reference  to  other 
Tables  of  Statistics  (Ireland)  shows  that  there  are  in  Ireland  280,500 
holdings  of  not  more  than  15  acres  in  extent ;  and  we  believe  it  would 
not  be  an  over-estimate  to  place  the  number  of  occupiers  of  land,  who 
are  without  other  means  of  living  than  holdings  of  from  1  to  10  acres 
chiefly  of  poor  bog  land,  at  200,000,  representing  one  million  persons 
at  least. 

We  know  also  that  at  least  one  million  persons  were  assisted  during 
the  period  of  sharp  suffering  in  1880. 

But  it  is  when  we  examine  into  the  figures  relating  to  the  Western 
counties  that  their  extreme  poverty  becomes  really  apparent.  If  we  take 
five  counties  bordering  on  the  Atlantic — Donegal,  Mayo,  Gal  way,  Clare, 
and  Kerry, — and  look  at  the  relative  size  of  the  holdings  in  these  counties, 
as  shown  in  the  table  on  p.  697,  and  bear  in  mind  also  the  opinion, 
strongly  endorsed  by  the  Roman  Catholic  Bishops  and  clergy,  as  well 
as  by  persons  engaged  in  agriculture,  that  the  holder  of  less  than  15 
acres  cannot  maintain  a  family  in  any  degree  of  comfort,  we  cannot 
feel  surprised  that  these  counties  furnished  the  largest  number  of  appli- 
cants for  assistance,  and  are  now  steeped  in  debt  and  imperatively  call 
for  aid  for  Emigration. 

These  figures  show  that  a  population  of  little  over  a  million  is  living 
upon  158,000  holdings,  of  which  no  less  than  77,200,  or  nearly  one  half, 
are  rated  under  £4 ;  whilst  47,800,  or  nearly  another  one-third  of  the 
whole,  are  rated  at  £10  and  under — making  together  125,000,  or  four- 
fifths  of  the  whole  number. 

It  may,  I  think,  be  safely  estimated  that  a  very  large  proportion  of 
the    occupants   of   the   77,200    holdings    rated   under   £4   in   the   five 
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counties   belong   to   the    class    alluded   to   as  living   in  debt,  filth,  and 
wretchedness. 

Look  also  at  the  facts  as  disclosed  in  the  three  following  Unions : — 

In  the  Clifden  Union  (co.  Galway)  there  are  4,027  holdings,  of  which 
3,246  are  rated  under  £4,  and  the  total  acres  under  tillage  do  not 
exceed  10,600 — of  which  4,900  are  under  potatoes  and  other  root  crops, 
and  3,100  are  under  oats  and  rye,  and  the  remainder  in  grass,  clover,  &c. 

In  the  Belmullet  Union  (co.  Mayo)  there  are  3,500  holdings,  of 
which  3,068  are  rated  under  £4,  and  the  total  acres  under  tillage  do 
not  exceed  9,500  acres,  of  which  4,000  are  in  potatoes,  and  4,600  in 
oats,  rye,  &c. 

In  Glenties  Union  (co.  Donegal)  there  are  7,055  holdings,  of  which 
5,577  are  rated  under  <£4,  and  the  total  acreage  under  tillage  does  not 
exceed  17,200,  of  which  9,600  are  in  potatoes,  &c,  and  7,600  in 
oats,  &c. 

Through  the  kindness  of  my  friend,  Mr.  H.  A.  Robinson,  of  West- 
port,  the  Local  Government  Inspector  for  the  counties  of  Mayo  and 
Galway,  I  am  able  to  present  returns  of  the  actual  condition  of  the 
tenants  in  three  townlands  in  Mayo,  which  he  has  selected  as  fairly 
representing  "  thousands  of  families  similarly  situated  throughout  these 
counties."     (See  p.  699.) 

From  these  figures  it  will  be  seen  that  in  each  case  the  total  value  of 
the  saleable  stock  upon  the  townlands  hardly  equals  the  total  in- 
debtedness. 

What  a  picture  of  destitution  is  here  exhibited  !  Surely  this  is  a 
condition  of  society  which  no  statesman  ought  to  ignore ;  which  no 
moralist  or  political  economist  can  contemplate  without  alarm,  no 
philanthropist  without  seeking  to  remedy  or  alleviate  it. 

It  would  be  misleading  in  the  extreme  to  suggest  or  infer  that  people 
so  steeped  in  debt  represent  the  average  condition  of  Ireland,  or  that 
there  are  not,  even  in  the  midst  of  this  destitution,  larger  and  better 
farms  and  well-to-do  tenants ;  but  the  fact  no  less  remains  that  there  are 
thousands  of  other  families  equally  impecunious,  equally  impoverished, 
and,  if  evicted  from  their  homes,  equally  without  any  resource  or  hope 
of  shelter  or  support  other  than  that  which  the  dreaded  workhouse  offers. 

If  further  evidence  be  needed,  it  can  readily  be  obtained.  The  Local 
Government  officials  could  at  once,  if  required,  furnish  volumes  of 
evidence  similar  to  that  already  given.  But  I  believe  it  will  almost 
universally  be  admitted  that  it  is  not  evidence,  so  much  as  an  evident 
course  of  action,  that  is  needed  at  this  juncture. 

It  may  well  be  asked,  Does  the  Land  Act  apply  any  remedy  which 
will,  however  slowly,  raise  the  condition  of  these  people  ?  W7ill  reduc- 
tion of  rent,  or  fixity  of  tenure,  or  facilities  for  purchase,  or  the  loan 
clause,  be  of  avail  to  convert  a  miserable  and  destitute  population — some 
say  the  most  miserable  and  destitute  population  on  the  face  of  the  earth — 
into  a  prosperous  and  contented  one  ?  „ 

But  granted  for  a  moment  that  these  clauses  might  ultimately  operate 
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for  the  benefit  of  the  people,  it  is  at  the  outset  incumbent  upon  us  to 
ask,  How  can  the  3J  years  of  arrears  of  rent,  and  the  incubus  of  debt 
which  has  been  shown  to  exist,  be  cleared  off  ? 

The  Arrears  clause  of  the  Land  Act  enacted  that  tenants  wishing 
to  apply  for  its  benefits  should  pay  or  settle  with  the  landlord  for  the 
year  prior  to  the  passing  of  the  Act,  and  then  that  the  landlord  and  tenant 
might  jointly  apply  for  a  loan  not  exceeding  one  year's  rent,  to  be  repaid 
over  a  term  of  years,  all  other  arrears  being  swept  away.  But  this  clause 
was  in  force  for  six  months  only,  and  has  now  most  unfortunately  expired. 
The  re-enactment  of  the  Arrears  clause  seems  to  me  essential,  but  it  must 
also  be  made  wider  in  its  scope  before  either  landlords  or  tenants  can  avail 
themselves  of  it  as  freely  as  is  needed. 

On  referring  to  the  figures  in  the  foregoing  tables,  we  shall  notice  a 
remarkable  similarity  in  the  condition  of  the  three  counties  of  Donegal, 
Mayo,  and  Galway,  Donegal  being  the  best,  relatively,  both  as  regards 
acreage  under  cultivation  and  the  proportion  per  acre  to  the  population. 
Indeed,  no  one  who  is  acquainted  with  the  eastern  half  of  Donegal — 
from  Letterkenny  to  Stranorlar  or  Londonderry,  for  example — will 
have  failed  to  notice  the  contrast  with  the  western  half.  Just  as, 
broadly,  we  may  divide  Ireland  into  east  and  west,  for  comfort  or 
misery,  so  it  is  with  Donegal.  This  of  course  makes  the  average  size 
of  the  holdings  in  the  western,  half  even  smaller.  And  it  would  not, 
I  think,  be  unfair  to  estimate  the  6,200  holdings  in  Donegal  above 
£10  valuation  at  an  average  of  20  acres  per  holding.  This  would 
take  124,000  acres  out  of  the  total  of  231,000  under  cultivation, 
leaving  107,000  acres  for  the  remaining  31,800  holdings,  varying  from 
£1  to  £10  valuation ;  or,  in  other  words,  about  3 J  acres  per  holding. 
Applying  the  same  rule  to  Mayo,  we  should  have  an  average  of  2f 
acres,  and  in  Galway  of  2J  acres  per  holding  under  tillage. 

Small  as  these  quantities  may  appear,  it  will  be  seen  on  reference  to 
the  instances  previously  given,  taken  from  actual  estates,  that  in  one 
case  25  families  were  endeavouring  to  live  on  a  total  of  68  acres  of 
tillage,  or  2|  acres  only  in  each  holding  ;  and  in  another  instance  29 
families  had  63  acres,  or  about  2  J  each ;  and  in  the  others,  although 
the  acreage  is  so  much  greater,  owing  to  a  large  quantity  of  bog  land 
being  included,  the  amount  of  land  cultivated  was  not  larger. 

What,  then,  is  the  remedy  ?  For  a  people  so  deeply  indebted  as 
the  majority  of  this  poor  class  of  tenants  are,  the  purchase  of  their 
holdings  is  an  impossibility — the  payment  in  cash  of  one-fourth  of  the 
purchase-money  is  clearly  beyond  their  power,  and  to  borrow  it  of  the 
gombeen  man  is  merely  to  add  to  the  clog  which,  sooner  or  later,  will 
certainly  drown  them  in  the  swamp  of  debt. 

What,  then,  remains  ?  Reclamation  of  waste  lands,  and  consequent 
employment  of  the  people  ?  Over  and  over  again  it  has  been  pointed 
out  that  "reclamation"  is  too  costly ;  that  to  expend  from  £15  to 
£20  an  acre   on  reclamation,  in  addition  to  the  first  cost  of  the  land 
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for  the  15  or  20  acres  required  to  support  a  family,  with  the  needful 
outlay  for  buildings,  is  an  utterly  unprofitable  investment ;  a  game  which 
a  rich  man  may  enjoy,  but  which  an  investor  will  shrink  from.  And 
now  that  good  arable  land,  with  homestead,  may  be  purchased  in 
England  at  £25  or  £30  per  acre,  the  chances  are  still  less  in  favour  of 
an  Irish  investment,  to  say  nothing  of  the  ill  odour  which  Irish  tenants 
have  brought  upon  themselves  by  the  "  No  Rent"  cry. 

Must,  then,  this  mass  of  misery  be  left  to  fester,  sending  up  its 
malaria  of  discontent,  leaving  the  contagion  to  spread  over  the  whole 
of  the  British  Islands  ?     Policy  and  humanity  alike  forbid. 

Coming  then,  again,  to  Emigration  as  a  means  for,  at  least,  partially 
remedying  the  evil,  it  seems  important  to  consider  :— -? 

1st.    What  is  Emigration  at  present  doing  for  these  districts  ? 

2nd.  What  facilities  does  the  Land  Act  give  ? 

3rd.    What  aid  or  assistance  has  the  State  previously  given  ? 

As  to  the  first  question.  It  may  be  stated  that,  out  of  the  95,857 
persons  who  emigrated  from  Ireland  in  1880,  3,400  only  were  from 
Donegal,  and  that  Mayo  and  Galway  and  the  rest  of  Connaught  con- 
tributed little  over  one-fifth  of  the  whole,  or  20,549  persons.  The  total 
numbers  emigrating  in  1881  were  considerably  less  (78,400),  but  there  is 
no  reason  for  supposing  that  in  that  year,  as  in  the  past  28  years,  the 
more  prosperous  counties  did  not  contribute  the  larger  percentage ;  want 
of  funds  being,  no  doubt,  the  cause  of  this  anomaly.  It  therefore 
follows  that  the  districts  most  needing  relief  have  not  hitherto  found  it 
in  Emigration,  owing,  doubtless,  to  the  lack  of  means. 

As  to  the  second  question,  What  assistance  does  the  Land  Act  offer 
for  Emigration  ?  I  think  the  words  of  the  Emigration  Clause  are  the 
best  answer.     They  are  as  follows : — 

u  32.  The  Land  Commission  may,  from  time  to  time,  with  the  concurrence  of 
the  Treasury,  and  on  being  satisfied  that  a  sufficient  number  of  people  in  any 
district  desire  to  emigrate,  enter  into  agreements  with  any  person  or  persons 
having  authority  to  contract  on  behalf  of  any  state,  or  colony,  or  public  body, 
or  public  company,  with  whose  constitution  and  security  the  Land  Commission 
may  be  satisfied,  for  the  advance  by  the  Commission  by  way  of  loan,  out  of 
the  moneys  in  their  hands,  of  such  sums  as  the  Commission  may  think  it  desirable 
to  expend  in  assisting  emigration,  especially  of  families  from  the  poorer  and 
more  thickly  populated  districts  of  Ireland.  Such  agreements  shall  contain  such 
provisions  relative  to  the  mode  of  the  application  of  the  loans  and  the  securing 
and  repayment  thereof  to  the  Commission,  and  for  securing  the  satisfactory  ship- 
ment, transport,  and  reception  of  the  emigrants,  and  for  other  purposes,  as  the 
Commission  with  the  concurrence  of  the -Treasury  approve.  Such  loans  shall  be 
made  repayable  within  the  periods  and  at  the  rate  of  interest  within  and  at  which 
advances  by  the  Board  of  Works  for  the  purpose  of  the  reclamation  or  improve- 
ment of  land  are  directed  by  this  Act  to  be  made  repayable  :  Provided  always 
that  there  shall  not  be  expended  by  virtue  of  the  authority  hereby  given  a 
greater  sum  than  two  hundred  thousand  pounds  in  all,  nor  a  greater  sum  than 
one-third  part  thereof  in  any  single  year." 

Can  any  one  who  reads  this  carefully  doubt  that  the  opposition 
vol.  xli.  3  c 
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given  to  emigration  by  the  Irish  party  in  the  House  has,  in  this 
case,  almost,  if  not  quite,  stultified  the  measure?  All  that  the  Act 
offers  is  a  loan  of  money  on  good  security,  repayable  over  a  term  of 
years,  not  to  exceed  £66,000  in  any  one  year !  There  are  few  public 
companies  in  London  who  have  moneys  to  invest  who  could  not  offer 
the  same.  It  will  be  noticed  also  that  the  "  public  body"  which  borrows 
has  to  undertake  all  the  risks  of  collection,  as  well  as  to  make  satisfactory 
arrangements  for  the  transport  and  reception  of  the  emigrants.  Who, 
then,  will  be  surprised  to  hear  that  no  loans  have  been  placed,  that 
the  clause  is,  in  fact,  a  dead  letter,  and  that  no  applications  have  been 
seriously  entertained,  still  less  granted  ? 

As  to  the  third  question,  What  aid  or  assistance  has  the  State  pre- 
viously given  to  emigration  ?  It  may  be  stated  that  there  are  several 
section's  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Act  which  empower  Guardians  to  give 
assistance  for  this  object. 

No.  1.  "  Section  51  enacts  that  the  Commissioners  may  direct  the  Guardians 
to  raise  such  sum  not  exceeding  Is.  in  the  £  yearly  for  the  purpose  of  assisting 
emigration  of  poor  persons  resident  in  the  Union  to  the  British  Colonies —  such 
amounts  to  be  a  charge  on  future  rates  extending  over  five  years. 

No.  2.  u  Section  18  empowers  Unions  to  assist  destitute  persons  who  actually 
ai*e  or  have  been  inmates  of  the  house  to  emigrate  to  the  Colonies — charging 
the  same  to  the  electoral  division  to  which  the  parties  were  chargeable.  Such 
rate  not  to  exceed  6d.  in  the  £. 

No.  8.  u  Another  section  provides  that  if  it  is  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Guardians  that  any  occupier  of  land  at  or  below  £d,  whether  on  the  rates  or 
not,  shall  be  willing  to  give  up  his  right  and  possession  of  the  land  to  his  landlord 
and  to  emigrate  with  his  family,  and  the  said  landlord  willing  to  pay  two-thirds  of 
the  cost  of  emigration,  then  the  electoral  division  may  find  the  remainder. 

No.  4.  "  A  further  section  enacts  that  the  benefit  of  assisting  emigration  may 
be  extended  to  all  destitute  poor  persons  not  being  and  not  having  been  inmates 
of  the  workhouse ;  and,  still  further  power  is  given  to  unions  to  borrow  and  raise 
loans  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  emigration  of  poor  persons  resident  within  the 
Union  upon  security  of  the  rates.  Further,  it  is  provided  the  loans  may  be 
charged  on  the  rates  by  debentures  limiting  the  amount  to  lis.  8d.  in  the  £  on 
the  clear  value  of  the  electoral  division — such  loans  repayable  in  seven  annual 
instalments. 

No.  5.  "A.^ further  clause  extends  the  places  (previously  limited  to  British 
Colonies)  to  which  emigrants  may  be  assisted  to  any  foreign  State." 

This  completes,  so  far  as  we  know,  the  whole  of  the  assistance  in  any 
way  previously  offered.  The  expense  was  intended  to  be  repaid  from 
the  rates,  either  yearly  or  by  loans  at  very  short  periods,  thus  rendering 
the  burden  a  very  onerous  one  to  the  Union  or  electoral  division.  Such 
being  the  case,  we  can  hardly  be  surprised  that  the  total  number  in 
Ireland  assisted  to  emigrate  in  the  10  years  1871-1880  has  not  exceeded 
4,600  persons  (varying  from  148  to  864  per  annum),  and  that  the  total 
amount  expended  has  not  been  more  than  £12,570,  or  460  persons 
yearly  at  a  cost  of  £1257, — say  £2  15s.  per  head.  In  1881  the  number 
increased  to  1314  persons,  and  the  cost  to  £3,482. 

The  insignificance  of  the  aid  thus  rendered  will  ba  at  once  made 
evident  by   recalling  the  fact  that  in  the  same  decade  (1871-80)  more 
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than  600,000  persons    emigrated  from  Ireland,  and  in   the   year   1880 
nearly  100,000. 

It  might  be  supposed  that  the  emigration  clause  in  the  Land  Act 
would  have  been  allowed  to  extend  to  Unions,  or  that  for  emigration 
purposes  a  Union,  as  a  "  public  body/'  might  have  been  allowed 
the  advantage  of  25  years  in  lieu  of  7  for  the  repayment  of  the  loans. 
This,  however,  was  not  done,  and  the  law  advisers  of  the  Govern- 
ment have  declined,  on  the  application  of  one  Union,  to  sanction  an 
advance  under  the  clause.  Here,  again,  we  see  that  the  door  is  at 
present  closed  against  further  assistance  to  those,  most  needing  help,  who 
wish  to  emigrate. 

But  it  is  not  unfrequently  objected  that  the  people  have  no  desire  to 
emigrate.  I  wish  that  one  of  these  objectors  would  take  a  well-found 
ship  into  either  Galway  or  West  Port  Bay,  offering  free  passages  to  all 
families  who  might  wish  to  leave.  The  result  would,  I  think,  convince 
him  of  his  error.  The  evidence  is  all  in  the  contrary  direction,  as  any 
one  who  will  visit  and  talk  freely  with  these  Western  people  may  easily 
assure  himself.  "It's  only  the  cost,  sure,  that  keeps  us  at  home,  sir." 
A  visit  which  I  paid  to  these  Western  districts  last  autumn,  and  a  still 
more  recent  visit  in  February  last,  especially  tend  to  confirm  the  foregoing 
conclusions. 

On  visiting  the  workhouse  at  Clifden  (co.  Galway),  I  was  informed  by 
Mr.  Bourke,  the  indefatigable  clerk  of  that  Union,  that  the  Clifden  Board 
of  Guardians  had,  at  the  previous  board  meeting,  held  on  the  22nd  of 
February,  1882,  unanimously  passed  a  resolution  beseeching  the  Govern- 
ment to  grant  some  assistance  for  emigration.    The  minute  is  as  follows  ; — ^ 

u.  Eesolved, — That,  taking  into  consideration  the  poverty  and  destitute  condition. -, 
of  the  poorer  classes  of  tenantry  of  this  Union,  particularly  those  evicted  for  non-  . 
payment  of  rent,  and  also  those  along  the  sea- shore  holding  miserable  patches  o£  - 
land  caused  by  the  subdivision  of  holdings,  and  who  for  three-fourths  of  the  year 
are  in  a  state  of  semi- starvation,   we  respectfully  request  the  interference  of  th.3 
Government  to  assist  in  the  way  of  emigration.      Unanimously  agreed  to. 

"(Signed)  John  Bourke, 

."  Clerk  of  the  Union" 

Nor  was  other  evidence  wanting  of  the  strong  feeling  in  the  district 
on  this  question.  I  had  not  been  an  hour  in  the  town  before  I  had  a 
call  from  the  priest  and  a  resident  gentleman  of  a  neighbouring  parish,. 
earnestly  inquiring  whether  any  assistance  could  be  obtained  for  emi- 
gration. The  priest  informed  me  that  he  had  15  families  at  least  for 
whom  emigration  was  a  necessity.  Shortly  after  I  left  the  town,  as  I 
was  afterwards  informed,  20  or  more  small  tenants  came  to  the  hotel 
asking  for  help  to  emigrate. 

But  what  stronger  proof  of  the  necessity  for  help  can  be  given  than, 
that  already  pointed  out,  showing  that  the  comparatively  well-to-do  and 
richer  portions  of  Ireland   afford  the  largest   number  of  emigrants,  and, 
the  poorer  districts  the  smallest? 

The   importance   of  the   State  giving  some  immediate  aid  to  Emi- 
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gration  is  more  clearly  manifested  when  we  consider  the  subject  in  con- 
nection with  the  question  of  evictions — a  number  having  taken  place 
during  the  past  autumn  and  winter  in  some  of  the  very  poor  districts, 
under  circumstances  most  painful  to  contemplate. 

A  very  brief  notice  of  my  visit  to  the  scenes  of  the  evictions  referred 
to  in  the  minute  passed  by  the  Clifden  Union  may  not  be  deemed  out 
of  place  here.  It  is  not  my  purpose  to  give  any  description  which  may 
serve  to  aggravate  the  bitterness  of  feeling  towards  landowners  in  Ireland, 
whether  as  individuals  or  as  a  class,  nor  against  a  Government  which, 
shortly  after  entering  office,  almost  risked  shipwreck  in  its  endeavour 
to  prevent  evictions  for  a  limited  time  in  certain  impoverished  districts, 
and  whose  unhappy  fate  it  has  been  to  carry  out,  in  opposition  to  its 
own  instincts,  the  law  which  permits  these  evictions.  What  I  am 
desirous  of  showing  is,  that  Without  some  other  method  of  relieving  these 
districts,  a  most  grievous  cruelty  probably  will  continue  to  be  inflicted, 
and,  in   addition,  the  Unions  will  become  seriously  involved. 

The  facts  of  the  case  are,  I  believe,  as   follows.      Owing   to   the  ina- 
bility of  the  tenants  to  agree  with  their  landlords  as   to  the   payment 
of  the    three   years'  arrears   of  rent  and    as    to    the    future   terms  of 
tenantcy,  a  certain  number  were  selected  for  eviction,  and  in  the  early 
days  of  January  a  force  of  soldiers  and  police  were  collected,  under  the 
command   of  the   R.M.,  to   carry  out  the   work.       Seventy  or  eighty 
families  were    then  removed,  their  furniture  and  belongings  turned  out 
of  doors,  and  the  doorways  of  their  homes,  which  it  is  a  punishable  offence 
to  re-occupy,  roughly  filled  up  with  the  stone  which  everywhere  abounds. 
As  is  customary,  the  Relieving  Officer  was   in  attendance  to  offer  to 
any   who  chose  to   accept  it,  the  shelter   of  the   workhouse.      No  one 
accepted  it,  but  all  preferred,  in  such  shelter  as  they  could  best  obtain,  to 
brave  the  winter  weather — happily  for   them  unusually  mild.      During 
the  six  weeks  which  have  elapsed  since  this  occurred,  they  have  so  re- 
mained,  some  in   lodgings   paid  for  by  the   guardians,   some  in  their 
neighbours'  houses,  and   many  others  under  temporary  shelters,  which 
they  have  built  in  as  close  proximity  as  possible  to  their  own  homes.      I 
have  twice  visited  a  number  of  these  cabins, — <c  houseen"  (pronounced 
"  housheen"), — which  show  some  skill  and  resource  in  the  formation  of  a 
dwelling.    Under  the  shelter  of  some  large  block  of  granite,  a  trench  of 
about  two  feet  in  depth  is  dug  along  its  base,  which  thus  forms  a  wall  on  one 
side,  whilst  the  sods  dug  out  form  the  ends  and  the  low  wall  needed  for 
the   other    sides  of  the    dwelling ;   a    few    timbers    slanting    upwards 
to   the    stone,  and  covered  with    sods  or   straw,  form  the  roof.      Some 
such   cabins    have  chimneys,  others  not.      The   sizes  vary  from  ten  to 
fifteen  feet  in  length  by  six  to  nine  in  width,  and  the  heights  from  four 
to  six  feet.      Within  are  found  whatever  relics  of  furniture  may  have 
been  saved  from  the  wreck ;  some  straw  forms  the  bedding  or  covers  the 
damp  floor. 

In  these  cabins  I  found  probably  twenty  families,  varying  from  four 


A  Q 


EMIGRATION  FROM  IRELAND.  705 

or  five  to  seven  and  eight  in  number — old  and  young — from  infants  to 
the  inevitable  "  crone,"  or  old  grandmother,  who  so  often  forms  part  of 
the  household  of  the  Irish  peasant.  These  people  were  temporarily  sup- 
ported, in  part  by  the  Union  (which  allows  2s.  per  week  for  a  family), 
but  chiefly  I  believe  from  the  money — now  rapidly  wasting — which 
they  had  scraped  together  to  pay  the  amount  of  rent  which  they 
offered,  but  which  was  refused.  Most  of  the  people  spoken  to  desired 
to  emigrate.  If  they  could  but  obtain  help  for  this,  they  would  willingly 
go.  Some  were  Yerj  importunate  for  help  for  this  purpose.  None  asked 
for  money  as  charity.  One  fine,  strong  man,  who  had  four  years 
ago  built  a  house  of  a  superior  class,  costing  him  £16  and  labour,  with 
windows  and  plastered  walls  and  timbered  roof, — now  wrecked, — was 
especially  in  earnest.  He  could  find  the  half  of  the  fare,  he  said,  if  the 
rest  was  to  be  had.  He  had  a  young  wife  with  an  infant  two  weeks 
old,  one  other  child,  and  his  wife's  sister,  who  could  not  be  left  behind. 
"  Could  nothing  be  done  to  help  him  ?"  He  was  sure  he  "  could  earn 
a  living  in  America."  I  hope  he  may  have  the  chance  ere  long.  Some 
said  they  must  go  into  the  workhouse  :  they  could  not  bear  the  weather 
longer  for  their  children;  they  were  growing  weak.  This  would,  no  doubt, 
be  the  wisest  course  for  them,  and  I  strongly  urged  a  man  whose  wife 
expected  soon  to  be  confined  to  take  her  there. 

At  present  the  out-door  relief  given  is  so  small  that  it  has  not  become 
a  serious  burden  to  the  electoral  division  ;  and  as  this  is  not  allowed  to  be 
given  for  more  than  a  month,  except  in  cases  of  illness  or  emergency, 
the  grants  will  probably  shortly  cease. 

As  to  the  eviction  of  tenants  who,  having  the  means,  wilfully  with- 
held the  rent,  I  have  nothing  to  say.  The  withholding  of  the  payment 
of  a  just  debt,  whether  for  rent  or  otherwise,  when  means  exist  for  its 
discharge,  is  simply  dishonesty  ;  and,  in  one  way  or  other,  it  is  right 
that  the  payment  should  be  enforced.  But  when  evictions  take 
place  among  the  very  poor,  who,  when  evicted  from  the  miserable 
dwelling  which  has  served  as  a  home  and  has  been  the  roof-tree 
perhaps"  of  generations,  have  absolutely  no  means  whatever  for  their 
support  but  the  workhouse,  there  arises  in  my  mind  a  most  serious  ques- 
tion as  to  the  propriety  of  the  State  being  called  on  to  employ  all  its 
powers  to  enforce  the  debt,  without  some  other  alternative  to  offer  than 
the  dreaded  workhouse. 

It  must  never  be  forgotten  that  in  these  cases  the  mud  or  stone 
cabin,  however  miserable,  the  cultivation  and  reclamation,  however 
imperfect,  are  all  the  work  of  the  evicted.  But  for  the  exertions  of  these 
small  cultivators — and  I  am  now  speaking  of  the  very  small  holdings — 
the  stony  or  bog  lands  which  they  till  would  in  a  vast  number  of  cases 
simply  return  to  the  aboriginal  state.  It  is  true  that  the  wild  pasture  or 
mountain  land  over  which  their  few  sheep  or  cattle  have  grazed  might 
be  made  use  of,  and  probably  to  better  advantage,  by  the  owner;  but  the 
small  scattered   patches  of   cultivated  land   for    which  the  tenants  have 
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previously  paid  15s.  and  20s.  per  acre  would  in  many  cases  go  out  of 
cultivation  and  produce  little  rent,  unless  indeed  they  were  absorbed  by 
neighbouring  holders.  The  small  holdings,  the  hunger  for  land,  arising 
from  the  absence  of  any  demand  for  labour,  chiefly  give  the  land  its 
value  for  rental.  No  one  looking  back  to  the  evictions  of  1847—8,  which 
included  many  small  tenants,  as  well  as  those  occupying  larger-sized 
farms,  can  doubt  that  much  of  the  bitterness  existing  among  the  Irish  in 
America  has  arisen  from  their  sense  of  injustice  under  the  hardships  then 
inflicted.  And  now,  when  the  failure  of  the  crops  of  1878-80  has  again 
plunged  these  poor  small  holders  of  land  into  the  Slough  of  Despond,  as 
regards  both  rent  and  other  debts,  it  hardly  seems  credible  that  the 
"  resources  of  civilization"  should  have  no  other  remedy  at  hand  than 
an  army  of  soldiers  and  police — no  other  solace  for  their  misery  than 
the  workhouse  or  the  roadside. 

Under  the  existing  clauses  of  the  Poor  Law  Act,  above  quoted, 
ample  powers  seem  to  be  given  to  Unions  to  borrow  money  for  Emigra- 
tion. That  which  seems  lacking  is  the  power  to  borrow  for  a  long 
term  in  place  of  a  short  one. 

In  looking  at  the  clauses  of  the  Poor  Law  Act,  a  gradual  growth  is 
evident.  These  provisions,  limited  at  first  to  a  6d.  rate  for  those  who 
are  inmates  of  the  workhouse,  and  confining  the  assistance  to  those 
who  emigrated  to  the  colonies,  gradually  extend  to  any  destitute  poor 
persons  within  the  district — give  power  to  Unions  to  raise  a  Is.  rate, 
and  to  borrow  for  seven  years  on  debenture  any  sum  within  the  limit  of 
lis.  8d.  in  the  pound  on  the  annual  value  of  the  electoral  division, — and 
leave  the  place  of  emigration  to  be  chosen  by  the  emigrant.  Another 
clause,  which  relates  to  the  emigration  of  families  whose  rental  is  under 
■£5,  provides  that  Unions  may  raise  one-third,  on  condition  that  the 
landlord  pays  the  remaining  two-thirds. 

I  cannot  but  think  that  these  clauses  are  in  the  right  direction,  and 
that  the  Poor  Law  Boards  are  on  the  whole  the  best  agencies  for  carrying- 
out  any  voluntary  Emigration  which  is  aided  by  the  State,  or  jointly 
by  the  State  and  Union.  That  which  seems  to  be  needed  to  make  them 
efficient  and  operative  for  the  relief  of  certain  Western  Unions  is  that 
a  short  Act  should  be  passed  empowering  the  Treasury  to  make  special 
advances  to  these  Unions,  repayable  in  twenty-five  years  at  a  very  low 
or  nominal  rate  of  interest.  This  assistance  should  be  applied  solely  to 
those  who  of  their  own  free  will  are  desirous  to  emigrate.  In  the  case 
of  evicted  tenants,  it  ought  to  be  imperative  that  the  offer  of  emigration 
or  the  workhouse  should  be  made  as  an  alternative.  And  the  Relieving 
Officer-who  attends  evictions  should  be  empowered  to  make  the  offer,  and 
prepare  his  list  accordingly. 

But  it  will  be  argued  that  the  cost  of  Emigration  will  be  so  enormous, 
that  if  widely  taken  advantage  of,  neither  Union  nor  landlord  could  bear 
the  strain. 

In  reply  it  may  be  said,  that    the  cost  of  maintenance  in  the  work- 
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house  now  falls  upon  the  Union  or  electoral  division  in  which  the 
pauper  resides,  and  that  thus  the  owner  of  the  soil  is  at  present  liable, 
especially  in  the  poor  Unions,  where  four-fifths  of  the  holdings  are  under 
£4  valuation  and  the  poor-rates  are  paid  by  the  landlord. 

It  is  true  that  the  unwillingness  on  the  part  of  the  evicted  or 
impoverished  tenant  to  enter  the  workhouse  is  so  great  as  almost  to 
relieve  the  Union,  but  this  does  not  alter  the  fact  of  the  liability  for  the 
payment,  nor  dispose  of  the  necessity  existing  for  the  relief  offered. 

What,  then,  is  the  present  yearly  cost  to  any  Union  or  electoral 
division  of  a  family  in  the  workhouse  ?  Taking  the  average  number  of 
a  family  at  five,  and  the  weekly  cost,  including  clothing,  at  3s.  8d.  per 
head  per  week  in  the  house,  we  have  a  yearly  cost*  for  the  family  of 
£47  13s.,  which  may  continue  for  an  indefinite  term,  and  has  to  be 
defrayed  in  the  year  in  which  it  is  incurred.  The  annual  cost,  then,  of 
five  families  in  the  workhouse,  taking  it  at  £50  a  family,  is  £250, 
payable  in  the  year  in  which  it  is  incurred. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  cost  of  emigration  for  a  family  of  five, 
including  outfit  and  passage  to  Canada  or  the  United  States,  could 
certainly  be  effected  for  £50,  leaving  a  little  margin  for  contingencies, 
and  might,  if  the  permission  was  granted  as  proposed,  be  levied  on  the 
district  over  a  long  term  of  years.  Taking,  then,  this  amount  as 
repayable  in  25  years,  you  have  an  annual  charge  of  £2  for  principal 
and  10s.  for  interest  (at  I  per  cent.),  as  the  actual  cost  of  placing  in 
a  land  beyond  the  possibility  of  want,  and  with  the  probability  of 
success,  a  family  of  five  persons,  whose  only  chance,  had  they  remained, 
was  beggary  on  their  miserable  holdings  or  the  workhouse. 

Let  us  suppose  that  one  hundred  families  were  thus  assisted  from 
impoverished  Unions,  such  as  Newport,  Westport,  Belmullet,  and  others 
in  Mayo,  or  Oughterard  and  Clifden  in  Galway ;  at  £50  per  family  we 
have  a  total  of  £5,000.  Spread  this  over  25  years,  as  proposed,  and 
what  do  we  find?  That  for  the  same  annual  sum — £250  a  year  (£200 
principal  and  £50  interest) — as  would  be  required  permanently  to  keep 
five  families  in  the  workhouse,  100  families  may  be  helped  to  a  land 
of  plenty. 

On  the  side  of  the  Treasury,  the  advance  for  the  emigration  of 
100  families  at  £5,000  per  Union,  supposing  the  number  of  Unions 
needing  help  to  amount  to  20,  would  be  £100,000  a  year, — barely 
the  cost  of  a  trial  of  a  100-ton  gun,  which  is  cast  aside  next  year  as 
worthless.  To  the  whole  20  Unions  this  sum  would  involve  an  annual 
outlay  of  £4,000  a  year  for  principal,  or,  per  Union,  £200,  and  interest 
in  addition,  if  demanded.  Surely  it  is  not  too  much  to  ask  that  the 
Exchequer  might  lend  without  interest  £100,000  a  year  for  five  years 
for  the  assistance  of  the  mass  of  impoverished  tenants  in  certain  well- 
ascertained  districts  in  Ireland, — if,  indeed,  a  free  grant  is  not  possible 
of  one-half  or  even  the  whole  sum  required  for  emigration. 
In  what  way  could  these  people  be  more  truly  helped? 


J.O 


708  THE    CONTEMPORARY  REVIEW. 

During  the  past  half -century  it  has  gradually  become  evident  that  the 
attempt  of  these  little  Western  holders  to  maintain  themselves  with  any 
degree  of  comfort  is  an  impossibility.  Living  from  hand  to  mouth,  on 
the  verge  of  bankruptcy  and  destitution,  the  failure  of  their  crops  even 
for  a  single  year,  spite  of  the  yearly  earnings  in  England  by  which  alone 
in  many  districts  their  rent  has  been  paid,  has  caused  the  wail  of  want 
and  hunger  to  ascend  to  heaven. 

The  impossibility  that  any  of  the  great  benefits  conferred  by  the  Land 
Act  upon  tenants  of  larger  holdings,  can  render  the  condition  of  these 
small  tenants  better  in  the  future,  or  make  them  an  improving  and  inde- 
pendent race  of  small  cultivators,  has,  we  think,  been  abundantly  shown. 
Both  the  worn-out  soil  and  moist  climate  and  the  petty  subdivision  of 
the  holdings  are  against  them.  And,  though  they  are  surrounded,  by 
tens  of  thousands  of  acres  of  waste  and  wilderness  land,  the  improbability 
of  the  reclamation  of  soil  so  poor  in  quality  that,  even  in  spite  of  the 
demand  for  land  in  past  days  from  a  much  larger  population,  it  has- 
always  been  considered  worthless,  has  also  been  pointed  out. 

Can,  then,  that  be  true  patriotism  which  would  condemn  these 
people  to  remain  in  their  bog-huts  ?  Surely,  so  far  as  they  are 
concerned,  the  cry  of  "  Ireland  for  the  Irish"  is  one  to  which,  as  their 
bitter  experience  shows,  they  have  already  listened  too  long.  Hope  for 
them  has  been  too  long  deferred.  But  in  that  land,  scarcely  a  week 
away  from  their  native  shore,  towards  which  they  so  often  direct  a 
wistful  gaze,  peopled  in  part  by  their  own  kith  and  kin,  there  is  to  be 
found,  not  only  an  abundant,  nay,  an  insatiate  demand  for  well-paid' 
labourers,  for  men,  women,  and  children,  but  also  millions  of  fertile 
acres  demanding  for  their  cultivation  and  improvement  the  only  article 
which  these  poor  Irishmen  have  to  sell — the  bone  and  sinew  now  lying 
idle  and  worthless. 

Never  at  any  time  have  the  inducements  to  Emigration,  or  the 
preparations  made  for  the  reception  of  emigrants  of  the  clas's  under 
consideration,  been  so  great.  The  Canadian  Government  offers  to  all 
bond  fide  settlers  free  grants  of  80  or  160  acres  of  land;  and  on  landing 
at  Quebec,  guides  are  in  readiness  either  to  direct  the  emigrant  to 
these  lands  or  to  give  information  as  to  the  places  in  which  labour  is 
most  in  demand.  Of  other  colonies  I  am  not  able  to  speak  from 
personal  knowledge,  but  that  liberal  offers  are  made  by  them  for  the 
passage  and  conduct  of  emigrants  is  well  known. 

In  the  United  States  the  demand  for  labour  is  almost  unlimited,, 
and  in  order  to  meet  that  provision  which  all  well-wishers  for  the  success 
of  the  emigrant  must  desire,  means  are  not  wanting  for  placing  him 
beyond  the  reach  of  the  temptations  of  the  great  seaboard  cities.  The 
Catholic  colonies  of  Minnesota  and  Iowa,  under  the  guidance  and  direc- 
tion of  Bishop  Ireland  (himself  an  Irish  refugee),  offer  the  greatest  possible 
advantages  for  the  settler  who,  with  a  very  few  pounds  in  his  pocket, 
desires  to   obtain  land,  and  to   assist  to   found  in  the  fertile  prairies  of 
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the  New  World  colonies  of  industrious  and,  because  industrious,,  contented 
Irishmen. 

Another  of  these  Colonies  is  that  of  the  Irish  and  American  Coloni- 
zation Association,  under  the  management  of  Mr.  John  Sweetman,  situated 
on  very  fertile  land  in  the  State  of  Iowa. 

Two  years  ago  Mr.  Sweetman  purchased  a  large  tract  of  land  for 
the  purpose  of  enabling  poor  Irish  families  to  purchase  land  and  com 
mence  a  new  life  there  under  the  greatest  advantages.  Eighty  acres  of 
land  are  here  offered  to  the  emigrant  at  a  very  low  price,  and  money  is 
advanced  for  this,  as  well  as  for  the  building  of  the  little  shanty  and  for 
the  purchase  of  the  necessary  implements ;  the  repayment  being  spread 
over  a  term  of  years. 

Mr.  Sweetman  has  himself  embarked  a  very  considerable  fortune 
in  the  undertaking,  and  personally  superintends  the  whole  business 
on  the  spot,  without  cost  to  the  Association.  Already  fifty  or  sixty 
families  have  been  settled ;  thirty  or  forty  more  have  been  selected 
this  year;  and  want  of  funds  for  free  passages  alone  prevents  double 
or  treble  the  number  being  taken  out.  Mr.  Sweetman  has  set  a 
really  noble  example  of  what  may  be  done  by  an  Irish  gentleman  for 
the  benefit  of  his  poorer  neighbours. # 

No  man  is  more  entitled  to  the  gratitude  of  his  countrymen  than 
Mr.  Vere  Foster,  of  Belfast,  for  his  practical  devotion  to  the  interests  of 
the  people.  Deeply  impressed  with  the  importance  of  emigration  as  one 
means  of  assisting  the  poverty  of  the  West,  Mr.  Vere  Foster  has,  during 
a  few  recent  years,  at  his  own  cost  issued  10,000  assisted  passage  tickets 
of  £2  each.  Limiting  his  efforts  to  Donegal,  Connaught,  and  other 
western  counties,  and  to  assisting  young  women,  for  whose  services  as 
servants  there  is  always  a  demand  in  America,  Mr.  Foster  has  through 
the  agency  of  the  Eoman  Catholic  clergy  made  his  practical  benevolence 
extend  to  nearly  every  parish  in  these  western  districts. 

In  a  circular  just  issued  Mr.  Foster  says  : — 

"  I  have  recently  addressed  a  circular  to  those  clergymen  from  whose 
parishes  the  greater  number  of  girls  emigrated,  asking  tidings  of  their 
success  in  their  adopted  country,  and  I  have  much  pleasure  in  appending 
hereto  extracts  from  all  the  letters  which  I  have  received,  and  which  are 
uniformly  of  a  most  satisfactory  character. 

"  The  time  is  fast  approaching  when  I  shall  have  reached  the  end  of 
my  resources,  and,  having  demonstrated  that  the  desire  for  assistance  is 
widespread,  that  the  clergy  of  all  denominations  sympathize  with  the 
poorer  members  of  their  congregations  in  that  desire,  and  that  the 
emigration  of  the  poor  girls  in  question  has  been  attended  with  signal 
and  almost  universal  success  and  contentment,  I  now  desire  to  enlist 
the  sympathy  and  active  co-operation  of  societies   and  individuals   on 

•  Any  further  information  which  may  be  needed  in  reference  to  this  admirable  instance  of 
Irish  self-help,  may  be  had  upon  application  to  Mr.  John  Sweetman,  who  is  at  present  in 
Dublin,  or  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Irish  and  American  Colonization  Association,  12,  South 
Frederick  Street,  Dublin. 
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both  sides  of  the  Atlantic  in  the  providing  of  funds  to  pay  ocean 
passages,  and  in  the  forwarding  of  passengers  short  of  funds  and  friends 
from  the  seaports  to  temporary  homes  in  the  interior  of  the  country. 
In  the  absence  of  any  association  for  the  purpose  I  would  gladly  take 
charge  of  and  administer  funds  subscribed  for  the  payment  of  ocean 
passages,  and  I  hope  that  conventual  communities,  or  lay  societies, 
especially  in  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Boston,  and  Montreal,  may  be 
generously  provided  with  funds  by  the  Irish  and  non-Irish  American 
laity  for  the  reception  of  friendless  poor  girls  who  may  be  recommended 
io  them  by  their  clergy  in  Ireland,  and  for  their  travelling  charges  into 
the  interior,  where  they  would  receive  further  temporary  assistance  from 
the  local  clergy  and  their  congregations.  Twenty-five  dollars  is  the 
sum  which  I  desire  to  raise  in  aid  of  each  emigrant." 

In  the  same  circular  Mr.  Vere  Foster  gives  no  less  than  seventy-eight 
replies  from  the  Catholic  clergy  in  answer  to  inquiries  during  the  past 
autumn;  and  the  following  may  be  given  as  fair  specimens  of  the  replies : — 

I*  "I  Lave  made  careful  inquiry  about  them,  and  have  to  state  that  the 
accounts  are  good,  and  that  they  are  all  doing  well.  I  have  also  to  state  that 
there  are  many  girls  in  this  parish  who  are  very  desirous  of  emigrating,  but  who 
are  unable  to  do  so  in  consequence  of  not  being  able  to  provide  the  balance  which 
is  necessary,  in  addition  to  your  subscription  of  £2." 

2.  "  We  have  received  letters  from  those  young  girls  who  went  to  America 
from  this  part  of  the  country.  They  give  a  very  gratifying  account  of  their 
success  so  far  in  their  adopted  country;  almost  all  met  their  friends  upon 
arriving  there.  They  have  expected  them.  They  are,  and  have  reason  to  be 
delighted,  having  left  homes  of  misery  and  wretchedness  to  go  to  a  country  where 
honest  industry  receives  its  reward.  I  have  no  doubt  many  are  anxious  to 
emigrate  had  they  means.  When  I  ascertain  their  number,  I'll  be  happy  to 
forward  their  names  and  co-operate  in  every  way  with  your  benevolent  and 
patriotic  purpose." 

3.  "In  reply  to  your  favour  to  hand  this  morning,  I  beg  to  say  that,  so  far  as 
fell  under  my  observation,  the  girls  who  left  this  parish,  and  were  assisted  by 
you,  have  sent  cheering  accounts  with  small  remittances  of,  say,  from  £2  to 
£3,  to  their  parents;  very  many  of  the  girls  who  left  in  early  spring  this  year 
have  sent  small  remittances." 

4.  "  Out  of  every  twenty  girls  who  left  this  parish  for  America  nineteen  went  to 
join  their  uncles  or  aunts  and  other  near  and  dear  relatives  in  the  '  Land  of  the 
West,'  so  that  for  them  an  organization  of  charitable  and  influential  persons  able 
and  willing  to  direct  and  protect  friendless  and  poor  girls  is  not  necessary, 
though  such  a  body  might  be  useful.  I  know  not  any  small  farmer  or  workman 
here  who  has  not  dear  and  near  friends  in  America,  and  these  in  very  many 
instances  implore  their  poor  relations  to  join  them." 

5.  "I  was  waiting  to  see  the  parents  of  those  girls  who  availed  themselves  of 
the  assisted  emigration,  in  order  to  be  in  a  position  to  give  you  the  desired 
information.  I  have  learned  with  pleasure  that  these  girls  are  doing  well,  that 
they  had  no  difficulty  in  getting  places  on  their  arrival  in  America." 

6.  *'  Such  an  organization  as  you  refer  to  would  be  most  desirable.  It  is  some- 
what strange  that  steps  have  not  been  taken  in  that  direction  up  to  this.  How- 
ever, there  is  hardly  a  family  of  the  middle  or  very  poor  classes  in  Ireland  at 
present  that  has  not  sent  one  or  more  of  its  members  to  America,  so  that 
intending  emigrants  as  a  rule  will  have  some  near  relatives  or  friends  to  go  to." 

"  In  reply  to  your  several  queries  I  beg  to  state  : — ■ 
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7.  "  The  girls  who,  aided  by  you,  went  from  my  parish  are  so  far  doing  well, 
and  assisting  their  poor  relatives  at  home,  together  with  paying  the  passages  of 
others  out. 

8.  "I  am  quite  certain  that  many,  very  many  boys  and  girls  are  desirous  of 
emigrating,  but  are  prevented  by  want  of  means,  and  I  fully  concur  with  you 
that  immense  benefits  would  be  conferred  on  poor  emigrants,  who  are  friendless 
in  America,  if  the  clergy,  conventual  communities,  or  others,  would,  at  the  ports 
of  arrival  and  in  the  interior  of  the  country,  provide  safe  and  lucrative  employ- 
ment for  them. 

9.  "  Many  parts  of  the  West  of  Ireland  are  overcrowded.  Either  migration  or 
emigration  is  certainly  needed,  and  as  migration  is  very  improbable,  I  am  of 
opinion  that  many  small  and  poor  farmers  would  gladly  emigrate  if  they  had 
favourable  prospects  in  other  countries." 

10.  "The  accounts  which  have  come  from  the  girls  of  this  parish  who  have 
emigrated  are  very  favourable.  Some  have  sent  money  home  to  their  parents 
and  relatives. 

"  There  are  still  a  good  many  girls  anxious  to  go,  and  most  of  those  are  of  the 
farmer  class,  young  and  nicely  educated.  Some  are  unable  to  go  on  account  of 
not  having  enough  of  means. 

"  A  society  such  as  that  spoken  of  has  been  already  considered  by  priests  and 
religious  in  America. 

"Nothing  would  afford  me  more  pleasure  than  to  hear  that  an  organization  to 
protect  the  friendless  females  in  America  was  set  on  foot. 

u  It  would  be  a  great  matter  to  have  a  'home'  for  the  girls  in  New  York  and 
other  ports  on  landing  :  owing  to  inexperience  they  are  often  at  a  loss  how  to  act 
and  how  to  avoid  danger." 

11.  "I  have  just  returned  from    Canada In  all   cases   that  I  have 

met,   with   one  exception,  the  girls  are  happy   and  would  not  come  back   on 

any   condition The    want  of  female   help   is  the  greatest  now  in  the 

Dominion.     In  all  Ontario  the  cry  of  the  people  I  mixed  with  was,  Send  us  as 

many  girls  as   you   can I  have   received   commissions  to   send  out  250 

girls,   but  I  am  straitened   with   means.     May  I  expect  a  continuance  of  your 
grants?   .  .  .   ." 

12.  ".  ...  Upon  close  and  individual  inquiry  I  find  all  those  poor  girls 
have  remitted,  within  the  past  few  months,  small  sums  of  money  Varying 
from  £2  10s.  to  £o,  and  all  have  promised  to  send  more  at  Christinas. 
With  regard  to  the  first  query,  I  may  tell  you  I  have  some  experience  of 
American  life,  and  how  people  do  generally  succeed  there.  Individual  members 
of  families  will  still  emigrate  as  before,  and  many  of  them  may  and  will  succeed 
here,  there,  and  everywhere  through  the  States  and  elsewhere  ;  but  the  way  I 
would  recommend  emigration  would  be  let  some  one  or  more  trustworthy  persons 
go  out  to  America,  and  carefully  look  round  and  select  a  settlement,  get  means 
to  erect  some  shanties  at  least  thereon,  and  when  thus  provided  bring  out  whole 
families  or  large  numbers  of  families,  and  let  them  settle  down  in  their  several 
lots,  build  and  rebuild,  till  and  grow  provisions  for  themselves  for  the  coming 
year,  and  have  some  means  doled  out  to  such  as  need  them  whilst  the  first  crop 
is  growing.  By  this  means  they  one  and  all  will  be  very  soon  independent,  and 
set  an  example  to  others  to  follow  and  do  likewise,  and  thus  escape  poverty,  idle- 
ness, and  enforced  privation  at  home.  The  Germans  thus  act ;  they  squat  down, 
build  houses,  cut  out  farms,  till  and  improve  them,  and  soon  you'll,  see  church, 
school-house,  and  shops  spring  up  as  if  by  magic,  and  peace  and  plenty  reign 
around. 

"  Permitting  the  Irish  to  flock  into  the  towns  and  cities  of  America,  they  soon 
get  a  distaste  for  rural  life,  their  natural,  suitable,  and  most  eligible  course,  and 
hence  the  failure  of  so  many  Irish  to  succeed,  whilst  other  nationalities  spread 
out,  prosper  and  grow." 

13.  "I  beg  to  state  that  the  accounts  from  the  poor  girls  who  left  this  parish 
this  year  are  satisfactory.     There  are   a   few  of  whom   nothing  has  been  heard 
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since  they  left.  There  are  several  girls  here  who  are  anxious  to  go  to  America, 
but  have  no  means.  I  know  five  or  six,  some  of  whom  I  could  recommend  as 
first-class  servants  for  any  house,  who  have  friends  in  America,  and  are  most 
anxious  to  go,  but  have  not  the  means.  They  have  spoken  to  me  for  aid  within 
the  last  week. 

"  As  regards  the  prospects  here,  poverty  is  a  fixed  quantity,  for  Connemara  is 
'  sicut  erat  in  principle-  et  nunc  et  semper  et  in  scecula,'  the  land  of  wretchedness 
and  misery." 

]  4.  "  In  reply  to  the  queries  in  your  circular,  I  wish  to  say  that,  as  regards  the 
girls  who  emigrated  from  this  parish,  they  are  going  on  well,  and  give  very  satis- 
factory accounts  of  the  country.  Some  of  them  have  even  sent  money  twice  to 
their  friends  in  a  very  short  time." 

15.  "I  sent  off,  with  your  help,  a  batch  of  eight  girls  last  summer  to  America. 
Seven  of  these  wrote  to  say  they  were  doing  well ;  the  other,  I  understand,  is 
doing  well  too.  These  girls  have  sent  home  money,  one  as  much  as  ten  pounds ; 
another  paid  her  father's  passage,  and  sent  money  home  besides." 

One  or  two  speak  less  brightly  of  the  prospects ;  one  only  in  tones  of 
discouragement ;  all  are  unanimous  as  to  the  importance  of  an  organi- 
zation at  the  port  of  landing  for  the  oversight  and  protection  of  the 
girls  on  landing.  This  subject  is  of  vast  importance  for  all  classes  of  emi- 
grants, and  I  am  glad  to  know  is  receiving  much  attention  in  influential 
quarters.  Nearly  all  the  letters  refer  to  the  amounts  sent  home  to  assist 
relations  to  follow  their  example,  and  Mr.  Foster's  calculation  is  that 
each  girl  who  emigrates  finds  the  funds  needed  to  bring  out  another. 

With  so  important  and  unprejudiced  a  mass  of  evidence  before  us, 
even  if  we  had  none  other  to  rely  upon,  we  must  admit  that  the  case 
for  those  who  insist  upon  the  immense  importance  and  benefit  of  Emi- 
gration is  fully  made  out.  If  further  evidence  is  needed,  every  traveller 
who  has  visited  Canada  or  the  United  States  can  add  his  testimony. 

During  a  visit  to  these  countries  in  the  autumn  of  1880,  I  made  it 
my  special  duty  to  inquire  as  to  the  results  of  Emigration.  My 
inquiries  extended  to  Manitoba  in  the  North- West,  and  other  portions 
of  Canada,  as  well  as  throughout  the  Eastern  States.  The  reply  was 
uniform.  Place  your  Irish  labourer  or  small  farmer  on  the  land  and 
away  from  the  great  cities,  and  his  success  is  assured.  Leave  him  to 
fester  in  our  great  seaports,  and  he  is  as  degraded  as  his  fellows  in  your 
own  ports  of  Liverpool  and  Glasgow. 

Over  and  over  again,  I  saw,  and  conversed  with,  Irishmen  who,  having 
come  out  in  rags,  are  now  highly-valued  servants ;  or  having  landed 
penniless,  are  now  the  owners  of  land  and  houses,  and  are  looked  upon 
as  most  useful  and  industrious  citizens. 

I  was  especially  struck  with  this  in  some  of  the  more  recently  settled 
States — Minnesota,  for  instance — in  which  whole  counties  were  formed 
and     settled     by    flourishing    Irishmen.        I    may    cite    the   evidence 

given  me   by  the   Hon.    Member  for County,  in  Canada,  which 

he  had  represented  for  nearly  twenty  years,  who  informed  me  that 
a  large  proportion  of  his  constituents  were  descendants  of  poor  Irishmen 
who  had  fled  from  the  famine  of  1847.  Very  few  of  the  older  people 
were   living ;    a   new   generation   had   sprung   up — thrifty,  well  to   do, 
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vigorous,  well  educated,  and  raised  physically,  mentally,  and  morally. 
"Why,"  said  my  friend,  as  he  closed  his  encomium  upon  the  improve- 
ment of  his  constituents,  "her  Majesty  might  raise  a  regiment  of 
Guardsmen  among  them,  they  are  so  fine  a  set  of  men." 

But  let  an  Irish  emigrant,  who  has  not  been  more  than  a  year  in  the 
country,  speak  for  himself.  The  following  is  taken  from  a  letter  from 
one  of  those  who  have  been  helped  c<  to  a  better  land"  by  Miss  Georgiana 
Kennedy,  of  Dublin,  who  has  certainly  conferred  upon  her  countrymen 
a  greater  boon  than  some  of  those  ladies  who  claim  to  be  considered 
patriots  and  advisers  of  the  people  : — 

Letter  from  Joseph  Conroy  to  Miss  Kennedy. 

"  Curry  Murry  Co.,  Minn.,  U.SA,  December  1st,  1881. 

",-*••  Myself  and  my  family  are  in  the  very  best  of  good  health  at  present. 
I  have  had  the  very  best  of  good  luck  since  I  arrived  here,  my  family  always 
keeping  so  well  and  my  cow  and  oxen  and  all.  My  crops  have  done  well  from 
the  first  day  we  occupied  our  house  and  eighty  acres  of  land.  I  have  got  all  my 
potatoes  secured,  about  sixty  bushels,  which  will  give  us  plenty  for  winter.  I  also 
have  my  flax  saved  and  in  a  secure  stack  ready  for  threshing.  I  also  have  my  Indian 
corn  cut  and  stacked  and  all  my  hay  secured,  and  I  am  now  after  siding  my  house 
with  wood,  which  is  far  better  than  sodding.  I  also  have  lumber  to  ceil  it, 
which  will  make  it  quite  warm.  I  am  busy  at  present  getting  my  stable  built 
and  hauling  firewood  from  Tracy. 

"  Mr.  Sweetman  has  given  to  every  settler  timber  for  siding  his  house  and 
ceiling  it,  along  with  four  cords  of  firewood  to  each  settler,  which  we  are  busy 
drawing  home  from  Tracy.  I  am  sure  that  there  is  not  a  gentleman  in  the  world 
deserves  more  praise  for  all  his  doings  towards  his  settlers  than  what  Mr.  Sweetman 
does — yes,  he  is  a  most  kind-hearted  gentleman  and  smiles  with  joy  at  all  our 
good  doings.  I  put  my  trust  in  the  Almighty  God  in  all  my  undertakings, 
reaping,  mowing,  ploughing,  sowing,  buying,  or  selling,  I  do  all  in  His  name 
that  guided  us  here  across  the  Atlantic  to  our  lonely  but  happy  home.  Yes,  any 
man  can  make  himself  and  his  home  happy  if  he  only  has  a  little  common  sense 
to  never  look  back,  always  to  look  to  the  future  ;  to  get  all  his  crops  planted  in  time, 
and  to  rise  early  from  his  bed  every  morning  and  make  a  good  day's  work,  he  is 
sure  to  get  on  and  do  good  for  himself  and  his  family  ;  and  also  he  will  be 
able  to  give  a  happy  return  to  Mr.  Sweetman  for  all  his  good  doings  towards 

him Yes,  my  children,  they  are  away  from  all  bad  vice,  they  will  see 

nothing  bad  here,  only  the  kind  word   of  their  father   and  mother I 

also  feel  happy  to  let  you  know  that  I  have  got  my  winter  provisions  secured, 
and  I  have  got  all  my  work  done  for  winter,  only  two  and  a  half  cords  of 
wood  which  lies  yet  in  Tracy  •  owing  to  the  severe  frost  our  oxen  cannot  travel. 
Still  we  have  a  good  fire  burning,  we  burn  hay  to  save  one  cord  and  a  half  of 
firewood  that  I  have  already  at  home  ;  I  shall  have  the  remaining  part  when  it  snows 
some.  I  have  got  my  dwelling-house  sided  and  ceiled,  which  leaves  it  quite 
warm,  and  also  a  good  sod  house  for  my  cow  and  oxen,  and  two  pigs  I  bought 
at  four  dollars " 

My  space  forbids  more. 

Again  let  me  repeat,  that  what  poor  Irishmen  need  is  to  be  helped 
to  offer  in  the  best  market  the  only  ware  they  have  to  dispose  of.  To 
deny  them  this,  on  the  ground  that  it  will  lessen  the  number  of  Irishmen 
in  Ireland,  seems  to  me  a  very  grave  responsibility,  not  to  say  a  crime. 
Better  far  a  prosperous  and  contented  Ireland,  with  four  millions  of 
people,  if  it  were  so,  than  a  pauperized,  impoverished,  and  discontented 
Ireland  with  five  or  eight  millions. 
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And  surely  if  any  of  the  so-called  "  leaders  of  the  people"  of 
Ireland  had  any  article  to  dispose  of,  at  present  valualess  in  Ireland,  but 
priceless  in  America,  they  would  not  hesitate  to  transfer  or  take  it  there. 
To  them  "  Ireland  for  the  Irish"  would  then  indeed  be  deemed  a  meaning- 
less cry.  But  is  it  less  meaningless  when  that  article  is  labour,  and  the 
alternatives  beggary,  or  independence  and  comfort  ? 

Much  false  and  merely  sentimental  talk  has  been  indulged  in  by 
certain  parties  to  the  infinite  injury  of  the  impoverished  people.  Who 
ever  affects  to  speak  of  "  banishment"  or  "  expatriation"  in  reference  to 
the  multitudes  of  Englishmen  who  yearly  go  abroad  to  "  seek  their 
fortunes,"  and  who,  following  in  the  footsteps  of  their  forefathers,  have 
helped  to  colonize  and  civilize  the  world  ?  And  in  the  greatness  of  such 
enterprises  have  not  Irishmen  had  their  full  share  ?  Who  regards  with 
pity  the  founders  of  that  great  Western  Commonwealth  whose  descendants 
welcome  with  open  arms  all  comers  from  the  Old  World  ? 

We  may  justly  regret  the  necessity  which  the  changed  conditions  of 
agriculture,  or  the  impoverished  soil  and  climate  and  small  holdings,  or 
any  other  causes  combined,  impose  upon  Irishmen  to  leave  their  native 
land ;  but  to  oppose  the  departure  of  thousands,  who  are  unable  to 
obtain  a  decent  livelihood  in  Ireland,  to  a  country  which  offers  them  land 
at  the  lowest  price,  and  at  the  same  time  gives  the  highest  price  for  the 
labour  they  have  to  dispose  of,  seems  alike  shortsighted  and  impolitic. 
Just  as  well  might  they  oppose  the  exportation  of  the  thousands  of 
tons  of  Irish  potatoes  now  leaving  for  New  York,  and  proclaim  that 
they  should  be  left  to  rot  at  home. 

Unpatriotic  do  you  call  it  ?  It  is  the  law  written  on  the  human 
race  ;  the  law  which  drew  Abraham  from  his  native  land;  the  law  which, 
written  on  the  minds  of  the  great  Aryan  family,  led  them  to  descend  from 
their  eastern  homes  to  people  and  fertilize  the  plains  of  Europe  ;  the 
law  which  led  Columbus  and  Yasco  di  Gama,  and  a  host  of  others,  to 
search  for  and  to  point  out  the  great  New  World ;  the  law  which  has 
impelled  and  is  now  impelling  tens  of  thousands  of  people  of  all  nation- 
alities in  Europe  to  surge  forth  with  increasing  volume,  in  that  great 
wave  of  humanity  which  breaks  upon  the  shores  of  the  Western  World,, 
not  to  devastate,  but  to  fertilize  and  bless.  And  in  that  vast  gathering 
of  all  European  races  which  goes  to  form  the  great  American  nation, 
Ireland  may  well  be  proud  to  have  contributed  her  full  quota;  and, 
spite  of  some  omens  to  the  contrary,  the  world  may  be  congratulated 
that  both  the  sentiment  and  the  vivacity  of  the  Irish  race  will  thus  be 
perpetuated,  and  will  help  to  mould  the  character  of  the  Great 
English  Republic  of  the  Future. 

J.  H.  Tuke. 
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"ME.     TUKE'S     FUND." 


$xz&x<bt tti : 
HIS    GRACE    THE    DUKE    OF    BEDFORD. 


(&xze tttibe  €0mmitt£^ : 
THE  RIGHT  HON.  W.  H.  SMITH,  M.P.,  (Chairman). 

H.  S.  NORTHCOTE,  Esq.,  M.P. 
ARTHUR  PEASE,  Esq.,  M.P. 
WILLIAM  RATHBONE,  Esq.,  M.P. 
The  MARQUIS  OF  TAVISTOCK,  M.P. 
J.  H.  TUKE,  Esq. 


SAMUEL  WHITBREAD,  ESQ.,  M.P., 
(Deputy-Chairman). 

SIR    THOMAS    FOWELL    BUXTON, 

Bart. 
HON.  HENRY  COWPER,  M.P. 


lljtftt.  eQ[xt&snTtx&  : 
J.  GURNEY  BARCLAY,  Esq.  ARNOLD  MORLEY,  Esq.,  M.P. 

^  on.  (Semt&rie* : 

SYDNEY  C.  BUXTON,  Esq.,  15,  Eaton  Place,  S.W. 

HOWARD  HODGKIN,  Esq.,  12,  Hereford  Gardens,  W. 

$nxtkzx&  : 
MESSRS.  BARCLAY,  BEVAN,  and  CO.,  54,  Lombard  Street,  E.C. 


"  Mr.  Tuke's  Fund "  was  inaugurated  at  the  Duke  of  Bedford's 
house,  on  March  31st,  and  has  for  its  object  the  assistance  to  Emigration 
of  the  small  holders  of  land  of  the  ^W  est  of  Ireland.  At  this  meeting 
Subscriptions  amounting  to  about  8,000  were  announced,  and  the  sub- 
joined letter  from  Mr.  W.  E.  Eorster,  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland, 
was  read. 

The  action  of  the  Executive  Committee  will  be  governed  by  the 
following  considerations : — 

(i)  They   will    assist   those   persons   only   who    are    anxious   to 

emigrate. 

(ii)    They  do  not  propose  to  select,  for  emigration,  strong  and 

healthy  adults  alone,  but,  for  choice,  will  assist  whole  families — or  as 

many  of  the  members  as  desire  to  go. 

(iii)    They  propose  to  assist  only  those  persons  who  can  obtain  a 

substantial  part  of  the   cost  of  emigration,   either  from  Boards   of 

Guardians,    or   other   local   or   private    sources.       (This   was   found 

impracticable  in  many  cases). 

(iv.)    They  do  not  undertake  to  find  actual  employment  in  the 

Colonies  or  United  States  for  the  emigrants.      They  will,  however, 

make  arrangements  with  the  Canadian  Government  and  others,  and 

with  private  individuals,  so  that,  on  arrival,  emigrants  who  have  no 
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friends  to  whom  they  wish  to  go,  will  receive  information  regarding 
places  where  labour  is  required,  and  will  be  granted  facilities  for 
reaching  those  districts. 

(v)    Care  will  as  far  as  possible  be  taken  not  to  allow  friendless 
emigrants  to  settle  in  the  towns. 

April  29th,  1882. 


80,  Eccleston  Square, 

March  31st,  1882. 
My  Deae  Duke  of  Bedford, 

I  had  hoped  to  attend  the  meeting  at  your  house  this 
afternoon,  but  I  find  myself  prevented  by  a  summons  to  a  Cabinet 
Council.  Had  I  been  able  to  be  present,  I  should  have  been  glad  to  have 
said  that  I  believe  there  can  be  hardly  any  possible  movement  which  will 
do  more  good,  and  prevent  more  misery,  than  the  endeavour  to  assist  Irish 
emigration,  which  I  am  informed  your  Grace  is  so  generously  willing  to 
promote.  There  are  many  districts  in  the  West  of  Ireland  in  which  the 
small  cottier  farmers  are  so  crowrdecl  together  that  it  is  impossible  for 
them  to  get  from  the  produce  of  the  soil,  under  any  Land  LawT,  so  much 
as  would  secure  them  from  constantly  recurring  periods  of  either 
starvation  or  pauperism.  Hitherto,  in  many  cases,  they  have  eked  out 
their  scanty  subsistence  by  w<ork  on  English  or  Scotch  farms,  but  that 
resource  is  not  one  on  which  they  can  now  depend ;  and  at  the  best  it  is 
a  most  unhealthy  social  condition  that  a  farmer  in  Mayo  should  be 
obliged  to  earn  his  living  by  working  as  a  labourer  in  England.  There 
are  also  many  labourers  poorer  than  the  cottier  farmers,  and  their  earnest 
desire  to  better  their  miserable  condition  by  emigration  is  pitiful  to  witness. 
It  may  be  said,  wdvy  should  not  this  matter  be  taken  up  by  Government, 
and  especially  wdry  should  not  the  wrork  be  done  by  means  of  the  clause  in 
the  Land  Act  of  last  year  ?  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  at  first, 
at  any  rate,  we  must  mainly  rely  on  private  agency  and  private  benevolence. 
To  give  the  money  of  the  general  taxpayers  for  even  so  good  a  purpose 
as  this  would  be  a  dangerous  precedent ;  and  for  loans  the  Treasury  must 
obtain  full  security ;  and  though  I  should  hope  that  any  Committee 
which  may  be  formed  at  the  meeting  at  your  house  would  make  it  a 
condition  that  part  of  the  expenses  should  be  found  by  either  the 
emigrants  or  their  neighbours,  I  feel  confident  that  without  liberal  loans, 
and  in  some  cases  gifts,  the  necessity  cannot  be  met.  There  is  another 
advantage  in  a  private  society  at  this  moment.  Attempts  have  been  and 
doubtless  will  be  made  to  discourage  emigration  by  representing  it  as  a 
Government  measure.  It  will  not  be  difficult  for  your  Committee  to  make 
it  clear  that  no  one  will  be  helped  to  emigrate  unless  he  proves  his  wish  to 
do  so  by  bearing  part  of  the  expense  himself.  I  do  not  doubt  that  my 
friend  Mr.  Tuke,  who  I  am  glad  to  hear  brings  us  the  aid  of  his 
experience,  wTill  be  able  to  give  many  illustrations,  not  only  of  the  urgent 
need  .but  of  the  earnest  desire  for  emigration.  May  I  make  one  practical 
remark  ?  It  may  be  well  for  the  Committee  as  a  rule  to  deal  at  first  with 
selected  districts.  I  cannot  but  think  they  will  thereby  do  more  good  than 
by  scattering  their  aid  over  many  localities.  I  can  only  conclude  by  saying 
that  this  movement  is  one  wmich  I  feel  to  be  so  calculated  to  benefit 
Ireland  that  I  desire  to  subscribe  as  much  as  I  can  afford,  and  I  will  ask 
your  Grace  to  put  down  my  name  for  £250,  to  increase  to  £500  if 
needful. 

Believe  me  to  remain, 

Yours  very  sincerely, 
(Signed)  W.  E.  FOKSTEB. 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  K.G. 
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The  Executive  Committee  of  the  above  Fund,  believing  that  an 
account  of  their  action  up  to  this  time  may  be  of  interest,  have 
requested  Mr.  Tuke  to  draw  up  a  statement  of  his  work  and 
experiences  during  the  seven  weeks  he  was  engaged  in  Ireland  in 
selecting  emigrants  and  arranging  for  their  shipment. 

To  this  personal  narrative  it  has  been  thought  well  to  add,  by 
way  of  preface,  a  few  lines  with  reference  to  the  inauguration  of  the 
Fund,  and  the  subsequent  proceedings  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

About  the  middle  of  March  last,  two  or  three  gentlemen, 
impressed  by  statements  received  from  the  West  of  Ireland,  strongly 
urging  the  immediate  need  for  emigration  from  the  counties  of  Mayo 
and  Gralway,  requested  a  number  of  Members  of  Parliament  and 
others,  who,  it  was  thought,  would  take  an  interest  in  the  question, 
to  attend  a  private  meeting,  which,  at  the  invitation  of  the  Duke  of 
Bedford,  was  held  at  81  Eaton  Square,  on  March  31st. 

At  that  meeting  Mr.  Tuke  gave  a  short  account  of  a  recent  visit 
to  the  West  of  Ireland  (described  in  his  article  in  the  Contemporary 
Review  for  April),  detailing  the  condition  of  the  Western  Unions, 
the  evictions,  and  the  urgent  need  for  emigration.  A  letter  from 
Mr.  Forster  was  also  read,  in  which  he  expressed  great  sympathy 
with  the  objects  of  the  meeting,  believing  that  there  could  hardly  be 
any  possible  movement  which  would  do  more  good,  and  prevent  more 
misery,  than  the  endeavour  to  assist  Irish  emigration ;  there  being 
many  districts  in  the  West  of  Ireland  in  which  the  small  cottier 
farmers  are  so  crowded  together  that  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  get 
from  the  produce  of  the  soil,  under  any  Land  Law,  so  much  as  would 
secure  them  from  constantly  recurring  periods  of  either  starvation  or 
pauperism*  Mr.  Forster  added  a  request  that  his  name  might  be  put 
down  as  a  subscriber  to  the  amount  of  £250,  to  be  increased  to  £500 
if  needful. 

After  further  conversation  and  consideration,  certain  resolutions 
were  adopted,  and  the  outcome  of  the  meeting  was  the  appointment 
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of  a  Committee  to  assist  the  emigration  of  the  small  holders  of  land 
in  the  West  of  Ireland,  especially  from  Gal  way  and  Mayo. 

The  Duke  of  Bedford  was  elected   President  of  the  Committee, 
with  the  following  gentlemen  as  members  : — 


G.  Armitstead,  Esq.,  M.P. 

H.  O.  Arnold  Forster,  Esq. 

J.  Barran,  Esq.,  M.P. 

A.  H.  Brown,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Sir  T.  Fowell  Buxton,  Bart. 

F.  W.  Buxton,  Esq. ;  MP. 

Sydney  Buxton,  Esq. 

Hon.  H.  Cowper,  M.P. 

James  Cropper,  Esq.  ,  M.  P. 

W.  Fowler,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Lewis  Fry.  Esq.,  M.P. 

Sir  A.  Galt. 

Howard  Hodgkin,  Esq. 

A.  Illingworth,  Esq.  ,  M.  P. 

Pv.  Jardine,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Lord  Monteagle. 

Samuel  Morley,  Esq.  ,  M.P. 

Arnold  Morley,  Esq.,  M.P. 


John  Mulholland,  Esq.,  M.P. 
H.  S.  Northcote,  Esq.,  M.P. 
Sir  J.  W.  Pease,  Bart  ,  M.P. 
Arthur  Pease,  Esq.  ,  M.  P. 
Fredk.  Pennington,  Esq.  ,  M.  P. 
Right  Hon.  D.  Plunket,  M.P 
W.  Bathbone,  Esq.,  M.P. 
B.  Samuelson,  Esq.,  M.P. 
F.  Seebohm,  Esq. 
Bight  Hon.  W.  H.  Smith,  M.P. 
Marquis  of  Tavistock,  M.  P. 
J.  Thomasson,  Esq.,  M.P. 
J.  H.  Tuke,  Esq. 

Sir  H.  Hussey  Vivian,  Bart.  ,  M. P. 
J.  Watney,  Junr. ,  Esq.,  M.P. 
Samuel  Whitbread,  Esq.  ,  M.  P. 
S.  Williamson,  Esq.,  M.P. 


Of  whom  the  following  consented  to  form  an  Executive  Committee  : — 


The  Bight  Hon.  W.  H.  Smith, 

M.P.  (Chairman). 
Samuel  Whitbread,  Esq.,  M,P. 

(Deputy  Chairman). 

Sir  Thomas  Fowell  Buxton,  Bart, 
Hon.  Henry  Cowper,  M.P. 
H.  S.  Nobthcote;  Esq.,  M,P, 

With  Hon.  Treasurers  ; — 

J.  GurneY  Barglay,  Esq. 

And  lion.  Sees.  : — 


Arthur  Pease,  Esq.,  M.P. 
William  Bathbone,  Esq.,  M.P. 
The  Marquis  of  Tavistock,  M.P. 
J.  H.  Tuke,  Esq. 

And  subsequently, 
Right  Hon.  W.  E.  Forster,  M.P. 


Arnold  Morley,  Esq.,  M.P. 


Sydney  C.  Buxton,  Esq.,  15,  Eaton  Place,  S.W. 
Howard  Hodgkin,  Esq.,  12,  Hereford  Gardens,  W. 

The  objects  aimed  at  may  he  briefly  summed  up  in  the  terms 
of  a  resolution  adopted  at  the  meeting  : — "  1st.  To  aid  impoverished 
families,  or  persons,  desiring  to  emigrate  from  rural  districts  of 
Ireland,  especially  those  in  the  Western  Unions,  by  the  loan  or  gift 
of  sums  of  money  towards  the  cost  of  transit  and  outfit.  It  is  hoped 
that  if  one-half  of  the  cost  be  found  by  the  Association,  the  remainder 
will  be  forthcoming  from  local  or  individual  sources.  2nd.  To  make 
arrangements  for  the  embarkation  of  emigrants  and  for  reasonable 
outfit,  and  to  provide  that  on  landing,  either  in  the  Colonies  or  the 
United  States,  facilities  shall  be  afforded  them  for  reaching  the  fields 
of  labour  to  which  they  desire  to  go." 


Emigration  from  Ireland.  5 

The  following  considerations  have  governed  the  action  of  the 
Executive  Committee : — 1st.  That  those  persons  only,  who  were 
anxious  to  emigrate  were  to  be  assisted.  2nd.  That  strong  and 
healthy  adults  alone  were  not  to  be  selected,  but  that,  as  a  rule, 
whole  families— or  as  many  members  as  desired  to  go — were  to  be 
assisted. 

Immediately  after  the  meeting,  Mr.  Tuke — who  had  been 
requested  at  the  meeting  again  to  visit  Ireland  to  undertake  the 
selection  of  emigrants  and  to  carry  on  other  necessary  local  work — 
was  kind  enough  to  start  for  Clifden  ;  and  the  Committee  are  under 
great  obligations  to  that  gentleman  for  the  zeal,  energy,  and 
efficiency  with  which  he  has  carried  on  the  work  in  .Ireland.  Mr. 
Tuke  was  absent  seven  weeks,  and  during  that  time  he  found  that 
thousands  of  persons  were  most  anxious  to  emigrate,  and  that  the 
poverty  and  distress  of  the  districts  in  question — Gralway,  Oughterarcl, 
Clifden,  Newport,  and  Belmullet — had  in  no  way  been  exaggerated. 

Difficulties  have  from  time  to  time  arisen  in  the  work  carried 
on  by  the  Committee,  but  for  the  most  part  they  have  been  met 
and  overcome.  The  Committee,  however,  suffered  one  considerable 
disappointment.  At  the  outset  they  determined,  both  as  a  sound 
principle,  and  in  order  to  make  the  funds  at  their  disposal  as  widely 
useful  as  possible,  primarily  to  assist  those  for  whom  a  reasonable 
portion  of  the  cost  of  emigration  should  be  forthcoming  from  lo.cal 
or  private  sources.  Acting  upon  this  principle,  and  after  full 
communications  with  the  Clifden  Board  of  Guardians,  the  Committee 
determined  to  apply  £5,000  towards  assisting  emigration  from 
that  Union,  with  the  understanding  that  the  Gruardians  would  borrow 
and  hand  over  to  the  Committee  a  further  sum  of  £2,000,  to  be 
applied  for  the  same  purpose.  In  pursuance  of  this  agreement  the 
Guardians  passed  a  resolution,  and  took  the  first  steps  towards 
applying  for  a  loan  of  £2,000  from  the  Board  of  Works  (unfor- 
tunately the  Emigration  Clause  of  the  Land  Act  of  1881  is  not 
applicable  to  Boards  of  Guardians).  Trusting  to  the  gcod  faith 
of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  the  Committee  made  arrangements  for 
the  emigration  of  a  large  number  of  families  and  individuals — 
some  had  actually  been  shipped  off — when  the  Guardians  rescinded 
their  previous  resolution,  and  declined  to  borrow  the  money.  As  the 
emigrants  themselves  were  in  a  state  of  great  destitution,  and  not 
in  a  condition  to  provide  any  portion  of  the  cost,  the  action  of  the 
Board  threw  on  the  Committee  the  whole  expense  of  sending  the 
emigrants  from  the  Clifden  Union,  necessitating  an  increased 
expenditure    on  their  part)   and  a   consequent    inability   to    assist 
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other  persons  to  the  extent  they  had  anticipated ;  and  at  the  same 
time  somewhat  discouraging  their  efforts. 

A  small  number  of  persons,  able  to  find  a  considerable  portion 
of  the  whole  cost,  have  been  assisted  from  Newport  and  Belmullefc. 

The  general  results  of  the  work  of  the  Committee  have,  however, 
been  successful.  They  have  done  the  work  cheaply  and  thoroughly, 
having  emigrated  some  1,200  persons,  chiefly  in  families,  at  a  cost 
of  a  little  over  £6  per  head.  Careful  arrangements  were,  moreover, 
made  for  the  reception  of  the  emigrants  on  the  other  side,  and  care 
taken  that  they  should  be  placed  in  a  position  to  obtain  work — for 
though  mostly  destitute,  the  adult  emigrants  were  able-bodied, 
capable,  and  willing  to  work.  Those  who  went  to  Canada  were  met 
and  taken  charge  of  by  the  agents  of  the  Canadian  Grovernment ; 
the  others  were  looked  after  on  anival  by  gentlemen  in  Boston  and 
Philadelphia — to  whom  the  warm  thanks  of  the  Committee  are  due 
* — and  either  sent  on  to  join  their  friends 5  or  placed  where  they  would 
obtain  work. 

Yery  satisfactory  accounts  have  been  received  of  the  welfare  of 
the  first  two  batches  of  emigrants,  and  the  Committee  have  every 
reason  to  hope  that  the  emigrants  will  prosper. 

Taking  into  account  the  distressing  poverty  of  the  people  in 
the  special  districts  above  named  $  and  their  proved  desire  to  emigrate, 
the  Committee  are  convinced  that  a  vast  amount  of  work  in  the  way 
of  emigration  still  remains  to  be  done.  The  necessary  outlay  would, 
however,  be  beyond  the  means  of  any  private  society.  But  the 
Committee  trust  that  the  Government  may  be  induced  to  take  action 
in  the  matter,  and  make  a  grant  of  money  this  summer  to  enable 
some  now  in  distress  to  escape  before  the  winter  ;  and  in  particular, 
that  assistance  may  be  given  to  the  large  number  of  families  recently 
evicted  in  the  districts  referred  to — tenants  who,  for  the  most  partj 
were  not  unwilling,  but  were  unable  to  pay  their  rents—so  that 
they  may  have  offered  them  the  only  present  alternative  to  the 
workhouse  or  starvation — emigration. 

This,  in  the  entire  absence  of  any  local  employment,  appears  to 
the  Committee  to  be  an  immediate  necessity  ;  but  more  remains  to 
be  done.  The  population  of  these  districts  is  so  much  congested,  the 
holdings  are  so  small,  and  the  soil  generally  so  poor,  that  even  if  the 
tenants  had  no  rents  to  pay,  they  would  for  the  most  part  be  unable 
to  maintain  themselves  even  in  good  seasons.  Systematic  emigration, 
judiciously  assisted,  seems  to  be  the  only  hope  for  the  population 
the  best  chance  alike  for  those  who  go  and  for  those  who  remain* 
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The  fact  that  the  districts  in  which  such  abject  poverty  prevails 
are  limited  in  extent,  encourages  the  Committee  to  insist  on  the 
necessity  and  practicability  of  affording  adequate  assistance  to  those 
Unions.  Elsewhere,  throughout  Ireland,  emigration  is  steadily  pro- 
ceeding unaided  ;  but  in  these  congested  Unions,  so  great  is  the  over- 
population and  poverty,  that  unless  outside  help  be  forthcoming,  the 
first  steps  towards  emigration  cannot  be  taken.  A  movement  in  the 
direction  of  emigration  once  started,  it  may  be  hoped  that  here,  as 
elsewhere,  it  will  gather  strength  as  it  proceeds ;  those  who  have  gone 
will  attract  to  them  many  of  those  who  remain,  and  emigration  will 
commence  its  natural  flow. 

The  Committee  believe  that  the  emigration  of  families  would 
not  meet  with  the  opposition  which  that  of  individuals  so  often 
encounters  ;  they  are  certainly  convinced  that  thousands  of  persons 
are  ready  to  emigrate  from  the  Unions  above-named. 

In  addition  to  their  gratitude  to  Mr.  Tuke,  the  Committee  desire 
to  express  their  warm  thanks  to  (amongst  others)  Mr.  Greorge  Melly, 
of  Liverpool,  for  his  valuable  assistance  in  the  matter  of  shipment, 
and  to  Major  Graskell,  who  lias  succeeded  Mr.  Take  in  Ireland,  for 
his  kindness  in  continuing  the  work,  and  giving  his  services  to  the 
Committee. 

SYDNEY  C.   BUXTON,  ^ 

HOWABD  HODGKKIN,  ( 

June,  1882. 


MR.     TUKE'S     REPORT, 


It  becomes  my  duty  to  lay  before  the  Committee  the  chief  results 
of  the  commission  with  which  I  was  entrusted  at  the  meeting  held  at 
the  Duke  of  Bedford's,  on  the  31st  of  March  last.  The  general 
principles  suggested  by  the  Committee  for  my  guidance  are  stated 
in  the  Preface. 

The  spring  being  the  time  best  suited  for  emigration,  it  was 
needful,  at  the  earliest  possible  moment  after  the  meeting,  to  proceed 
to  the  "West  of  Ireland,  to  carry  out  arrangements  whereby  (he 
emigrants  might  reach  their  destinations  before  the  hot  weather 
set  in.  Leaving  home  on  the  4th  of  April,  and  spending  a  day  in 
Liverpool  and  another  in  Dublin,  for  the  purpose  of  making  various 
necessary  enquiries  and  arrangements,  I  arrived  at  Glendalough, 
Galway,  the  centre  of  the  Clifden  Union,  on  the  7th.  Before  leaving 
home  it  had  been  determined,  as  far  as  possible,  to  confine  the 
operations  of  the  Fund  to  a  limited  area  in  the  West,  comprising  the 
poorest  Unions.  Clifden,  Co.  Gralway,  with  Newport  and  Belmullet, 
Co.  Mayo,  shared  this  unenviable  position.  The  additional  reason 
for  selecting  Clifden  was  that  the  Guardians  had,  by  minute  (in 
February  last),  unanimously  come  to  the  conclusion  that  emigration 
was  a  necessity,  and  had  applied  to  the  Government  for  assistance. 
The  ten  following  days  were  chiefly  spent  in  going  through  the 
district,  making  enquiries,  investigating  the  real  demand  for  emigra- 
tion and  the  condition  of  the  people,  and  to  some  extent  in  conferring 
with  the  Union  authorities  as  to  future  arrangements. 

At  Glendalough,  Mr.  H.  A.  Kobinson,  Poor  Law  Inspector,  met 
me,  and  reported  that  on  the  4th  of  April  the  Clifden  Board  of 
Guardians — who  were  aware  that  the  Committee  were  willing  to 
co-operate  with  them  in  assisting  emigration — had  unanimously 
passed  the  following  resolution  : — "  That  the  Guardians  now  desire 
to  intimate  that,  as  they  have  ascertained  that  a  fund  is  forthcoming 
out  of  which  assistance  will  be  given  to  persons  desirous  of 
emigrating,  the  Board  will  now  bo  prepared  to  receive  and  consider 
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applications  from  all  sucli  persons,  and  will  take  steps  to  procure 
whatever  money  may  be  required  for  this  purpose." 

This  resolution  accorded  with  the  views  of  the  Committee, 
and  it  seemed  evident  that  the  right  course  was  to  act  in  con- 
junction with  the  Union  authorities  in  all  matters  concerning 
emigration  from  that  district.  When,  therefore,  I  arrived  in 
Clifden,  on  the  morning  of  the  10th,  I  called  upon  Mr.  Burke, 
the  Clerk  of  the  Union,  and  made  arrangements  with  him  for 
carrying  on  the  work,  he  giving  instructions  to  the  relieving 
officers,  of  whom  there  are  three  in  the  Union,  to  make  enquiries 
throughout  their  respective  districts  and  to  take  down  the  names 
of  any  who  really  wished  to  emigrate.  In  the  afternoon  I  drove 
with  Mr.  Burke  for  twenty  miles  along  the  wild  stony  districts 
in  the  south-west  of  the  Union,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
the  feeling  of  the  people  as  regards  emigration.  The  general 
result  of  this  enquiry  convinced  me  that  there  existed  a  very 
widespread  desire  for  emigration.  Many  applications  were  made 
to  me  during  this  drive,  as  well  as  in  Clifden.  In  one  place  on  the 
coast  we  met  a  number  of  men  engaged  in  making  a  rough  stone  pier, 
working  for  Is.  to  Is.  4d.  a  day,  and  on  being  asked  whether  any 
of  them  wished  to  emigrate,  the  reply  was  "  that  they  all  did." 

Two  following  days  were  similarly  spent  in  making  enquiries, 
and  with  a  like  result.  At  Roundstone,  at  Cashel,  and  at  Carna,  I 
was  told,  and  I  found  it  was  a  fact,  that  many  would  gladly  emigrate. 
At  Carna  and  at  Grlynsk  Bridge  I  spent  part  of  a  day  amongst  the 
people  who  had  been  evicted  in  the  early  part  of  the  year.  Several 
of  those  I  had  seen  on  my  visit  a  month  previously  had  since 
emigrated,  many  others  were  still  lying  in  the  same  damp  trenches, 
some  evidently  suffering  from  long  exposure  and  want  of  food ;  all 
of  them  begged  to  be  assisted  to  emigrate.  It  was  a  satisfaction  to 
be  able  to  hold  out  some  hope  that  their  wishes  would  be  granted, 
though  I  could  not  make  any  definite  promises  to  them  at  the 
moment ;  but  as  a  matter  of  fact  a  very  large  number  of  these 
people  were  ultimately  sent  out. 

Another  day  or  two  were  spent  in  the  northern  portions  of  the 
Union,  Letterfrack,  Renvyle,  &c,  where  some  applications  were 
made  both  then  and  afterwards.  During  the  days  thus  occu- 
pied I  occasionally  met  the  relieving  officers,  and  found  on  all 
sides  the  opinion  expressed  that  numbers  of  families,  whether 
evicted  or  no,  were  anxious  to  emigrate,  and  would  do  so  if  enabled. 
One  of  the  instructions  given  to  the  relieving  officers  was  that 
the  amount  which  individuals  could  provide  towards  the  cost  of 
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emigration  should  be  taken  down,  but  at  each  step  it  became  more 
and  more  evident  that  the  poverty  of  the  people,  except  in  a  very  few 
cases,  would  not  allow  of  their  finding  any  portion  of  the  cost,  and 
that  unless  the  proportion  (one-half)  demanded  by  the  Committee  were 
found  by  the  Gruardians,  very  few  of  the  people  would  be  able  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  assistance  offered  by  the  Fund.  In  order  to 
place  before  the  Committee  the  class  of  cases  for  which  the  assistance 
of  the  Fund  was  required,  it  may  be  well,  in  a  note,  to  give 
one   or  two  instances  * 

After  a  week  spent  in  preliminary  enquiries  in  the  Clifden 
Union,  I  reported  to  the  Committee  in  the  following  terms  the 
general  results  of  these  enquiries : — (1)  The  great  demand  on 
the  part  of  the  people  for  emigration.  (2)  The  extreme  poverty 
of  large  masses  of  small  cultivators  of  land.  (3)  As  resulting 
from  this,  the  necessity  which  exists  to  give  them  assistance  to  an 
extent  varying  from  the  whole  to  one-half  the  cost,  and  which 
must  in  my  belief  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  those  on  the  spot. 

On  the  13  th  of  April  I  drove  to  Westport,  and  subsequently  to 


*(1)  H.  B.,  aged  thirty- five  ;  wife  thirty  ;  five  children.  Evicted  tenants. 
Rent,  £15  a-y  ear,  jointly  with  another.  Twelve  years  ago  had  several  head  of 
cattle  and  sheep  ;  was  then  worth  £200  or  more.  Had  sold  his  last  cow  for 
£6  10s.,  and  had  now  no  milk  to  give  his  children,  no  meal  whatever.  Grazing 
land  much  reduced,  said  to  be  cause.  Saw  children  all  in  rags.  He  could  find 
nothing  towards  cost  of  emigration. 

(2)  C.  D.  Wife  and  five  children  (thirteen,  eleven,  nine,  six,  one  and  a- 
half  years  old).  Evicted  tenant,  living  in  miserable  hut,  in  abject  poverty  ; 
hardly  any  clothing  ;  stated  to  be  a  very  good  workman  when  could  find 
employment.  "  Could  not  find  one  half  penny. "  Had  some  out-door  relief  for 
a  time. 

(3)  E.  F.,  forty-five.  Evicted.  Wife  and  children.  Had  held  a  farm  at 
£13  a-year  ;  could  not  pay  the  arrears  ;  evicted  in  January.  Had  offered,  with 
others  who  were  evicted,  to  go  into  Court  and  pay  a  year's  rent  and  take  the 
benefit  of  the  Arrears  Clause,  and  to  have  his  rent  settled  by  Court.  This  was 
refused. 

(4)  G.  H.,  forty;  wife  and  four  in  family,  full  grown.  A  small  holder  of 
land ;  couldpay  some  part ;  could  work  at  anything,  build  walls,  bridges,  or  dig  ; 
had  some  of  the  family  in  States ;  very  anxious  to  join  them  ;  two  daughters 
working  in  Scotland  ;  could  not  live  on  the  land. 

(5)  J.  K.  ;  wife  and  three  children.  Husband  had  gone  to  America  three 
years  ago  ;  had  at  last  sent  them  the  tickets  to  join  him  ;  had  lived  in  desperate 
poverty  since  her  husband  had  been  away,  but  had  never  and  would  never  apply 
to  the  Guardians  for  relief  ;  neighbours  as  poor  as  herself  almost  had  helped 
her  a  bit.  But  now,  though  she  had  the  tickets,  she  had  no  clothing  and  no 
means  of  getting  to  Gal  way.     Bore  most  excellent  character. 

(G)  G.  M".  ;  wife  and  two  children.  Evicted  tenant.  Husband  gone  a  short 
time  ago,  with  one  daughter,  intending  to  send  for  the  rest  of  the  family. 
Dwelling  unfit  for  human  or  other  habitation. 


■'<■-,'  i 
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Newport  (about  fifty  miles  from  Clifden),  for  the  purpose  of  making 
enquiries  in  a  portion  of  the  Newport  Union  which  Mr.  Robinson 
had  told  me  was  very  poor  and  in  great  need  of  help.  Although  no 
notice  had  been  given  of  my  coming,  yet,  when  I  arrived  at 
Rosturk  Castle,  Mr.  R.  Y.  Stoney's  house  on  the  north  shore  of 
Clew  Bay,  a  great  number  of  applicants,  principally  from  the 
districts  of  Achill  and  Mulranny,  had  already  assembled.  The 
whole  day  was  spent  in  taking  down  the  names  of  applicants.  In 
some  instances  the  people  promised  to  provide  half  of  the  cost,  in 
others  a  third  or  a  part,  but  a  very  considerable  number  were  too 
poor  to  pay  anything.  Mr.  Stoney,  to  whom  I  was  much  indebted 
for  the  assistance  given,  was  with  me  during  the  time  these  names  were 
being  taken  down,  and  confirmed  the  statements  of  absolute  poverty 
evident  in  many  cases ;  and  as  he  constantly  resides  among  the 
people  his  knowledge  of  their  circumstances  is  undoubted.  Indeed, 
the  simple  fact  that,  in  spite  of  the  very  short  notice  given  in  the 
Union  that  the  possibility  of  help  for  emigration  existed,  I  had  from 
one  small  district  applications  for  assistance  on  behalf  of  about  300 
persons,  is  most  significant,  not  only  of  the  poverty  of  the  people,  but 
of  their  determination  to  escape  from  it  at  all  hazards.  On  previous 
visits  to  Ireland  I  spent  some  time  in  going  through  this  district,  and 
had  been  much  struck  with  the  minuteness  and  poverty  of  the 
holdings— little  bits  of  rocky  land  running  all  along  the  sea  coast, 
the  holding  often  cut  up  into  many  portions  by  the  great  boulders. 
No  wonder  that,  placed  in  such  circumstances,  many  of  the  popula- 
tion are  longing  to  emigrate. 

On  the  18th  of  April  I  returned  to  Clifden,  ready  to  commence 
the  actual  work  of  emigration.  The  lists  which  the  relieving 
officers  had  been  preparing,  according  to  Mr.  Burke's  instructions, 
were  brought  in ;  and  it  appeared  that  the  result  of  less  than  a  week's 
enquiry  in  the  Union  of  Clifden,  had  sufficed  to  enrol  on  the  lists 
the  names  of  222  families,  or  1,276  persons  ;  and  the  relieving  officers 
stated  that  further  enquiry  would  at  least  double  the  number.  It  was 
needful,  therefore,  to  give  notice  that  no  more  names  could  be 
taken  for  the  present.  Some  names  have  been  added  and  others 
omitted,  but  as  a  whole  these  lists  have  formed  the  basis  from 
which  the  plan  of  emigration  has  been  carried  out  from  that  time 
to  this. 

It  will  probably  be  best,  without  entering  minutely  into  a 
detailed  chronological  account  of  the  work,  to  give  some  idea  of 
the  general  line  of  action  which  was  adopted. 

I.  Firstly,  then,  as  to  the  arrangement  with  the  Clifden  Union. 
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At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  held  on  the  19th  of  April,  the 
Gruardians  followed  up  their  resolution  of  the  4th,  already  referred 
to,  by  agreeing  by  a  majority  to  apply  to  the  Local  Government 
Board  for  a  loan  of  £2,000.  So  far  this  was  satisfactory,  but 
when  the  views  of  the  Gruardians  came  to  be  considered  more 
closely,  it  appeared  that  they  were  not  likely  to  expend  the 
amount  per  head  for  emigration  which  the  Committee  deemed 
needful  to  ensure  its  success.  To  the  Union  the  object  was,  not 
unnaturally,  to  expend  the  smallest  sum  which  could  emigrate  the 
largest  number,  and  to  them  the  sum  of  £2,000  appeared  sufficient, 
with  another  £2,000  added,  to  emigrate  above  1,000  individuals.  But 
it  was  at  once  clear  to  me  that  £4,000  was  a  sum  not  nearly  sufficient 
properly  to  emigrate  this  number  in  the  way  desired  by  the 
Committee,  and  sketched  out  in  the  resolutions  adopted  at  the 
inaugural  meeting.  In  the  first  place,  the  scheme  would  utterly 
break  down  if  the  emigrants  were  merely  landed  on  the  American 
seaboard,  and  not  forwarded  from  thence  either  to  places  to  which  they 
specially  wished  to  go,  or  at  any  rate  to  suitable  fields  of  labour. 
Again,  it  was  evident  that,  as  a  rule,  the  emigrants  would  need 
a  large  contribution  towards  clothing,  their  conveyance  to  Gralway, 
and  other  minor  items. 

Under  these  circumstances,  as  all  enquiries  proved  most  clearly 
that  the  people  could  advance  little  or  nothing  towards  the  cost  of 
emigration,  it  was  necessary  to  consider  whether  the  rule  adopted 
by  the  Committee,  requiring  one-half  of  the  cost  to  be  paid, 
should  be  enforced.  I  therefore  felt  it  needful  to  apply  to 
the  Committee  for  their  sanction  to  an  expenditure,  if  required, 
of  a  sum  of  £5,000,  in  place  of  £2,000,  in  addition 
to  the  £2,000  which  was  to  be  received  from  the  Gruardians. 
The  principle  of  obtaining  half  the  cost  from  local  sources, 
would  in  that  case  have  to  be  abandoned  ;  not  to  have  abandoned 
the  principle  would,  however,  have  led  to  the  complete  collapse 
of  the  scheme.  Acting  upon  these  considerations,  the  Committee 
assented  to  this  expenditure,  and  also  consented  temporarily  to 
advance  another  £2,000  until  the  Gruardians  should  have  effected 
their  loan.*  Further,  with  regard  to  the  question  of  cost,  the 
Committee  decided  that  in  future,  instead  of  one-half  of  the  cost, 
£3  a-head  only  should  be  required  from  the  emigrants,  or  other  local 
sources. 

II.  The  difficult  question  of  ocean  transport  was  chiefly  undertaken 

*  This  was  not  done. 
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by  Mr.  Greorge  Melly,  of  Liverpool,  to  whose  hearty  co-operation  we 
are  much  indebted.  The  first  company  of  200  emigrants  left 
by  the  Allan  Line  steamer  on  the  28th  of  April,  this  Company 
calling  regularly  every  fortnight  at  Gralway.  It  was,  however, 
essential  that  other  steamers  should  call  at  Gralway  in  order  to 
avoid  the  great  expense  and  trouble  which  must  otherwise  be 
incurred  in  sending  the  emigrants  to  Queenstown  or  Liverpool 
Mr.  Melly,  after  considerable  trouble,  arranged  that  a  steamer 
of  the  Beaver  Line  should-  call  at  Gralway  on  the  6th  and 
19th  of  May,  we  undertaking  in  each  case  to  provide  a  certain 
number  of  passengers.  It  was  also  arranged  that  the  emigrants  going 
by  this  line  should  be  forwarded  by  train  to  their  various  destina- 
tions in  the  United  States  at  low  rates. 

III.  The  selection  of  the  emigrants  for  each  shipment,  the 
arrangements  which  were  necessary  for  bringing  them  from  their 
scattered  and  distant  homes  at  the  right  time  to  the  ship's  side, 
and  for  providing  them  with  suitable  clothing  and  outfit,  involved  an 
immense  amount  of  detail  and  work. 

The  lists  of  those  anxious  to  emigrate,  already  referred  to,  were 
four  in  number,  one  for  each  Dispensary  district  of  the  Union. 
These  were  carefully  enquired  into,  and  about  a  week  or  ten  days 
before  the  arrival  of  the  steamers,  the  relieving  officers  again 
went  through  their  districts,  and  marked  off  on  these  lists  a  certain 
number  of  families  who  would  be  able  and  ready  to  leave  on  the 
appointed  day. 

The  lists  of  these  selected  cases  were  again  brought  before  me, 
and  I  went  over  them  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Union  and  relieving 
officers,  discussing  the  size  and  general  condition  of  each  family, 
and  their  fitness  to  go,  and  rejecting  those  who  did  not  seem  to 
be  suitable.  Most  of  the  families,  as  before  remarked,  were  very 
destitute  of  clothing,  particularly  in  the  districts  where  evictions 
had  taken  place,  so  that  it  was  necessary  in  going  through  the  lists 
to  allot  to  nearly  every  family  a  certain  sum  of  money,  usually 
about  £3  or  £6  for  the  purchase  of  clothing. 

The  mode  adopted  for  the  distribution  of  clothing  was  as 
follows: — Mr.  Burke  drew  an  order  for  each  family  for  the  sum 
which  we  had  fixed  upon,  and  these  orders  were  made  available  for 
clothing  at  any  shop  in  Clifden,  &c.  The  emigrants  could  therefore 
choose  their  own  shop  or  shops.  Even  in  this  way  there  was  some 
danger  that  the  orders  might  be  abused ;  but  it  seemed  the  only 
satisfactory  mode  of  distributing  the  clothing,  and  the  relieving 
officers  and  others  were  constantly  in  and  out  of  the  shops  to  look 
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after  their  people.     In  fact,  the  contingent  from  each  district  came 
into  Clifden  under  the  charge  of  their  respective  relieving  officers. 

In  addition  to  this  revision  and  examination  of  the  lists,  in 
almost  every  case  I  saw  the  head  or  some  other  memher  of  the  family, 
either  in  their  own  homes,  or  more  usually  at  the  Workhouse.  This, 
of  course,  enabled  me  to  judge  better  of  the  condition  of  the  people 
and  of  their  suitability  for  emigration.  All  I  saw  confirmed  my 
belief  as  to  the  reality  of  their  poverty.  Some  of  those  thus  coming 
to  the  Workhouse  had  borrowed  the  jacket  or  other  clothing  they 
wore,  to  be  "  a  bit  dacent."  I  must  mention  that  as  the  Guaidians 
had  at  that  time  presumably  some  share  in  the  emigration,  many  of 
them,  the  shopkeepers  in  particular,  used  to  come  to  the  Workhouse 
and,  claiming  to  have  the  right  to  determine  who  were  and  who  were 
not  suitable  to  be  assisted,  took  a  very  active  part  in  scrutinising  the 
lists.  This  right  I  always  admitted,  but  its  exercise  often  caused 
me  considerable  annoyance,  and  loss  of  time. 

Another  matter  requiring  much  thought  and  arrangement  was 
the  conveyance  of  the  people  from  these  remote  districts  to  Gr  alway — 
usually  fifty  to  sixty  miles — so  that,  without  being  too  long  upon 
the  road,  they  should  all  be  at  Galway  the  evening  before  the  sailing 
of  the  steamer.  The  difficulty  will  be  more  fully  understood  when 
it  is  remembered  that  among  the  emigrants  were  a  considerable 
number  of  small  children,  that  the  districts  from  which 
the  emigrants  came  are  extremely  scattered,  and  that  many 
of  the  people  live  in  places  very  difficult  of  access,  to  which 
even  a  car  cannot  approach  within  two  or  three  miles.  In  no 
case  was  there  any  railway  communication.  It  was,  moreover, 
no  easy  matter  to  obtain  a  sufficient  number  of  cars  or 
other  conveyances.  Many  of  those  engaged  drove  the  fifty  miles 
from  Gal  way  the  previous  day,  and  back  the  next  with  the  emigrants. 
Some  families  travelled  on  the  common  carts  of  the  country — a  slow 
process  for  sixty  miles — and  some  of  the  men  walked  a  con- 
siderable part  of  the  way.  The  arrangements  for  conveyance  were, 
however,  successfully  carried  out  by  local  assistants,  whom  I 
employed,  and  by  the  relieving  officers,  so  that  no  family  was 
in  any  instance  too  late,  though  many  of  them  were  not  in 
Galway  till  two  or  three  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  day  on 
which  the  steamer  left.  The  cost  of  this  conveyance  necessarily 
formed  a  considerable  item  in  the  total  cost  of  emigration. 

Arrangements  had  also  to  be  made  in  Galway  for  lodging 
the  two,  three  or  four  hundred  emigrants  the  night  before  the 
vessel  sailed,  and  for  supplying  them  with  food  there  and  on  the  road. 
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After  the  people  had  arrived  at  Gralway  our  agents  and  others 
went  round  to  the  lodgings  and  gave  the  emigrants  their  tickets, 
in  exchange  for  the  written  orders  which  they  had  previously 
received,  and  which  were  a  guarantee  of  their  identity. 

The    following    accounts   of   the    embarkation   of    the  people, 
written  at  the  time,  may  be  of  interest : — 

Galway,  May  4&h,  1882. 

You  will,  I  know,  have  been  much  interested  to  hear  by  telegram  of  the 
successful  departure  of  the  350  emigrants  in  the  "  Nepigon."  She  arrived  here 
about  seven,  and  lay  in  the  Bay  nearly  a  mile  from  the  quay.  The  tug,  with 
its  first  freight  of  200  poor  Connemara  people,  was  soon  alongside.  The 
confusion  and  searches  for  missing  children,  bundles  of  clothing,  &c. ,  were 
considerable,  though  perhaps  not  greater  than  might  have  been  expected.  The 
wish  to  change  the  place  of  destination  on  the  tickets,  the  anxiety  to  know  that 
the  ticket  was  all  right  on  the  part  of  those  who  could  not  read,  the  sense  that 
they  were  committing  their  all  and  their  future  to  an  unknown  and  distant 
world,  doubtless  troubled  and  disturbed  many,  and  led  to  an  endless  amount  of 
questioning  and  little  difficulties.  Then,  again,  some  families  who  had  been 
expected  to  come  did  not  arrive,  and  others  had  been  substituted  ;  two  or  three 
brought  other  members  of  the  family  (or  near  relations),  who  had  not  been  put 
down,  earnestly  begging  for  them  to  be  accepted  at  the  last  moment.  One  girl 
went  into  a  paroxysm  of  grief  because  a  sister  was  not  allowed  to  go  with  her, 
and  when  she  was  admitted  went  into  another  because  a  brother  was  not  allowed. 
This  was  too  much  ;  and  she  became  so  excited  that  she  and  her  bundles  were 
at  length  replaced  on  the  tender.  But,  on  the  whole,  the  affair  was  very  well 
and  quietly  conducted.  The  greatest  trouble  really  was,  that  after  all  we  had 
done  to  clothe  the  people,  many  came  up  utterly  unfit  to  travel.  The  £3,  £5, 
or  £6  allowed  had  not  been  sufficient ;  and  had  it  not  been  that  Father  Stephen 
went  back  in  the  tug,  and  then  returned  in  a  sailing  boat  with  two  or  three 
bundles  for  the  captain  to  distribute  towards  the  end  of  the  voyage,  many  would 
have  left  very  poorly  provided  for. 

■  •••••» 

A  local  newspaper  gives  the  following  account : — 

"  Family  Emigration  from  Connemara. — -Mr.  Tuke  .  .  shipped  fifty- 
five  families,  numbering  over  300  souls,  in  the  '  Lake  Nepigon  '  this  morning  in 
Gal  way  Harbour.  The  families  are  all  from  Connemara,  and  had  nearly  all  been 
recently  evicted.  The  'Nepigon,'  which  belongs  to  the  Beaver  Line,  is  well- 
fitted  up  j  the  berths  are  bottomed  Avith  canvas  instead  of  the  ordinary  boards. 
The  captain  has  the  reputation  of  being  most  kind  and  attentive  to  his 
passengers.  The  '  Citie  of  the  Tribes '  steam  tug  made  two  trips  to  the 
steamer,  and  Mr.  Keogh,  of  the  Customs,  and  Dr.  llice  cleared  and  examined 
the  passengers.  Mr.  Tuke  was  present,  and  they  all  assembled  on  deck  and 
cheered  lustily,  men,  women  and  chile ren  being  in  the  best  spirits." 
•  •*.... 

A  fortnight  later, 

"  The  third  and  largest  batch  of  Connemara  emigrants,  numbering  in 
all  430  persons,  had,  with  the  invaluable  aid  of  Major  Gaskell,  been  gathered 
together,  and  by  car  or  omnibus  or  hooker,  were,  with  no  little  difficulty, 
collected  in  readiness  for  the  '  Winnipeg,'  appointed  to  sail  the  following 
morning.  Punctual  to  her  time,  at  five  the  following  morning  her  steam  whistle 
told  us  that  she  was  in  the  bay — that  all  hands  were  needed.  It  is  not  needful 
to  describe  that  which  is  involved  in  the  collection  from  the  lodging-houses 
the  exchange  of  tickets,  the  transfer  of  so  many  men,  women,  and  children  from 
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the  tug  to  the  steamer,  and  the  final  shakedown  on  board.  Suffice  it  to  say, 
that  with  the  aid  of  Major  Gaskell,  two  Dublin  gentlemen  who  became 
interested  in  the  work,  and  gave  us  much  valuable  help,  the  officers  of  the 
ship,  and  our  own  hard-working  assistants,  it  was  done  after  six  hours 
strenuous  toil,  and  with  cheers  the  emigrants  left — left  on  their  voyage  of 
discovery  to  the  New  World.  Through  the  kindness  of  Father  Nugent, 
of  Liverpool;  the  Rev.  J.  O'Donnell,  R.C.  Chaplain  of  the  Liverpool 
Workhouse,  had  been  induced  to  take  charge  of  them." 

I  may  perhaps  be  allowed  here  to  say,  that  in  any  future  work 
which  may  be  carried  on  I  would  most  strongly  advise,  on  all 
accounts,  the  shipment  of  smaller  numbers.  Batches  of  not  more 
than  ten  or  fifteen  families  at  the  utmost  should  be  sent  out.  The 
doing  so  would  lessen  the  great  strain  on  this  side,  and  at  the  same 
time  reduce  the  chances  of  any  difficulty  in  finding  employment  in 
America,  which  the  larger  numbers  may  cause. 

Having  said  thus  much  of  the  arrangements  on  this  side  of  the 
Atlantic,  it  may  be  well  to  give  some  account  of  the  organization 
on  the  other  side  for  receiving  and  looking  after  the  emigrants — 
arrangements  which  were  essential  if  the  scheme  were  to  be  a  success. 
As  regards  the  emigrants  going  to  Canada,  no  difficulty  was 
encountered,  the  Canadian  Government  undertaking  through  their 
agents  not  only  to  meet  the  emigrants  on  their  arrival,  but  also  to  find 
employment  for  them,  chiefly  in  Western  Ontario,  where  there  is  now 
a  great  demand  for  agricultural  labour.  The  authorities  at  the 
Canadian  office  in  London  took  a  warm  interest  in  the  matter,  and 
advised  their  Agents  as  to  the  number  of  our  emigrants  going 
out,  requesting  that  especial  attention  should  be  shown  them. 
Besides  these  advantages  gained  by  sending  emigrants  to 
Canada,  the  Canadian  Government  offers  £1  a-head  towards  the 
passage  of  agricultural  ]abourers  and  their  families.  It  was, 
however,  found  that  very  few  of  the  emigrants  wished  to  go  to 
Canada.  Most  of  them  had  relations  in  the  United  States,  or 
knew  of  friends  who  had  done  well  there,  and  consequently  preferred 
going  to  the  country  of  which  they  had  heard  such  good  reports.  One 
family  only  went  to  Canada  by  the  first  vessel,  and  by  the  second  ten 
families,  or  fifty-six  persons.  When  it  came  to  the  third  vessel,  how- 
ever, and  the  chances  of  emigrating  at  all,  became  less,  the  people's 
desire  to  get  away  anywhere,  led  them  to  accept  willingly  almost  any 
offer  by  which  this  could  be  effected,  and  consequently  170  persons 
went  to  Canada  by  the  "  Lake  Winnipeg. "  The  Canadian  emigrants 
were  chiefly  booked  through  to  Toronto,  where  the  Canadian 
Grovernment  undertook  to  find  them  work. 

A  considerable  proportion  of  those  going  to  the  United  States 
went  to  join  their  friends  ;  but  nevertheless  it  was  obviously  needful 
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that  some  arrangements  should  be  made  for  having  all  the  emigrants 
met  on  the  other  side,  especially  on  account  of  the  children. 
Before  leaving  home  I  had  written  to  a  personal  friend  in 
Philadelphia,  and  he,  together  with  some  other  gentlemen,  have 
rendered  most  kind  and  efficient  services  in  looking  after  the 
emigrants  arriving  at  Boston  by  steamer,  or  at  New  York  and 
Philadelphia  by  rail,  from  Quebec.  I  have  had  accounts  from 
him  of  the  arrival  of  the  three  first  ships.  Some  of  the  people 
at  their  own  wish  were  sent  on  to  Pittsburg,  Cleveland,  and 
other  places,  while  my  friends  found  employment  for  many  of 
them  in  the  Eastern  States,  some  in  village  manufactories,  the 
masters  being  so  anxious  to  engage  them  that  they  not  only  paid 
the  railway  fares,  but  also  provided  houses  for  the  emigrants  and 
their  families,  in  which  I  hear  that  many  of  them  are  already 
comfortably  settled,  and  earning  good  wages. 

Already  some  private  accounts  have  reached  Clifden  of  the 
happiness  and  success  of  individual  families  who  have  gone  to  the 
States.  Information  has  also  been  received  that  suitable  agricultural 
work  has  been  found  by  the  Canadian  Government  for  the  families 
sent  to  Toronto. 

On  the  20th  of  May,  the  day  after  the  sailing  of  the 
u  Winnipeg,"  I  returned  to  England,  leaving  Major  Gaskell,  who 
had  joined  me  nearly  a  fortnight  previously,  in  Gal  way,  to  continue 
the  work.  He  is  still  in  the  West  of  Ireland,  and  some  account  of 
what  he  has  done  up  to  this  time  has  been  appended. 

Before  concluding  this  Report,  there  are  one  or  two  other 
points  to  which  it  may  be  well  to  refer. 

When  the  movement  was  commenced  it  was  thought  very 
possible  that  opposition  to  the  work  of  the  Committee  might  arise 
from  certain  quarters ;  but  after  two  months'  experience,  I  can  state 
that  no  such  opposition  has  shown  itself,  at  any  rate  openly,  though 
some  has  arisen  from  a  quarter  whence  it  had  not  been  expected. 
Some  priests  have  openly  helped  and  encouraged  the  work, 
some  have  privately  sympathised  with  it,  while  if  others 
have  been  hostile  to  it,  their  opposition  has  had  no  apparent 
effect.  Opposition,  however,  has  come  from  the  shopkeepers  of  the 
district.  I  have  already  alluded  to  this  on  the  part  of  some 
who  were  Guardians,  but  it  has  not  been  confined  to  them.  A 
deputation  of  ten  shopkeepers  waited  upon  me  one  day  at 
Clifden,  in  the  hotel,  and  represented  to  me  that  the 
assistance  from  the  Fund  should  be  given  only  to  those  tenants  who 
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had  been  evicted,  or  to  labourers  who  could  not  find  employment. 
Their  chief  complaint  was,  that  many  of  the  would-be  emigrants 
were  in  their  debt,  or  well  off,  and  they  proposed  that  I  should  submit  the 
lists  to  their  scrutiny,  so  that  "  those  deeply  in  our  books,  having  the 
means  of  meeting  their  just  liabilities,  but  now  taking  advantage  of  this 
emigration  scheme  in  order  to  avoid  them,  may  be  struck  off."  I 
have  had  numbers  of  notes,  more  or  less  angry,  to  this  effect, 
objecting  to  names  on  the  lists,  and  asking  me  to  pay  their 
debts,  &c.  This  opposition  en  the  part  of  many  of  the  shop- 
keepers had,  indeed,  a  more  serious  effect.  Many  of  them 
are  Guardians — perhaps  it  would  not  be  beyond  the  mark  to 
say  that  most  of  the  elected  Guardians  are  shopkeepers— and 
it  is  probably  due  to  their  influence  that  on  the  3rd  of  May  the 
Board  actually  rescinded  the  resolution  of  the  19th  of  April,  already 
referred  to,  by  which  the  application  for  a  loan  of  £2,000  was 
sanctioned.  The  application  had,  in  due  course,  been  made  to  the 
Local  Government  Board,  and  had  been  approved  by  them  and  by 
the  Public  Works  Loan  Commissioners — though  several  further  forms 
would  have  been  necessary  before  the  money  could  be  advanced ; — 
the  Guardians  had,  subsequently  to  the  19th  of  April,  fully  accepted 
and  understood  their  position,  by  alluding  in  one  of  their  resolutions 
of  the  26th  to  the  emigrants  who  were  being  sent  out  "  by  the  aid 
of  the  funds  of  this  Union,"  and  yet  on  the  3rd  of  May  they 
abandoned  the  position  they  had  taken  up,  and  broke  with  the 
arrangement  which  only  a  fortnight  before  they  had  come  to  with  the 
Committee,  and  upon  the  faith  of  which  the  Committee  had  com- 
menced, and  already  partially  carried  out,  an  extensive  scheme  of 
emigration  from  the  Union.  The  work  had  in  consequence  to 
be  curtailed,  and  many  persons  who  had  their  names  on  the  lists,  and 
were  hoping  to  emigrate,  were  thereby  prevented  from  leaving. 
The  invaluable  services  rendered  by  Mr.  John  Burke,  the  Clerk  to 
the  Union,  must  not  be  passed  over  without  acknowledgment ;  it  is 
hardly  too  much  to  say  that  without  his  assistance  the  work  could 
not  have  been  accomplished. 

In  reference  to  other  Unions  where  the  Committee  had  hoped  to 
have  been  able  to  assist,  it  may  be  needful  to  say  that  the  Newport 
Board  of  Guardians  had  passed  a  resolution  somewhat  to  the  same 
effect  as  that  passed  by  the  Clifden  Board  on  the  4th  of  April.  But 
they  never  advanced  beyond  this,  except  to  apply  for  a  loan  of  £100 
towards  emigration,  to  be  devoted  to  cases  in  the  Workhouse  only. 
It  therefore «.  seemed  very  doubtful  whether  assistance  could  be 
given  to  any  number  of  the  poor  people  of  Achill  and  Mulranny 
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whom  I  had  been  to  see,  or  to  others  in  this  Union.  As  the  Union 
declined  to  borrow  further,  it  remained  that  the  only  terms  upon 
which  I  was  able  to  offer  assistance  were  those  already  mentioned, 
namely,  that  £3  per  fare  (i.e.,  per  adult  or  two  children)  should 
be  forthcoming  from  the  emigrants  or  from  other  local  sources. 
However,  early  in  May,  Mr.  Hodgkin,  who  had  been  assisting  me  with 
the  second  shipment  in  Clifden,  taking  my  former  lists  with  him,  went 
to  that  district  to  see  to  what  extent  the  people  were  able  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  assistance.  But  he  found  that  upon  the  above 
terms  it  was  almost  impossible  to  help  families,  though  there  were  a 
certain  number  of  individuals  who  were  able  to  find  the  necessary  £3. 
To  have  helped  individuals  to  emigrate  extensively  would,  however, 
not  have  been  in  accordance  with  the  objects  of  the  Fund.  As  a 
matter  of  fact  about  twenty  individuals  were  assisted,  while  as  regards 
families  only  three  were  assisted,  out  of  thirty  who  were  unable  to 
find  the  required  amount.  The  demand  for  emigration  was  still 
very  great,  though  owing  to  the  knowledge  of  the  £3  limitation, 
the  applicants  did  not  come  forward  as  they  would  otherwise 
have  done.  But  on  all  sides  it  was  reported  that  almost  every  poor 
family  in  the  district  would  be  glad  to  emigrate  if  free  emigration 
were  found  for  them.  It  was  evident  in  this  district,  as  elsewhere, 
that  the  most  suitable  cases  and  those  who  most  wish  to  go,  are 
those  who  are  least  able  to  pay  anything  towards  tli6  cost. 

The  result  of  all  I  have  seen  and  heard  in  the  last  two 
months,  more  and  more  convinces  me  of  the  extreme  poverty  of 
the  people  in  these  Western  Unions,  and  of  the  impossibility  of  their 
contributing  to  any  material  extent  towards  the  cost  of  emigration, 
at  the  present  time.  A  gentleman  who  has  property  in  this 
neighbourhood,  in  speaking  of  the  extraordinary  demand  for  emi- 
gration, said  that  to  his  mind  it  was  the  most  complete  proof  that 
could  be  given  of  the  abject  poverty  of  the  people,  and  he  added 
that  he  was  certain  that  if  the  tenants  were  called  on  to  pay  any 
portion  of  the  passage  money,  it  would  at  once  stop  the  whole  affair, 
and  that  if  even  "  the  bit  of  clothing  "  now  given  were  not  granted, 
the  people  would  not  go ;  and  this  statement  is  confirmed  by  the 
fact,  that,  in  spite  of  the  £3  or  £5  that  had  been  allowed  to  the 
emigrants,  a  number  of  those  who  came  on  board  the  "Nepigon"  were 
most  insufficiently  clothed,  and  at  the  last  moment  a  considerable 
amount  had  to  be  expended  on  them.  No  Irishman  would  leave  home 
willingly  in  rags,  or  without  shoes  and  stockings,  and  the  fact  that  so 
many,  after  the  allowance  deemed  needful  by  the  officials,  were  still  so 
ill-provided  with  clothing,  is  an  added  proof  of  the  oft-repeated  story 
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of  the  abject  poverty  of  these  poor  people,  and  of  the  uselessness 
of  offering  to  send  them  out  at  half-fares. 

Another  proof  of  the  poverty  of  the  people  was  the  numerous 
evictions  that  were  taking  place  throughout  the  district,  usually 
on  account  of  the  non-payment  of  rents  so  small,  that  even 
if  they  were  three  or  four  years  in  arrear,  a  tenant  with  £6  to  £10 
in  his  pocket  could  have  paid  them  and  remained  on  the  land. 
To  quote  one  instance,  evictions  were  to  take  place  on  twenty-four 
holdings,  the  rents  of  which  ranged  from  £1  to  £5  ;  the  arrears  of  rent 
varied  from  five  to  seven  years,  but  though  the  landlord  offered  to 
wipe  off  all  these  arrears  on  condition  of  one  year's  rent  being  paid, 
in  no  single  instance  had  this  as  yet  been  done.  A  gentleman  in  the 
district  told  me  that  a  few  weeks  ago  he  had  not  thought  that  the 
people  were  so  poor,  or  that  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  pay  their 
rents,  but  now  that  he  had  seen  the  way  in  which  such  numbers  of 
the  people  had  allowed  themselves  to  be  evicted,  he  was  constrained  to 
believe  it. 

I  was  also  much  struck  with  a  growing  feeling  among  the 
people  themselves  that  emigration  is  the  only  help  for  them.  I  hear 
that  within  the  last  year  or  two  they  have  become  more  and  more 
disheartened  with  their  prospects,  and  have  ceased  to  care,  as  they 
formerly  did,  for  the  land  which  they  now  find  fails  to  support  them, 
and  leaves  them  in  their  present  miserable  condition. 

Another  fact,  which  very  much  complicates  matters,  is  that, 
owing  to  many  accountable  causes,  the  demand  for  labour  in  these 
districts  is  very  much  less  than  it  used  to  be,  and  is  continually  decreas- 
ing. This  growing  dearth  of  employment  throughout  the  whole 
district,  and  the  hundreds  of  strong  men  demanding  work  and 
unable  to  get  it,  is  indeed  most  alarming. 

The  work  of  the  Fund  has,  I  am  convinced,  been  of  the  greatest 
use  and  : benefit  in  lessening  to  some  extent  this  tension,  and  in 
alleviating  the  unfortunate  condition  of  this  one  Union.  But  to 
apply  an  effectual  remedy  to  this  and  to  other  districts  lies  beyond 
the  scope  of  any  private  society,  and  I  am,  therefore,  more  than  ever 
assured  that  it  is  the  immediate  and  imperative  duty  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  take  up  and  investigate  the  condition  of  these  Western 
Unions,  and  adequately  and  promptly  to  deal  with  their  special 
circumstances  and  special  poverty  in  a  special  and  liberal  manner. 

The  following  statement  will  shew  the  numbers  and  dates  of 
sailing  of  the  three  parties  : — 

April   28th,   per    ''Austrian,"   152  fares,  families   or   parts   ot    families  ;    total 
201  persons. 
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May  5th,    per   "  Nepigon,"   260  fares,   families   or   par's   of   families  ;    total 

345  persons. 
May  19th,   per   "Winnipeg,"    350   fares,  families  or  parts   of    families;    total 

432  persons. 

In  addition,  289  persons  were  sent  out  by  various  other 
shipments,  making  a  total  of  1,267  persons. 

In  bringing  this  report  to  a  conclusion,  I  hope  it  may  not  be 
deemed  presumptuous  to  offer  one  or  two  suggestions  in  reference  to 
any  possible  future  working  or  objects  of  the  Fund. 

The  "  experiment,"  as  it  was  called  at  the  beginning,  has 
been  made,  with  what  success  as  to  the  individuals  we  must  leave  time 
to  say,  but  this  much  we  can,  we  think,  distinctly  say  has  been  proved. 

1.  The  intense  desire  of  large  numbers  to  emigrate  from  the 
impoverished  Unions  in  the  West  of  Ireland,  and  that  this  desire  has 
not  been  stopped  by  any  adverse  influences  at  present  at  work. 

2.  That  the  poverty  of  the  people  in  the  districts  under  con- 
sideration is  so  great  that  very  little,  if  any,  of  the  cost  of  emigration 
can  be  obtained  from  the  emigrants  themselves. 

3.  That  it  is  not  probable  that  the  Union  in  these  districts,  unless 
legally  compelled,  will  tax  themselves  for  this  object,  or  the  funds  be 
supplied  by  other  local  sources. 

4.  That  the  numbers  requiring  to  be  assisted  to  emigrate  from 
certain  well  defined  Western  Unions  is  so  large,  that  whether  fifty,  or 
a  hundred  thousand,  or  more,  it  would  be  beyond  the  power  of  any 
private  association  to  supply  the  funds. 

5.  That,  especially  in  certain  of  these  Unions,  in  which  a  large 
number  of  impoverished  families  have  been  evicted,  it  is  essential  that 
this  assistance  should  be  immediately  commenced. 

6.  That  no  emigration  of  families  should  be  encouraged  without 
corresponding  and  satisfactory  arrangements  having  been  made  in 
Canada,  or  the  United  States,  or  elsewhere,  for  the  reception  of  the 
emigrants. 

Presuming  these  conclusions  to  be  established,  and  with  the 
hope  that  the  Government  may  take  up  the  question  of  granting 
assistance  for  emigration  to  impoverished  Unions,  it  might  seem 
that  the  especial  work  of  this  Committee  would  shortly  cease. 

But,  I  would  venture  to  urge,  inasmuch  as  the  function  of  the 
Government  could  hardly  include  much  more  than  the  providing  of 
free  passages,  whether  wholly  or  in  part,  there  will  still  remain  a  most 
important  field  of  work  for  an  association  such  as  has  been  formed, 
which,  utilising  the  experience  already  gained,  might  be  charged  with 
the  general  oversight  of  the  embarkation,  outfit,  and  other  minor  details 
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on  this  side ;  and  as  regards  the  placing  of  the  emigrants,  whether  in 
Canada  or  the  United  States,  might  advise  and  direct  them  to  the 
fields  of  labour  most  suited  to  their  circumstances.  An  offer  on  the 
part  of  such  voluntary  association  to  bear  part  of  the  cost,  and  take 
charge  of  some  absolutely  needed  arrangements,  might,  it  is  sug- 
gested, materially  influence  the  Government  to  deal  promptly  with 
the  question. 

It  only  remains  for  me  to  express  my  deep  sense  of  obligation 
for  the  kindness  and  confidence  which  has  been  shown  me  by  the 
Committee  in  carrying  out  this  important  task.  No  one  is  more 
conscious  than  myself  of  how  much  better  this  work  might  have  been 
done  by  others,  or  how  much  more  efficiently  with  the  experience  now 
gained,  any  future  work  may  be  carried  out. 

I  beg  to  remain,  &c., 

J.     II.    TUKE. 
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Recess,  Galwa*y, 

21st  May,  1882. 
Sir, 

As  Mr.  Tuke  has  gone — to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  Committee,  on  the 
23rd  inst.,  and  to  make  a  report — I  think  it  possible  that  you  may  look  for 
an  independent  account  of  the  impressions  made  upon  my  mind  by  the  work 
which  he  has  conducted,  and  in  the  last  section  of  which  I  have  taken  the 
part  of  a  disciple. 

The  area  covered    by  his  exertions  is  mainly  that  of  the  Clifden  Union, 
which  must  be  worked  from  a  base  line  about  thirty  English  miles  long,  through 
branches  extending  from  fifteen  to  thirty  miles  laterally.     In  consequence  of 
the  decision  of  the  Clifden  Board  of  Guardians  to  cancel  a  previous  resolution 
to  provide  funds,  the  work,  since  I  joined  Mr.  Tuke,  has  consisted  in  cutting 
down  the  lists   of   persons  previously  selected  for  emigration.     This  has  been 
no  easy  task,  in  view  of  the  uniform  level  of  poverty  apparent  in  the  district,  and 
of  the   pressing   nature  of   the  cases  put  forward  by  local  officials  and  others 
from  whom  information  has  been  sought.     Throughout  this  district,  containing 
from   four  to   five  thousand   families,  there  is  a  dearth  of   paid   employment. 
A  few  are  engaged  in  trading  turf  for  fuel  to  County  Clare  and  Arran  Islands, 
and    sea- weed  for  manure  to    Gal  way ;    but  the  bulk  of   the   population,  now 
that  the  seed  is  in  the  ground,  have  nothing  better  to  do  than  to  watch  the 
growth    of    their    potatoes.      Without   money    to    take   them    to   England  or 
Scotland,  with  no   store    of    provisions  at  home,  unable   (happily)   to   obtain 
credit  at  the    shops,  these   people    seem  to  have  realised  the  impossibility  of 
living  on    their    holdings,    and    the  precariousness  and  hopelessness  of    their 
condition  generally.     For  the  past  two  years  they  have  been  buoyed  up  with 
the  expectation  of  better  times — I  don't  say  reasonable  expectation,  for  they 
appear    not   to   reason  but  to  look  for  blessings  from  the  clouds — but  expec- 
tations have  been  held  out  to  them  which  are  proving  unreal  ;   and  they  seem 
now    to  be   sinking  into  despair.     That   is    the  tone — to   speak    generally — of 
all    classes    alike — clergy,    owners   of    property,  shopkeepers,  artisans  (though 
this  is  a  very  small  class),  labourers.     No  payments,  no  spending   of    money, 
want  of  employment,  want  of  industry,  want   of   confidence   between   classes ; 
evictions  in  many  directions,  a  general   deadness  and   listlessness  prevailing 
everywhere.      Employment,  the    opportunity  of   earning  money  on  the    spot, 
seems  a  necessary  remedy,  or  failing  that,  emigration  to  other  fields  of  labour; 
and  there  exists  an  epidemic  desire  to  emigrate  ;  an  eager,  uncalculating  desire  on 
the  part  of  thousands,  as  I  believe,  to  be  helped  to  leave  their  country.      If  this 
be  true  it  is  as  significant  as  sad,  in  reference  to  a  people,  perhaps  impulsive  and 
improvident,  but  certainly  home-loving.     They  are  a  fine  population,  teeming  in 
numbers,  crowded  on  a  narrow  fringe  of  coast,  with  miles  of  moor  and  mountain 
behind    them,  in  holdings    which,    if   the  rent    were  nil,  and   the  "farming" 
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many  times  better  than  it  is,  could  not  support  them.  The  manufacture  of 
kelp  used  to  bring  them  in  money,  but  the  demand  now  is  small  and  only 
for  a  quality  difficult  to  make.  Lobster  fishing  is  profitable  to  a  few  during 
two  or  three  months,  and  other  fish  there  must  be  in  the  sea.  But  there 
is  no  market,  the  people  are  not  fishermen,  and  the  sea  is  the  open  Atlantic. 
Emigration,  and  on  a  large  scale,  seems  a  necessity  of  the  moment.  Whom 
to  take  ;  where  to  take  them  ;  and  how  to  take  them,  are  the  questions  which 
Mr.  Tuke  has  been  engaged  in  solving  with  a  degree  of  success  which  I  am 
sure  he  himself  has  not  had  time  to  realise,  but  which  others  must  very 
gratefully  acknowledge. 

In  a  short  month  he  has  organised  a  double  system  of  selection  on  this 
side  and  of  supervision  on  the  other  side  of  the  water  ;  and  sent  1,000  persons 
rejoicing  on  the.  way  which,  subject  to  their  own  exertions,  leads,  by  a!I 
accounts,  to   competence. 

The  season  is  late,  and  it  may  be  expedient  that  this  feverish  desire  for 
emigration  should  be  allowed  to  cool,  and  some  test  applied  as  to  the  ability 
of  the  people  to  help  themselves  ;  but  my  own  conviction  is  that  any  scheme 
of  emigration,  to  be  useful  to  this  coast  and  island  population,  should  be 
one  providing  for  the  whole  cost  of  passage  from  the  cottage  door  to  the 
destination.  The  families  are  large  ;  and  the  most  they  can  scrape  together 
—  and  they  will  sell  every  particle  of  property  in  order  to  emigrate— will 
barely  suffice  to  clothe  them  decently,  and  leave  a  little  cash  in  hand  for 
use  on  landing. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obed'ent  Servant, 

W.   P.    GASEELL. 

Sydney  C.  Buxton,  Esq. 


12th  June,  1882. 
Bill, 

Since  the  above  letter  was  written  I  have  been  engaged  in  completing 
work  marked  out  by  Mr.  Tuke  ;  and  in  assisting  whole  families  able  to  pay  £3 
per  fare  to  emigrate  from  the  remote  parishes  of  Killeen  and  Rossmuok,  includ- 
ing Carrowroe  and  the  islands  in  Kilkieran  Bay. 

The  result  to  this  date  is  that  173  fares,  with  five  infants,  have  embarked 
in  two  vessels  of  the  Allan  Line,  the  "  Scandinavian"  and  "  Waldensian  ;  " 
booked  for  the  most  part  to  the  American  ports  ;  but  in  a  considerable  number 
of  cases  to  Pittsburgh  ;  and  a  few  to  Minnesota.  All  will  be  met  on  their 
arrival  at  Boston,  the  port  of  disembarkation,  by  Mr.  Smith  or  his  repre- 
sentatives ;  to  whom,  at  Mr.  Tuke's  request,  lists  have  been  sent,  giving  the 
names,  numbers,  and   description  of  emigrants  proceeding  to  each  destination. 

Embarkation  at  Gal  way  involves  a  quarter  of  an  hour's  passage  on  the  open 
deck  of  a  tug  steamer  to  a  somewhat  exposed  anchorage  ;  and  this  in  wet  and 
stormy  weather  is  an  uncomfortable  introduction  to  tlie  voyage.  But  the 
emigrants  seem  delighted  to  go  ;  and  their  bright  countenances,  fine  physique, 
and  respectable  appearance  convey  the  impression  that  their  transfer  to  a 
country  where  they  may  earn  good  wages  cannot  fail  to  assure  to  them  a  life 
materially  better  than  they  have  been  accustomed  to  lead  at  home. 

The  rule  under  which  whole  families  only  are  assisted  on  contributing  £3 
per  fare,  would  almost  entirely  exclude  from  the  operation  of  the  Fund  the  bulk 
of  the  population  of  the  poorest  districts  in  the  West  and  elsewhere.  In  the 
Unions  of  Clifden  and  Oughterard,  for  instance,  there  are  numbers  of  families 
—safely  to  be  estimated  at  10  per  cent,  at  least,  of  the  population — whose 
position  is  precarious,  and  who  are  most  anxious  to  emigrate,    but  who,   if    they 
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sold  everything  they  possessed  at  any  time  between  1st  January  and  1st  August, 
in  any  year,  would  not  be  able  to  realize  £7  or  £8  per  family.  There  are  many 
poorer  still,  who  have  no  land  at  all,  no  cattle,  nor  poultry  even,  nor  property  of 
.any  description,  so  far  as  one  can  see,  that  would  fetch  a  shilling  ;  who  live  in 
the  worst  of  cabins,  miserably  clad,  and  less  than  half  fed  on  coarse  Indian 
meal  porridge,  made  with  peat  water,  and  tasting  strongly  of  peat 
smoke.  The  adult  members  work  for  their  neighbours,  when  they  can 
get  work,  either  on  land  or  in  boats.  Such  work  is  mere  subsistence  for  , the 
time.  The  children,  almost  naked  and  untaught,  go  "herding"  cattle  on 
the  exposed  hill-sides  and  moorland,  where  often  there  is  not  only  an  utter 
absence  of  such  shelter  as  trees,  or  shrubs,  or  a  bank  would  afford,  but  where 
even  the  boulders  are  not  big  enough  to  shelter  a  sheep.  These  families  are 
"  squatters,"  who,  evicted  elsewhere  in  years  gone  by,  have  taken  refuge  and 
Toot  in  the  waste  spots — the  wildest  and  agriculturally  the  worst  —of  what  is  at 
best  a  wilderness  ;  where  no  one  else  would  think  of  settling  ;  no  one  disturb 
them,  nor  grudge  them  the  effort  to  scratch  or  dig  out  a  living;  who  have  here 
built  themselves  cabins  of  stone  or  turf,  to  exist  no  one  can  tell  how.  At  least 
they  have  space  around  them,  and  the  purest  air  to  breathe,  and  seaweed,  if  they 
will  fetch  it,  for  manure  ;  while  fish  swim  within  reach  if  they  had  the  means 
and  energy  to  catch  them.  On  the  whole  they  may  be  better  off  than  the  poor 
in  towns.  But  they  must  be  classed  as  destitute  ;  they  are  most  of  all  in  need 
of  help  ;  they  are  the  least  promising  subjects  for  emigration  because  their  con- 
dition altogether  is  so  much  below  par  ;  yet  no  scheme  of  emigration  would  be 
complete  which  left  them  out  of  account.  And  some,  indeed,  there  are  among 
them  who,  spice  of  their  excessive  poverty7,  maintain  themselves  in  cleanliness 
.and  decency  ;  and  who  deserve,  as  much  as  they  need,  assistance.  Emigration 
-to  them  must  be  absolutely  free  ;  and  there  is  not  much 
hope  that  either  landlords  or  Boards  of  Guardians  will  come  forward 
to  help  them  ;  for  they  are  waifs  and  strays  whom  it  is  no  one's  interest  to 
claim.  Nor  will  this  emigration  tend  to  clear  the  "  holdings,"  for  they  are 
outside  the  limits  of  these. 

I  regret  not  to  be  able  to  state — owing  to  pressure  of  work  and  want  of 
time  for  enquiry— what  impression  the  Fund  has  made  on  congested  population 
in  any  given  locality  ;  how  many  "holdings  "  have  been  cleared,  and  into  whose 
hands  they  have  fallen.  In  no  case,  I  believe,  has  formal  surrender  of  a  hold- 
ing been  made  to  the  landlord  ;  and  the  process  of  regaining  possession  of  a 
vacated  holding  has  been  described  to  me  as  not  altogether  easy. 

That  emigration  must  be  applied  to  the  West  of  Ireland,  alone  or  in 
combination  with  other  remedies  for  widespread  poverty,  is  a  conclusion 
unavoidable,  I  think,  by  anyone  who  will  live  in  the  different  districts  for  a 
time  and  study  their  resources.  The  land  is  worth  little  naturally,  except 
within  easy  reach  of  the  sea ;  and  there  it  can  only  be  worked  by  manual 
labour  with  crowbar  and  spade  ;  while  manured  with  seaweed  collected  in  boats, 
landed  at  high  tide  on  the  rocks,  and  carried  by  men,  women,  and  children,  in 
baskets  to  the  gardens.  The  search  for  minerals  has,  as  yet,  made  no  fortunes. 
The  institution  of  manufactures,  other  than  that  of  wool,  in  such  remote 
districts,  entirely  without  railway  or  tramway,  does  not  seem  to  commend  itself 
to  any  commercial  mind  :  and  the  manufacture  of  wool  is  only  carried  on  in  the 
cabins  in  rude  though  substantial  fashion.  Yet  the  people  are  numerous  and 
praying  for  employment :  intellectually  and  physically  a  superior  race,  infinitely 
capable,  if  they  can  be  stimulated  to  industry,  and  taught  method  and  order 
— virtues  at  present  by  no  means  universal.  There  is  at  least  one  harbour 
where  ironclads  and  ocean  steamers  may  enter,  and  swing  at  anchor,  without 
going  sixty  miles  out  of  their  course  to  Gal  way  ;  and  there  should  be  plenty  of 
water  power  in  the  rivers.  But  there  seems  no  demand  for  anything  but 
potatoes  and  pigs — the  latter  so  dear  that  few  of  the  people  can  afford  to  buy 
them.     The  best  eggs  in  the  kingdom  Od.  a  dozen  ;  chickens  Cd.  each  ;  a  goose 
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Is.  to  Is.  3d.  ;  a  sheep,  with  her  lamb  by  her  side,  8s.  to  9s.  ;  single  sheep  sold- 
by  the  people  to  each  other  at  3s.  and  3s.  6d.  each.  Industrial  schools  would  be- 
of  great  value  in  fitting  the  people  for  work  elsewhere  :  but  until  the  number  of 
resident  employers  is  increased — by  the  opening  up  of  the  country,  or  other 
attractive  means — it  is  to  be  feared  that  the  instruction  such  schools  would 
spread  would  find  but  a  limited  field  for  practice. 

That  the  emigrants  who  have  gone  have  been  deceived,  or  coaxed,  or  forced 
into  emigration  ;  that  they  have  gone  reluctantly  ;  is  information  truly  surpris- 
ing to  those  who  have  been  anxiously  but  vainly  striving  to  meet  a  small 
proportion  of  the  demands  made  upon  this  Fund.  As  far  as  crowds  of 
applicants,  importunate,  diligent  and  persistent  in  making  their  wrants  known, 
pressing  their  claims  with  uplifted  hands  and  eager  looks,  and  many  signs  of 
passionate  entreaty — as  far  as  such  indications  may  be  taken  to  prove  the  wrish 
of  the  people  to  emigrate,  that  wish  is  assured  just  now.  But  the  harvest  is- 
coming  in  sight,  and  with  the  work  and  truits  of  harvest  the  desire  for  emigra- 
tion may  abate.  The  exciting  cause  of  that  desire  was  probably  not  merely 
poverty — for  the  condition  of  poverty  is  not  new  in  these  parts  any  more  than 
elsewhere.  What  is  almost  new  is  the  absolute  stoppage  of  credit :  and  this  has- 
not  only  brought  the  people  face  to  face  with  their  real  position,  but  led  them 
to  compare  their  lot  with  that  of  others  their  kinsfolk  across  the  Atlantic. 

I  have,  &c. , 

W.  P.   GASKELL. 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS    ALREADY    PAID    OR    PROMISED. 


His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Bedford 
His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Devon- 

shire       

Rt.  Hon.  W.  E.  Forster,  M.P. 

(in  two  years) 

Wm.    Rathbone,     Esq.,    M.P. 

(in  two  years) 

Sam.   Whitbread,   Esq.,  M.P. 

(in  two  years) 

J.  Gurney  Barclay,  Esq. 
Algernon  Peckover,  Esq. 
John  E.  Wilson,  Esq.  (in  two 

years) 

Arthur  Kavanagh,  Esq.  (in  two 
years) 

Hugh  Mason,   Esq.,    M.P.  (in 
two  years)        

B.  Samuelson,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Sir  Joseph  Pease,  Bart.,  M.P. 

Arthur  Pease,  Esq.,  M.P. 

James  Cropper,  Esq.,  M.P.  ... 

Samuel  Morley,  Esq.,  M.P.    ... 

Hon.  Henry  Cowper,  M.P.    ... 

Alfred  Illingworth,  Esq.,  M.P. 

(in  two  years) 

S.  Williamson,  Esq.,  MP.      ... 
A.  H.  Brown,  Esq.,  M.P.   (in 

two  years)        

W.  Fowler,  Esq.,  M.P. 
Arnold  Morley,  Esq.,  M.P.  ... 
Fredk.  Pennington, Esq.,  M.P. 
Rt.  Hon.  W.  H.  Smith,  M.P. 
J.  Watney,  Esq.,  Jun.,  M.P. 
Sir  H.  H.  Vivian,  Bart.,  M.P. 

(in  two  years) 

R.  Jardine,  Esq 

J.  P.  Thomasson,   Esq 

Francis  Buxton,  Esq.,  M.P.  ... 


£ 

s. 

d. 

1C0O 

0 

0 

1000 

0 

0 

500 

0 

0 

500 

0 

0 

250 

0 

0 

500 

0 

0 

300 

0 

0 

200 

0 

0 

£  s.  d. 


200 
100 

0 
0 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

200 

0 

0 

200 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

200 

0 

0 

200 

0 

0 

200 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

j;uu 

u 

u 

100 

0 

0 

200 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

200 

0 

0 

250 

0 

0 

200 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

200 

0 

0 

250 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

Sydney  C.  Buxton,  Esq.  (in  two 
years)     

Sir  T.  Fowell  Buxton,  Barfc.~\.. 

100 
250 

0 
0 

0 
0 

G.  Armitstead,  Esq.,  M.P.  (in 
two  years)         *    ... 

200 

0 

o- 

Lewis  Fry,  Esq.,   M.P 

1C0 

0 

0 

J.  Mulholland,   Esq.,  M.P.  (in 
two  years)         

Miss  Harris         , 

250 
15 

0 
0 

0 
0 

Fredk.  Seebohm,  Esq 

50 

0 

0 

Wm.  Eansom,  Esq 

50 

0 

0 

Alfred  Ransom,  Esq 

10 

0 

0 

Rt.  Hon.  G.  Cubitt,  M.P.       ... 

250 

0 

0 

Mrs.  Harrison 

5 

5 

0 

E.  C.  Baring,  Esq 

Balfour,  Williamson,  and  Co... 

ICO 
100 

0 
0 

0 
0 

Lady  .Ashton 

Mrs.  Hodgkin 

John  Barran,  Esq.,  M.P. 

1 
10 
50 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

Colonel  Longstaff 

Mrs.  Charles  Buxton     ... 

25 
50 

0 
0 

0 

0 

Sir  John  Lubbock,  Bart.,  M.P. 

10 

0 

0 

T.  C.  Baring,  Esq 

100 

0 

0 

H.  B.  Mildmay,  Esq 

100 

0 

0 

M.  W.  Collet,  Esq 

10 

0 

0 

Caleb  R.  Kemp,  Esq.  .., 
Samuel  Hoare,  Esq.      

5 
10 

5 
0 

0 
0 

T.  Fowell  Buxton,  Esq, 
Lord  Tavistock,  M.P.  ... 

50 
100 

0 
0 

0 
0 

Albert  Rutson,  Esq 

25 

0 

0 

W.  E.  Russell,  Esq 

5 

0 

0 

F.  Bassett,  Esq 

100 

0 

0 

Miss  Holland      

2 

0 

0 

Alfred  Buxton,  Esq 

10 

0 

0 

James  B.  Ball,  Esq 

20 

0 

0 

Total      ...        ...          £9,613  10 

0 

June,  1882. 
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MEMOEIAL    TO    THE    GOVERNMENT. 

The  Committee  of  "  Mr.  Tuke's  Fund,"  formed  for  the  purpose 
of  assisting  the  emigration  of  the  small  holders  of  land  from  the 
West  of  Ireland,  in  pressing  on  the  Government  the  urgent 
necessity  and  great  expediency  of  making  a  considerable  grant 
towards  emigration  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  the  congested 
districts  of  the  West,  would  draw  their  attention  especially  to  the 
following  points  : — 

(i.)  That  there  is  now  a  very  considerable  and  widespread 
desire  to  emigrate  on  the  part  of  a  large  portion  of  the  popula- 
tion in  the  most  poverty-stricken  districts. 

(ii.)  That  in  these  districts  there  are  large  numbers  of  occu- 
piers whose  holdings  are  so  small,  and  the  soil  generally  so  poor, 
that  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  obtain,  one  year  with  another,  a 
bare  maintenance  for  themselves  and  their  families.  Moreover,  by 
reason  of  the  dearth  of  employment,  the  practical  cessation  of 
the  kelp  industry,  the  diminution  of  the  demand  for  their  labour 
in  Great  Britain,  and  other  causes,  the  people  in  these  districts 
are  now  reduced  to  the  lowest  depths  of  poverty. 

(iii.)  That  even  if  in  some  cases  the  family  can  raise  enough 
money  to  emigrate  one  of  its  members  ;  the  best  and  most  healthy 
form  of  emigration—that  of  whole  families — cannot  be  attempted 
without  considerable  outside  assistance. 

(iv.)  That  Government  assistance  might  and  could  very  well 
be  confined  to  certain  specified  districts;  the  amount  of  State- 
aided  emigration  might  be  stricily  limited  ;  while  State  assistance 
in  special  districts  would  not  interfere  with  the  natural  flow  of 
emigration  from  other  parts  of  Ireland.  As  regards  limitation  to 
'  State  aid,  the  Committee  would  call  the  attention  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  the  enclosed  Memorandum,  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Tuke. 

(v.)  That  the  principle  of  State  aid  to  emigration  has  already 
been  acknowledged  by  Parliament  in  its  acceptance  of  the  32nd 
section  of  the  Land  Act,  by  which  £200,000  was  to  be  devoted,  by 
way  of  loan,  to  emigration  purposes — this  clause,  unfortunately, 
for  divers  reasons,  has  never  been  used. 

(vi.)  That  the  experience  of  the  Committee  has  already  been 
sufficient  to  enable  them  to  assert  that  the  successful  emig    iion 
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of  families  can  be  undertaken,  if  great  care  be  observed  to  select 
emigrants  who  are  physically,  morally,  and  pecuniarily  suitable ; 
and  proper  arrangements  are  made  on  the  other  side  for  the  care 
of  emigrants  on  arrival,  and  for  putting  them  in  the  way  of 
obtaining  work. 

On  these  grounds  the  Committee  earnestly  trust  that  the 
Government  will  see  their  way  towards  assisting  emigration  ;  and 
while  bringing  the  matter  before  them,  the  Committee  do  not  con- 
sider it  necessary  to  reiterate  the  acknowledged  fact  that  the 
hopeless  condition  of  the  small  tenants  in  these  districts  is  one  of 
greatest  dangers  to  peace  and  order  in  Ireland. 

Should  the  Government  be  inclined  to  ask  Parliament  for  a 
grant  of  money  for  the  purposes  of  emigration,  this  Association 
would  offer  every  assistance  in  its  power  : — 

(i.)  In  assisting  the  Government  to  select  from  amongst  the 
families  most  anxious  to  emigrate ,  and  in  giving  information  as 
to  their  capabilities,  physical  and  moral,  for  success  in  the 
countries  to  which  they  propose  to  go. 

(ii.)  In  spreading  amongst  the  inhabitants  of  the  districts 
reliable  and  useful  information  with  regard  to  emigration. 

(iii.)  In  arranging  with  the  shipping  companies  to  provide 
facilities  of  embarkation. 

(iv.)  In  making  arrangements  for  bringing  the  emigrants  to 
the  port  of  embarkation,  and  for  their  shipment. 

(v.)     In  supervising  the  supply  of  needful  outfit,  clothing,  &c. 

(vi.)  In  making  arrangements  for  the  reception  of  the 
emigrants  on  the  "  other  side  "  ;  taking  care  that  they  were  sent 
to  the  fields  of  labour  best  fitted  for  their  circumstances  and 
condition. 

(vii.)  In  any  further  work  of  supervision  which  might  be 
necessary. 

BEDFORD  (President). 

W.  H.  SMITH  (Chairman). 

S.  WHITBREAD  (Vice-Chairman). 

T.  GURNEY  BARCLAY. 

T.  F.  BUXTON. 

HENRY  COW  PER.      > 

W.  E.  FORSTER. 

ARNOLD  MORLEY. 

H.  S.  NORTHCOTE. 

ARTHUR  PEASE. 

W.  RATHBONE. 

TAVISTOCK. 

J.  H.  TUKE. 

SYDNEY  BUXTON, 


HOWARD  HODGKIN,  r  HoN*  Secs' 


NOTE. 

4 

As  a  result  of  the  memorial,  the  Government  introduced  into 
the  Arrears  of  Rent  (Ireland)  Bill,  then  before  Parliament, 
certain  clauses  for  facilitating  Emigration  from  Ireland,  one  of 
which  authorised  a  grant  of  a  sum  of  £100,000  from  Public 
Moneys  for  that  purpose. 

These  Provisions  passed  into  law  (See  45  and  46  Vict.,  c.  47, 
ss.  18-21). 
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"MB.    TUKE'S    FUND." 


INSTRUCTIONS    TO    RELIEVING    OFFICERS    IN    TAKING 
DOWN   NAMES   OE  APPLICANTS   EOR  EMIGRATION. 


1 — Persons  Suitable. — Families  of  those  engaged  in  Agriculture,  whether 
holders  of  land  or  labourers. 

2 — The  workers  in  each  family  should  be  in  proportion  of  one  to  three. 
Wife  will  not  count  as  a  worker ;  strong  boys  or  girls  of  12  and 
upwards  may  be  counted  as  workers. 

3 — One  person,  at  least,  in  each  family  must  be  able  to  speak 
English. 

4 — The  Names  of  Townspeople,.  Tradespeople,  or  Single  Persons  are  not 
to  be  received.     [Many  single  persons  were  subsequently  assisted. 

Ens.] 

5 — Any  person  making  false  statements  as  to  their  families  or  substituting 
an  outsider  for  a  member  of  his  family  will  be  disqualified. 

6 — The  following  points  must  be  made  clear  to  the  applicants : 

(1) — That  the  taking  down  of  the  Names  by  the  Relieving  Officer 
does  not  imply  that  they  are  selected,  as  the  responsibility  of 
selection  rests  entirely  with  the  Committee,  of  which  notice  will 
be  given.  (2) — That  applicants'  will  be  informed  whether  they 
are  selected  or  not  until,  probably,  about  the  middle  of  February; 
and  (3) — Until  they  are  so  informed,  they  must,  on  no  con- 
sideration, give  up  holdings  or  make  any  preparations  whatever 
for  leaving. 

That  the  emigration  will  not  commence  before  the  end  of  March,  and 
will  continue  during  the  months  of  April,  May,  and  June ;  and 
no  promise  can  be  made  as  to  the  exact  date  when  any  particular 
emigrant  will  be  sent  off. 

That  as  the  Committee  are  responsible  for  selection,  they  are  also  to  a 
certain  extent  responsible  for  the  destinations  ;  and  as  they  do 
not  receive  good  accounts  of  cities  in  the  Eastern  States  of 
America,  emigrants  can  be  sent  thither  only  on  receipt  of  very 
encouraging  letters  from  their  relations  already  settled  there, 
perhaps  not  even  then.  Canada  and  the  Western  States, 
whence  the  Committee  have  received  offers  of  work,  are 
preferable  for  emigrants. 

Emigrants  must  be  informed  that  they  may  be  expected  to  provide 
something  towards  the  cost  of  their  Emigration. 


SYDNEY   C.   BUXTON,    )    w        ~ 
HOWARD   HODGKIN,    J    ±lon'  ^ecs> 


15,  Eaton  Place,  London, 

December,  1883. 
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EXECUTIVE   COMMITTER 

President — 

HIS   GRACE   THE   DUKE   OF   BEDFORD,    K.G. 


The  Right  Hon.  W.  H.  Smith,  M.P. 

(Chairman). 
Samuel     Whitbread,     Esq,,      M.P. 

(Deputy  Chairman). 
Sir  Thomas  Fowell  Buxton,  Bart. 
Hon  Henry  Cowper,  M.P. 


Right  Hon.  W.  E.  Forster,  M.P. 
H.  S.  Northcote,  Esq.,  M.P. 
Arthur  Pease,  Esq.,  MP. 
William  Rathbone,  Esq.,  M.P. 
The  Marquis  of  Tavistock,  MP. 
James  H.  Tuke,  Esq. 


Hon,  Treasurers — 
J.  Gurney  Barclay,  Esq.        Arnold  Morley,  Esq., M.P. 

Hon.  Secretaries — 
Sydney  C  Buxton,  Esq.,  M.P.,  15,  Eaton  Place,  S.W. 
Howard  Hodgkin,  Esq.,  12,  Hereford  Gardens,  W. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE. 


In  concluding  their  first  E-eport^  more  than  a  year  ago,  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  above  Fund  expressed  a  hope  that  the 
Government  might  see  their  way  to  grant  a  sum  of  money  to  assist 
in  carrying  on  the  work  of  Emigration  from  the  congested  districts 
In  the  West  of  Ireland  ;  the  Committee  being  "  convinced  that  avast 
amount  cf  such  work  remained  to  be  done,  but  that  the  necessary 
outlay  would  be  beyond  the  means  of  any  private  society." 

This  hope  was  fortunately  realised  by  the  insertion  in  the 
Arrears  Act  of  1882,  of  a  clause  whereby  a  grant  of  £100,000  was 
made  to  the  Irish  Executive  for  Emigration  purposes.  On  the 
passing  of  that  Act,  the  Committee  were  requested  by  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  to  undertake  the  charge  of  certain  districts 
£n  the  West  of  Ireland  ;  and  more  than  a  quarter  of  the  whole  grant 
was  placed  at  their  disposal. 

The  accompanying  Reports  of  Messrs.  Tuke  and  Buxton  give 
the  necessary  information  respecting  the  locality,  area,  and  population 
of  these  districts,  which  need  not  therefore,  be  here  repeated ; 
they  also  show  what  steps  were  taken  at  the  beginning  of  the 
present  year  to  obtain  information  and  details  as  to  the  number  of 
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families  desirous  of  emigrating, — subsequently,-  how  the  selection 
was  made, — -and  more  recently  what  care  and  trouble  were  taken  to 
ensure  success  in  all  branches  of  the  work. 

It  will  therefore  suffice  here  to  summarise  the  principles  of 
action,  namely  :— * 

1.  That  the  "Emigration  should  be  "  family  n  as  distinct  from 

"  individual ,?  emigration. 

2.  That  no  pressure  of  any  sort  should  be  put  on  the  people 

to  induce  them  to  emigrate, 

3.  That  where  they  could  afford  it,  the  emigrants  should  be 

asked  to  contribute  something  towards  the  cost.* 

4.  That  those  only  should  be  sent  to  the  States  who  could 

produce  recent  letters  from  friends  willing  and  anxious 
to  receive  them  out  there, 

5.  That  the  rest — where  suitable — should  be  sent  to  Canada, 

either  to  the  Government  agents,  or  to  the  friends  with 
whom  the  Committee  were  in  communication  ;  and 
who  had  most  kindly  undertaken  to  receive  some  of 
the  emigrants. 

6.  That    each  family    should    be  booked  through  to    their 

destination ;  should  receive  a  sum  for  landing  money  on 
arrival  at  the  port ;  and  should  be  supplied  with  proper 
clothing  and  outfit. 

The  emigrants  were  nearly  all  sent  by  the  steamers  of  the 
Glasgow  "  Allan  "  Line  ;  those  from  Oughterard  and  Clifden  were 
embarked  at  Gralway,  and  the  Mayo  emigrants  at  Blacksod  Bay,  near 
Belmullet, — and  were  landed  at  Boston  or  Quebec. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  report  that,  as  far  as  can  yet  be 
ascertained,  the  emigrants  sent  out  under  the  auspices  of  the  Fund 
have  done  well  both  in  the  States  and  Canada.  Yery  good  accounts 
have  been  received  from  many  of  the  American  emigrants,  especially 
from  those  sent  to  the  Western  States  ;  while  the  reports  from  the 
Dominion  and  Ontario  Governments,  as  well  as  from  private  sources, 
seem  to  show  that  the  Canadian  emigrants  were  easily  placed,  are 
generally  doing  well,  and  have  every  chance  of  prosperity  before 
them. 

One  thing  is  certain,  that  neither  in  the  States  nor  in  Canada, 
have  any  of  the  emigrants  sent  out  by  the  Committee  gone  to 
swell  the  ranks  of  the  "  pauper  invasion "  of  which  so  much  has 
been  lately  heard. 

*  Owing  to  the  poverty  of  the  people  this  was  found  almost  impossible, 
and  only  about  £320  was  received  from  the  Mayo,  and  about  £50  from  the 
Galway  emigiaiits. 
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Several  of  the  shipments  were  minutely  examined,  on  arrival  at 
Boston— with  intent  adversely  to  criticise, — but  no  cause  of  com- 
plaint of  any  kind  was  discovered  ;  nor,  in  fact,  when  it  is  considered 
that  all  the  emigrants  were  landed  well  clothed,  with  money  in 
their  pockets  and  fare  paid  to  a  fixed  destination,  was  this 
likely  to  be  the  case. 

So  much  as  regards  those  who  have  gone  ;  and  it  will  be  seen 
from  the  annexed  Eeports — especially  from  that  of  Capt.  Ruttledge- 
Fair — that  the  condition  of  those  wh  o  remain  has  been  considerably 
improved  by  reason  of  the  satisfactory  consolidation  of  holdings 
which  has  ensued.  Returns  so  far  received  from  the  Gal  way  dis- 
tricts show  that  there,  as  in  Mayo,  it  is  rare  that  a  holding  vacated 
has  been  filled  up  by  a  new  Tenant. 

In  conclusion  the  Committee  heartily  endorse  the  hope  expressed 
in  the  subjoined  Reports,  that  the  work  of  State-aided  Emigration 
will  not  be  allowed  to  lapse,  but  will  be  continued  for  some  years 
longer,  in  order  that  the  population  desirous  of  leaving  these  over- 
crowded districts,  may  be  enabled  to  do  so,  and  the  condition  of  the 
people  who  remain  be  thereby  improved.  Any  further  assistance  the 
Committee  can  give  in  the  work  of  Emigration  will  be  willingly 
rendered. 

The  Committee  desire  to  give  their  best  thanks  to  those,  whether 
in  Canada  or  the  United  States,  who  have  so  kindly  rendered  them 
assistance.  They  desire  also  to  acknowledge  the  hearty  co-operation 
which  they  have  received  both  from  the  Dominion  and  the  Ontario 
Governments, and  their  agents;  and  especially  to  thank,  amongst  others 
Mr.  Stafford,  the  agent  of  the  Dominion  Government  at  Quebec,  and 
Mr.  Spence  of  the  Provincial  Government  at  Toronto,  for  the  great 
care  and  attention  they  have  bestowed  on  receiving  and  placing  the 
emigrants. 

The  annexed  returns  of  shipments  and  accounts  will  explain  the 
particulars  of  Emigration,  and  will  show  that  over  5,300  emigrants 
have  been  assisted  ;  at  a  total  cost,  as  far  as  yet  ascertained,  of  £ 
of  which   £  has  been  received  from   the   Government 

grant. 

If  the  Government  ask  for  a  further  grant  for  Emigration  pur- 
poses, it  will  be  needful  for  the  Committee  to  appeal  to  the  Public  for 
renewed  support  to  enable  them  to  continue  the  work. 

SYDNEY  C.  BUXTON,) 
HOWARD   HODGKINJ  Hon'  Secs' 

July,  1883. 
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APPENDIX. 


A— LIST    OF    SAILINGS. 


DATE. 

Mar.  23     ... 

„     30  and  31. 
April  1.    ... 

„     11.     ... 

,,     13  and  14. 

„     19.    ... 
.„     21.    ... 

,,     21  and  22. 

„     27  and  28. 

„     28.     ... 
May  4  and  5. 

,,     11  and  12. 

„     20  and  21. 

„     25  and  26. 

„     25.        ... 
June  2 

„     2  and  3. 

.,     9 


SHIP. 

Phoenician    . . . 
Nestorian 
Indiana 
Adriatic 
Canadian 
British  Prince 
Austrian 
Scandinavian 
Phoenician    . . . 
Buenos  Ayrean 
Manitoban  ... 
Prussian 
Canadian 
Austrian 
Britannic 
Phoenician    . . . 
,  Grecian... 
,  Scandinavian 
Buenos  Ayrean 
Prussian 
Manitoban  ... 
Waldensian . . . 
Lake  Winnipeg 


16 

16 

22  and  23, 
23....     ... 

Australian  and  other  sundry  cases. 


PROM. 

.  Galway     

.  Blacksod  Bay  and  Galway  . 

.  Queenstown 

.  Queenstown     

.  Blacksod  Bay  and  Galway  . 

.  Queenstown 

.  Galway  ...         

.  Blacksod  Bay  and  Galway  . 
..  Blacksod  Bay  and  Galway 

.  Galway      

.  Blacksod  Bay  and  Galway  . 
.  Blacksod  Bay  and  Galway  . 
.  Blacksod  Bay  and  Galway  . 
..  Blacksod  Bay  and  Galway 

,.  Queenstown     

..  Galway      ... 

..  Blacksod  Bay  and  Galway 

..  Galway      

.  Blacksod  Bay 

.  Galway      

,.  Galway       

..  Blacksod  Bay  and  Galway 
.  Galway     ...     


NUMBER 
TO.  OF 

EMIGRANTS 


Boston 
Boston 
Philadelphia 
New  York 
Boston     ... 
Philadelphia 
Boston     . . . 

,  Quebec    ... 

.  Boston    ... 

.  Quebec    ... 

.  Quebec    ... 

'.  Boston    ... 

.  Quebec    ... 

.  Boston    ... 

.  New  York 

.  Boston    ... 

.  Quebec    ... 

.  Boston    ... 

.  Quebec    ... 

.  Boston    ... 

.  Quebec    ... 

.  Boston    ... 

.  Quebec    ... 


Total 


.  214 
:  538 
.  65 
.  68 
.  521 
.  134 
.  128 
.  409 
.  430 
.  276 
.  365 
.  500 
.  374 
.  356 
.  15 
.  60 
.262 
.  40 
.  83 
.  49 
.  73 
.230 
..  57 
79 
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B.— SUMMARY    OF    DESTINATIONS    ACCORDING   TO    DISTRICTS. 

DISTRICTS.  UNITED  CANADA.  AUSTRALIA.  TOTALS. 

STATES. 

888  ...  41 


Belmullet  and  Newport 

Clifden 

Oughterard 

Totals...     ...     ... 


UNITED 
STATES. 

1585 
980 
867 


3432 


609 
357 

1854 


41 


2514 
1589 
1224 
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Q, — Table  showing  the  Total  Approximate    Cost,  according  to  Districts, 
Government  Grant  received,  and  consequent  Approximate  Cost  to 

the  Committee. 


the 


NUMBER 

OF        TOTAL 

GOVERNMENT 

COST  TO 

AVERAGE  COST 

DISTRICTS. 

EMIGRANTS.         COST. 
£ 

GRANT. 

£ 

COMMITTEE. 
£ 

PER  HEAD. 

£ 

Belmullet  and 
Newport  ... 

Clifden 

Galway 

...    2514  , 
...    1589 
...     1224 

,..*16,300 

...  10,750 
...    7,900 

0 

0 
0 

0  .. 

0  • 
0  . 

.  12,445    0 

,-.     7,922    0 
..     6,078    0 

0    .. 
0    .. 
0    ., 

.      3,455  0 

.       2,828  0 
..      1,822  0 

0 
0 
0 

...      6  10 
...    6  15 
...     6    9 

0 
0 
0 

Totals    5327        34,950    0    0        26,445    0    0  8,105    0    0        6    11    0 

N.B. — As  several  accounts  are  not  yet  to  hand,  the  Government  Grants  are  the  only 
figures  in  the  above  account  that  can  be  taken  as  final. 

*  From  which  must  be  deducted  £320  received  from  the  emigrants. 


D.—  RECEIPTS. 

The  Committee  have  to  acknowledge  with  many  thanks  subscriptions  to 
the  amount  of  £8443  4s.  2d.,  received  since  the  issue  of  their  last  Report, 
together  with  £3606  12s.  7d.,  the  balance  of  the  Duchess  of  Marlborough's 
Fund,  making  a  total  of  £12,040  16s.  9d. 
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MR.  TUKE'S  REPORT. 

No.  1. 

March  10?  1883. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  a  proposal  was  received  from  the 
Irish  Government  last  November  requesting  the  Committee  to  under* 
take  the  charge  and  oversight  of  the  emigration  from  certain  Unions 
(or  parts  of  Unions)  in  the  West  of  Ireland  which  were  considered 
too  poor  to  raise  any  portion  of  the  amount  required  in  addition  to 
the  Government  grant  of  £5  per  head. 

These  were  the  Unions  of  Belmullet  and  the  western  half  of 
Newport,  including  Achill,  in  the  county  of  Mayo,  and  portions  of 
the  Unions  of  Clifden  and  Oughterard,  in  Galway,     The  population 
of  these  districts  amounted  to  nearly  46,000. 

Early  in  January  of  this  year  a  circular  was  distributed  by  the 
Committee  intimating  that  the  relieving  officers  in  the  various  districts 
were  ready  to  receive  applications  from  any  suitable  families  who 
might  wish  to  emigrate,  such  applications  to  be  made  not  later  than 
the  31st  of  January.  It  was  very  quickly  ascertained  that  large 
numbers  would  avail  themselves  of  the  proffered  boon,  the  success  of 
those  who  had  been  assisted  to  emigrate  last  year  hy  the  Committee 
no  doubt  influencing  many  of  the  applicants. 
The  actual  numbers  were  : — - 
Belmullet  ..         ..     2,420     out  of  population  of    15,700 

Newport  West  . .  740  „  „  8,900 

Clifden  (parts  of)         .  .     1,700  ?,  „  14,000 

Oughterard  (South)      .  .     1,560  „  „  7,300 


Total  ..     6,420  „  „  45,900 

Subsequently  a  much  larger  number  have  requested  to  be 
assisted  both  in  Oughterard  and  Newport,  and  from  the  non- 
scheduled  electoral  divisions  in  Clifden,  who  have  not  been  entered 
on  our  lists. 

It  was  at  once  evident  that  with  so  large  a  number  of  person s„ 
scattered  over  districts  varying  from  50  to  150  miles  apart,  which 
could  only  be  reached  by  cars,  it  was  absolutely  needful  for  several 
persons  to  be  employed  in  the  work  of  selection  from  the  lists  at  the 
same  time.     Mr.   Sydney  Buxton  most  kindly  offered  to   take  on© 
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district,  whilst  I  took  another,  leaving  Major  Graskell  on  his  return 
from  America,  then  daily  expected,  to  take  a  third. 

As  it  was  found  to  be  of  extreme  importance  to  make  these 
selections  at  an  early  date,  in  order  to  avoid  any  pretext  for  the 
n on- cultivation  of  the  holdings,  it  was  decided  that  a  meeting  should 
take  place  at  Westport  (Go.  Mayo)  on  the  13th  of  February,  to 
confer  with  Mr.  H.  A.  Robinson,  the  Local  (jrovernment  Inspectorjof 
the  districts,  and  generally  to  organise  the  work  and  to  arrange  the 
system  of  selection  of  families. 

Previously  to  leaving  home  we  had  the  advantage,  in  the 
absence  of  the  Committee,  of  conferring  on  many  points  with  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee,  Mr.  W.  H.  Smith,  and  also  in  passing 
through  Dublin  we  had  interviews  with  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  Mr. 
Hamilton,  and  Mr.  H.  Robinson,  the  Vice-President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board. 

On  meeting  as  arranged  at  Westport,  we  had  also  the  benefit  of 
Major  Gaskell's  presence.  One  of  the  local  agents  was  present  with 
the  lists  of  applicants  in  his  district,  showing  ages,  &c,  &c,  of  the 
families. 

Previous  experience  and  the  information  furnished  from  abroad  as 
to  the  vital  importance  of  not  sending  out  large  families  without  a  fair 
proportion  of  breadwinners,  made  it  evident  that  a  large  number  of  the 
applicants  on  these  lists  who  had  several  children  under  twelve  or  foui- 
teen  years  of  age,  although  eligible  in  other  respects,  would  at  once 
have  to  be  rejected. 

After  much  consideration  it  was  arranged  that  Mr.  Sydney 
Buxton  should  undertake  the  Northern  portions  of  Mayo  (Belmullet 
and  Newport),  assisted  by  Captain  Ruttledge- Pair,  and  that 
Major  Gaskel]  should  undertake  (by  permission  of  the  Local  Grovern- 
ment Board)  the  Oughterard  Union,  whilst  I  proceeded  to  Clifden. 
Questions  affecting  the  clothing  of  the  emigrants,  transport  to  sea  coast 
and  shipment,  varying  in  each  locality, had  all  to  be  carefully  considered 
and  discussed.  For  the  Northern  districts  arrangements  had  to  be 
made  for  the  shipment  of  the  emigrants  by  steamers  from  Blacksod 
Bay  with  the  assistance  of  a  gunboat — the  first  emigrant  steamer 
probably  which  will  have  sailed  from  that  splendid  roadstead.  For 
the  Gralway  districts,  arrangements  had  also  to  be  made  for  a  weekly 
service  of  boats,  alternating  between  the  States  and  Canada.  This 
will  chiefly  be  done  by  Messrs.  Allan  and  Co.,  of  Glasgow,  at 
moderate  rates.     Leaving  Mr.  Buxton  to  give  his  own  report,  I  may 
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briefly  say  that  it  required  a  fortnight's  hard  work  to  complete  the 
investigation  of  the  Clifden  lists,  and  the  personal  inspection  and 
visitation  of  the  applicants  at  many  points  of  the  Clifden  Union, 
which  extends  over  an  area  the  size  of  Middlesex. 

As  regards  the  emigrants  who  have  arrived  to  be  sent  to  the 
United  States,  satisfactory  letters  or  information  have  been  supplied 
in  each  case,  showing  that  their  friends  will  be  prepared  to  receive  or 
have  promised  to  obtain  work  for  them.  These  letters  are  of  very 
recent  date,  January  or  February  of  this  year,  and  usually  sent  in 
response  to  inquiries  made  by  those  who  had  friends  in  America 
immediately  after  our  circular  was  distributed  in  January.  The 
letters  come  from  many  parts  of  the  Nor  therm  States,  and  one  or 
two  from  Kentucky.  A  great  number  come  from  St.  Paul,  Minnesota, 
especially  in  the  Oarua  district,  from  whence  in  1880  a  few  families 
were  selected  by  Father  Nugent.  Some  of  the  letters  are  from  sons 
or  daughters  to  their  parents,  promising  them  in  most  affectionate 
terms  a  home  and  all  that  may  be  needed.  Others  in  glowing 
language  depict  the  superiority  of  the  country,  and  one  son  in  writing 
to  his  parents,  says : — ■"  If  you  can  come  on  the  emigration,  if  you 
had  fields  of  wheat,  and  the  ears  falling  off  it,  don't  delay  one  day  if 
you  get  the  chance.  This  is  the  best  place  from  Heaven  to  have 
money  and  supply.  If  your  name  is  in,  you  will  write  to  us,  and  me 
and  my  sister  will  have  house  prepare  1  before  you.  It  is  not  starving 
with  the  hunger  you  will  be  here ;  the  best  meal  we  had  in  the  old 
country,  the  worst  here  is  better  than  it." 

As  regards  the  families  selected  for  Canada,  some  will  go  direct  to 
situations  promised  for  them  to  Mr.  Hodgkin,  during  his  very  useful 
visit  last  autumn.  A  few  will  proceed  to  Winnipeg  where  a  com- 
mittee has  been  formed  for  their  reception  by  Archbishop  Taehe,  and 
all  others  are  consigned  to  the  care  of  the  Emigration  Agents  of  the 
Canadian  Government  at  Toronto,  to  be  forwarded  as  required. 

This  is  done  with  the  full  concurrenca  of  the  High  Commissioner, 
Sir  A.  Gralt,  and  the  assurance  that  the  number  on  our  lists  can  be 
absorbed  in  various  portions  of  the  Dominion. 

Of  the  1,700  applicants  in  the  Clifden  Union,  a  number  had  to 
be  rejected  owing  to  considerations  affecting  the  families,  which  made 
it  appear  undesirable  for  them  to  run  the  risks  of  emigration. 

Thus  when  families  with  four  or  five  children  under  eight  or  ten 
years  of  age  came  before  us,  or  others  with  a  larger  number  under  twelve 
or  thirteen,  it  has  not  been  deemed  prudent  to  allow  them  to  proceed. 
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This  was  often  a  very  painful  duty?  as  the  anxiety  of  the  people  to 
leave  cannot  be  exaggerated,  "Send  us  anywhere,  yer  honour,  to  get 
us  out  of  our  misery.  What  will  we  do  then  in  our  poverty  ?,?  And 
even  many  of  those  who  were  selected  when  told  that  a  month  or 
more  must  elapse  before  they  could  be  sent  out,  said  they  had  nothing 
to  live  upon,  as  all  their  resources  had  gone.  The  destitution  of 
numbers  of  these  people,  living,  as  one  man  said,  on  "  two  dry  potatoes 
a  day,"  is  indeed  fearful,  and  in  the  Olifden  Union  much  aggravated 
by  the  number  of  evicted  f  amilies — many  of  whom  will  now  happily 
have  the  opportunity  in  another  land  of  gaining  work  and  good  wages 
where  work  is  plentiful.  There  is,  except  about  Kylemore,  no  employ- 
ment to  be  had  in  the  Clifden  Union  unless,  for  a  few  who  may  be 
employed  by  the  rather  better  off  farmers  to  get  in  the  crops  at  this 
moment. 

It  will  be  evident  from  what  has  been  said  that  emigration  is  not 
the  only  remedial  measure  required.  It  is  an  unspeakable  boon  for 
those  whose  circumstances  allow  them  to  accept  it.  It  is  more  than 
"  a  palliative  "  as  it  is  often  called  ;  it  is  a  remedy  but  only  partially 
so,  and  I  should  not  feel  that  I  was  discharging  my  duty  without 
strongly  saying  that  some  means  other  than  the  workhouse  or  out- 
door relief,  ought,  in  my  opinion,  at  once  to  be  carefully  considered  for 
the  relief  of  the  small  holders  of  land  in  these  "Western  Unions.  The 
question  of  how  this  is  to  be  effected  is  far  too  serious  to  enter  upon 
in  this  report  in  detail,  but  I  cannot  help  again  advocating  as  I  have 
previously  done  in  various  ways,  the  importance  from  every  point  of 
view  of  piercing  these  districts,  now  forty,  fifty,  or  sixty  miles  distant 
from  the  railway,  with  light  narrow  gauge  railways  or  steam  tramways. 
The  immediate  employment  of  hundreds  of  idle  men  and  the  sub- 
sequent opening  out  of  these  remote  districts  could  not  fail  to  be  pro- 
ductive of  benefit  and  materially  assist,  with  any  well  devised 
continuous  system  of  free  or  partially  free  emigration,  in  relieving  the 
most  pressing  wants  of  the  West  of  Ireland. 

JAMES  H.  TUKE. 
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MR.  TUKE'S  REPORT. 

No.  2. 

CLIFDEN   UNION. 

July,  1883. 

The  minute  reports  of  the  condition  of  this  Union  given  to  the 
Committee  last  year  when  our  Emigration  work  was  commenced, 
render  it  unnecessary  to  enter  upon  this  point  again,  and  it  will  only 
be  needful  to  repeat  that  the  Olifden  Union  contained  a  population  of 
25,000  persons,  spread  over  a  very  wide  area,  living  on  4,000  holdings, 
of  which  3,200  were  rated  under  <£4  per  annum,  whilst  the  average 
of  arable  land  did  not  exceed  2£  or  3  acres  per  family.  It  will  also 
fee  remembered  that  last  year  1,200  persons  were  assisted  to  emigrate 
fey  the  Committee  from  this  Union  (see  Beport  1882). 

The  general  success  of  last  year's  emigrants  doubtless  stimu- 
lated the  desire  to  emigrate  on  the  part  of  those  at  home  who 
iiad  received  letters  from  their  friends :  and  from  first  to  last  ap- 
plications representing  a  total  of  more  than  2,000  persons  were 
received.  Of  these  the  number  selected  and  who  have  been  assisted 
to  emigrate  amounts  to  241  families,  300  single  persons,  or  parts 
of  families,  together  1,589  persons.  Of  these  980  went  to  the  United 
States,  and  609  to  Canada. 

The  all  important  duty  of  selecting  from  the  lists,  and  inspecting 
the  applicants  commenced  on  the  15th  of  February,  and  owing  to 
numerous  changes  and  fresh  applications  continued  at  intervals 
during  the  whole  period  of  the  shipments. 

The  first  party  of  emigrants,  130  in  number,  left  Gal  way  on  the 
21th  of  March,  and  was  followed  by  batches  each  week  until  the  24th 
of  June — in  all  eighteen  shipments  were  made.  The  annexed  list*  of 
destinations,  seventy-four  in  number*  will  be  interesting  as  showing 
the  very  great  variety  of  places  in  the  United  States  to  which  the 
emigrants  were  sent,  chiefly  owing  to  the  letters  of  invitation  received 
from  their  friends.  Those  who  went  to  Canada  were  provided  with 
employment,  chiefly  in  Ontario  and  Ottawa,  by  the  Government  agents. 
Some  families  also  proceeded  to  Winnipeg.      In  connection  with  this 

*  £ee  Appendix. 
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point  it  is  satisfactory  to  know  that  the  success  of  a  number  of  emi- 
grants who  went  to  Canada  in  1882,  induced  a  coasiderable  number 
to  apply  this  year  to  be  sent  to  that  colony.  Last  year  no  one  ashed 
to  be  sent  to  Canada,  though  willing  to  go  there  rather  than  remain 
behind  in  their  poverty.  In  addition  to  the  satisfaction  of  hearing 
In  many  quarters  of  the  undoubted  well-doing  of  a  number  of  emi- 
grants who  had  left  in  1882,  the  indirect  benefit  was  also  apparent  in 
lessening  the  number  of  those  who  were  competing  for  the  very 
limited  employment  offered  even  in  the  spring,  and  also  in  the 
tendency  to  a  consolidation  of  holdings.*  But  it  was  deeply 
painful  to  witness  the  disappointment  of  numbers  of  those 
families  who  were  deemed  too  weak  to  leave,  and  who  had  no 
satisfactory  letters  from  their  friends.  To  many  of  these  the  only 
ray  of  hope  seemed  to  be  that  there  was  a  probability  of  the  assistance 
being  offered  them  another  year. 

No  words  can  too  strongly  depict  the  deep-seated  poverty  and 
privation  endured  by  a  number  of  families  in  certain  portions  of  this 
Union,  which  a  residence  of  more  than  three  months  within  its  com- 
pass brought  to  our  knowledge.  Not  only  were  a  number  of  these 
people  unable  to  procure  seed  potatoes  to  crop  their  small  holdings 
but  were  even  dependent  on  private  funds  for  the  mouthful  of  meal  on 
which  they  subsist  ed.  There  is  indeed  a  total  cessation  of  paid  labour 
throughout  the  Union,  although  Is.  to  Is.  6d.  per  day  would  be 
willingly  accepted  and  the  bulk  of  the  male  population  is  without 
employment.  Owing  to  various  causes  very  few  migratory  labourers 
proceed  from  this  Union  to  England,  and  those  who  might  be 
inclined  to  go  are  without  the  funds  needed  to  undertake  the  journey 
this  year. 

The  amount  of  detail  in  connection  with  the  Emigration  work  can 
hardly  be  estimated,  and  caused  a  strain  and  perpetual  tension  of 
mind  and  body  only  made  possible  by  the  sense  of  the  benefit  which 
was  conferred  on  these  poor  people,  and  which  they  so  evidently  felt 
and  constantly  acknowledged.  I  was  assisted  for  many  weeks  by 
Mr.  H  Hodgkin,  whose  devotion  to  the  work  was  only  equalled  by 
the  ability  which  he  brought  to  bear  upon  it.  During  the  latter 
portion  of  the  time  I  had  also  the  assistance  of  Mr.  H.  Higgins. 
The  impossibility  of  procuring  suitable  clothing  for  the  emi- 
grants in  the  district  necessitated  the  arrangement  of  clothing 
depots.     At   each   local  centre  of   the   work,    Letterfrack,   Clifden, 

*  See  Appendix  as  to  this  year's  results. 
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Carna,  and  Gralway,  a  clothing  store  was  established  from  which  the 
emigrant  was  furnished  with  a  suitable  outfit — slothing,  rugs,  &c. 
The  clothing  was  very  satisfactorily  supplied  at  moderate  prices  by 
Messrs.  Pirn,  of  Dublin,  and,  to  the  remarkable  success  which  has 
attended  this  portion  of  the  work  we  are  chiefly  indebted  to  the  un- 
tiring energy  and  capacity  of  Mr.  C.  T.  Kelley,  who  worked  night  and 
day  in  the  carrying  out  this  onerous  task. 

For  one  party  of  the  emigrants,  who  were  proceeding  to  Min- 
nesota and  Winnipeg,  we  were  fortunate  enough  to  secure  the 
services  of  the  Hev.  M.  Mahoney,  CO.,  of  Preston,  to  accompany 
them  on  their  long  journey.  Arrangements  were  also  made  to  retain 
his  services  for  a  time  in  Minnesota,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  and 
caring  for  other  parties  of  our  people.  He  has  rendered  most  valuable 
service  to  the  Committee,  not  only  in  the  oversight  and  placing  of 
this  year's  emigrants,  but  also  in  supplying  much  information  and 
opening  the  way  for  the  reception  of  a  large  number  of  families  if 
the  work  is  continued  another  year.  I  may  also  add,  as  showing  the 
demand  for  emigrants  of  the  class  lately  sent  there.  Father  Mahoney 
has  recently  forwarded  applications  for  more  than  30  additional 
families  for  Minnesota.  This  is  the  more  gratifying  as  the  feeling 
at  St.  Paul  was  on  his  arrival  strongly  set  against  the  assisted  emi- 
gration, the  cry  which  was  then  as  Father  Mahoney  says,  "  send  us 
no  more  Connemara,"  having  been  exchanged  for  one  of  approval 
and  keen  satisfaction  with  the  families  assisted  by  the  Committee. 
The  following  extract  from  a  recent  letter  shows  the  high  wages  at 
once  obtainable  by  both  men  and  women. 

It  is  dated  St.  Paul,  June  14th.  "  As  to  employment,"  Father 
Mahoney  writes,  "  the  males  all  had  it,  or  would  have  it,  within  a 
day  or  two, — indeed,  it  was  said  a  man  could  hardly  miss  work 
unless  he  expressly  tried  to  shirk  it.  The  worst  pay,  1.15dols. 
1.50dols.  was  common,  and  on  the  railways  1.75dDls.  and  2dols.  per 
day  was  obtained.  The  females,  whether  married  or  single,  were, 
if  possible,  better  off  than  the  men — they  were  wanted  everywhere 
for  work  the  most  ignorant  could  easily  and  satisfactorily  do  and 
get  regular  pay  of  not  less  than  Idol,  a  day.  For  girls  even  as 
young  as  thirteen  an  incredibly  brisk  demand  (existed),  and  no 
less  was  thought  of  than  5dols.  a  week  with  board.  It  astonished 
me  to  see  how  even  slow  dull  girls  were  hired  for  lOdols.  a  month 
and  board." 

The  demand  for  the  class  of  emigrants  selected  this  year  was  not 


,**■  r** 


14  Emigration  from   Ireland. 

confined  to  Minnesota ;  in  other  parts  of  the  Union  the  applications 
for  families  have  been  more  numerous  than  we  could  satisfy.  It 
seems  especially  important  this  circumstance  after  the  very  loud 
opposition  which  has  been  raised  against  State-aided  Emigration  by 
certain  parties  in  America.  It  is  due  to  the  Committee  to  state  that 
notwithstanding  the  rigorous  examination  of  emigrants  on  landing 
none  of  our  emigrants  have  been  found  unable  to  support  themselves, 
or  in  consequence  returned. 

In  conclusion,  I  venture  to  add  that  it  would  be  regarded  by 
numbers  who  are  now  lookiog  forward  to  a  continuation  of  the  work 
of  the  Committee  in  Ireland  as  a  most  serious  blow  if  from  any  cause 
the  plan  of  assisted  emigration  was  not  continued.  To  many  it  has 
seemed  as  the  only  possible  escape  from  the  galling  bondage  of 
poverty,  and  a  very  serious  responsibility  must  rest  at  the  door  of 
those  who  misrepresent  the  feeling  and  desires  of  the  people,  and  speak 
of  the  free  emigration  as  a  cruel  and  enforced  expatriation.  Already 
during  the  past  few  weeks  numerous  letters  have  come  from  those 
whom  we  have  had  the  happiness  to  assist,  speaking  in  the  most  grate- 
ful terms  of  the  kindness  that  has  been  done  them  and  of  the  sense 
of  emancipation  from  the  grinding  despair  in  which  they  had  been 
living ;  telling  also  of  the  good  land  of  plenty  to  which  they  had 
come  as  "one flowing  with  milk  and  honey."  To  those  who  have  so 
generously  and  freely  enabled  me  to  carry  out  a  small  portion  of  this 
work  I  desire  to  hand  on  the  grateful  thanks  and  prayers  of  these 
poor  people. 

JAMES  H.  TUKE. 


P.S. — The  following  extract  from  a  letter  just  received  from 
Father  Mahoney  dated  St.  Paul,  July  1st,  is  highly  satisfactory  : — 

"  I  may  mention  these  facte  :  1st,  that  labour  is  in  the  briskest  demand  in  St. 
Paul,  and  increasingly  so.  The  demand  has  been  for  some  weeks,  and  is  now 
quite  ahead  of  the  supply.  New  railroads  and  quite  extensive  operations  in 
street  improvement  are  two  great  causes.  2nd,  Father  Nealis,  the  priest,  in 
whose  district  very  many  of  the  West  of  Ireland  '  greenhorns '  live,  told  me 
yesterday  that  all  along  this  spring  and  summer  he  has  met  no  case  of  begging 
or  destitution.  Bishop  Ireland,  too,  frequently  referred  to  how  wonderfully  he 
has  all  along  been  spared  any  appeal,  and  even  any  unfavourable  account  or 
mention  of  this  year's  emigrants  ;  so  he  infers  quite  jubilantly,  and  has  asked 
me  expressly  to  report  to  Mr.  Tuke,  that  '  all  the  emigrants  of  this  year  are 
doing  all  right  and  first  rate. '  I  have  noticed  that  in  the  case  of  the  late  batches 
the  youngsters  of  former  arrivals,  having  got  meantime  masters  of  the  geography 
of  the  situation,  were  readily  found  to  hand  to  give  information  and  guidance, 
and  put  the  greenhorns  at  home." 
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Results    of    Emigration    as    regards    43    Holdings. 


HEAD    TENANTS. 

I. — P.  F.,  Land  taken  by  brother,  who  has  now  two  holdings. 

2. — M.  I.,  Land  taken  by  adjoining  tenant. 

3. — M.  P.,  Land  taken  by  brother,  who  has  now  two  holdings. 

4.  — Gr.  0.,  Land  taken  by  adjoining  tenant,  who  has  two  holdings. 

5. — A.  M.,  Land  taken  by  adjoining  tenant. 

6. — B.  J.,  Land   taken   by  brother,  who   before  was   the  under- 

tenant.  < 

7. —  S.  M.,  Land  taken  by  adjoining  tenant. 

8. — M.  H.,  Land  taken  by  adjoining  tenant. 

9. — T.  C,  Land  taken  by  adjoining  tenant. 
10. — J.  0.,  Land  taken  by  adjoining  tenant. 
11. — M.  J.,  Land  taken  by  adjoining  tenant. 

12. — N.  P.,  Land  taken  by  brother,  formerly  only  a  conacre  tenant, 
13. — M.  W.,  Land  taken  by  adjoining  tenant. 
14. — J.  M.,  Land  taken  by  adjoining  tenaot. 
15. — M.  D.,  Land  taken  by  adjoining  tenant. 
16. — J.  H.,  Land  taken  by  adjoining  tenant. 
17. — J.  C,  Land  taken  by  adjoining  tenant. 
18. — E.  M.  P.,  Land  taken  by  adjoining  tenant. 
19. — F.  W.,  Land  taken  by  adjoining  tenant. 


20. — H.  M.,  Land  unoccupied. 

21.— 0.  C, 

22.— Gk  C, 

23.— T.  F., 

24.— P.  C, 

25.— J.  W., 

26.— W.  C, 

27.— M.  F., 

UNDER    TENANTS. 

28. — M.  D.,  Land  left  to  head  tenant. 

29.— A.  C, 

30  — T.  8., 

31.— P.  K, 

32.— M.  McD., 

33.— J.  F., 

34. — P.  C,  Land  taken  by  landlord. 


» 
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CONACRE    TENANTS. 

35. — J.  K.,  To  head  tenant. 

36.— W.  D.,       „ 

37.— J.  D., 

38.— P.  H., 

39.— I.  H., 

40.— a.  M.  D., 

41.— J.  a, 

42.— A.  H., 

43.— J.  M.  F., 


APPENDIX.— CLIFDEN    UNION. 

Destinations  of  Emigrants  for  the  United  States. 


Vermont.  —  Colchester,  Enosburgh  Falls,  Essex  Junction,  St. 
Albans,  South  Barnard,  "Woodstock. 

Maine. — -Portland. 

New  Hampshire.— Manchester. 

Rhode  Island. — Pawtucket,  Providence,  Warren. 

Connecticut.— Birmingham,  Central  Village,  North  Grosvenordale, 
Windsorville. 

Massachusetts.— Boston,  Cambridge,  Port,  Chelsea,  Clinton  Lynn, 
Millbury,  Pitsfield,  Worcester. 

New  York. — Brooklyn,  Chittenanga,  Fort  Hamilton,  Johnstown, 
Kingston,  Ulster  Co.,  New  York  City,  Syracuse,  Troy. 

New  Jersey. — Gloucester  City,  Trenton,  Woodbury. 

Pennsylvania  — Alleghany,  Chester,  Connelsville,  Frankstown, 
Hopewell,  Johnstown,  Mansfield,  Minooka,  Philadelphia,  Pittsburgh, 
Scranton,  Walkerspoint,  Whiteash,  Wilkesbarre.    . 

Maryland  . — Baltimore. 

Ohio.  —  Cincinnati,  Lawrenoe  Co.,  Newburgh,  Stenbensville, 
Titusville,  Webster  Co. 

Kentucky. — Louisville,  Newport. 

Virginia. — Brook  Co.,  Kingsville,  Norfolk,  Randolph,  Wheeling. 

Indiana. — Richmond. 

Delaware. — Wilmington. 

Tennessee. — Nashville. 

Wisconsin. — Broadford,  Chicago,  Elroy,  Stalwart,  Whitewater. 

Illinois. — Rock  Island. 

Iowa. — Independence. 

Minnesota. — Graceville,  Minneapolis,  Osakis,  St.  Joseph'sjSt.  Paul. 


r.  Tukes  Fund, 


MR.  SYDNEY  BUXTON'S  REPORT. 


li,  Eaton  Place,  S.W-. 

Mmrch  10tk,  1883. 

It  becomes  my  duty,  as  Hon.  See.,  and  as  having  during  the  past 
three  weeks  "been  engaged  in  assisting  to  select  emigrants,  to  submit 
to  the  Committee  a  report  on  the  progress  of  the  work. 

The  Committee  were  originally  asked  to  undertake  the  charge 
<©f  districts  containing  a  population  of  about  36,00©  people  ;  subse- 
quently they  accepted  the. further  responsibility  of  additional  districts; 
and  they  have  now  under  their  care,  for  emigration  purposes,  some 
46,000  persons,  in  the  Unions  of  Belmullet  and  Newport,  Co.  Mayo, 
and  in  Clifden  and  Omghterard,  Co.  Gralway. 

During  the  autumn  recess  it  was  necessary  to  make  arrangements 
for  the  selection  of  the  emigrants,  preparations  for  their  shipment,  the 
obtaining  of  funds,  and  for  other  matters,  involving  a  large  amount 
of  correspondence  and  organisation. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  enter  at  any  length  into  the  details  of  this 
work.  With  the  assent  of  the  Irish  Local  Government  Board,  we 
arranged  that  the  relieving  officers  in  the  different  districts  should 
post  our  placards  inviting  those  who  desired  to  emigrate  to  give  in 
their  names,  and  should  keep  the  lists  for  us. 

These  lists  were  opened  by  the  second  week  in  January :  and 
when  closed  at  the  end  of  the  month  contained  6,500  names ;  a 
number  since  increased  by  personal  applications  to  ourselves  to 
considerably  over  7,000. 

It  had  not  been  Mr.  Tuke's  intention  to  go  over  to  Ireland  until 
somewhat  later  in  the  year,  when  the  selection  and  shipment  might 
have  been  consecutive.  But  as  it  soon  appeared  that,  in  spite  of 
manifold  notices  and  warnings,  most  of  those  on  the  lists  would  not 
sow  their  land  until  they  knew  definitely  whether  they  were  selected 
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or  rejected,  we  determined  to  proceed  to  the  selection  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment;  and  were  consequently  unable  to  wait  for  the 
meeting  of  the  Committee, 

On  the  11th  of  February,  therefore,  Mr.  Tuke  and  myself 
crossed  to  Dublin,  saw  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  the  officials 
interested,  receiving  instructions  and  advice  from  them  ;  and  went  on 
to  Westport  on  the  13th.  Joined  there  by  Major  Graskell,  we  spent 
two  days  in  discussing  the  best  mode  of  procedure,  in  laying  down 
principles  and  settling  details,  in  going  through  lists,  and  making 
the  acquaintance  of  those  who  were  to  assist  us  in  the  work. 

On  the  16th  we  separated ;  Mr.  Tuke  going  to  Clifden,  Major 
Gaskell  to  Oughterard,  and  myself  to  Newport  and  Belmullet,  and 
for  a  fortnight  we  worked  alone  in  our  respective  districts  :  what 
follows  must  therefore  be  of  the  nature  of  a  personal  narrative. 

The  districts  which  I  had  undertaken  comprised  a  scattered 
population  of  about  25,000  persons,  of  whom  16,000  were  in  Belmullet, 
and  9,000  in  Newport  Union.  The  total  number  of  original  appli- 
cants, on  the  lists,  amounted  to  about  2,400  in  Belmullet,  and  some 
750  in  Newport,  a  number  considerably  enlarged  by  additional 
applicants,  and  one  which  might  probably  have  been  infinitely  in- 
creased if  I  had  felt  myself  at  liberty  to  extend  the  lists. 

Two  reasons  existed  why  many  of  those  who  are  now  anxious  to 
emigrate  had  not  in  the  first  instance  put  down  their  names.  To  be- 
gin with,  due  publicity  had  not  been  given  to  our  placards  ;  many  of 
the  outlying  villages  having,  it  appears,  hardly  received  any  notice  at 
all.  Secondly,  the  people  were  at  first  suspicious,  thinking  the 
matter  a  Government  scheme  for  exporting  them;  and  more 
especially  (thanks,  perhaps,  to  our  placarded  preference  for  Canada), 
believing  Canadian  emigration  to  be  a  subtle  device  for  keeping  the 
emigrant  under  the  British  Crown,  even  when  he  had  left  Ireland. 

These  suspicions  were,  however,  more  or  less  dissipated  when  the 
people  were  personally  interviewed  ;  and  when  they  realised  that  the 
assisted  emigration  was  a  fact,  and  that  it  was  not  pressed  upon 
them,  they  became  anxiously  eager  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
opportunity.  While,  as  regards  Canada,  when  the  real  reason  for 
desiring  to  send  them  there  was  carefully  put  before  them,  their 
prejudices  against  that  country  were  somewhat  weakened  ;  though  in 
some  instances  their  unreasoning  dread  could  not  be  removed,  and  a 
few  families  declined  to  go  to  Canada,  even  when  the  workhouse  or 
starvation  seemed  to  be  the  only  alternatives. 
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The  rule  enforced  with  reference  to  the  States,was  that  only  those 
would  be  sent  who  could  prove  that  they  had  there  a  near  relation 
ready  and  willing  to  receive  the  family.  It  is  pleasant  to  be  able  to 
report  that  a  very  large  number  of  the  applicants  had  most  satisfactory 
letters,  the  genuineness  of  which  was  unquestionable,  from  their 
friends  and  relations  in  the  States,  in  many  cases  urging  them  to 
come  out  and  join  them.  The  "relation"  being,  as  a  rule,  a  brother, 
son,  sister,  or  daughter  who  had  been  sent  out  a  year  or  two  before 
by  the  united  efforts  of  the  family. 

In  those  cases  where  the  applicants  had  no  relations  or  no  near 
relations  in  the  States — *'  cousins,"  though  always  apparently  plentiful* 
I  could  not  admit  to  be  such — they  were,  if  suitable,  offered  a 
free  passage  to  Canada,  and,  as  already  stated,  few  declined  the  ofTor, 
most,  in  their  then  mood,  being  ready  to  go  anywhere  so  they  might 
leave  Ireland. 

There  were  those  again  who  had,  or  said  they  had,  friends  and 
relations  in  the  States,  from  whom,  however,  they  had  not  received 
letters,  or  letters  not  sufficiently  recent  or  satisfactory,  but  who,  if 
appealed  to,  would  be  certain  to  promise  them  a  welcome.  As  we  had 
beforehand  given  notice  of  the  necessity  of  letters,  many  of  these 
persons  had  already  written,  and  the  others  were  instructed  to  write 
at  once.  If  the  replies  are  satisfactory  (the  envelope  will  be  required 
as  a  test  of  genuineness)  they  will  be  sent  to  their  friends  ;  otherwise 
they  will  have  to  go  to  Canada,  unless,  indeed,  the  family  is  so 
"weak"  as  to  be  unsuitable,  when  they  must  perforce  remain  at  home. 

This  last  class  were  entered  on  my  lists  as  "  doubtful,"  but  I 
fully  believe  that  the  majority  of  them  will  receive  satisfactory  letters 
and  be  able  to  be  sent.  The  first  two  classes,  those  going  to  Canada  or 
to  friends  in  the  States,  received  vouchers  promising  assistance,  which 
in  most  cases  will  mean  clothes  and  money  in  pocket  in  addition  to 
the  free  passage.* 

In  some  cases  where  from  letters  or  other  sources  of  information, 
it  appeared  certain  that  the  friends  in  America  would  or  could  provide 
a  small  contribution  towards  the  cost,  I  insisted  on  the  payment  of 
sums  varying  from  £1  to  £10.  The  intention  in  demanding  this 
money  was  that  it  should  be  sent  over  from  America  as  an  earnest  of 
the  welcome  which  would  be  given  to  the  emigrant.  As  a  rule, 
therefore,  I  not  only  did  not  require   immediate  payment,    but   even 

*  The  total  numbers   sent  from  Belmullet  and  Newport  amounted  to  over 
2,500.    See  appendix  to  Report. 
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refused  an  occasional  proffer  of  such,  preferring,  where  possible,  not  to 
deprive  the  creditors  of  their  dues,  nor  to  reduce  the  family  to  the 
last  farthing,  and  desiring  that  the  money  should  really  come  from 
America.  The  total  sum  thus  paid  or  promised,,  amounted  to  over 
£300. 

Looking  at  the  awful  destitution  of  the  people,  it  went  against 
the  grain  thus  to  extract  money  from  them,  but  it  was  important 
not  to  check  the  low  of  contributions  from  America,  while  any 
additional  money  received  by  the  Fund  would  go  to  assist  other 
©migrants. 

I  made  it  my  business  to  see  the  head  of  each  family,  and 
often  in  addition  some  or  all  of  the  members — occasionally  in  order 
to  put  ages  to  them,  age  being  often  an  unknown  quantity,  or 
varying  according  to  the  supposed  necessities  of  the  case.  Thusy 
with  the  information  supplied  by  the  relieving  officers  and  from 
other  sources,  it  was  possible  to  form  a  more  or  less  accurate  idea  of 
the  means  and  position  of  each  family. 

It  seemed  of  great  importance  for  those  who  remain  behind — 
and  they  ought  to  be  considered  as  much  or  more  than  those  who 
go — that  one  should  endeavour,  as  far  as  one  could,  to  assist 
towards  a  consolidation  of  holdings,  the  great  need  in 
Connaught. 

In  the  ease,  therefore,  of  a  land-holding  applicant — the  vast 
majority,  for  even  those  classed  as  "  labourers,"  were  almost  all 
cottiers— I  took  it  on  myself  (thus,  perhaps,  exceeding  my  instruc- 
tions) to  inquire  what  each  man  intended  to  do  about  his  land,  to 
point  out  the  advantage  of  a  consolidation  of  holdings,  and  to 
suggest  that  the  holding  ought  to  be  assigned  to  a  neighbour- 
ing tenant,  or  some  satisfactory  arrangement  made  with  the  agent 
or  landlord,  and  that  it  should  in  no  case  be  handed  over  to  a 
new  tenant.  Yery  often  the  matter  had  been  already  compulsorily 
decided,  the  applicant  being  "  ejected  "  or  under  process.  I  fear 
that  the  majority  of  tenants  will  receive  little  or  nothing  for  their 
"  rights  "  ;  the  land  is  almost  worthless,  and  anything  they  may 
receive  will  be  swallowed  up  by  arrears  and  debts. 

I  made  it  also  a  rule,  in  cases  of  families,  that  the  whole 
family  should  go,  or  none.  An  inclination  was  occasionally  shown 
to  leave  one  or  two  members  of  the  family  behind  on  the 
land — an  old  father  or  mother,  a  brother,  or  someone ;  an  idea 
which  had   to   be   sternly  resisted    if    any   permanent    good    were 
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to  accrue  to  the  country.  This  rule,  stringently  enforced,  more 
than  once  resulted  in  the  enrolment  for  emigration  of  a  whole 
family,  of  whom  originally  only  a  few  members  had  intended  to  go. 

How  far  the  sequel  will  show  a  real  consolidation  of  holdings 
it  is  impossible  to  say.*  I  learn,  however,  that  a  considerable  number 
of  the  landholders  whom  we  have  decided  to  send  have  already  come 
to  terms  with  their  landlords ;  and  one  may  hope  (especially  as  rent 
is  almost  everywhere  two  or  three  years  in  arrear)  that  the  rest  will 
do  likewise. 

Undoubtedly  some  of  the  land  will  go  out  of  cultivation 
altogether — how  it  ever  came  into  cultivation  is  a  mystery  ;  and  a 
great  deal  will  remain  uncultivated  for  this  year,  inasmuch  as  most  of 
those  who  are  emigrating  will  not  sow  their  land,  even  when  .they 
have  seed,  and  will  not  relinquish  their  holdings  until  too  late  for  a 
sowing  to  be  made. 

At  present,  at  all  events,  a  strong  feeling  against  sub- 
division exists  amongst  the  people ;  and  there  is  good  ground  for 
hope  that  most  of  the  land  now  to  be  left  vacant  will  be  amalga- 
mated with  neighbouring  tenancies,  and  thus  form  holdings  on  which 
it  will  be  possible  for  a  family  to  maintain,  even  if  they  cannot 
enjoy,  life. 

The  difficulty  of  deciding  on  each  individual  case  was  consider- 
able. The  question  had  always  carefully  to  be  considered  whether 
the  family  were  sufficiently  strong  to  give  good  promise  of  success 
in  the  new  country  ;  more  especially  if  they  were  going  to  Canada. 
It  would  be  useless,  and  worse  than  useless,  to  send  away  a  long 
weak  family,  depending  solely  on  the  health  and  strength  of  one 
man.  It  was  necessary,  therefore,  as  a  rule,  to  accept  those  families 
only  in  which  the  workers  more  than  outnumbered  the  non- workers. 
Consequently,  some  families  whose  appeal  for  help  was  the  most 
urgent  and  the  most  piteous  had  to  be  refused. 

What  is  to  become  of  these  people  it  is  hard  to  say.  The 
distress  in  parts  of  the  West  seemed  bad  enough  when  I  was  over 
there  last  autumn  :  it  appears  decidedly  worse  now.  No  seed  to  sow, 
no  work  to  be  done,  no  wages  to  be  earned,  no  credit  at  the  shops  ; 
the  outlook  for  these  poor  people  is  dark  indeed. 

Though  enforcing,  pretty  strictly,  the  rule  of  "  family " 
emigration  only,  I  did  occasionally  pass  an  individual,  either  to  go 

*  See  Captain  Ruttledge-Fair's  Report,  which  shows  a  very  satisfactory  sequel. 
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with  and  so  to  strengthen  a  "  weak "  family,  or  for  some  especial 
reason.  If  I  had  allowed  individuals  to  go,  we  might  have  sent  away 
half  the  "  bone  and  sinew  "  of  the  country  side  ;  but  though  one  is 
Inclined  to  pity  strong  boys  and  girls,  and  to  wish  to  send  them  to 
where  they  could  obtain  work  and  wages,  this  inclination  has  to  be 
checked  lest  the  power  of  taking  and  placing  families  should  be 
adversely  affected. 

I  feel  convinced  that  if  real  publicity  were  given  to  the 
movement  in  the  poorer  districts  of  Belmullet  and  Newport,  a 
large  number  of  additional  families — some  thousands  of  persons  pro- 
bably— would  be  found  willing,  nay,  anxious  to  emigrate.  This 
year  there  is  a  considerable  prejudice  against  Canada  ;  another  year, 
if  those  sent  there  do  well,  the  case  will  be  altered,  and,  as  has  been 
already  experienced  by  the  Committee  in  some  of  the  Clifden  dis- 
tricts, that  country  will  have  become  nearly  as  popular  as  the 
States.  At  present,  not  unnaturally — and  irrespective  of  local  influ- 
ences, of  the  suspicion  of  Government  intrigue,  of  the  legends 
current  about  the  niggers  and  other  monsters  of  the  unknown  land — ■ 
the  people,  mostly  having  friends  or  relations  in  the  States,  prefer  to 
go  there  rather  than  to  Canada. 

The  obstacles  in  the  way  of  family  emigration — and  it  is  the 
only  form  of  emigration  which  can  really  relieve  and  improve  the 
congested  districts — is  in  no  way  due  to  lack  of  applications  but 
chiefly  to  the  difficulty  of  finding  suitable  and  sufficient  housing  and 
work  on  the  other  side  of  the  water. 

And,  of  course,  these  difficulties  are  very  much  greater  than  any 
against  which  "  individual "  emigration  has  to  contend.  Doubtless 
any  number  of  able-bodied  individuals  might  be  sent  to  the  States  or 
to  Canada  with  a  certainty  of  obtaining  employment ;  and  having 
no  encumbrances  they  could  easily  move  about  as  suited  them  best. 
Family  emigration  is,  however,  quite  a  different  matter.  The 
housing  difficulty  is  a  grave  one  ;  the  non- workers  must  be  fed  and 
clothed,  though  they  cannot  earn  ;  and  thus  it  becomes  essential  to 
arrange  definitely  beforehand  where  the  family  shall  go,  and  to 
whose  care  they  shall  be  primarily  assigned.  It  would  be  out  of  the 
question,  even  if  the  respective  Governments  would  allow  it,  to  land 
families  friendless  and  destitute  in  the  States  or  Canada,  and  leave 
them  entirely  to  their  own  resources. 

Thus,   perhaps,    the  greatest   difficulty   in  emigration   of   the 
character  undertaken  by  the  Committee  is  on  the   other  side  of  the 
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Atlantic;  and  it  becomes  evident  that  any  wholesale  system  of 
family  emigration  is  both  unwise  and  unjustifiable—unless  carried 
out  under  very  exceptional  circumstances,  with  the  greatest  caution, 
and  with  careful  previous  preparation. 

It  is  certain  that  family  emigration  cannot  proceed  from  the  West, 
nor  indeed  probably  from  any  part  of  Ireland,  without  extraneous 
aid,  for  while  an  occasional  passage  can  be  sent  home  by  those 
abroad  to  bring  over  one  or  two  others  of  the  family,  enough  money 
cannot  be  raised  to  transfer  all  the  members,  and  thus,  of  each  family 
and  on  each  holding,  some,  and  more  especially  the  weak  and  the 
feeble,  will  remain. 

State-aided  emigration  to  be  a  success  and  to  be  of  t  real 
benefit  to  these  poverty-stricken  districts,  should  be  spread  over 
several  years,  and  be  confined  to  "  families/ '  with  due  arrangements 
for  consolidation  of  holdings  ;  the  Government  grant  per  head  being 
meanwhile  somewhat  increased.  Even  if  the  grant  were  in  some 
measure  to  stay  the  flow  of  American  money  into  these  districts — 
though  I  doubt  if  it  would — the  amount  sent  over  is  not  laige,  and 
in  no  way  diminishes  but  rathei  increases  the  evils  from  which 
these  districts  are  suffering.  While  on  the  one  hand  it  takes  away 
a  few  of  the  able-bodied  (doubtless  greatly  to  their  benefit),  on  the 
other,  by  subsidising  those  who  remain,  it  tends  to  keep  families 
struggling  on  the  land  in  a  state  bordering  on  destitution,  and 
assists  them  to  pay  rent  which  could  not  be  raised  from  the  land 
itself.  If,  however,  by  degrees,  a  large  number  of  entire  families 
were  removed,  the  over-crowding  would  be  relieved  and  the  holdings 
increased  in  size. 

The  very  difficult  and  arduous  work  of  providing  for  the 
shipment  of  these  large  numbers  of  emigrants  has  still  to  be  under- 
taken. The  first  shipment  for  the  States  will  be  from  Gfalway  on 
the  23rd  inst.,  the  next  on  the  30th  from  Blacksod  Bay;  the  first 
for  Canada,  on  the  20th  April,  from  Blacksod  Bay,  and  so  on,  in  a 
continuous  weekly  stream,  one  week  to  Boston,  the  next  to  Quebec, 
with  a  few  special  steamers  interspersed. 

As  Belmullet  is  some  fifty  English  miles  from  the  nearest 
railway  or  telegraph  station,  the  labour  of  taking  any  very  consider- 
able number  of  emigrants  to  the  usual  ports  would  have  been  immense, 
perhaps  insuperable;  but  fortunately  the  difficulties  of  transport 
have  been  largely  solved  by  the  possibility  of  bringing  the  emigrant 
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ships  into  Blacksod  Bay,  at  the  head  of  which  Belmullet  lies.  The 
Newport  and  Belmullet  people  will,  therefore,  be  shipped  from  thence, 
and  the  embarkation  will  be  further  facilitated  by  the  assistance  of 
a  gunboat,  which  the  Admiralty  has  ordered  to  co-operate  with  us. 

Captain  Euttledge-Fair,  who  has  been  actively  assisting  me  in 
the  work  of  selection,  is  now  in  full  charge  of  the  districts  of  Newport 
and  Belmullet.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  rejoin  him  in  Belmullet  about 
the  23rd  inst.,  to  help  with  the  first,  and  perhaps  with  the  second? 
shipment.  The  further  shipments  will  be  undertaken  by  him, 
who,  ably  assisted  as  he  is  by  Mr.  Richards,  and  by  Mr.  Nolan, 
R.O.,  has  already  proved  to  the  Committee  his  efficiency. 

I  cannot  close  without  expressing  my  gratitude  to  the  Committee 
for  their  invariable  kindness  and  consideration  to  myself.  Nor  can  I 
refrain  from  expressing  my  sense  of  my  great  good  fortune  in  having 
had  the  privilege  of  work  with  and  under  Mr.  Tuke. 

SYDNEY  C.  BUXTON. 


N.B. — The  very  valuable  report  of  Captain  Ruttledge-Fair  regarding  the 
Belmullet  and  Newport  districts,  makes  it  unnecessary  for  me  to  write  a 
second  report,  or  to  describe  the  shipments  from  Blacksod  Bay,  the  first  of  which 
I  was  able  personally  to  superintend. 

The  only  note  I  would  add,  is  that  we  were  able — in  the  Mayo  districts — 
satisfactorily  to  "scatter"  the  emigrants,  sending  the  American  ones  to  as  many 
as  eighty  different  destinations  in  seventeen  States  ;  and  a  very  large  number 
to  the  West.     We  were  able  also  to  send  a  considerable  number  to  Winnipeg. 

It  is  most  sincerely  to  be  hoped  that  the  Government  will  be  induced  to  con- 
tinue the  work  of  emigration  for  several  years  to  come,  taking  each  spring,  from 
the  congested  districts,  as  many  poor  families  as  desire  to  leave. 

That  which  has  been  done  in  the  past  will  be  nearly  useless  for  good  unless 
it  be  endorsed  and  rendered  effective  by  a  continuation  of  the  same  process  in  the 
near  future.  The  tramway  scheme  will,  probably,  be  most  valuable,  but  should 
not  be  allowed  to  interfere  with  the  due  development  of  the  very  important 
work  of  State-aided  "  family  "  emigration. 

Sydney  Buxton. 
July  17th,  1883, 
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MAJOR  GASKELI/S  REPORT, 


OUGHTEBA.BD  UNION, 

Gal  way,  July  16th,  1883. 

Dear  Mr.  Buxton,— The  annexed  tables  show  the  work  for 
which  I  am  responsible  to  your  Committee ;  and  I  have  little  to  add 
to  them  in  explanation.  lam  sorry  they  do  not  show  the  number,, 
value,  and  present  occupation  of  the  holdings  vacated  by  the  emigrant 
families ;  but  I  have  not  yet  received  the  Eelieving  Officer's  answers 
to  my  questions  on  these  points.  A  large  proportion  of  the  f  amilieSs 
however,  had  no  land ;  and  the  holdings  left  by  the  others  are  very 
small,  but  they  have,  I  believe,  in  every  case  passed  either  to  the 
relatives  or  nearest  neighbours  of  those  who  emigrated— -without 
previous  surrender  to  the  landlord, 

I  shall  be  happy  to  give  any  further  information  which  the  Com- 
mittee may  desire.  I  have  not  much  knowledge  of  the  present  con- 
dition of  the  emigrants,  except  of  those  who  left  Lettermore,  of  whom 
we  have  received  satisfactory  accounts ;  they  are  all  doing  well. 

Yours  truly, 

W.  P.  GAS&ELL, 

Sydney  C,  Buxton,  Esq.,  M.P, 
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RETURN  OF  EMIGRANTS  SELECTED  BY  MAJOR  GASKELL. 

23rd  March  to  23rd  June,  1883. 


JTo.  of 
applica- 
tions 

Electoral  Divisions. 

Population, 
1881. 

Persons  Emigrated. 

Total 
Heads. 

Per 

Cent,  of 

Popu- 

on R.O. 

Lists. 

Persons. 

Families,, 

Families. 

Consist- 
ing of 
Persons. 

Indivi- 
duals. 

lation  in 
1881. 

140 

SO 

950 

850  j 

120 

Arran  Islands     

Camus ... 

Crumpaun    ... 

Garomna      ...    

Lettermore  ...    ...    ... 

Turlough     

Galway  Union  gener-  > 
ally  exclusive  of  > 
Arran  Islands    ...   ) 

Oughterard    do.    do. 

3163 
518 
2473 
2739 
1643 
1722 

576 

86 

412 

476 
280 
257 

10 
6 
48 
36 
50 
10 
32 
5 

35 

44 
273 
205 
329 

48 
138 

29 

37 

2 

49 

19 

26 

9 

5 

2 

72 

46 
322 
224 
329 

57 
143 

31 

2-27 
8'88 
13-00* 
8.8 
20- 
3-31 

198 

1079 

145 

1224 

*  The  950  applications  for  this  E.  Division  included  217  belonging  to  Lettermore  E.D.,  but  th 
population,  and  percentage  emigrated,  are  correctly  shown. 


SAILINGS. 


SHIP. 


DATE  OP 
SAILING. 


Phoenician .-..  23rd  March.. 

Nestorian 31st         ,,    .. 

Indiana 31st  „    „ 

Canadian    ,  14th  April    .. 

British  Prince 19th    „ 

Austrian 21st     ,, 

Scandinavian 21st     „ 

Phoenician 28th    ,, 

Buenos  Ayrean 28th    „ 

Manitoban     6th  May     .. 

Prussian 12th     ,, 

Canadian     20th     ,, 

Austrian     26th     ,, 

Phoenician 2nd  June   .. 

Grecian  3rd      ,, 

Prussian      16th      „ 

Manitoban 16th      ,, 

Waldensian 23rd     ,, 

Lake  Winnipeg 23rd     ,, 


FOR         FOR 

BOSTON  QUEBEC 

84... 

78... 
65  J 
57... 

134  .-. 
68... 


34... 
95... 

75... 

62... 
41  .. 

44... 

30... 


43.. 

47.. 
85.. 

54... 


24.. 
47.. 
57.. 


via  Queenstown  to  Philadelphia, 
via  Queenstown  to  Philadelphia. 

95  for  the  States  (St,  Paul,  Minn.) 


867      357    Total  1224 


W.  P.  Ga»kell. 


4  C\ 

i 


M§\    Take's  Fund.  27 


CAPTAIN  RUTTLEDGE-FAIR'S  REPORT. 


BELMULLET    AND    NEWPOBT    UNIONS. 


Gentlemen, 

Having  completed  the  work  allotted  to  me  by  Mr, 
Tuke'-s  Committee,  I  liave  now  the  honour  to  lay  before  you  the 
following  report  of  the  proceedings  and  arrangements,  which  were 
carried  out  under  my  supervision  in  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton's  district. 

The  Unions  entrusted  to  me  included  all  Belmullet,  and 
certain  portions  of  Newport,  viz.,  the  Electoral  Divisions  of  Newport 
West,  Corraun  Achill,  Ackill,  Slievemore,  and  Dooega  containing 
together  a  population  of  24,600. 

The  district  is  a  wild  and  extensive  one,  the  distance  by  road 
from  Belmullet  to  Dugort  (Achill)  being  51  miles  ;  the  area  a  total 
of  249,400  acres,  with  neither  railway  nor  telegraphic  communication 
within  42  miles  from  Belmullet. 

I  arrived  at  Achill  on  2 1st  February,  and  joined  Mr.  Buxton, 
who  was  there  for  the  purpose  of  interviewing  persons  who  intended 
to  ©migrate;  on  the  22nd  we  drove  to  Belmullet,  and  spent  a  week 
in  the  various  Electoral  Divisions  of  that  Union,  selecting  families 
who  had  complied  with  the  regulations  laid  down  by  the  Com- 
mittee. 

It    may  be   well,   before   referring   further   to   our    course    of 
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procedure-,   fa  lay    before    you    the    subjoined    statement    of    the 
particulars  of  each  shipment. 

BELMULLET    AND    NEWPORT    UNIONS. 

Meturn  of  Shipments  from  Blaclcsod  Bay. 
VESSEL.  Bate. 

1883. 
...    March  30th 
...      April  13th 
21st 


"  Nestorian." 
"  Canadian."7 
w  Scandinavian/' 
"  Phoenician." 
"Manitoban." 
"Prussian." 
"  Canadian  " 
"  Austrian." 
"  Grecian." 
M  Buenos  Ayrian.' 
"  Waldensian." 


Tia  Queenstown 
,,    Liverpool 
, ,    London 


„     27th 
May  4th 
11th 
19th 
25th 
Jure  2nd 
„     9th 
,,     22nd 


Families. 

Persons; 

Destination,. 

50      . 

..      302      . 

Boston. 

47      . 

..      304       . 

Boston. 

49      . 

..       259 

Quebec. 

40 

..      230 

Boston. 

341      . 

..      247* 

Quebec. 

37 

..      247 

Boston. 

29 

..       143 

Quebec. 

43 

...      238 

Boston. 

37 

...      184 

Quebec. 

23 

83* 

Quebec. 

49      . 

..      198 

Boston. 

438 

2435 

1 

9 

Halifax. 

4 

29 

New  York 

10 

41 

Australia* 

453  2514 

It  will  thus  be  seen  from  the  foregoing,  that  of  the  2,514 
emigrants,  888  went  to  Canada,  1,585  to  the  United  States,  and  the 
lemaining  41  to  Australia. 

It  is,  I  feel  sure,  a  fact  much  to  be  regretted,  that  the  short  time 
at  our  disposal  prevented  our  visiting  more  families  in  their  homes, 
as  in  many  outlying  districts  persons  would  be  found,  by  whom 
emigration  would  have  been  regarded  as  an  inestimable  boon,  who 
had  never  been  apprised  of  the  project  till  it  was  too  late  to  avail 
themselves  of  it. 

Considerable  difficulty  was  experienced  in  selecting  the  families 
for  each  shipment. 

It  was  necessary  to  allow  as  far  as  possible  the  poorest  to 
go  first,  for  such  was  the  poverty  of  the  district  at  the  time  our 
labours  commenced,  that  if  we  had  not  given  early  assistance 
many  would  have  been  obliged  to  enter  the  workhouse. 

It  was  also  thought  desirable  to  send  only  a  limited  number 
of  families  by  any  one  steamer  to  the  same  destination,  lest 
employment  for   all  might  not  be  immediately   forthcoming. 

It  was,  moreover,  considered  expedient  to  take  one  or  two  families 
for  each  shipment  from  each  Electoral  Division,  in  order  to  counteract 
as  far  as  possible  the  opposition  raised  by  those  whose  interest  it  was 
to  keep  the  people  in  the   country ;  and  also   in   consequence  of  the 

(*)  Thirty-six  persons  by  "  Manitoban,"  and  eleven  persons  by  "  Buenos 
Ayrian,"  both  Canadian  ships,  went  to  Ohio,  U.S. 
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fact  that  much  distrust  and  impatience  with  the  movement  was 
evinced  Ly  the  people  in  remote  districts,  on  account  of  the  delays 
which  unfortunately  were  unavoidable. 

A  fortnight  previous  to  the  arrival  of  each  steamer  the  families 
were  carefully  selected  ;  their  names  were  then  sent  to  the  relieving 
officers,  whose  duty  it  was  to  warn  those  so  selected  of  the  place  and 
date  of  embarkation,  and  also  of  the  day  on  which  they  were  to 
receive  the  clothing  with  which  the  Committee  had  promised  to 
supply  them. 

It  was  necessary  in  most  cases,  to  bring  the  families  coming 
from  a  distance  by  cart  to  Belmullet,  where  food  and  lodgings  were 
provided. 

The  embarkations  took  place  from  the  shores  of  Elly  Bay — an 
inlet  of  Blacksod  Bay — at  which  place  the  "  Allan  "  Line,  had 
arranged  for  their  steamers  to  call  weekly,  en  route  to  Gralway.  The 
embarkation  of  the  emigrants  was  naturally  a  cause  for  much  anxiety, 
inasmuch  as,  although  Blacksod  Bay  affords  perhaps  one  of  the  finest 
anchorages  in  the  West  of  Ireland — the  Channel  Squadron  having 
lain  there  some  few  years  since — still  the  shores  of  Elly  Bay  cannot 
be  approached  even  at  half- tide;  added  to  which  there  is  no  pier,  or 
in  fact  any  accommodation  for  embarking  the  people.  After  due  con- 
sultation with  Staff-Captain  Sutton,  of  H.M.S.  "Seahorse,"  and  Lieut. 
Beddoes,  commanding  the  Coast- Gruard,  it  was  found  that  there  was 
no  alternative,  except  to  arrange  that  the  emigrants  should  be  ready  to 
embark  on  each  occasion  at  high- water :  the  boats  of  the  "  Seahorse  " 
and  Coast- Gruard  taking  them  from  the  shore  to  the  gunboat  which 
then  ran  alongside  the  "  Allan  "  steamer. 

Having  on  many  previous  occasions  witnessed  the  departure  o£ 
emigrants,  and  the  painful  scenes  with  relatives  left  behind  I 
apprehended  our  operations  would  be  considerably  retarded,  not  only 
in  getting  the  people  to  the  beach  in  time  for  the  tide,  but  also  in 
keeping  the  boats  clear  of  the  many  friends,  who  attended  to  bid  them 
farewell ;  but  in  both  cases  I  was  agreeably  surprised  to  find  that  the 
emigrants,  in  their  eagerness  to  leave,  thought  little  of  being  at  the 
beach  at  6  a.m.,  and  the  usual  impressive  leave-taking  was  com- 
paratively nil. 

On  the  27th  April,  the  embarkation  of  232  emigrants  was 
witnessed  by  His  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  who  travelled 
from  Dublin  on  the  previous  day,  in  order  to  be  present  at  the 
departure   of  the  people,   and  personally  to  inspect  the  arrange- 
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ments  made  for  their  comfort  and  convenience.  The  morning  of 
his  visit  was  unfortunately  a  most  unpropitious  one ;  heavy  drizzling 
rain,  accompanied  by  a  cold  wind  and  fog,  lent  a  general  appearance 
of  wretchedness  and  discomfort  to  the  whole  proceedings,  a  state  of 
affairs  which  was  happily  not  noticeable  on  any  of  the  previous  or 
subsequent  occasions. 

His  Excellency  was  present  during  the  whole  shipment,  and 
visited  the  "Allan"  steamer,  "  Phoenician.' y  He  was  pleased  to 
express  his  high  approval,  at  all  the  arrangements  made  for  the  em- 
barkation and  comfort  of  the  emigrants,  liis  Excellency's  visit  to  the 
district  had  a  most  reassuring  effect,  the  satisfactory  and  encouraging 
character  of  which,  it  would  be  impossible  too  strongly  to  represent. 

With  reference  to  the  question  of  embarkation,  I  feel  I  should 
fail  in  my  duty  if  I  did  not  state  that  much  of  the  success  of  this 
part  of  the  undertaking  was  due  to  the  assistance  rendered  us  by 
Staff-Captain  Sutton  and  Lieut.  Beddoes,  H.N. 

Staff-Captain  Sutton  had  a  most  difficult  duty  to  perform, not  only 
in  Elly  Bay,  but  in  the  navigation  of  his  vessel  to  the  Narrows  of 
Achill,  where  the  tide  runs  with  such  tremendous  force,  that  the 
greatest  skill  was  necessary,  not  only  in  handling  the  vessel,  but  also 
in  getting  the  people  on  board,  and  with  such  judgment  was 
this  difficulty  overcome,  that  in  the  embarkation  of  2,436  people,  not 
a  single  mishap  occurred. 

To  Lieut.  Beddoes,  commanding  officer  of  Coast-Gruard, 
especial  thanks  are  also  due,  and  I  have  confidence  in  stating,  it  was 
greatly  owing  to  his  valuable  assistance,  that  our  contingents  were 
so  successfully  and  speedily  embarked,  and  at  once  made  comfortable 
on  board  the  steamers. 

It  may  be  somewhat  interesting  to  follow  the  fortunes  of  some 
of  these  emigrants  and  see  by  their  own  handwriting  how  they  fared 
on  reaching  their  destinations ;  with  this  object  in  view,  I  beg  to 
quote  extracts  from  letters  received  from  various  localities — 

From  Patrick  Barrett  (late  of  Elly,  B'stown  South),  Winnipeg,  Manitoba. 

To  William  Gilbert,  Belmullet. 

I  rent  a  house  in  the  town  for  £2  a  month,  Pat  and  Michael  are  working 

together  under  the  same  man,  they  are  getting  seven  shillings  a  day.     I  am 

working  myself  about  three  miles  from  the  town Catherine  would   get  15 

dollars  a  month  but  1  could  not  spare  her.  Anastatia  is  getting  10  dollars  a 
month.  Bridget  is  getting  six  dollars  a  month  minding  two  small  children. 
They  see  me  every  evening.  I  took  good  care  of  Bridget  M'Grath  and  got  her 
15  dollars  a  month  and  got  her  to  service.  She  says  she  will  soon  remember  you. 
I  had  a  letter  from  William  McGorman,  and  we  are  very  glad  to  hear  he  is  com- 
ing here Provision  is  not  to  say  too  dear  here,  14  stone  of  flour  is  only  £1. 
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Beef,  7d.  a  pound  ;  butter,  35  cents,  j  eggs,  25  per  doz.  ;  but  clothes  are  very 

dear ,1  hope  I  will  see  you  in  Ireland  yet,  or  in  Winnipeg.     The  next  letter  I 

send  will  not  be  empty.     If  you  were  here  you  would  make  4  dollars  a  day  on 
wild  duck All  that  sailed  on  5th  May  arrived  here. 


From  Simeon  McNeila,  (late  of  Tallagh),  Lansing,  Mohair  Co„,  Minnesota,, 

To  John  Nolan,  Belmullet. 

.So  now  I  am  at  liberty  to  let  you  know  all  I  possibly  can,     This  is  a 

country  place  and  a  great  place  for  farmers.     The  farmers  gives  (sic)  from  £4  to 
£5  per  month  together  with  board  and  lodgings,  those  that  are  Working  on  the 
railroad  are  getting  6s.  3d.   per  day.     I  mean  working  on  the  repairs,  there  is 
not  any  new  roads  started  as  yet  about  this  place  till  the  1st  of  June,  we  had 
engineers  out  here  last  week,  and  the  (si-c)  blocked  out  100  miles  of  a  new  road, 
when  that  starts  the  wages  will  be  from  8s.  to  10s.  per  day.     Young  men  would 
do  well  in  this  country,  but  weak  families  can't  do  so  well.     But  it  is  far  better 
for  them  to  come  to  this  country  weak  or  strong,  or  (sic)  to  try  to  live  in  misery 
as  long  as  the  (sic)  live........ I  have  got  a  house  cheap  and  a  good  plot  of  land. 

Pat  Cawley  and  myself  is  renting  one  house, "we  live  out  in  the  country  six  miles 
from  the  nearest  town,  we  live  quite  (sic)  content  and  very  happy  that  we  came 
out.  May  the  Lord  bless  those  that  relieved  us  in  taking  us  out  of  poverty.  We 
work  together  on  the  repairs  of  the  railway  and  our  wages  per  day  is  Gs.  3d. 

These  letters  are  a  fair  sample  of  many  others ;  they  require  no 
comment,  they  speak  for  themselves ;  and  the  Committee  will  learn 
with  satisfaction  how  fully  their  own  anticipations  as  to  the  pro- 
bability of  the  success  of  the  people  have  been  realized. 

With  regard  to  the  disposal  of  the  holdings  which  have  been 
vacated  by  the  emigrants— a  question  of  vital  and  paramount  im- 
portance to  those  who  remain,  and  one  upon  which  the  permanent 
success  of  the  movement  depends — great  pains  have  been  taken  to 
ascertain  what  has  become  of  the  vacant  holdings;  and  1  accordingly 
beg  to  refer  the  Committee  to  the  returns  appended  to  this  report,, 
which  furnish  definite  particulars  as  to  eYery  holding  from  which 
families  were  assisted  to  emigrate  from  Belmullet  and  Newport 
districts. 

It  will  be  observed  that  of  293  holdings  vacated,  149  have  passed 
to  neighbouring  Tenants ;  106  have  reverted  to  the  Landlord, 
either  by  eviction*  or  by  possession  being  voluntarily  surrendered 
by  the  outgoing  Tenant ;  18  holdings  are  "  waste,"  the  emigrants 
not  having  given  up  possession,  and  the  Landlord  not  having  yet 
taken  the  necessary  legal  steps  to  obtain  the  same  ;  while  only  20 
have  been  purchased  by  new  Tenants. 

It  is  probable  that  the  majority  of  the  "  waste  ,?  holdings  and 
those  surrendered  to  or  acquired  by  the  Landlord,  will  eventually 
be  amalgamated  with  the  holdings  of  adjoining  well-to-do  Tenants, 
It  may  thus  be  assumed  that  in  273  out  of  293  cases,  the 
emigration  of  "  families  "  has  led  to  a  consolidation  of  the  holdings. 
These  figures  conclusively  prove  the  absolute  falsity  of  the  statements 
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which  have  been  made  to  the  effect  that  the  Emigration  Committees 
were  "  digging  fresh  graves  for  the  people." 

Although  the  work  of  emigration  has  been  carried  out  as  far  as 
time  would  permit,  it  must  be  remembered,  that  there  are  very  many- 
other  districts  in  the  West  of  Ireland  which  have  as  yet  derived 
little  benefit  from  State-assisted  emigration. 

In  conclusion  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  assistance  I  received  from 
Mr.  Richards,  Mr.  Oram,  and  a  very  efficient  staff,  while  I  am  much 
indebted  to  Mr.  H.  A.  Robinson,  L.Q-.L,  for  the  kind  advice  and 
assistance  he  was  always  ready  to  afford  me. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

KOBERT  RUTTLEDGE-FAIE. 
Belmullet,  Co.  Mayo, 

27th  June,  1883. 
To  the  Committee  of  Mr.  Tuke's  Fund. 
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SUMMARY    OF  DISPOSAL    OF  HOLDINGS    IN   BELMULLET 
AND    NEWPORT    DISTRICTS. 


S.T. — same  townland.     a.t. — adjoining  townland. 


BELMULLET    UNION, 


BELMULLET   E.L\ 


NAME. 


George  Coleman   Tallagh 

Edward  Sherin 

Prank  Fleming 

Pat  Murphy  

Anthony  Mills 

Bryant  Shenlane  

Mick  Caufield   

John  Toole 

Margaret  Jennings 

James  Meenaghan   

Pat  Ginnelly 

Pat  Monaghan 

Anthony  Lavelle  ...., 

Anthony  La velle  

Bridget  Geraghty 

Pat  Gaynard 

Prank  Cooney  , 

James  Caul    

Simon  McNeila    , ..... 

Pat  Cawley    

Anne  Gallagher    

Patrick  Moanghan ...... 


TOWNLAND. 


DISPOSAL  OF  HOLDING. 
Thomas  Doherty,  Landholder,  S.T, 
Given  to  Landlord. 
Taken  by  Daughter. 
Evicted. 
Evicted. 
Evicted. 

Given  to  Landlord, 
Given  to  Landlord, 
Given  to  Landlord. 
Given  to  Landlord. 
Given  to  Landlord. 
Given  to  Landlord. 
Given  to  Landlord. 
Given  to  Landlord. 
Given  to  Landlord. 
To  Richard  Gaynard,  Son. 
Given  to  Landlord. 
Ned  0  Boyle,  New  Tenant, 
Given  to  Landlord. 
Given  to  Landlord. 
Waste  Land. 


O'Donohoe,  Landholder,  S.T. 

Given  to  Father-in-Law. 
Dommiek  Duggan   Morahan Pat  Reilly,  Landholder,  S.T. 


Denis  Ginnelly 

Prank  Logher Aughaghassen. 

Hugh  Monaghan ,, 

JohnO'Malley 

Thos.  Reilly 

William  Belle „ 

Thos.  Davis „ 

Pat  Coyle    ,, 

Catherine  "Reilly ,, 

Mick  Lavelle „ 

James  Coyle  ,, 

James  Murphy ,, 

Pat  Barrett    ,, 

Peter  Barrett.. ,, 

Pat  Loftus ,, 

Mick  Murray ,, 

John  Tougher    ,, 

James  Dinnery     Ballyglass 

MaryWelshe ,,         

Pat  Dunleavy  Knockshambo. 

Pat  Sullivan .,         ....... 


Possession  gfven  to  Landlord. 
Frank  Dixon,  Landholder,  S.T. 
Waste  Land. 
Given  to  Landlord. 
Given  to  Landlord. 
Peter  Hart,  Landholder,  S.T. 
William  Mnrphy,  New  Tenant. 
Anthony  Coyle,  Landholder,  S.T. 
Given  to  Landlord. 
Anthony  Lavelle,  Landholder, S.T. 
Anthony  Coyle,  Landholder,  S.T. 
David  Lavelle,  Landholder,  S.T. 
John    Cormick,    Landholder,   S.T. 
Pat  Barrett,  Landholder,  S.T. 
Frank  Dixon,  Landholder,  S.T. 
Frank  Dixon,  Landholder,  S.T. 
Given  to  Landlord. 
Possession  given  to  Landlord. 
Possession  given  to  Landlord. 
John  Monaghan,  Landholder,  S.T. 
John  Sullivan,  Landholder,  S.T. 
William  Gallagher  Toorgl&ss Anth.  Murphy,  Landholder,  S.T« 


Anthony  Duggan 

Michael  Gaughan    ,, 

Henry  Gaughan    ,, 

Thos.  Rowan „ 

John  Tighe „ 

John  MeEwan ,, 

Ned  Carey Corclough... 

John  Keane „ 

Peter  Murphy „ 

John  Roach   „ 

Edward  Buttler Belmullet ... 

James  Buttler „         v. 

Bridget  Dixon  ,, 

William  Hopkins Atchecunaun 


Possession  given  to  Landlord. 
John  Gaughan,  Landholder,  S.T. 
Fred  Carey,  Landholder,  S.T. 
Fred  Sheridan,  Landholder,  S.T. 
Given  to  Landlord. 
Ned  Gilbons,  Landholder,  S.T. 
Honor  Tighe,  Landholder,  A.T. 
Pat  Tighe,  Landholder,  A.T. 
James  Gibbons,  New  Tenant. 
Patrick  Gibbons,  New  Tenant. 
Given  to  Landlord. 
Michael  Manning,  Landholder, S.T 
Mr.  Rotchford,  Landholder,  S.T. 
McNulty,  Landlord. 
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NORTH  AND  SOUTH  BINGHAMSTOWN  E.D. 

NAME.  TOWNLAND.  DISPOSAL  OF  HOLDING. 

Julia  Madden  Ardmore Possession  given  to  Landlord. 

Mick  Kearns    ,,         Possession  given  to  Landlord. 

John  Padden ,,         Possession  given  to  Landlord. 

Mary  Kearns .  „         Possession  given  to  Landlord. 

Thomas  Barry  „         Pat  Lynch,  Landholder,  S.T. 

Bridget  Coloran    „         Wm.  Monaghan,  Landholder,  S.T. 

Julia  Geraghty „ John  O'Boyle,  Landholder,  S.T. 

John  Tougher   „         Possession  given  to  Landlord. 

PaT&aughan  } • »        "' Martin  Loughen,  Landholder,  S.T. 

Michael  Costello  Came John  Costello,  Landholder  S.T. 

Mary  Oafferty  „     Anth.  Heraghty,  Landholder,  S.T, 

Martin  Murray     , „     Waste  Land. 

John  Barrett „ Waste  Land. 

Sarah  Monaghan ,,     Possession  given  to  Landlord. 

Anthony  Monaghan ,,     Owen  McDonnell,  Landholder,  A.  T. 

Edward  Geraghty    Corroughhoy  J.  Lavelle,  Landholder,  S.T. 

James  Gilboy    Gladdery Evicted. 

Charles  Dunleavy    Emily  Beg  Evicted. 

John  Gilboy ,,  Evicted. 

Mary  McHale  Tarmon Possession  given  to  Landlord. 

Jack  Keane .*. „       Possession  given  to  Landlord. 

John  Lavelle „ Possession  given  to  Landlord. 

John  Philips ,, ..  .  Possession  given  to  Landlord. 

Pat  Barrett    Elly.  B. To  Anthony  Reilly,  New  Tenant. 

Pat  Barrett,  Anth „  John  Barrett,  Landholder,  S.T 

David  McGorman    ,,  Anth.  Geraghty,  Landholder,  A.T. 

John  Gallagher Cross Anthony  Rowan,  Landholder,  S.T. 

Edward  Gaughan „ Patrick  Geraghty, Landholder, S.T. 

Anthony  Ginnelly    ,,     Patrick  Geraghty, Landholder,  S.T. 

James  Wilson    ,,     James  Wilson,  Landholder,  S.T. 

Anthony  Kennedy  ,, Martin  Kennedy,  Landholder, S.T. 

Domnick  Gallagher ,,     Tom  Barret,  Landholder,  A.T. 

John  Stephens    Inishkea  John  Lavelle,  Landholder,  S.T. 

James  Barrett  „ Martin  Walshe,  Landholder,  S.T. 

John  Barrett ,,         ., Waste  Land. 

John  Meenaghan ,, Waste  Land. 

Alice  Duggan    Barnagh    Possession  given  to  Landlord. 

James  Manning ,,  Possession  given  to  Landlord. 

Pat  Lynche    ,,  Possession  given  to  Landlord. 

Owen  Lavelle    Fallmore ..  Michael  Lavelle,  Landholder,  S.T, 

Pat  Lavelle     Devlane  J.  Gaughan,  Landholder,  S.T. 

Mick  Gilboy  Innishgloria   Waste  Land. 

Anthony  Gaughan    .     ,,         Waste  Land. 

Pete,- and  Then™  Lavelle     Bitewn  Nerth {  £°;  |  %^%£>*£& 

Pat  Barrett „  Possession  given  to  Landlord. 

Mick  Barrett ,,  Evicted. 

Pat  Dixon ,,  Evicted. 

Thomas  Geraghty    Mullagheoe  ..  , Evicted. 

Anne  Geraghty Drum William  Lough er,  Landholder,  S.T. 

Charles  Keane Monroughery Connor  Keane,  Landholder,  S.T. 

Winifred  Connor ,, Waste  Land. 

MickO'Boylehy }    Aughadoon Wm-  ^velle,  Landholder,  S.T. 

Thomas  Ruddy Clooneen  Evicted 

David  Donohoe ,,  Evicted. 

SeTwk    }  *™ 

John  Monaghan   Corclough Alick  McDonnell, Landholder, S.T 


GLENCASTLE   E.D. 

John  McCabe   Bunawillan     Evicted. 

Ned  Barrett  „  Evicted. 

John  McAndrew „  Given  by  Landlord  to 

John  Gaughan,  New  Tenant. 

Richard  Gaughan     ,,  ...  t*..    Evicted. 

John  Carey    „  Evicted. 

Laurence  Doocy ,,  Waste  Land. 

Peter  McAndrew Glencastle    Evicted. 

John  Mullowny „  ...........  Evicted. 
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GLENCASTLE  E.D.— Continued. 

NAME.  TOWNLAND.  DISPOSAL  OF   HOLDING. 

Patrick  Cafferky Muingmore Anth.  Lenaghan,  Landholder. 

Patrick  J.  Reilly „  Ante.  Lenaghan,  Landholder. 

Domnick  Barrett Alt Richard  Barrett,  S.T. 

John  Gaughan  Shragh  James  Gaughan,  Landholder,  S.T. 

Thomas  Mclntyre   „       James  Mullowny,  New  Tenant. 

Thomas  Bourke ,       Evicted. 

Manns  Cooney , Evicted. 

Mary  Lally    „ Waste  Land. 

Pat  Mills    „       Waste  Land. 

Peter  Gaughan ,,       Given  by  Landlord  to  Pat 

Gaughan,  Landholder,  S.T. 

Michael  McGrath    „       ...., Henry  Carty,  New  Tenant. 

Anthony  Barrett „ Evicted. 

Anthony  Bourke ,, Evicted. 

Pat  Hart ..  Bunahouna Evicted. 

Bridget  Barrett „  Evicted. 

Mary  Deane  „  Waste  Land. 

Patrick  M'Manmon „  Evicted. 

Ned  Gaughan Derrycorrib Miek  Carolin,  Landholder,  S.T. 

Stephen  Loughney „  Landlord    gave    Land    to   Anth. 

David,  Landholder,  S.T. 

Bridget  Barrett    ,, 

Pat  Barrett Evicted. 

Cath.  Gaughan Pat  Dixon,  New  Tenant. 

RATH-HILL,    E.D. 

Michael  Padden  Doolough Possession  given  to  Landlord. 

Mary  Divers ,, Possession  given  to  Landlord. 

Michael  Crane „        Henry  Barrett,  Landholder,  S.T. 

James  Jordan    ,,         Frank  M'Namara,  Landhldr.,  S.T. 

John  Gaughan , Peter  O'Mally,  Landholder,  S.T. 

Anne  MTntye „         *.  Possession  given  to  Landlord. 

Mary  Jordan „         Peter  O'Mally,  Landholder,  S.T. 

John  Gaughan „         Martin  Henaghan,  Landhldr.,  S.T: 

John  Osgrave  „         Pat  Cosgrave,  Landholder,  S.T. 

Philip  Heveran „         Possession  given  to  Landlord. 

Terry  Sheerm    Roy   Pat  Calvey,  Landholder,  A.  T. 

Myles  Lally  „      Carter Pat  Coyle,  Landho  der,  S.T. 

Cath.  M'Guire Geesala     Evicted. 

Anthony  Keane   Dooyork Michael  Gruddy,  Landholder,  S.T. 

Pat  Mangan    „         ..Evicted. 

Richard  Barret „         :..  Pat  Coyle,  Landholder,  S.T. 

Michael  Sweeny   ,        Pat  Gallagher,  Roy,  A.T. 

Ellen  Welshe „        Evicted. 

KNOCKNALOWER,    E.D. 

Domnick  M'Intyre Inver Given  by  Landlord   to    Anthony 

Monaghan,  Landholder,  S.T. 

NedLavelle  „         Thos.  M'Grath,  Landholder,  S.T. 

Thomas  Noon    ,,         John  Noon,  Landholder,  S.T. 

John  Cuffe  (A) ,,         Given  by  Landlord  to  Pat  Cuffe, 

Landholder,  S.T.     . 

John  Cuffe ,,         Anth.  Noon,  Landholder,  S.T. 

Peter  Murray    Glengad  Anthony   O'Donnell,  Landholder, 

S.T. 

Bridget  King Knocknalower    Ejected. 

Margaret  Coyle Gortmellia  In  Landlord's  possession. 

Mary  Cafferty  „  ...  Pat  Caff erty,  Landholder,  S.T. 

Anthony  Curley   ,,  In  Landlord's  possession. 

Martin  Boy  Ian  Burnaculla  Martin  Boylan,  Landholder,  A.  T. 

Margaret  Davite ,,  Domnic    Monaghan,    Landholder, 

S.T. 

Michael  Mills    „  Mich.  M'Donnell,  Landholder,  A. T. 

Ned  Munnelly Gortbrack Terence  Cormick, Landholder,  S.T. 

Thomas  M'Guire , John  Dooey,  Landholder,  S.T. 

Michael  Monaghan ,,         Ned M'Donough, Landholder, Inver. 

Mick  M'Donough    ,,         Anth.  Noon,  Landholder,  Inver. 

Michael  McLane Aughoose Terence  Sheern,  Landholder,  S.T. 

John  McGarry ,,        Anth.  McGarry,  Landholder,  S.T. 


fs  Q 
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MUINGS,    E.D. 

NAME.  TOWNLAND.  DISPOSAL  OF   HOLDING. 

Pat  Lavelle Muings      Mary  Dougherty,  S..T 

Thomas  Narey ,,         Waste  Land. 

John  O'Hara Runashunnagh    Anth.  Filhin,  S.T. 

Michael  Cafferty „,  In  Landlord's  Hands, 


MUINGNABOE,   E.D. 

Martin  Bourke Rosport    Evicted.. 

James  McDonnell   „         Evicted. 

Patrick  Brogan ,, Evicted. 

John  Gallagher „         Evicted. 

John  Hogan  ,,         Evicted. 

Owen  Mullowney. „ Evicted. 

Anne  Corduff' „ John  M'Grath,  Landholder,  S.T. 

John  Flannery Portulin  Thos.  M 'Andrew, Landholder, S.T. 

Peter  M' Andrew „  Pat  M'Donnelle,  Landholder,  S.T. 

Pat  Burke ...., Muingnabo Pat  Tighe,  Landholder,  S.T. 


KNOCKADAFF,  E.D. 

Pat  Garvin..,. Cairo wnaghough   ...  Pat  Mullowyn,  Landholder,  S.T". 

Walter  J.  Bourke-. Curranboy   Landlord. 

JamesHogan „ Dommdck  Deane, New  Tenant. 

Denis  Curley „        Pat  Geaghty,,  Landholder,  S.T. 

William  Judge , ...  ,,         Anth.  Gannon,  Landholder,  S.T. 

Michael  Cox ,,  >      Peter  M' Andrew,  Landholder, S.T". 

Anthony  Monaghan Kilgalligan Pat  Geraghty,  Lndhldr.  Curranboy., 


BAROOSKY,  E.D. 

Pat  McDonnelle Bunalty . .  John  McDonnelle,  New  Tenant., 

JuliaCoyle Clenarevagh    Surrendered  to  Landlord.. 

Thomas  Moran Shanaploye Michael  Moran,  Landholder,  S.T. 

John  Ruddy Lenerevagh Pat  Doherty,  Landholder,  S.T. 

Honor  Doherty ...  Poolboy ... Thomas  Doherty,  Landholder, S-T. 


GLENAMOY,   E.D. 

Pat  Deane Muinginaune  Held  by  Wife* 

PatDeane  Glenamoy Evicted. 

Patrick  Rowan Bally-GaJly,  South...  Terry  Rorvan,  Landholder,  S.T* 


GOOLAMORE,   E.D. 
James  Mclntyre Tristia  ... Thos..  Donoughoe,  Landhldr..  S.Ta 

BANGOR,   E.D. 
Patrick  Sweeney Atliwalla —  Rev.  J.  Durcan,  P.P.,  S.T. 


NEWPORT  UNION. 

CONAUN,  E.D. 

John  Cathigan ;  Galnahardia    Possession  given  to  Landlord. 

John  Cooney Tonragee Michael  Coon ey,  Landholder,  S.T., 

Harry  Joyce ,,  Mich.  M'Guinty,  Landholder,  S.T. 

Maud  Joyce  ,,  Pat  Currigan,  Landholder,  S.T. 

Mary  Gallagher    Knocknamoona Possession  given  to  Landlord. 

Julia  Cattagan ,,  Frank  Sweeny,  Landholder,  S.T. 

John  Lavelle „  Rev.  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  Landholder,, 

S.T. 


' 
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NEWPORT  UNION— CONAUN,   ED.- Continued. 


NAME. 

Pat  Masterson 

Maria  Heaveran  ,,         — 

Mary  Cattigan „ 

James  Lyncheron „ 

Bridget  Masterson „ 

Pat  Caine Polraimy,  S. 

James  Gallagher  ,, 

Prank  Sweeny „ 


TOWNLAND.  DISPOSAL  OF  HOLDING. 

Mewillan Waste  Land.  c 

,,         Waste  Land. 

,,         Owen  Gallagher,  Landholder,  S.T. 

„         Frank  Sweeny,  Landholder,  S.T.. 

Peter  Gallagher,  Landholder,  S.T, 

Landholder,  S.T. 

James  Gallagher,  Landholder,  S.T* 

J.  Dixon,  New  Tenant. 


DOOEGA,  E.D. 


Denis  Gallagher   Meelan... 

Michael  McGuinty ,, 

Mick  Kerrigan Draheens 

Catherine  McNeila Dereen  ... 

Thomas  Corrigan „ 

Pat  McLoughlin ,, 

Michael  Masterson Dooega... 

Mary  Kilbane  ,, 

Michael  Lavelle    „ 

Ellen  Cleary ,, 

Michael  Doogan   Gowlaun 

Anthony  Ginnelly Dooega... 


ACHILL,  E.D. 


Pat  Gallagher Cashell 

Michael  Cafferty ,, 

Mary  Gallagher    ,,, 

Martin  Campbell. Saula 


John  Cafferty,  Landholder,  S.T. 
Waste  Land. 

Michael  Kerrigan, Landholder, S.T. 
Hugh  Patten,  New  Tenant. 
Anias  Gallagher,  New  Tenant. 
Ned  Sheridan,  New  Tenant. 
Evicted. 

Bryan  Kilbane,  New  Tenant. 
Michael  Lavelle,  New  Tenant. 
Andrew  Mullry,  Landholder,  S.T, 
Michael  Kilbane,  New  Tenant. 
John  Doogan,  New  Tenant. 


Michael  Gallagher,  Lndhldr.,  S.T, 
John  Cafferty,  Landholder,  S.T. 
Michael  Gallagher,  Lndhldr.,  S.T. 
Edward  Gallagher,  Lndhldr.,  S.T. 


SLIEVEMORE,  EJ>. 

Bridget  Graven Keel  Michael  Ruddy,  Landholder,  S.T. 

John  Barrett Dooagh Anthony  Grady,  Landholder,  S.T. 


John  Lavelle 

Michael  Grealis Doogort    .... 

Owen  Grealis ,, 

John  Maugan ,, 

Martin  Gallagher Doonever..., 

Anthony  McGuinty    ..............        ,, 

Owen  Gallagher   ,, 

Mick  McGuinty , 

Catherine  Gallagher ,, 

Bridget  Mulloy „ 

Nancy  Lavelle Keel  

Bryan  Navin..... Innishbegle, 

Thomas  Navin „ 

Thomas  Donnelly „ 

Owen  Doran „ 

Mary  Murphy  Saula. 


Patrick  Lavelle,  Landholder,  S.T. 
Thomas  Staunton,  Landholder,  A.  T. 
Possession  given  to  Landlord. 
Possession  given  to  Landlord. 
Martin  O'Malley,  Landholder, S.T. 
Possession  given  to  Landlord. 
Pat  Carton,  Landholder,  S.T. 
Michael  Lavelle,  Landholder,  S.T. 
John  Gannon,  Landholder,  S.T. 
Waste  Land. 

John  Lavelle,  Landholder,  S.T. 
Michael  Grealis,  Landholder,  S.T*. 
Mary  Navin,  Landholder,  S.T. 
A.  O'Malley,  Landholder,  S.T. 
M.  Langham,  Landholder,  A.T. 
Owen  Murphy,   Landholder,  S.T, 


Bryan  McManmon Toneytonvally.........  Possession  given  to  Landlord 

Hugh  McLoughlin „ 


James  Doogan  ... 

Michael  English   

John  Coolichan 

James  Henne    

PatO'Boyle  

Grace  McMamnon . . 

Honor  Henne    

Bridget  McDonough 


Dominick  McLoughlin,  Landholder, 

S.T. 
Possession  given  to  Landlord. 
Possession  given  to  Landlord. 
Possession  given  to  Landlord. 
Possession  given  to  Landlord. 
Anthony  McMamnon,  New  Tenant 
Michael  McMamnon,  New  Tenant, 
Sibby  Henne,  Landholder,  S.T. 
Possession  given  to,  Landlord. 


NEWPORT   WEST,  E.D. 

Martin  Kelly  Rostruck   Possession  given  to  Landlord. 

John  Kelly    M  Possession  given  to  Landlord. 

Mick  Grehan     Derry cooldrin Possession  given  to  Landlord. 

Pat  Kerrigan    Corrowsallagh R.  V.  Stoney,  Landholder,  A.T. 

William  Chambers „ Bridget  Noble,  Landholder,  S.T. 

Mary  Welsh „  Pat  Gallagher,  Landholder,  S.T. 
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NEWPORT  WEST,  E.D.— Continued. 

NAME.  TOWNLAND,  DISPOSAL  OP  HOLDING. 

Dominick  Moran . Knockmanus  Michael  Moran,  Landholder,  S.T. 

William  Chambers Knoqkbrega Thomas  Q'Boyle,  Landholder,  S.T. 

Thomas  McLoughlin  Roskeen   ,.,....  John  Moran,  Landholder,  S.T, 

Margaret  Malley ,,  Newfield  Pat  Kain,  Landholder,  S.T. 

Thomas  Gravin Sandhill    Pat  McCann,  Landholder,  S.T. 

Dan  Conway Mobranny John  Moran,  Landholder,  S.T. 

John  Mulloy „  Neal  O'Donnell,  Landholder,  S.T. 

Thomas  Masterson ,,  Possession  given  to  Landlord. 

Mick  Farry    Murrevagh Michael  Goman,  Landholder,  S.T. 

Pat  Gorman  „  Pat  Carolan,  landholder,  S.T. 

Pat  Masterson  ,....,, ...  ,,  ,,  ..  Michael  Carolan,  Landholder,  S.T. 

Mick  Mulloy ,,,...  ,,  ,,,...  Possession  given  to  Landlord. 

Pat  Malley Rosgallive    ,,, ,.  Possession  given  to  Landlord. 

John  Garvey ,,  ,.  Possession  given  to  Landlord, 

Mick  Mulloy.., „  ...  Possession  given  to  Landlord. 

Miek  Kaine „         n Possession  given  to  Landlord* 


TO  THE   EIGHT  HON,  W.  B.  GLADSTONE,  M.P. 

FIRST  LORD   OF  THE   TREASURY. 


House  of  Commons, 

Westminster, 

July  25th,  1883. 

We,  the  undersigned  subscribers  to  "Mr.  Tuke's  Fund," 
desire  to  bring  under  the  notice  of  the  Government  the  necessity 
of  making  further  provision  for  relieving  the  congested  districts 
in  Ireland,  by  giving  continued  assistance  to  Family  Emigration. 
The  enclosed  Report  of  the  Committee  gives  much  information  as 
to  the  work  accomplished  during  the  present  year. 

The  Committee  of  "  Mr.  Tuke's  Fund  "  have  not  resources  at 
their  command,  sufficient  for  the  emigration  of  any  considerable 
number  of  families ;  while  they  are  convinced  that  very  many  will 
be  anxious  to  leave  next  year.  The  information  which  the  Com- 
mittee has  acquired,  satisfies  them  that,  in  many  districts,  no 
relief  can  be  afforded  to  the  population  other  than  removal  from 
the  holdings  which  they  occupy,  and  which  are  too  small  for  their 
support. 

Your  Memorialists  press  most  earnestly  upon  the  Government 
the  absolute  necessity  of  providing  for  a  further  appropriation  of 
money  to  aid  emigration,  upon  the  system,  and  with  the  safe- 
guards, which  have  been  in  operation  during  the  year :  either  by 
bringing  in  a  Bill  for  this  special  purpose,  or  by  the  introduction 
of  a  clause  into  the  Tramways  (Ireland)  Bill. 

Bedford,  President. 
W.  H.  Smith,  Chairman.     S.  Whitbread,  Y ice-Chairman. \ 
J.  Gurney  Barclay,  T.  Fowell  Buxton,  Henry  Cowper, 
W.  E.  Forster,  A.  Morley,  H.  S.  Northcote, 

A.  Pease,  W.  Eathbone,  Tavistock, 

J.  H.  Tuke, 

Sydney  Buxton,  H.  Hodgkin,  Hon.  Sees. 


Executive 
Committee. 
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G.  Armistead, 
E.  P.  Bruce, 
W.  Fowler, 

E.  Jardine, 
S.  Morley, 

F.  Pennington, 
F.  Seebohm, 

H.  Hussey  Vivian, 


John  Barran, 
Jas.  Cropper, 
Lewis  Fry, 
John  Lubbock, 
J.  Mulholland, 
David  Plunket, 
Samuel  Smith, 
John  Walter, 


A.  H.  Brown, 

Geo.  Cubitt, 
Alf.  Illing  worth, 
Hugh  Mason, 
Jos.  Pease, 
W.  P.  Portman, 
F.  P.  Thomasson, 
S.  Williamson. 
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(Copy  of  Letter  from  Bishop  Ireland.) 

St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  August  12th,  1883. 

Bear  Sir, 

Your  last  batch  of  emigrants  arrived  in  due  time  in  St. 
Paul,  and  are  now  earning  their  own  living.  All  your  emigrants  sent 
to  Minnesota  are,  without  a  single  exception,  doing  well.  Beyond  a 
little  trouble  given  after  their  arrival  they  are  no  burden  to  us.  Next 
Spring  Ave  will  be  ready  for  fresh  instalments  if  you  continue  in  the 
good  work.  I  will  furnish  you  lists  of  places  in  Minnesota  to  which 
families  may  be  sent. 

Rev.  James  Tudhey,  of- Lincoln,  111.,  would  gladly  next  Spring,  or 
sooner,  take  charge  of  10  or  15  families.  There  are  large  coal  mines 
in  his  district,  and  he  can  easily  find  work  for  the  emigrants.  Indeed 
he  is  anxious  to  have  you  send  him  some. 

A  few  poor  selections  made  by  the  Government  Emigration 
Agencies  have  brought  some  criticism  upon  "  Assisted  Emigration  "  in 
the  eyes  of  the  American  people. 

I  have  on  several  occasions  had  the  opportunity  to  give  to  the 
Press  my  opinions  of  your  work,  and  I  have  always — and  happily  with 
good  effect — asserted  that  the  "  Tuke  Emigrants"  were  in  all  cases 
selected  with  care,  and  are  by  their  industry  and  physical  strength  of 
great  value  to  our  country.  In  making  these  statements  I  spoke  the 
simple  truth.  Permit  me  to  congratulate  you  on  the  good  you  have 
done  to  so  many  poor  families. 

Very  respectfully, 

John  Ireland, 
James  Tuke,  Esq. 
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CANADA. 

From   D C ,    Maidstone  Cross,   Canada. 

July  5th,  1883. 

"  This  is  a  very  good  country  to  live  in,   there   is  any  amount   o£ 
work  for  labouring  men  and  for  girls  also  ;  we  are  both  working  steady 

on  one  job  since  we  started  at  one  dollar  and  J  per  day 

Ri chard  Lunn  is  getting  along  well,  he  says  he  will  go  to  the  States 
next  month,  and  I  am  sure  he  will  be  sorry  for  it  if  he  goes,  he  says  he 
can  get  work  for  his  boys  there  what  he  cannot  get  here  for  them,', 


From  M J ,  Trenton,  Ontario. 

June  10th,  1883. 

"We  have  a  very  good  house  and  my  brothers  and  Pat  are  getting 
along  nicely.  I  get  all  the  work  I  can  do  at  50  cents,  a  day  and  Father 
Walsh  gives  me  the  church  to  clean,  I  get  two  dollars  per  month  for 
that  and  I  can  do  that  in  half-a-day  every  week,  this  is  a  fine  country  no 

one   need  be  in  want   that    can  work." "I   hope  A. 

G.  was  as  lucky  as  I  was,  I'm  very  glad  I  came  here,  I  think  if  we 
get  our  health  we  will  be  all  right." 

A.  G.  writes  from  Pembroke,  Ontario,  to  say  that  she  and  her 
family  are  well  and  happy,  and  that  she  "  blesses  the  gentlemen  who 
sent  her  where  she  is." 


From  H M ,  Stratford,  Ontario. 

July  23rd,  1883. 

"  I  am  in  good  health,  and  working  every  day,  myself  and  Pat, 
I  am  very  glad  that  I  came  here.  This  is  a  good  place  for  anyone, 
one  that  will  keep  from  drink.  It  is  very  chape  here  I  could  get  a 
quart  of  whisky  for  a  shilling,  but  I  did  not  take  the  sekond  glas  since  I 
came  here  or  I  wont." 
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From  J—  S — — - ,  Thorn  Hill,   Ontario. 

July  2nd,   1883, 

"  We  are  happy  we  are  all  working  for  the  same  man  for  Sdols. 
per   month  each    3  of  us  and  board,   and  the  rest   of   the  family    live 

in  a  house  across  the  road This  is  a  good  country  we  like 

it  good  any  man  can  earn  money  in  it.  Tell  Jim  Cauley  he  can  earn 
lots  of  money,  any  young  man  that  can  plough  or  bind  can  get  25 
dollars  a  month  in  harvest  time  tell  the  rest  of  the  boys  this  .... 
Anthony  if  you  were  here  you  would  do  well  this  is  a  better  place  for 
young  men  than  America.  ....  Canada  is  a  great  place  if  all 
the  people  in  Ireland  would  come  here  there  would  be  lots  of  room  for 
them." 

From  A T ,  Peterborough,  Ontario. 

May  7th,  1883. 

"  I  was  only  twenty  minutes  at  the  hotel  before  I  was  engaged  on 
a  farm.  Wages  are  big  here ;  this  is  a  fine  country.  Spring  is  just 
commencing.  My  parents  have  got  a  house  here,  and  father  is  working 
on  the  railway." 

From  A k  M ,  Sherebrooke,  Canada. 

May  \Uh,  1883. 

"  We  were  not  in  Sherebrooke  ten  minutes  before  we  were  working. 
We  have  got   a  very  nice  place,  30dols.,    house    and   fire  free,   £Q  a 
month.      Ellen    and    Kate   were  hired    in  service  the  same  day,    <£2 
a  piece  and   there  boards  a  month,   and  sends  you  there  best  respects 
Mother  Antony  and  Pat  are  all  at  the  same  place  and  the  sisters  are 
about  a  mile  away  we  are  a  mile  out  of  town  they  are  very  nice  masters 
we  are  working  for.     If  We  had  have  know  what  sort  of  a  place  we 
were  coming  to  we  would  not  have  been  lonely   as  We  are  very  com- 
fortable and  Happy  out  here  everybody  here  lives  very  well  as  meat  is  so 
very  cheap  2^d.  a  pound  it  is  a  very  good  place  for  young  men  who  are 
willing    to    work    and    knows    anything    about    farming.     Antony  is 
working  at  plowing  and  sowing  oates  with  a  team  of  horses  and  Pat  is 
working   the    land.     .     .     .     .     .     Michel     Padden    made    a  foolish 

job  as  he  did  not  come  out  here  as  he  could  do  very  well,  if  a  man  told 
him  at  home  how  well  he  could  do  here  they  would  not  believe  them  and 
it  is  nothing  like  it  was  reported  at  home  as  a  man  has  all  the  liberty  he 
wants  there  is  heaps  of  work,  do  not  delay  this  letter  as  we  want  to 
hear  from  you  very  bad." 

From  P M'D ,  Cobury,  Canada. 

JulySth,  1883. 

"  I  am  out  with  a  farmer  in  the  country.  I  have  a  house  and  land 
for  myself  and  getting  on  well  thank  God.  .  .  I  have  some  potatoes 
sown  since   I    came  out  here.     .     .     I    would    be  very  proud  if  I  had 


J09 


T 0 out  here  with  me.  This  is  the  country  for  him.  My  pay  is 

30clols.    a  month    working  long  hours.     My    sister  Bridget  is  getting 
lOdols.  a  month." 

From  M- II ,  Corsley,  Canada. 

July  2<oth,  1883. 

"  We  are  all   in  good  health    at  present.     I  am  sending  you  the  £5 

for  M H ,  also   4s.  to  F D ,     The  boys  are  at  work  on 

the  Railway  still  at  ljdols.  a  day." 

From  M— —  L ,  Ontario,   Canada. 

May  Uth,   1883. 

"  I  mean  to  let  you  know  that  we  got  the  best  of  comedation  since 
we  parted  you.  We  took  day  and  night  going  by  train  from  where  we 
landed,   and  we  got  employment  as  soon  as  we  come — and  house — and 

me  and  M F is  just  getting  12dols.  a  month  each,  and  Owen 

is  getting  lOdols.  and  board  for  the  whole  family.  They  was  wanting 
us  only  to  settle  down  for  6  months  and  we  was  afeared  they  would 
give  us  the  fling  at  the  end  of  the  6  months.  So  we  settled  down  for 
a  twelve  month.  We  would  have  as  much  in  a  6  months  as  that  would 
fetch  us  in  any  place." 

From  M C ,   Toronto,   Canada. 

June  3rd,  1883. 

"  We  had  a  pleasant  voyage  across  the  Atlantic  and  the  school 
master  was  with  me  out ;  we  was  12  days  on  sea  and  it  did  not  concern 
me  a  bit  no  more  than  if  I  was  driving  in  turf  to  the  town.  I  was  two 
days  and  2  nights  training  from  Quebec  to  Toronto.  I  will  be  going  to 
work  tomorrow  driving  a  team.  £5  a  month  and  my  board  but  as  soon 
as  I  am  settled  I  will  write  again.     The  next  letter  I  hope  will  not  be 

as  empty  as  this  one.     I  am  working  with  a  boy  named  P Jf 

from  Errislanon  ye  need  not  be  a  bit  uneasy  about  me.  Good  bye  it  is 
a  fine  day.  I  mean  to  let  ye  know  that  we  were  treated  with  all  kind- 
ness and  such  a  nice  crew  that  we  had  a  board  I  suppose  never  crossed 
the  Atlantic." 

From  Airs,   T ,   Ontario,  Canada, 

July  29th,  1883. 

"  I  will  write  to  you  again  in  10  days  time  when  T is  paid  and 

send  you  something  but  it  cannot  be  much  this  time — but  after  that 
again  I  will  send  you  something  what  will  release  your  clothes.  How 
happy  Twill  be  when    you    come   out  here  and  my  dear  sister.     I  am 

sure  they  will  do  well   for  Harry  can  work  every  day  with  T and 

get  6s.  per  day.     .     .      .     T is  more  anxious   again  than  I   am  to 

send  you  some  money,  and  he  is  greatly  improved  he  takes  no  drink  to 
signify,  he  feels  so  delighted  at  you  and  Harry  coming  and  we  will  have 
a  nice  place  before  you  please  God," 


i:  iv 


8 

i'rom  P  C -,  Toronto,  Ontario. 

July  8th,  1883. 

"  I  am  working  in  a  bridge-factory  at  a  dollar  and  a-quarter  per 
day  that  is  five  shillings  of  your  money.  I  could  get  a  dollar  and  a-half 
or  more  at  other  works  but  that  work  would  not  last  long.  The  work 
I  am  at  at  present  is  a  steady  job  for  both  winter  and  summer  and  that 
is  what  I  want  and  I  am  to  get  a  rise  of  wages  this  month.  Mary  has 
got  a  very  good  place  in  a  jeweller's  shop  at  5  dollars  a  month  and  she  is 
to  get  a  rise  of  wages  next  month.  And  Annie  is  next  door  to  her  at  the 
same  wages.  .  .  .  Bridget  is  gone  to  an  old  couple  to  mind  the  house  for 
them  and  is  getting  3  dollars  a  month  from  them  and  her  support  and 
she  is  too  quite  near  us  I  may  say  next  door.  .  .  .  This  is  a  very 
fine  country  for  any  man  that  is  able  to  work  the  highest  wages  here  at 
present  is  a  dollar  and  a-half  per  day  that  is  6s.  per  day  but  lodgings  is 
dear  but  everything  else  is  cheap  in  it.  ...  I  could  get  lib.  of  beef 
for  3d.  here  that  I'd  pay  Is.  for  in  Belmullet  ...  in  a  word  I  may 
tell  you  honestly  I  could  buy  more  provisions  here  for  one  shilling  than 
I  could  in  Ireland  for  two  shillings.  If  you  give  me  a  present  of  a 
house  and  farm  in  Tip  I  would  not  go  back  to  it.  I  have  only  10  hours 
a-day  to  work  here,  when  that  is  done  I  can  go  walk  through  the  city.  I 
could  not  describe  it  to  you  its  more  like  a  Paradise,  the  very  smell  of 
the  trees  growing  all  along  the  footpaths  here  would  do  you  good. 
The  last  letter  I  wrote  you  I  did  not  like  it.  The  boy  that  wrote  it  did 
not  put  in  half  what  I  wanted  to  say  but  this  one  will  satisfy  you 
better.     ..." 

From ,  Lindsay,  Ontario. 

July  16th,  1883. 

"  This  is  a  good  country  among  good  nabors  .  .  .  Thank  God 
that  we  left  poverty  and  I  wish  ye  did  the  same  .  .  .  Dont  bleve 
storys  as  they  say  at  home  Every  one  can  go  where  the  like  There  is 
no  stopige." 

From  D —  B ,  Chatham,  Ontario. 

July  5th,  1883. 

"  We   hafend  to  a  bad  City  in  the  line  of   Work    and    Wages  a 
tradesman  or  labourer  is  not  getting  more  than  from  five  to  six  shillings 
a    day.     .     .     .     .     .     I   mean  to  let  you  know  that  I  got    a    job 

myself  in  a  Blacksmith's  jobbing  shop  at   Seaven  and  Sixpence  a  day 

But  must  work  your  ten  hours  very  hard But  another 

point  is  that  provesons  are  not  quite  so  dear  as  in  the  other  Citys  you 
will  get  very  good  Beef  and  Mutton  at  four  pence  a  pound  tea  and 
shuger  is  very  much  the  same  price  as  it  is  in  Ireland  flour  Bread  much 
the  same     But  there  is  no  mistake  at  all     But  it  is  a  fine  helthey  and 

a  holesome  country But  to  let  you  know  that      We 

Would  Be  very  badly  off  onely  for  the  money  We  had  when  we 
Landed  for  there  was  no  one  to  say  here  is  a  meals  meat  to  you  until 
you  earn  it." 
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From  the  same. 

July  17  th,  1883. 

"  I  mean  to  let  you  know  the  first  Job  I  got  was  at  the  horse  showing 
and  got  6s  a  clay  and  i  am  sory  to  tell  you  that  we  were  sent  to  the 
very  worst  part  of  Canada  for  our  trade,  the  reasin  is  as  this,  the  roads 
is  all  sawdust  a  few  of  the  Gentry  keeps  a  few  fore  shoes  on  there 
horses  But  i  might  say  that  is  all  But  to  tell  you  the  trought  there  is 
more  horses  in  Chatam  and  about  it  than  there  is  in  the  most  part  of 
Canada  But  i  am  informed  that  in  the  Winter  time  if  there  was  a 
hundred  Smiths  in  the  town  that  they  would  not  be  able  to  keep  them 
Prepared  for  the  frost. 

"  But  I  mean  to  let  you  know  that  i  left  the  horse  showing  when  i 
got  the  chance  and  went  to  jobbing  i  got  onelly  7s.  6d.  a  Day  But  now 
is  getting  9  shillings  that  is  of  the  Irish  money  and  is  not  half  as  hard 
worked  as  i  was  at  the  old  Game  horse  shoeing.  I  like  the  Job  very 
well  But  came  very  strange  to  me  to   do  the   work  i  never  seen  done 

before John  is  getting  on  well  at  the  horse  shoeing  at 

6  Six  shillings  Per  day  that  is  36  shillings  a  week  he  works  just  10 
miles  from  "Whare  i  Work  But  he  comes  home  on  Saturday  night  and 
goes  to  his  Work  again  on  Monday  Morning  But  to  let  you  know 
about  the  country  as  fare  as  i  seen  of  it  it  is  a  fine  helthy  and  A  hole- 
some  country.  But  in  the  line  of  grocerys  the  are  very  near  just  as 
dear  as  the  are  in  Ireland  the  only  things  that  I  consider  cheap  is  flower 
and  meat  Beef  is  4  pence  per  lb.  But  very  good  flower  per  Stone  one 
shilling  and  Eight  pence  Eggs  a  dozen  six  pence  Butter  a  Pound  six 
pence    Potatoes  Preasantly  is  seaven  pence  per  Stone. " 

From  W K ,  Toronto,  Ontario. 

July  17  th,  1883. 

"This  is  a  very  good  place  for  boys  and  girls  and  we  have  a  house 
and  six  rooms.     All  the  Neabours  from  Tip  is  together." 

From  P M ,  Ottawa, 

June  2Qth,  1883, 

"  I  am  very  thankful  to  all  for  sending  me  out  of  poverty. 
If  you  could  come  out  here  you  cannot  get  a  better  place." 

From  M C ,  Winnipeg. 

July  15th,  1883. 

"Mary  is  doing  very  well  too.  We  have  very  good  health  and  we 
are  doing  first-class.     I  did  not  lose  half  a  day  since  I  came  here.     I  am 

earning  eight  and   nine  shillings  a  day. Tell  Mary 

McKinerly  that  I  am  doing  very  well,  and  that  she  would  not  know 
Mary  Curley  if  she  seen  her 

"  Tell  Mary  McKinerly  that  if  she  were  here  that  she  would  make 
100  dols.  a  month  knitting.  Mike  Caulifield,  and  us,  and  all  the  people 
that  left  there  are  together.     We  have  a  nice  house." 
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1.  From  an  Agent  at  Hamilton,  Ontario,  11th  June. — 
'The  families  that  you  sent  out  previously  (this  year)  are  doing 
well.  Mr.  Hogan  rented  a  house  for  one  of  them,  and  I  obtained  em- 
ployment for'  him,  and  lent  him  my  carpenters'  tools  until  he  earns 
sufficient  to  buy  a  kit.  Another  of  the  families  I  gave  security  for 
the  rent  of  a  cottage,  and  they  are  doing  well.  .  .  .  .  There  is 
plenty  of  employment  here.  .At  the  present  time  I  have  applications 
for  over  one  thousand  (1,000)  hands,  and  I  cannot  supply  5  per  cent,  of 
them." 

2.  From  a  Government  Official  (Canada).  23rd  June. — "All  the 
Irish  immigrants  who  have  come  to  this  country,  and  who  have  been 
able  and  willing  to  work,  have  been  immediately  placed  ;  and  I  am 
happy  to  tell  you  that  I  think  the  great  bulk  of  them  are  doing  well." 

3.  From  a  Government  Official  (Canada).  20th  May. — "  You 
have  made  really  good,  selections,  and  the  healths,  appearance,  and 
good  conduct  of  the  people  are  all  that  could  be  desired.  Labour  is 
in  good  demand,  and  I  have  no  doubt  all  your  people  are  at  work." 

4.  From  another  Government  Official  (Canada).  SO  th  June. — 
"  With  very  few  exceptions  the  families  sent  out  by  your  Fund  and 
by  the  Unions  were  of  a  very  good  class,  and  their  conduct  here  was  all 
that  could  be  desired,  and  I  feel  confident  they  will  succeed." 

5.  From  an  Agent  a7id Correspondent  at  Cobourg,  Ontario.  10th  July. 
— "In  reference  to  the  families  you  sent  out,  they  are  all  doing  well,  and 
have  comfortable  living,  and  I  have  asked  several  and  they  say  they 
would  not  go  back  to  Ireland  to  live."  .  .  .  "I  have  placed  37 
families.  If  I  had  three  families  last  week,  I  could  have  placed  them 
about  twelve  miles  north  of  Oobourg,  but  now  it  is  getting  too  late. 
I  have  two  families  on  my  farm,  and  they  are  very  comfortable,  and 
several  others  only  a  few  miles  distant.  Gilibray  (?)  lives  in  my 
house.     .     .     . 

"  Domestic  servants  are  very  scarce,  and  good  girls  command  high 
wages.  I  would  like  to  get  about  30  for  private  families  in  Cobourg, 
and  Port  Hope,  and  Newcastle,  and  about  30  or  more  for  the  country. ' 

6.  From  a  friend  at  Coburg  Ontario.  June  lith,  1883. — "I  have 
provided  all  the  families  with  work  and  house  room,  and  have  hired 
out  all  the  girls  in  the  said  families,  and  they  all  seem  satisfied. " 

7.  A  gentleman  from  Peterborough,  Ontario,  is  now  in  England.  He 
says  that  the  Irishmen  of  Peterborough  have  built  an  emigrant  home 
especially  for  those  we  sent  out,  which  has  cost  them  over  £100. 
He  speaks  in  the  most  satisfactory  manner  of  some  of  the  families  the 
Committee  sent  out  last  year,  and  said  that  all  were  doing  well,  but  that 
last    ear's  emigrants  were  getting  rich 
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8  From  a  Correspondent  at  Guelph,  Ontario.  11th  July. — "The 
families  you  sent  to  Guelph  arrived  here  in  clue  time  and  in  good 
health,  and  on  arrival  were  looked  after  by  the  Rev.  Fathers  here,  a 
few  gentlemen,  and  myself.  They  have  all  got  work  that  are  old 
enough,  and  are  doing  well ;  the  children  are  going  to  the  R.  0. 
separate  school.  .  .  .  The  first  two  families  procured  work,  one  of 
them  the  following  day,  the  other  in  a  few  days.  He  had  a  family,  and 
I  believe  that  he  has  placed  the  children.  The  Hollerans  (a  third 
family)  obtained  work  the  day  following  their  arrival.  There  were 
several  young  people  (in  the  family),  male  and  female ;  they  have  all 
got  places. 

"  As  the  summer  is  passing  rapidly,  I  do  not  think  it  would  be 
prudent  to  send  more  this  year,  but  another  year  I  think  we  could  find 
work  for  a  few  families  more." 

9.  From  a  Correspondent  at  Stratford,  Ontario.  May. — "  The  four 
families  of  emigrants  you  sent  have  all  got  work,  two  with  farmers 
and  two  in  town.  About  six  or  eight  more  families  could  find  employ- 
ment." 


UNITED    STATES. 

•  From  K M ,  Ashley,  Lucerne  Co.,  Penn. 

22nd  July,  1883, 

"  I  mean  to  inform  ye   that  this   is   the   best  country  in  the  world, 
and  let  no  one  dispraise  this  country." 

From  T M (o/Feenish  Island),  Portland,  Maine. 

Jidy  lUh,  1883. 

"  I  'aint  sorry  for  leaving  Ireland,  and  if  I  got  Feenish  Island  free 
for  ever  I  would  not  go.  There  aint  a  month  but  we  would  have  £20  a 
month." 

From  P G ,  Clinton,  Mass. 

July  1st,  1883. 

"I  sen  my  blessing  and  love  to  ye  all,  and  thank  God  I  left 
Ireland  so,  and  my  blessing  on  the  men  that  sent  us  here." 

From  S — —  D ,   Siny.  Hampton. 

July  Gih,  1883. 

"We  are  now  settled  at  this  place,  have  a  good  house  rent  free  until 
winter.  Pat  (and  boy)  are  getting  a  dollar  a  day  between  them,  and 
Board  weeding  carrots.  We  were  well  used  on  the  voyage  and  agents  all 
the  way  through And  are  all  well  and  fat." 
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From  M—  0'— -,  Portland,  Maine. 

June  18th,  1883. 

"  I  am  very  glad  that  I  came  oufc  here,vand  I  am  very  sorry  I  did 
not  come  four  years  ago,  and  I  would  be  a  rich  man  now.  For  this 
is  the  best  country  in  the  world  for  a  man  and  woman  that  conducts 
themselves." 

From  II D ,  Montana  Territory. 

July  22nd,  1883. 

"  This  is  a  goode  country  for  any  man  able  to  work.  I  would  not 
be  able  to  make  £15  a  month  in  Bolmullet.  That  is  my  wages  now, 
but  you  must  work  for  it.  .  .  If  you  were  in  this  country  it 
is  here  you  would  get  the  shootin  to  do,  any  amount  of  all  shooting  of 
game  an'  amnales,  grouse,  partridgues,  Prairi  chickens,  turkeys,  bares, 
antelopes,  deer,  an'  prarie  dogs,  all  different  amnales. 

From  M B ,  South  Minneapolis,  Minnesota. 

June  23rd,  1883. 

"  This  is  a  good  contry  there  is  plenty  work  and  good  wages  I 
mean  to  let  you  know  that  that  this  is  a  splendid  country  for  any  per- 
son to  come  to  I  mean  to  let  you  know  that  I  started  to  work  the 
following  day  after  me  arriving  here  ....  dear  friend  I  mean 
to  let  you  know  that  I  can  sit  at  a  table  as  good  as  the  best  man  in 
Belmullet  thank  God  that  I  left  that  miserable  place.  I  mean  to  let 
you  know  that  I  had  good  friends  here  as  soon  as  we  came  to  the 
Deapot  Mary  and  Maggy  Dixon  were  before  us  and  brought  us  write 
away  to  the  house  whear  they  had  everything  fitting  for  us  and  for 
better  than  us." 

From  M B ,  St.  Paul,  Minnesota. 

June  20th,  1883. 

"  This  a  good  country  for  all  kind  of  men ;  lots  of  working  go  on 
in  St.  Paul.  Dear  sir,  lam  getting  £8  a  month;  John  is  gettin' a 
pound  a  week  ;  Uncle  is  getting  £7  month  to ;  and  is  son  is  getting 
£1  week." 

From  H K——,  Manchester,  IV.  Hamp, 

June  12  th. 

"  I  send  you  the  sum  of  £1.  I  am  not  sorry  since  I  came  for  I  am 
stopping  with  friends." 

From  M T ,  Providence,  R.I. 

June  26th. 

"You  need  not  be  uneasy  about  me  I  am  all  right  thank  God  but  keep 
yourself  well  dear  Mother  and  go  to  mass  clear  Mother  and  Father.  I 
must  tell  you  that  I  had  a  good  kind  aunt  before  me  here.      herself 
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and  her  daughter  Oelia  was  as  kind  to  me  as  a  sister.     Ye  must  not 

be  tired  thanking  them this  is  the  place  that  girls  must  mind 

themselves  and  change  themselves  for  the  better  when  they  come  here, 
it  is  a  very  good  place  for  girls.  I  wont  write  again  until  1  have  some- 
thing to  send  you." 

From  C G ,  Portland,-  Mass. 

July  llth. 

"  I  am  giving  you  a  form  for  £i  to  you  on  3  pound  of  them  to  my 
dear  mother.  .  I  am  working  in  the  city  Pat  is  working  20  miles  out 
from  Portland  and  P C working  with  him." 

From ,  Portland,  Mass., 

July  28th. 

11 1  am  sending  my  mother  £3  for  the  tea  .  .  I  am  glad  I  came 
here  I  am  not  sorry.  I  got  steady  work  since  the  day  after  I  landed. 
This  is  a  good  place  for  women.     I  am  working  in  the  paper  mill." 

From  M G ,  Biddeford,  Maine. 

July  llth. 

"  I  dont  want  ye  to  be  lonesome  after  Abby  and  me  for  we  are 
very  happy  living  in  the  one  house." 

From  M-—  and  B     ■    ■  M ,  Manchester,  N\  II. 

July  4cth. 

u  I  am  sending  you  the  sum  of  £4  which  I  am  glad  to  have  the 
gladness  to  send,  this  money  is  from  me  and  Martin.  We  like  the 
country  first  rate.  Bridget  is  having  a  fine  place.  She  is  living  out 
doing  house  work  and  quite  convenient  to  me  and  friends." 

From  M C ,  Lynn. 

June  LQth. 

"  Mary  is  sending  £2  and  Pat  and  me  £1  each  in  all  £i.  Pat 
bought  £i  worth  of  clothes  for  me  he  would  not  let  me  go  out  with  the 
ones  I  had  we  will  send  plenty  of  money  soon  let  ye  not  want  for  any 
thing.     I  am  working  since  I  was  2  days  in  the  place." 

From  N — —  C ,  Boston, 

June  \§th. 

"  We  send  you  the  sum  of  £6,  £3  from  myself  and  £3  from 
*  Michael." 

From  G L ,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 

July  20th,  1883. 

"  I  am  with  a  lady  who  is  as  kind  to  me  as  a  mother,  and  Katie  is 
with  another  Catholic  family." 


*  Sent  out  lafct  year  by  the  Committee,  and  has  sent  home  £13  since  he  left. 
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From  M McL Cleveland,   Ohio 

July  7  th,  1883. 
"  I  hope  you  won't  be  lonesome  after  me  for  I  feel  as  if  I  was  at 
home,  for  I  see  more  of  my  friends  here  than  at  home." 

From,  J M- Cleveland,   Ohio. 

"23rd;}  1883. 

"I  am  at  a  good  nice  Job  at  a  very  good  Irishman,  minding  a 
horse  and  milking  a  cow  and  attending  in  a  fruit  garden  and  has  very 
nice  times  eaery  than  ever  I  had  in  Ireland  and  getting  good  pay.  I 
am  4  miles  from  John's  house. 

"I  gett  off  on  Sunday  and  comes  into  John's  house  every  Sunday 
and  I  can  see  Mary  and  Kate  to  every  Sunday.  This  is  the  best 
country  in  the  world  dear  Father  for  anybody  that  minds  himself  in  it 

can  earn  plenty  of  money  if  the  like    themself I  am 

happy  as  the  day  is  long  hear.     I  have  the  finest  times  in  the  world." 

From  D M -,   Cleveland,   Ohio. 

May  2nd,   1883. 
"I  want  ye  to  stop  at  home  this  Summer,  because  we  can  earn  as 
much  money  in  a  few  weeks  as  you  can  earn  all  summer  in  England.' 

From  H B ,   Cleveland,  Ohio. 

July  2Uh,   1883. 
"It  is  very  easy  work  for  we  don't  be  half  the  time  working     all 
the  work  I  do  some  days  I  could  do  it  in  one  hour.     .     .     .     Seven 
shillings  per  day  we  are  getting,  and  we  will  have  a  long  job." 

From  M C ,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

June  28th,  1883. 
"  The  night  we  landed  in  Cleveland  when  we  came  to  Martin's 
house  Bridget  and  Hugh  did  not  know  what  to  say  when  they  saw 
us.  We  did  not  sleep  any  for  two  nights,  but  dancing  and  playing  and 
everyone  coming  to  see  us  you  would  not  know  B.  C,  she  is 
so  big  and   stout     She  hase  a  nice  house  and  is  well  off.       Rocking  hir 


self  every  day  in  (her  rocking  chare." 


From  a  Correspondent  at  Suffolk,  Virginia.  30th  April. — "  I 
have  observed  with  pleasure  a  little  colony  sent  to  Mr.  G.  W.  Bunting 
through  your  instrumentality,  all  of  whom  have  been  provided  with 
comfortable  homes." 

From  a  Manufacturer  in  Rhode  Island.  12th  July. — "The  three 
families  you  sent  us  arrived  in  good  order.  They  seem  to  be  very  nice 
families  and  will  make  us  good  help.  They  have  all  got  good  tene- 
ments, and  most  of  them  [i.e.,  including  children]  are  at  work  and 
doing  well." 


" 
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From   a  Friend  in  Richmond,  Indiana.      15th  May. — "The  Irish 
families  are  now  comfortably  settled.     The  oldest   ones  have    found 
employment  and  the  children  are  at  school.     All  seem  satisfied,  with 
the  exception  of  the  loneliness  of  the  older  ones,  which  will  probably 
soon  pass  away." 

From  a  Correspondent  at  Richmond,  Ind.  19th  June. — "  Father 
McMullen  informs  me  that  all  of  the  emigrants  have  obtained  em- 
ployment, and  barring  a  little  lack  of  industry  in  some  of  them 
promise    well." 

From  Mr. ,  P.  L.  G.,  Clifden. 

August  9th,  1883. 
"  To  J.  H.  Tuke.  The  enclosed  letters  were  received  by  me  from 
emigrants  sent  out  by  your  Committee.  Though  (last  year)  I  opposed 
successfully  the  grant  of  £2,000  from  this  bankrupt  Union,  I  must  say 
that  you  have  done  more  to  relieve  the  people  of  this  district  than  all 
the  E-elief  Committees  established  since  I  was   able  to  form  an  opinion 

on  this  matter.     The  earnings  of  J (sent  out  last  year)  and  all  his 

family  in  this  country  did  not  amount  to  10s.  per  week,  just  one  half 
what  they  now  receive  daily  in  America.  The  letters  speak  for  them- 
selves, and  are  equally  pleasing  to  me,  as  I  interested  myself  to  have 
them  emigrated.  ...  I  could  send  you  a  lot  more  letters,  though 
for  some  reason  the  parties  that  have  received  them  do  not  care  to  part 
with  them.  If  I  thought  that  you  would  care  to  get  them — they  all 
speak  well  of  the  land  of  their  adoption,  and  thank  you  for  having  sent 
them." 


Extracts  from  Letters  from  Emigrants   sent  out  by  the 
Committee    in    1882. 

From  Mrs.  J ,  wife  of  P J ,  Pittsburgh,,  Pa. 

March  15th,   1883. 

"  We  are  in  good  health  thank  Cod  for  His  kind  mercy  to  us.  We 
are  doing  very  well  since  we  came  to  this  country.  The  two  boys  and  Pat 
is  working  steady  every  day  they  earn  one  pound  a;  day  between  the 
three   every   clay.     Oney  is  living  out  and  Mary  Anne  is  caring  Isaac's 

body.     M C should  help   his   people   well.     He  is  working 

steady.     A M is  doing  well  since  she  came  here.     You  would 

not  know  her  she  grew  so  tall.  We  are  quite  happy  since  we  came  to 
this  country.  We  are  glad  we  left  Clifden.  We  all  send  ye  our  blessin 
every  day  we  rise." 

From  P J . 

March  15th,  1883. 
"  I  wiU  never  forget  your  kindness  and  how  you  worked  to  get  us 
to  this  country.     You  knew  the  people  that  thought  to  keep  us  back 
and  you  worked  us  through,  it  is  a  good  thing  that  you  put  us  out  we 
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are  doing  so  well.  Pitesburgli  is  a  large  place  and  there  is  a  lot  of 
works  in  it.  There  is  bad  accounts  in  the  paper  about  Ireland.  Is 
there  many  coming  from  Clifden  on  the  next  Emigration  there  is 
plenty  place  in  America." 

From  A—  M . 

June  18th,  1883. 

"  I  have  a  grand  situation  here  and  I  have  nothing  to  do  but  to 
mind  2  children  I  am  getting  3  dols.  a  fortnight.  She  is  a  very  nice 
lady  I  am  with  She  is  a  protestant  woman  She  lets  me  to  mass — and 
I  like  her  very  much.  I  am  very  thankful  to  you  to  learn  me  my 
business — the  lady  I  am  with  she  says  wherever  I  was  that  I  know 
my  business.     I  don't  feel  a  bit  lonesome  here." 

From  T—  L ,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

May  21st,   1883. 

"I  wish  my  father  and  mother  and  friends  were  all  out  here,  This 
is  a  fine  country.  All.  the  children  and  myself  are  to  work.  Pat  is  at 
the  plumbing  trade  Maria  and  Delia  at  Tailor's  trade — so  that  in  a 
short  time  we  will  be  all  right  we  will  have  a  property  of  our  own 
please  God  !  This  is  the  country  that  every  man  is  a  gentleman  and 
every  woman  a  lady  if  they  conduct  themselves." 

From  T F ,  Lucan,  Canada. 

May  23rd,  1883. 

"  We  arrived  in  Quebec  on  the  18th  May  and  were  shifted  off  the 
same  evening  for  Toronto  and  were  a  day  and  a  night  there  and  we  were 
getting  work  on  the  21st  of  May  out  six  miles  from  the  city  when  we 
got  a  dispatch  from  Lucan  and  when  we  came  there  we  got  to  hire 
with  a  farmer  for  15  dollars  a  month.  All  the  people  that  came  out  here 
too  are  hired  with  farmers  so  they  are  all  right — they  all  get  houses." 


Another  man  who  was  sent  out  last  year,  writing  home  in  January 
from  Canada,  says  :  "I  am  still  getting  work,  but  I  should  not  mind 
if  I  was  not  able  to  get  any  for  6  months  for  I  have  £50  put  by." 


TUKE    FUND, 

June,  1883. 
;    \From   the   "Boston  Daily  Advertiser"   Friday,   May  \lth,   1883. 

IEISH  IMMIGKAJSTTS. 

"ANOTHER  LOT  OF  ASSISTED   PASSENGERS  ARRIVE." 


"  The  much-expected  6  emptying  of  the  almshouses  of  Great 
Britain  upon  our  shores '  does  not  appear  to  have  begun  yet, 
and  neither  statute  law  nor  diplomacy  has  been  needed  to  be 
applied  to  assisted  immigrants.  The  steamship  Phoenician  of 
the  Allan  line  reached  its  dock  at  this  Port  yesterday,  bring- 
ing 821  steerage  passengers,  of  whom  415  had  been  '  assisted.' 
This  assistance,  as  was  explained  in  the  Advertiser  of  April  24, 
is  provided  in  Ireland,  partly  from  a  benevolent  fund  known  as 
the  c  Tuke  Fund,'  and  partly  from  the  treasury  of  the  British 
Government.  These  passengers  came  principally  from  the  west 
of  Ireland,  being  taken  on  board  at  ports  where  the  agents 
of  this  line  of  steamers  have  contracted  to  do  so.  The  customary 
strict  inspection  was  made  by  the  State  superintendent  of  alien 
passengers  or  his  deputy.  None  were  found  to  be  objectionable 
on  the  score  of  being  likely  to  become  subjects  of  public 
charity,  and  they  appeared  to  be  a  physically  sound  and 
healthy  lot  of  people,  quite  up  to  the  average  of  immigrants 
coming  hither  without  assistance.  Wherein  this  class  con- 
spicuously differs  from  the  general  run  of  immigrants  from 
Ireland  is  the  greater  portion  of  children  among  them.  Of  the 
415  assisted  passengers  of  the  Phoenician,  196  were  of  less 
than  15  years  of  age ;  and  of  the  415  there  were  92  destined 
to  different  points  in  this  State. 

u  The  ticket  which  is  given  in  Ireland  to  an  assisted  passen- 
ger conveys  him  to  his  ultimate  destination.  The  Montana 
bound  party,  for  example,  did  not  have  to  get  anything  more 
in  the  shape  of  a  ticket  or  the  like  when  they  reached  this 
port.  These  points  of  destination  are  not  invariably  a  matter 
of  option  on  the  part  of  the  assisted  passenger.  He  has  the 
option  of  remaining  at  home,  but  if  he  takes  passage  he  must 
go  to  a  point  where  the  agent  of  the  assisting  parties  has  infor- 
mation that  employment  can  be  found  on  arrival.  In  general  the 
desires  of  the  emigrant  can  be  met,  but  now  and  then  one  of 
the  voyagers  on  arriving  here  is  heard  to  express  preference 
for  some  other  destination  than  that  of  his  through  ticket. 
In  general  they  are  assisted  beyond  the  price  of  the  passage  by 
a  gift  outright  of  money  in  varying  sums  of  from  10  shillings 
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to  £12.  This  is  given  them  when  on  shipboard,  by  the  purser 
or  other  proper  officer  of  the  vessel.  The  ground  of  discrimi- 
nation does  not  clearly  appear  in  its  full  extent,  but  usually  the 
sum  bestowed  has  proportion  to  the  distance  to  be  travelled 
after  reaching  port  on  this  side,  and  to  the  size  of  the  family. 
It  is  probable  that  the  Transatlantic  agents  have  information 
in  some  cases  that  the  emigrating  person  or  family  has  some 
pecuniary  means,  and  for  that  reason  reduce  the  gift,  or,  as 
happens  in  a  few  instances,  withhold  it  altogether.  As  the 
immigrants  pass  through  the  gangway  of  the  vessel  here  to  the 
wharf  each  person  or  each  head  of  a  family  is  detained  by 
the  superintendent  of  alien  passengers  or  his  officer  long 
enough  to  ascertain  and  make  memoranda  of  the  name,  desti- 
nation and  other  particulars,  including  the  amount  of  money  in 
possession.  He  also  exercises  a  personal  judgment  in  the 
matter,  so  that  in  case  of  anything  appearing  to  raise  a  doubt 
in  his  mind  the  party  is  detained  till  the  general  mass  has  been 
catechized  and  passed  along,  when  these  peculiar  cases  are 
further  investigated  until  the  officer  is  quite  satisfied  that  all  is 
right. 

"  More  often  than  anything  else  the  circumstance  that 
attracts  the  officer's  attention  is  the  youthfulness,  and  so  the 
dependency  of  the  children  of  the  family.  The  subsequent 
scrutiny  is  directed  both  to  the  present  and  prospective  re- 
sources of  the  head  of  the  family.  So  far  it  has  turned  out  in 
nearly  all,  if  not  every  case,  that  the  party  has  a  reasonable 
sum  to  provide  for  the  ordinary  contingencies  of  the  journey, 
and  on  arrival  at  the  ultimate  point  will  be  met,  and  if 
necessary  assisted,  by  relatives  or  friends  there.  For  example, 
during  the  gangway  inspection  of  yesterday  the  officer's  attention 
was  arrested  by  the  general  appearance  of  the  family  of  John 
Tougher  and  wife,  each  of  whom  is  37  years  old.  Their 
children  ranged  in  years  thus — 15, 13,  11,  9,  7,  5,  and  1,  and  they 
had  besides  two  other  small  children  of  another  family  ticketed 
with  them.  While  they  had  not  the  appearance  of  '  forlorn 
creatures,'  there  was  that  in  the  youthfulness  of  most  of  the 
children  to  suggest  that  here  might  be  a  case  where,  in  the 
language  of  the  chief  magistrate,  they  might  '  immediately 
become  a  charge  upon  the  Commonwealth  for  support  as  to  them- 
selves and  their  family.'  They  were  waived  aside,  accordingly, 
and  later  subjected  to  more  particular  inquiry,  whereupon  it 
appeared  that  their  destination  was  Grosvenordale  in  Con- 
necticut ;  that  they  had  not  only  the  proper  ticket  but  a  liberal 
sum  of  money  for  possible  incidentals  of  the  journey,  and  that 
they  were  going  by  contract  or  agreement  made  in  Ireland  to 
Mr.  Briggs,  who  is  superintendent  of  the  Grosvenordale  Mill 
Corporation,  and  who  will  provide  employment  for  those  old 
enough  to  serve  as  mill  hands  on  arrival  there.  They  were 
accordingly  passed  along. 

"  Another  case  was  specially  inquired  into  which  had  its  pecu- 
liarity of  another  kind.  A  man  and  wife  each  of  23  years  were 
of  the  passengers  ticketed  for  Pittsburg,  Pa.  On  the  voyage, 
of  date  April  29,  a  son  and  heir  made  his  appearance.     The 
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mother  had  made  the  most  of  the  intervening  ten  days,  and  was 
now  walking  about  the  deck  carrying  her  babe  in  arms.  The 
husband  was  able-bodied,  wherein,  certainly,  he  did  not  differ 
from  the  wife,  and  although  the  three  dollars  which  had  been 
given  them  by  the  purser  was  what  might  be  called  a  pretty 
close  calculation,  it  was  deemed  sufficient,  with  the  Pittsburg 
passage  ticket,  to  make  the  venture  not  extra  hazardous  for 
the  Commonwealth,  and  this  party  was  also  passed  along. 
The  case  of  Mary  Cloney  was  subjected  to  some  investigation. 
She  appeared  on  deck  with  six  children,  and  stated  that  her 
husband  died  in  Ireland,  and  that  she  had  been  given  by  the 
purser  £3.  Mary  is  herself  50  years  old,  and  the  babes  range 
as  follows  :—  Joseph,  22  years ;  Ann,  20  ;  Mary,  18 ;  Bridget,  17 ; 
Festy,  16.  Upon  further  inquiry  it  appeared  that  another  son  is 
a  resident  of  the  Charlestown  District,  and  had  written  to  his 
mother,  telling  her  to  come  over  the  seas  and  bring  the  whole 
family  to  him.  The  sum  of  £3  was  ample  to  enable  the  party 
to  reach  Charlestown  by  the  Metropolitan  horse-cars,  and  it  is 
believed  that  the  republic  of  Massachusetts  will  suffer  no  detri- 
ment by  this  arrival,  as  all  appeared  well  and  strong.  Michael 
Murray  and  wife  with  six  children,  ranging  from  nine  years  to 
a  babe  in  arms,  and  ticketed  for  Montana,  was  subjected  to 
some  scrutiny,  but  as  they  all  appeared  to  be  in  good  health, 
had  a  through  ticket,  and  the  purser  had  given  them  sixty 
dollars  in  money,  they  were  not  sent  back  to  Ireland,  but  are 
now  far  on  the  way  towards  sundown.  In  fact,  nobody  was 
finally  rejected. 

"  So  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  no  person  of  the  five  different 
arrivals  of  assisted  passengers  reaching  this  port  since  April  3 
has  become  a  '  burden  to  the  State,'  though  all  have  paid  the 
head-money  of  half  a  dollar.  The  sum  total  of  this  head- 
money  is  held  as  a  fund  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States, 
with  due  credit  to  Massachusetts  on  the  books  to  offset  the 
liability  which  the  State  incurs.  If  any  of  these  passengers 
become  subjects  of  public  charity,  wherever  they  may  be,  this 
fund  is  liable  to  be  drawn  upon  to  maintain  them.  Whenever 
it  shall  be  exhausted,  if  it  so  happen,  the  treasury  of  Massa- 
chusetts will  be  liable,  but  the  State  may  at  any  time  relieve 
itself  of  the  burden  by  sending  the  pauper  back  to  Ireland. 
The  first  lot  of  assisted  passengers  coming  to  this  port 
arrived  in  the  Phoenician  on  her  previous  voyage,  April  3.  The 
arrival  of  yesterday  makes  the  fifth  lot.  The  following  table 
indicates  the  general  facts  of  this  immigration  t — 

Phoenician,    Nestorian,    Canadian,  Austrian,  Phoenician, 
April  3.        April  15.      April  28.       May  1.       May  10. 

Assisted  passengers  .. .  213  554  511  129  415 

Of  15  years  or  less    ...     85  248  224  49  196 

Prom  15  to  25  years...     68  165  130  49  101 

From  25  to  50 45  97  116  24  91 

Above  50years  18  34  41  7  27 

Males 123  267  270  66  205 

Females  90  287  241  63  210 

Families 44  81  76  17  64 
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"The  following  are  the  principal  ticketed  points  to  which 
these  immigrants  were  destined : — Providence,  R.  L,  Pittsburg 
and  Scranton,  Pa.,  Steubenville,  Cleveland  and  Hamilton,  Ohio, 
Lansing,  Mich.,  St.  Paul  and  several  other  places  in  Minnesota, 
in  Wisconsin  and  western  Wisconsin,  West  Virginia,  Indian- 
apolis, and  several  other  places  in  Indiana,  Chicago,  and 
other  places  in  Illinois,  western  New  York  and  Iowa.  The 
proportion  remaining  in  this  State  is,  with  the  exception  of 
the  Canadian,  not  large.  Of  the  Phoenician's  company  of  April 
3  but  99  persons  remained  here ;  of  those  by  the  Nestorian^  65  ; 
by  the  Canadian,  102 ;  by  the  Austrian,  21 ;  and  by  the 
Phoenician  now,  102." 


"  To  brand  the  assisted  emigrants  from  Ireland  as  paupers 
is  an  outrage.  No  doubt  they  are  very  poor,  but,  so  far  from 
being  paupers,  it  is  a  distinctive  quality  of  these  west  country 
peasants  that  they  hold  pauperism  in  utter  abhorrence.  As 
a  class,  they  prefer  the  utmost  extremity  of  destitution, 
and  even  the  grave  itself,  to  the  contamination  of  the  poor- 
house.  They  are  sturdy  and  willing  workers,  the  women  as 
well  as  the  men,  the  young  as  soon  as,  and  the  old  as  long  as, 

they  have  strength  to  labour To  call  the  movement  a 

deportation  is  a  misnomer,  for  that  word  conveys  the  idea  of 
enforced  exile." — Boston  Herald,  10th  May,  1883. 
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MR.    TUKE'S    FUND. 


MEMORANDUM 


BY 


MR.    HODGKIN    AND    CAPTAIN    RUTTLEDGE-FAIR, 


AS     TO    THBIK    RECENT     VISIT     TO 


CANADA 


TO   INQUIRE   INTO 


The   CONDITION  and  PROSPECTS  of  the  EMIGRANTS 
SENT  OUT  BY  THE  COMMITTEE. 


December  1883. 
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In  consequence  of  attacks,  which  have  lately  appeared 
in  some  of  the  Irish  papers,  directed  against  State-aided 
emigration,  and  more  especially  in  consequence  of  statements 
which  have  been  made  as  to  the  condition  and  prospects  of 
the  emigrants  who  have  already  gone  to  Canada,  it  was 
thought  advisable  to  send  the  following  Memorandum  to  -the 
Freeman's  Journal,  Irish  Times,  and  Dublin  Express.  It  is  now 
reprinted  for  the  information  of  subscribers  to  "  Mr.  Tuke's 
Fund." 

The  second  letter  from  Mr.  Hodgkin  was  written  in 
reply  to  a  leading  article  in  the  Freeman's  Journal,  asking 
how  the  Memorandum  could  be  thought  consistent  with 
unfavourable  reports  which  had  recently  been  received  as  to 
the  condition  of  certain  emigrants  in  Toronto. 

Sydney  C.  Buxton 
15,  Eaton  Place, 
December,  1883, 
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MEMORANDUM. 


Having  just  returned  from  our  visit  to  Canada  and  the  United 
States,  we  have  drawn  up  the  following  short  report,  with  special  reference 
to  the  emigrants  sent  to  the  Dominion. 

Of  the  5,100  persons  who  were  assisted  to  emigrate  this  year  through 
the  agency  of  the  committee  of  "Mr.  Tuke's  Fund,"  1,850  (or  about  one- 
third)  went  to  Canada,  and  the  remaining  two-thirds  to  the  United  States. 
With  very  few  exceptions,  those  going  to  the  States  went  to  join  their 
friends,  while  most  of  those  going  to  Canada  had  no  friends  in  the 
Dominion,  but  were  sent  with  the  approval  and  consigned  to  the  care  of 
the  Canadian  Government.  Of  these  1,850  Canadian  emigrants  about 
650  were  sent  in  small  batches  to  Roman  Catholic  priests  and  private 
gentlemen  in  different  parts  of  Canada,  who,  in  accordance  with  promises 
given  to  Father  Nugent  and  Mr.  Hodgkin  on  their  visit  to  Canada  last 
year,  most  kindly  received  them  and  attended  to  their  wants,  and  thus 
these  emigrants  had  the  great  advantage  of  a  welcome  from  their  co- 
religionists '  on  their  arrival  in  a  strange  country. 

The  remaining  1,200  Canadian  emigrants  were  taken  in  charge  of  and, 
placed  by  the  agents  of  the  Dominion  and  Ontario  Governments,  who 
discharged  their  work  with  great  care  and  consideration,  and  with 
satisfactory  results.  Many  of  the  emigrants  so  placed  were  also  looked 
after  on  arrival  at  their  final  destinations  by  the  clergy  of  the  place,  and 
in  some  cases  by  the  mayor ;  so  that  we  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that 
all  the  Canadian  emigrants  were  well  cared  for  in  one  way  or  another  on 
their  arrival ;  and,  indeed,  many  of  them  spoke  to  us  in  glowing  terms  of 
the  kindness  which  had  been  shewn  to  them. 

The  time  at  our  disposal  did  not  permit  of  our  visiting  all  the 
emigrants  sent  to  Canada,  but  our  personal  inquiries  extended  to  a  very 
considerable  proportion  of  them,  and  we  can  report  very  favourably  of  the 
great  majority  of  these.  It  is,  of  course,  not  to  be  supposed  that  all  were 
doing  equally  well,  or  that  out  of  so  large  a  number  there  were  not  some 
exceptions  to  the  rule.  We  found  that,  as  was  to  be  expected,  some 
emigrants  had  moved  into  the  States,  drawn  thither  in  search  of  their 
friends,  emigrants  of  former  years  ;  but  we  believe  that  in  most  cases  these 
families  were  not  benefited  by  crossing  the  border. 
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Most  of  the  Canadian  emigrants  went  to  Ontario ;  a  few  remained  in 
Lower  Canada,  while  but  200  persons  in  all  were  sent  to  Manitoba. 

As  regards  Manitoba: — Most  of  our  emigrants  found  work  and 
remained  at  Winnipeg,  and  were  there  earning  higher  wages  than  others 
elsewhere.  The  men  were  earning  seven  and  occasionally  eight  shillings  a 
day  ;  while  even  the  untrained  emigrant  girls  were  at  once  able  to  find 
places  as  domestic  servants  at  from  £3  to  £i  a  month  and  board.  It  is, 
therefore,  not  surprising  that  we  found  among  the  emigrants  who  had 
been  sent  to  the  so-called  "frozen  wastes  of  Manitoba"  the  greatest 
satisfaction  and  contentment  with  the  place,  greater  even  than  among  other 
Canadian  emigrants,  who,  though  doing  well,  were  not  earning  such  high 
wages.  Five  of  the  emigrant  families  whom  we  saw  at  Winnipeg  have 
already  purchased  houses  of  their  own.  In  two  cases,  emigrants  who  had 
only  been  booked  by  us  to  Toronto,  borrowed  money  from  their  fellow 
emigrants  for  the  rest  of  the  journey  to  Winnipeg,  so  anxious  were  they  to 
try  their  fortune  in  the  great  North-West.  At  Winnipeg  requests  were 
made  to  us  by  some  of  the  emigrants  to  send  their  friends  to  join  them  ; 
and  in  Ontario  we  met  two  of  our  emigrants  who,  though  earning 
five  shillings  a  day  where  they  were,  asked  us  to  send  them  and  their 
families  to  Winnipeg,  so  good  were  the  accounts  they  had  received  from 
relatives  there ;  while  two  more,  earning  still  higher  wages,  were  anxious 
to  be  placed  on  homestead  farms  in  the  North-West  next  spring.  These 
are  plain  facts,  from  which  it,  at  least,  appears  that  the  emigrants  them- 
selves have  not  the  same  adverse  opinion  of  Manitoba  which  is  apparently 
held  by  some  of  their  fellow-countrymen  at  home. 

As  regards  Ontario,  we  visited  our  emigrants  at  more  than  a  dozen 
places  there ;  and,  though  not  gaining  money  quite  so  rapidly  as  those 
who  had  gone  to  the  North-West,  the  great  majority  of  them  were  doing 
very  well.  In  some  few  instances,  where  work  had  not  been  quite  so 
regular,  or  wages  had  been  lower,  or  the  working  strength  of  the  family  in 
proportion  to  its  numbers  was  small,  the  families  had  not  been  doing  quite 
so  well ;  but  even  their  condition  and  prospects  were  far  superior  to  what 
they  had  been  in  Ireland.  But  few  of  the  emigrants  placed  with  farmers 
had  remained  with  them,  being  drawn  away,  no  doubt,  by  the  higher 
wages  to  be  obtained  in  the  small  towns  or  on  the  railways.  The  rate  of 
wages  for  day  labourers  in  Ontario  differs  considerably,  according  to  locality 
and  the  nature  of  the  work,  but  it  is  hardly  ever  less  than  4s.  2d.  a  day. 
The  average  pay  for  ordinary  kinds  of  work  is  probably  5s.  3d.  a  day ;  men 
engaged  in  making  new  railways  were  earning  more — usually  from  5s.  lOd. 
to  6s.  3d. ;  while  6s.  3d.  is  the  usual  rate  of  wages  for  Corporation  work, 
upon  which  many  of  our  emigrants  were  engaged. 

Wages  in  Ontario  for  domestic  servants  are  not  nearly  so  high  as  at 
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Winnipeg,  inexperienced  girls  generally  earning  only  20s.  to  28s.  a  month, 
and  board.  From  these  figures,  however,  it  is  evident  that  where  a  family, 
as  is  often  the  case,  contains  several  adult  "  workers,"  and  possibly  some 
girls  or  younger  children  also  earning  wages,  their  position  is  very 
favourable.  For  example,  we  found  one  large  family  whom  we  had  sent 
to  St.  Thomas,  OnL,  earning  between  them  lOOdol.  a  month,  besides 
board  for  some  of  the  family. 

As  shewing  how  the  future  position  of  the  emigrants  is  assured,  it 
may  be  well  to  mention  that  we  saw  in  Ontario  a  number  of  families, 
assisted  there  by  the  Committee  of  "  Mr.  Tuke's  Fund  "  in  1882,  Last 
winter  was  an  exceptionally  long  and  hard  one  in  Canada  ;  but  none  of 
these  people  seemed  to  have  any  bitter  recollections  of  it,  while  this  year 
finds  them  in  an  improved  condition.  They  have  money  saved,  their 
houses  are  tidier,  and  they  themselves  cleaner  and  more  respectable  in 
appearance  than  is  the  case  with  the  majority  of  this  year's  emigrants. 
They  seemed  thoroughly  satisfied  with  their  position,  nor  was  there  any  of 
that  home  sickness  which  is  sometimes  met  with  among  the  older  folk  of 
recent  emigrants.  As  one  woman  remarked — "  We  felt  lonely  at  first, 
but  not  now  ;  we  would  never  ask  to  go  back  again ;  "  and  she  added,  "  I 
often  wonder  at  it,  how  thankful  we  ought  to  be  for  having  come  to  this 
country," 

In  consequence  of  the  numerous  attacks  which  have  recently  been 
made  against  emigration  to  Canada,  Ave  desire  to  add  the  following 
remarks  : — 

(1)  The  climate  of  Canada  seems  often  misunderstood  in  this  country 
where  the  typical  Canadian  is  represented  as  clothed  in  furs.  It  is 
perfectly  true  that  the  winter  months  in  Canada  are  very  cold,  but  the 
same  may  be  said  of  the  United  States,  down  to  a  much  lower  latitude, 
and  especially  of  those  parts  of  the  States  to  which  the  flow  of  ordinary 
emigration  is  principally  directed.  The  winters  in  the  settled  parts  of 
Ontario,  where  most  of  our  Canadian  emigrants  have  been  placed,  are 
shorter  and  less  severe  than  in  Minnesota,  for  instance — a  State  to  which 
many  of  the  intending  emigrants  begged  to  be  sent,  and  where  a  large 
proportion  of  the  population  is  Irish.  The  summers  in  Ontario,  on  the 
other  hand,  are  very  warm,  Toronto  being  on  the  same  line  of  latitude  as 
Marseilles.  The  winters  in  the  North- West  are,  of  course,  long  and  cold  ; 
but  we  found  the  general  opinion  of  those  who  had  experienced  them  was 
that  they  are  enjoyable  and  healthy.  The  air  being  very  dry,  the  cold  is 
not  felt  nearly  so  much  as  might  be  expected,  and  there  is  less  snow  than 
in  some  States  further  south.  In  recent  years  the  immigration  into 
Manitoba  and  the  North-West  from  England  and  Scotland,  as  well  as  from 
Ontario,  has  been,  and  still  is,  very  considerable  ;  and  rs  it  is  hardly  to  be 
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supposed  that  these  people  have  expended  their  own  money  in  order  that 
they  might  go  and  "perish  in  the  snows  of  Canada,"  it  is  not  altogether 
easy  to  see  why  this  fate  should  await  a  comparatively  insignificant 
number  of  Irish  emigrants  merely  because  they  have  had  their  passages 
paid  for  them.  The  summers  in  Manitoba  are  said  to  be  very  pleasant. 
Winnipeg  is  on  the  same  latitude  as  the  most  southerly  point  in  England. 

(2)  The  position  of  the  unskilled  labourer  is,  as  far  as  we  are 
able  to  judge,  more  satisfactory  in  Canada  than  in  the  Eastern  or  Central 
States  of  America,  wages  being,  as  a  rule,  as  high  or  higher,  and  the  cost 
of  living  considerably  lower.  For  instance,  at  Boston  some  of  our 
emigrants  were  earning  5s.  5d.  a  day  and  paying  18s.  a-week  for  their 
board.  At  Peterborough,  Out.,  others  of  our  emigrants  were  earning 
5s.  lOd.  a  day  and  paying  only  12s.  a-week  for  board. 

(3)  We  also  believe  that  the  small  towns  and  villages  of  Ontario  are 
preferable,  morally  and  religiously,  for  raw  Irish  emigrants,  than  the  large 
towns  or  cities  of  the  Eastern  and  Central  States  of  America,  to  which, 
for  this  reason,  the  committee  have  sent  as  few  of  the  emigrants  as 
possible,  thus  acting  in  conformity  with  the  well-known  views  entertained 
on  this  subject  by  the  Catholic  bishops  and  clergy,  both  of  Ireland  and 
America. 

As  objections  seem  to  have  been  raised  '  chiefly  against  Canadian 
emigration,  we  need  not  here  refer  to  the  visits  which  we  were  able  to 
pay  to  our  emigrants  settled  in  the  States.  But  we  are  glad  to  take  this 
opportunity  of  stating  that  such  reports  as  we  are  able  to  give  of  them  are 
satisfactory. 

In  conclusion,  we  would  only  remark  that  our  report,  as  regards  the 
condition  of  the  Canadian  emigrants,  is  confined  to  those  sent  out  by  the 
Committee  of  Mr.  Tuke's  Fund,  for  whom  alone  they  are  responsible. 

(Signed) 

Howard  Hodgkin. 

B.  Buttledge-Fair. 
November  27th,  1883, 
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STATE-AIDED  EMIGRATION  AND  MR.  TUKE'S  FUND. 


to  the  editor  of  the  Freeman. 

Sir,— Will  you  allow  a  few  words  in  reply  to  a  very  important  point 
in  your  leading  article  of  the  30th  ult.,  dealing  with  the  memorandum 
drawn  up  by  Captain  Ruttledge-Fair  and  myself  which  appeared  in  the 
same  issue  of  your  paper*? 

While  not  disputing  the  accuracy  of  our  report,  as  far  as  it  goes,  you 
ask,  "  What,  then,  becomes  of  the  emigrants  who  were  reported  to  be 
sweltering  in  poverty  and  filth  in  the  slums  of  Toronto  1 "  and  refer  to 
statements  made  in  the  Toronto  Globe  and  by  Archbishop  Lynch  with 
regard  to  them.  Your  question  is  best  answered  by  the  following  state 
ment. 

On  our  arrival  at  Toronto  we  heard  of  the  existence  of  destitution 
among  some  recent  Irish  emigrants,  and  we  therefore  made  a  point  of 
visiting  these  people  at  the  earliest  opportunity.  This  we  did  the  follow- 
ing  morning,  in  company  with  the  parish  priest,  and  we  then  found  that 
there  did  exist  a  certain  amount  of  poverty  among  a  few  families,  such  as 
the  Wards  and  others  referred  to  in  the  Toronto  Globe,  though  I  do  not 
admit  the  correctness  of  all  the  statements  in  that  paper  about  them,  but 
we  also  found  that  not  one  of  these  families  had  been  sent  out  by  the 
Committee  of  Mr.  Tuke's  Fund  (they  were  indeed  for  the  most  part  quite  a 
different  class  of  people),  and,  in  fact,  that  of  all  the  families  brought 
under  our  notice  in  Toronto,  only  three  had  been  sent  out  by  the  Com- 
mittee. The  circumstances  of  these  three  families  sent  out  by  us  were 
shortly  as  follows  : — 

(1)  The  father  earning  5s.  3d.  a  day;  two  young  girls  at  service 
earning  respectively  16s.  6d.  and  £1  a  month,  with  board  ;  a  young  lad 
who  might  otherwise  have  further  helped  to  support  the  family  was  un- 
fortunately ill. 

(2)  The  father,  an  elderly  man,  was  earning  4s.  2d.  a-day,  and  two 
grown-up  sons  were  at  work,  probably  earning  the  customary  5s,  3d.  a  day 
each,  but  I  did  not  learn  the  amount. 

(3)  A  widow  with  five  children  ;  three  of  her  sons  had  been  earning 
5s.  3d.  a-day  each,  and  two  at  least  were  earning  that  amount  when  we 
saw  them ;  I   think  the  third  was  not  working  just  then       They  spoke 


10 

Very  highly  of  the  country,,  which  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  seeing  that  the 
family  had  been  earning  fully  £18  a-month. 

Therefore,  representing  the  Committee  of  Mr.  Tuke's  Fund  only— as 
we  expressly  stated  in  our  memorandum — it  was  not  for  us  to  give  any 
account  of  those  families  in  Toronto  to  whom  you  refer  in  your  leading 
article ;  and  it  will,  1  am  assured,  be  rightly  felt  that  we  should  have  been 
travelling  beyond  our  province  had  we  included  in  our  memorandum  a 
report  as  to  emigrants  sent  out  by  any  agency  other  than  our  own. 

I  trust  that  you  will  insert  this  letter  (which  in  the  absence  of  Captain 
Ruttledge-Fair  I  have  written  on  my  own  responsibility),  so  that  from  the 
above  facts  it  may  be  seen  that  no  one  is  called  upon  "  to  judge  between  " 
Archbishop  Lynch  on  the  one  hand  and  Captain  Ruttledge-Fair  and  myself 
on  the  other. 

I  may,  perhaps,  add  that  on  the  occasion  of  my  visit  to  America  last 
year  in  company  with  the  Rev.  Father  Nugent,  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Tuke's 
Fund,  and  again  this  year,  I  had  the  honour  of  interviews  with  Archbishop 
Lynch,  and  that  his  Grace  has  ever  expressed  a  warm  sympathy  with,  and 
has  used  his  powerful  influence  in  Ontario  on  behalf  of,  the  work  carried 
on  by  Mr.  Tuke  and  the  Committee  which  bears  his  name. 

I  am,  &c, 

Howard  Hodgkin, 
One  of  the  Hon.  Sees,  of  "Mr.  Tuke's  Fund/' 

109,  Park  Street,  W.,  3rd  December,   1883. 
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EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

President — ■ 
HIS  GRACE  THE  DUKE  OF  BEDFORD,  K.C. 


The  Right  Hon.  W.  H.  Smith,  M.P. 

(Chairman). 
Samuel     Whitehead,     Esq.,     M.P. 

(Yice  Chairman). 
Sir  Thomas  Fowell  Buxton,  Bart. 
Hon.  Henry  Cowper,  M.P. 


Right  Hon.  W.  E.  Forster,  M.P. 
H.  S.  Northcote,  Esq.,  M.P. 
Arthur  Pease,  Esq.,  M.P. 
William  Rathbone,  Esq.,  M.P. 
The  Marquis  of  Tavistock,  M.P. 
James  H.  Tuke,  Esq. 


Bon.   Treasurers — 

J.  Gurney  Barclay,  Esq.  Arnold  Morley,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Hon.  Secretaries — 

Sydney  0.  Buxton,  Esq.,  M.P.,  15,  Eaton  Place,  S.W. 
Howard  Hodgkin,  Esq.,  109,  Park  Street,  W. 

The  Committee  of  "Mr.  Tuke's  Fund"  having  expended  the 
money  entrusted  to  them,  and  having,  as  they  believe,  largely  helped, 
by  means  of  emigration,  to  meet  the  emergency  which  was  existing 
in  1882-3  in  certain  poverty-stricken  districts  in  the  West  of  Ireland, 
have  decided  for  the  present  to  cease  their  operations,  while  still 
keeping  in  existence  the  organisation  of  the  Committee,  in  view 
of  possible  future  requirements.  In  coming  to  this  conclusion  the 
Committee  remain  convinced  of  the  value  and  importance  of  assisted 
family  emigration  for  the  West  of  Ireland,  but  are  of  opinion  that, 
on  the  one  hand,  the  improved  condition  of  affairs  and  the  good 
harvest  prospects  in  the  congested  districts,  and  on  the  other  the 
lessened  demand  for  labour  in  America,  caused  by  the  prolonged 
finacnial  crisis,  render  a  temporary  cessation  of  the  work  advisable. 

They  think  it  well,  therefore,  in  this,  their  third  Report,  to 
give  a  concise  history  of  the  origin  and  work  of  the  Association 
during  the  three  years  of  its  existence. 

The  Fund  was  instituted  in  March,  1882,  with  the  object  of 
assisting  to  relieve  the  over- pressure  of  population  in  parts  of  Gralway 
and  Mayo,  by  means  of  family  emigration. 

During  1882,  the  Committee  were  working  entirely  from  their 
own    resources,   with    the   hope   both   of    relieving   the   immediate 
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pressure  of  distress,  and  of  proving  that  it  would  be  practicable  as 
well  as  advisable  to  carry  out  a  considerable  scheme  of  State-aided 
"  family  "  emigration  from  Ireland. 

In  that  year  the  Committee  assisted  1,300  people  to  emigrate, 
chiefly  from  the  Clifden  Union  (Co.  Gal  way),  most  of  whom 
were  sent  to  correspondents  of  the  Committee,  or  to  join  their 
friends  in  the  States,  while  about  two  hundred  went  to  Canada. 

During  the  Session  of  1882,  the  Government- — partly  in  conse- 
quence of  the  representations  made  by  the  Committee — asked  for  and 
obtained  (in  the  Arrears  Act)  £100,000  to  be  applied  to  emigration 
purposes. 

On  the  passing  of  the  Act,  the  Committee  were  requested  by  the 
Lord  Lieutenant'  to  undertake,  in  Mayo,  the  charge  of  the  Unions 
of  Belmullet  and  part  of  Newport,  and,  in  Galway,  of  parts  of 
the  Unions  of  Clifden  and  Oughterard ;  more  than  a  quarter  of  the 
whole  grant  being  placed  at  their  disposal. 

Thus  the  Committee,  during  the  year  1883,  assisted  5,380 
persons  to  emigrate,  of  whom  3,518  went  to  the  States,  1,862  to 
Canada,  and  the  remainder  to  Australia. 

In  the  Session  of  1883,  the  Government  (in  the  Tramways  Act) 
again  applied  for  a  further  grant  of  £100,000  for  Emigration — 
but  ultimately  agreed  that  half  the  grant  should  be  devoted  to 
Migration.  The  Committee,  therefore,  at  the  beginning  of  this 
year,  took  charge  of  their  old  districts,  with  Swinford  (Co.  Mayo) 
added  ;  and  a  large  portion  of  the  grant  was  again  placed  at  their 
disposal. 

The  number  of  persons  assisted  to  emigrate  this  year  has,  how- 
ever, amounted  to  little  more  than  half  that  of  last  year  ;  and  this  for 
several  reasons.  The  previous  emigration  had  done  much  to  relieve 
the  over-pressure  in  the  districts ;  the  potato  harvest  of  1883  was  a 
very  good  one  in  the  "West ;  and  thus  the  general  condition  of  the 
people  was  so  much  improved  as  to  minimise  the  inducements  to 
emigrate,  though,  on  the  other  hand,  the  very  encouraging  letters 
sent  home  by  those  who  had  previously  gone,  induced  many  persons 
to  apply  for  assistance  to  emigrate.* 

Then,  again,  a  considerable  agitation  against  State-aided  emi- 
gration had  sprung  up.  All  sorts  of  absurd  stories  were  circulated, 
especially  with  regard  to  Canada  ;  and  the  Committee  and  their 
assistants  were  often  denounced  by  name  from  the  pulpits  and  else- 

*  See  Appendix,  p.  22, 
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where.  Such,  an  agitation  as  this  had,  of  course,  considerable 
influence  on  the  people ;  yet  in  spite  of  it  a  large  number  of  persons 
applied  before  the  lists  were  closed,  and  2,802  were  assisted  to  emigrate. 

The  figures  for  the  three  years  are  as  follows : — 

1882     ...         ...         1  300 

1883 5,380 

1884 2,802 

Thus,  in  the  three  years,  the  Committee  have  assisted  9,482  persons 
at  an  average  cost  per  head,  including  every  expense  connected  with 
the  work,  of  about  £7  4s.  6d.,  and  at  a  total  cost  of  £68,500,  of 
which  £4  [,000  has  been  received  from  the  Government  grant  and 
the  balance  supplied  by  the  funds  at  the  disposal  of  the  Committee. 

From  the  districts  under  the  care  of  the  Committee  in  Belmullet, 
Newport,  Clifden,  and  Oughterard — putting  aside  Swinford,  which 
has  been  only  worked  one  year,  and  that  but  partially — which,  in 
1881,  contained  a  population  of  some  50,000  persons,  the  Committee 
have  assisted  nearly  9,000  emigrants,  or  over  17  per  cent,  of  the 
population.  -r 

It  may  be  well  to  summarise  the  principles  which  have  governed 
the  action  of  the  Committee,  namely : — 

1.  That  only  those  persons  who  were  anxious  to  emigrate  should  be  assisted. 

2.  That  the  emigration  should  be  "  family"  as  distinct  from  ''individual  " 
emigration;  and  that  only  under  exceptional  circumstances  were  '"single"  persons 
to  be  assisted. 

3.  That,  as  far  as  possible,  the  families  assisted  were  to  be  those  directly 
dependent  on  the  soil,  i.e.,  small  occupiers  and  labourers. 

4.  That  where  the  emigrant  family  were  tenant,  sub-tenant,  or  holders  in 
conacre,  they  should  be  advised  to  part  with  their  holdings  to  neighbours,  so 
that  a  true  consolidation  of  holdings  might  ensue. 

5..  That  most  careful  arrangements  should  be  made,  not  only  for  selection 
— so  that  unsuitable  families  should  not  be  sent — but  for  all  the  details  of 
clothing,  transport,  and  shipment. 

6.  That  each  family  should  be  booked  through  to  their  destination,  should 
receive  a  sum  for  landing  money  on  arrival  at  the  port — varying  according 
to  the  size  of  the  family  and  their  destination — and  should  be  supplied  with 
proper  clothing  and  outfit. 

7.  That  those  emigrants  who  were  assisted  to  the  States — except  they  were 
sent  to  the  correspondents  of  the  Committee— should  go  direct  to  friends  ready 
to  receive  them,  and  to  put  them  in  the  way  of  work  ;  while  for  those  going 
to  Canada,  the  Committee  undertook,  through  the  Canadian  Government  or 
their  own  correspondents,  to  put  them  in  the  way  of  obtaining  work  and  wages. 
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8.   That  care  should  be  taken  to  send  the   emigrants   largely  to  the  Western 
States,  and  to  avoid  sending  too  many  to  any  one  place,  or  to  the  large  towns. 

These  arrangements  have  involved  a  vast  amount  of  care,  labour, 
and  personal  supervision,  but  have,  the  Committee  believe,  been 
successfully  carried  through  ;  and  it  may  safely  be  asserted  that  none 
of  the  emigrants  were  landed  friendless  and  forlorn  to  shift  for 
themselves,  or  have  gone  to  swell  the  ranks  of  the  "  pauper 
invasion  "  of  America,  of  which  so  much  has  been  said. 

The  Committee  feel  justified  in  asserting  that  the  work  which 
they  have  accomplished  has  benefited,  not  only  those  who  have  gone, 
but  those  left  behind.  As  regards  the  emigrants,  their  success  has 
been  most  marked,  as  the  Committee  learn  from  private  and  official 
reports  and  the  letters  of  the  emigrants  themselves,  and  they  are  not 
merely  in  a  much  better  position  than  they  ever  were  before,  but 
have  the  prospect  of  a  future  to  which  they  could  not  possibly  have 
attained  in  Ireland.  There  have  been  doubtless  a  few  who  have  not 
met  with  equally  good  success— the  wonder  being  that,  out  of 
over  9,000  persons  of  the  class  assisted,  the  number  of  these 
has  not  been  considerable — but  even  the  "  failures "  are  chiefly 
temporary,  and  the  people  probably  not  so  badly  off  as  before,  while 
as  far  as  the  Committee  are  aware,  no  families  are  in  a  state  of 
destitution.  As  regards  the  condition  of  the  districts  and  those 
who  remain  behind,  the  Committee  would  refer  especially  to  the 
annexed  reports,  which  they  fully  endorse,  and  which  show  that  the 
emigration  has  been  a  great  relief  to  the  land  and  to  the  rates,  and 
that  the  consolidation  of  holdings  which  has  ensued  has  been  of 
the  most  satisfactory  kind.  Moreover,  large  sums  of  money  are 
constantly  being  sent  home  by  the  emigrants,  and  are  largely 
applied  to  the  payment  of  debts.  Yet  in  spite  of  the  improvement 
made,  the  poverty  of  these  districts  is  still  so  great,  owing  to  the 
large  number  of  persons  occupying  minute  holdings,  that  another 
bad  potato  crop  would  reduce  many  families  to  a  state  of  desti- 
tution, and  render  assistance  again  necessary. 

In  conclusion,  the  Committee  cannot  express  too  highly  their 
sense  of  the  val  ue  of  the  services  of  Mr.  Tuke.  It  is  not  too  much  to 
say  that,  but  for  him,  the  work  would  never  have  been  undertaken, 
or  brought  to  a  successful  issue. 

The  Committee  wish  also  to  thank  the  Honorary  Secretaries, 
Mr.  Sydney  Buxton  and  Mr.  Howard  Hodgkin,  for  the  time  and 
great    labour    they  have    devoted     to    the    office    work    of    the 
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Association,  and  for  the  active  and  judicious  superintendence  they 
have  throughout  given  to  the  work  both  in  Ireland  and  America. 

They  would  express  their  obligation  to  those  who,  acting  under 
the  instructions  of  Mr.  Tuke  and  the  Hon.  Sees.,  have  so  ably  assisted 
to  carry  out  the  work  ;  Major  Graskell,  Captain  R.  Ruttledge-Fair, 
and  Mr.  Harvey,  together  with  Messrs.  Oram,  Nolan,  and  Kelley  ; 
while  their  thanks  are  also  due  to  those  friends  and  agents  in 
the  United  States,  and  Canada,  who  have  given  them  such 
material  assistance,  and  especially  to  Mr.  Stafford,  who  has  super- 
intended the  landing  of  the  emigrants  at  Quebec. 

Appended  are  Statements  of  Accounts  and  Shipments,  together 
with  Reports  which  especially  refer  to  the  work  of  this  year. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

BEDFORD, 

July,  1884. 


-ft  ■-■ 

14;  Cl 


8 


Emigration  from  Ireland. 


APPENDIX  TO  EEPOET  OF  COMMITTEE. 


A.— LIST    OF    SAILINGS,    1884. 


DATE. 

Mar.   28  and  29 
April  13  and  14 
„      24  and  25 
„       25  and  26 
May      2  and    3 
„        9        ... 
„      10        ... 
„      23  and  24 
„      30        ... 
13 


SHIP. 

Grecian 

Canadian 

Prussian 

Buenos  Ayrean 
Phoenician    . . . 

Corean    

Scandinavian 
Canadian 
Prussian 
Manitoban    ... 


June 

Smaller  shipments  for  the  States  and 

Emigrants  for  Australia,  via  London 


FROM. 

,.'.  Clew  Bay  and  Gal  way     ... 
...  Blacksod  Bay  and  Galway 
...  Londonderry  and  Galway 
...  Londonderry  and  Clew  Bay 
,..  Blacksod  Bay  and  Galway 

...  Blacksod  Bay     

,..  Galway 

..  Clew  Bay  and  Galway 

..  Blacksod  Bay      

..  Galway 

Canada      


Total 


TO. 


Boston 
Boston 
Boston 
Quebec 
Boston 
Quebec 
Boston 
Boston 
Boston 
Boston 


NUMBER 
OF 

EMIGRANTS. 

.  336 
.  613 
.  246 
.  258 
.  377 
.  139 
.  124 
.  248 
.  207 
.  42 
.  32 
.  180 

2802 


N.B. — The  shipping  arrangements  have  been  carried  out  by  Messrs.  J.  and  A.  Allan, 
of  Glasgovj,  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  Committee,  and  to  the  comfort  of  the  emigrants. 


B.-SUMMARY  OF  DESTINATIONS  ACCORDING  TO  DISTRICTS,  1884. 

DISTRICTS. 

Belmullet  and  Newport 

Swmford    

Clifden       

Oughterard       

Arranmore        


TOTALS. 

UNITED 

STATES. 

CANADA. 

AUSTRALIA] 

996 

837 

39 

120 

594 

..   '  473 

111 

10 

347 

321 

26 

— 

769 

719 

— 

50 

96 

86 

10 

.. 
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2436 


186 


180 


Maryland 
West  Virginia 
Ohio 

Kentucky 
Tennessee 
Indiana    ... 


DESTINATIONS   IN   THE    UNITED    STATES    AND  IN  CANADA  TO 
WHICH  THE  EMIGRANTS  HAVE  GONE  THIS  YEAR. 

(1)  United  States  (148  places). 

towns  and  cities. 

...  Portland. 

...  Manchester. 

...  Brattlebro',  West  Rutland. 

...  Amesbury,  Boston,  Fall  River,  Holyoke,  Charleston,  Lowell, 
Maynard,  Salem,  Stoneham, Taunton,  Winchester. 

...  Providence,  Warren,  Woonsocket. 

...  Danbury,  Grosvenor  Dale,  Hartford,  Mechanics-ville,  New 
Haven. 

...  Brooklyn,  Dobb's  Ferry,  Elmira,  Fonda,  Mottville,  New  York, 
Oneida,  Palatine  Bridge,  Port  Jervis,  Poughkeepsie, 
Rochester,  Syracuse. 

...  Camden,  Hoboken,  Jersey  City,  Passaic,  Paterson,  Portage- 
ville. 

...  Archbald,  Ashland,  Ashley,  Braddocks,  Bradford,  Carbondale, 
Centralia,  Chester,  Drifton,  Dubois,  Erie,  Fort  Haven, 
Girardville,  Homestead,  Ir wins,  Lock  Haven,  Lost  Creek, 
McKeesport,  Mansfield,  Minooka,  New  London,  Parsons, 
Peckville,  Philadelphia,  Pittsburg,  Raven  Run,  St.  Clair, 
Scranton,  Shamokin,  Sharpsburg,  Shenandoah,  Walker's 
Mills,  Wilkesbarre. 

..  Baltimore,  Frank ville,  Texas. 

..  Clarksburg,  Wheeling. 

...  Bellaire,  Cincinnati,  Cleveland,  Columbus,  Delaware,  Hubbard, 
Leetonia,  Newburg,  Norwalk,  Painsville,  Youngstown, 

...  Louisville. 

...  Nashville. 

,.  Indianapolis,  Rush  ville,  Valparaiso, 


c. 


STATE. 

Maine 

New  Hampshire  .. 

Vermont 

Massachusetts 

Rhode  Island 
Connecticut 

New  York 


New  Jersey 
Pennsylvania 
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STATE. 

Michigan.. 
Wisconsin 

Illinois 
Missouri  .. 
Iowa 
Minnesota 


Dakota  . 
Nebraska. 
Kansas  . 
Colorado  . 
Montana . 
California 

Quebec  . 
Ontario    . 


Manitoba  and  N.  W.T. 


TOWNS  AND   CITIES. 

Beaver  Island,  Detroit,  Escanaba,  Pentwater. 

Elroy  Fond  du  Lac,  Hudson,  Kenosha,  La  Crosse,  Milwau": 

Racine,  Whitewater. 
Chicago,  Coal  City,  Loda  Morris,  Springfield,  Streator. 
Kansas  City,  St.  Louis. 

Clinton,  Des  Moines,  Dexter,  Dunlap,  Iowa  City. 
Alden,  Austin,  Becker,  Kellogg,  Mankato,  Minneapolis,  Prior 

Lake,     Rosemont,     Saint   Paul,     Smithfield,    Stillwater, 

Wabasha,  Waseca,  Winona. 
Eckelson,  Elk  Point. 
Grand  Island,  Halifax. 
Cherokee,  Columbus,  Junction  City. 
Alamosa,  Denver,  Durango. 
Billings,  Helena,  Livingstone. 
San  Erancisco. 

(2)  Canada  (14  places). 
Montreal. 
Aberfeldie,  Belleville,  Brockville,  Guelph,  Hamilton,  Kingston, 

Ottawa,  Pembroke,  Peterboro',  Samia. 
Brandon,  Medicine  Hat,  Winnipeg. 


D.— STATEMENT   OF    AOOOUNTS. 

FIRST  YEAR.— March,    1882,    to  JMarch,     1883. 

EXPENDITURE. 


Ocean  and  Rail  Fares      ...  

Clothing      

Landing  Money,  or  expended  through  \ 

Agents  in  America       ) 

Conveyance  and  Lodging  

Working  Expenses  


Less  received   from  Emigrants  and  ) 
private  sources j 

Net  Cost  to  Committee  


£       s.  d. 
5,412    5  10 
1,200    3    3 

AVERAGE 

( Exclusive  of 

COST.PER  HEAD. 

"Sundry  Cases.") 
£    s.     d. 
4    8    0 
0  19    6 

466  11  11 

...        ... 

0    7-6 

644  15    0 
451    9    9 



0  10    6 
0    7    4 

8,175    5    9 
745  16    8 


£7,429    9    1 


6  12  10 
0  12    1 

£6    0    9 


By  Subscriptions 


BALANCE 
£       ,o.    d. 
15,794  19    3 


£15,794  19    3 


SHEET. 

To  Net  Expenditure 

supra) 

Sundry  assisted  cases  ... 
Advertising,  Printing, 
American  travelling, 
and  other  expenses 
subsequent  to  Emigra- 
tion   

Balance 


£      s.  d. 


7,429    9 
358  11 


438  18 
7,568    0 


£15,794  19    3 


SECOND  YEAR.— March  to  December  31, 1883. 


TOTALS  OF  SEPARATE  EXPENDITURE. 

£    S.     (J. 

Ocean  and  Rail  Fares 21,418  19    2 

Clothing             , ...  0,352  10  10 

Landing  Money           3,882  15    4 

Conveyance  and  Lodging      ...  1,799    0  11 

Working  Expenses      1,686    1    3 


AVERAGE  COST  PER   HEAD. 

£    s.    d. 

4    0  0 

13  3 

0  14  6 

0    6  8 

0    6  3 


Less  Government  Grants,  and 
about  £450  from  Emigrants 

Net  Cost  to  Committee 


35,139    7    0 

26,867  12    4 
£8,271  15    2 


6  10    8  {  0r  witn  General  Ex- 
(  penditure,  £C  13s.  9d. 


5    0    0 
£1  10    8 | 


Or  with  Gencial  Ex- 
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BALANCE  SHEET. 


By  Balance 

Duchess  of  Marlborough's  Eund 

Subscriptions 

Interest  on  Deposit  


£       s.   d. 
7,5G8    0    3 
3,606  12    7 
1,039    0  11 

16  15    4 


£12,230    9    1 


To  Net  Expenditure 
(supra) 

General  Expendi- 
ture, including 
sundry  assisted 
cases,  American 
travelling  ex- 
penses, &  gene- 
ral working  ex- 
penses ... 

Special  grant  for 
relief  works  in 
Connemara     . . . 

Balance 


£       s.  d. 
8,271  15    2 


836    3    4 


100    0    0 
3,022  10    7 

£12,230    9 


THIRD  YEAR. —1884. 
APPROXIMATE  STATEMENT  OF  ACCOUNT  TO  DATE. 


Jan.  1. — Balance  in  hand 
Subscriptions 
Sundries  due  last  year 
Government  grants... 
Government     grants 

due  (abeut) 
Estimated  deficit     ... 


£      s.    d. 


3,022  10 

1,720    7 

65    6 

17,132    5 


360    0 
2,001  14 


£24,302    3     0 


Expenditure  to  date 
Estimated  liabilities 


£        s.  d. 

23,602    3    0 

700    0    0 


£24,302    3    0 


Note. — The  average  ccst  per  head  this  year  will  probably  be  about 
The  proportion  for  Ocean  and  Rail  Fares  being  about 

,,  „     Clothing  

,,  ,,     Landing  Money         


£  s.  d. 
8  12  0 
4  18  0 
1  10  0 
110 


SYDNEY    BUXTON,  )    Hon. 
H.  HODGKIN,  {    Sees, 
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MEMORANDUM  BY  MR.  TUKE. 


The  work  in  the  Clifden  Union  has  been  ably  carried  out  during 
the  present  season  by  Mr.  J.  Harvey,  under  my  direction,  and  for  an 
account  of  it  I  refer  the  Committee  to  his  Report,  which  is  annexed. 
(See  p.  36.)  My  own  share  of  work  in  the  district  has  been  confined 
to  about  three  we  eks  in  February,  when  the  selection  of  the  emigrants 
was  made,  and  a  fortnight  towards  the  close  of  the  season. 

Mr.  Hodgkin  also  gave  valuable  assistance  to  Mr.  Harvey  with 
the  earliest  shipment— taking  this  district  before  proceeding  to 
Arranmore,  Co.  Donegal,  to  assist  in  the  special  emigration  from 
that  island.     A  short  report  of  this  is  appended. 

In  closing  the  third  year  of  the  work  which  has  been  carried  out 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Committee,  perhaps  I  may  be  allowed  to 
offer  a  few  general  remarks  bearing  upon  the  experience  of  the  Com- 
mittee in  their  important  work.  These  remarks  will  be  chiefly  under 
two  heads. 

1st.  Has  this  experience  confirmed  the  conviction  formed  in 
1881  and  1882,  of  the  necessity  as  well  as  possibility  of  a  carefully  ar~ 
ranged  plan  of  assisted  family  emigration, which  should  benefit  alike  the 
people  assisted  and  the  districts  from  which  the  emigrants  were  taken  ? 

2nd.  Is  it  desirable  to  continue  to  assist  emigration  from  the 
West  of  Ireland  ? 

As  to  the  first,  let  me  say  that  whilst  the  experience  thus  gained 
has  shown  the  imperative  necessity  for  the  most  careful  selection  and 
minute  attention  to  an  infinite  variety  of  details,  both  in  Ireland  and 
America,  it  has  most  distinctly  proved  that,  given  these  proper 
precautions,  family  emigration  is  both  possible  and  beneficial  alike 
to  those  who  leave  and  those  who  remain. 


144 


12  Emigration  from  Ireland. 

The  proofs  which  may  be  adduced  for  this  conclusion  are  from 
three  sources  : — 

1.  The  letters  of  the  Emigrants. 

2.  The  amount  of  money  sent  home  by  the  Emigrants. 

3.  The  reports  of  the  gentlemen  who  have  been  sent  out 
each  year  by  the  committee  to  inquire  into  the  results  of  the 
work  in  Canada  and  the  United  States,  together  with  official 
statements. 

1.  As  to  the  letters  of  Emigrants. 

From  time  to  time  manv  extracts  from  letters  received  in  1882 
and  1883  have  been  published  by  the  Committee  or  in  the  news- 
papers, and  it  is  not  now  needful  to  republish  these.  I  therefore 
append  some  extracts  (see  p.  22)  taken  from  more  than  200  letters 
which  I  have  before  me — nearly  all  received  in  the  spring  of  1884,  and 
chiefly  from  emigrants  from  the  Clifden  Union,  which  are  only,  a 
sample  of  the  letters  received  in  the  other  districts.  Out  of  the  whole 
number  not  5  per  cent,  of  the  writers  make  any  complaint  or 
express  dissatisfaction  with  their  position.  I  do  not  think  it  possible 
to  read  these  letters — -all  browned  and  stained  and  odorous  of  peat 
smoke  as  they  are — with  out  emotion;  the  touches  of  family  affection — ■ 
showing  itself  not  merely  in  the  warmth  of  expression,  but  practically 
by  the  large  amount  of  money  sent  and  the  apologies  for  the  "  dhry" 
letters — the  earnest  desire  that  friends  and  relations  should  leave  the 
poverty  by  which  they  are  surrounded  and  join  their  friends  in  their 
bettered  condition,  with  the  promise  of  a  "good  house"  for  parents  or 
others,  all  tell  the  same  story  of  the  content  and  general  well-doing  of 
the  writers.  That  out  of  nearly  10,000  persons  who  have  been  assisted 
a  few  families  should  not  have  succeeded  as  well  as  others,  cannot  be 
wondered  at ;  what  may  well  be  matter  for  surprise  is  that  so  few  of 
these  can  be  found.  It  is  the  strongest  proof  that  can  be  given  that 
the  people  are  both  able  and  willing  to  work  when  good  wages  are 
offered,  and  at  the  same  time  of  the  abundance  of  employment. 

2.  As  TO  THE  AMOUNT  OF  MONEY  SENT  HOME  BY  THE  EMI- 
GRANTS. 

Yery  careful  inquiries  have  led  me  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
amount  remitted  by  our  emigrants  during  1882  and  1883  cannot  be 
less  than  £4,000,  and  may  be  £5,000.  In  one  Union  alone,  it  is 
estimated  that  not  less  than  £2,500  has  been  received  during  the 
two  years.  The  amounts  thus  received  vary  from  small  sums  under 
£5  to  £10,  £15,  £20,  £30,  and  in  one  case  of  £40.    One  Connemara 
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girl  sent  home  £30  last  year  to  her  mother  to  help  to  "  keep  the 
house,"  £7  for  a  ticket  to  Chicago  for  her  sister,  with  £2  for  the  neces- 
sary expenses  on  the  journey,  making  £39  in  all.  These  facts  are 
the  more  remarkable  seeing  that  the  bulk  of  our  emigrants  have 
taken  their  families  with  them  and  naturally  require  their  earnings 
abroad.  The  value  of  this  stream  of  money  to  the  districts  assisted 
cannot  be  over-estimated,  and  from  the  va  riety  of  purposes  to  which 
the  remittances  have  been  applied  I  cannot  doubt  that  it  has  greatly 
benefited  the  tradesmen  and  others,  and  that  a  much  larger  number 
of  shop  debts  have  been  paid  than  could  possibly  have  been  the  case 
had  the  emigrants  remained  at  home.  One  small  shopkeeper 
stated  that  over  £200  in  money  orders  had  passed  through  her  hands, 
£80  of  which  had  been  left  with  her  in  payment  of  old  scores. 

We  have  evidence  that  in  addition  to  the  sums  received  by  trades- 
men for  this  and  other  purposes,  money  has  been  sent  for  the  rent,and 
even  for  the  purchase  of  cattle,  as  well  as  for  the  passage  money 
of  single  members  of  various  families. 

3.  as  to  the  evidence  of  those  sent  out  each  year  by  the 
Committee  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  Emigrants. 

The  Eeports  of  Father  Nugent  and  Mr.  H.  Hodgkin,  of  1882,  and 
those  of  Mr.  H.  Hodgkin  and  Captain  Ruttledge-Fair,  in  1883,  have 
been  before  the  Committee,  and  render  it  needless  to  do  more  than 
refer  to  them,  except  it  be  once  more  to  quote  the  conclusion  arrived 
at  by  the  latter  gentlemen  in  reference  to  the  constantly  repeated 
assertions  during  the  past  winter  of  the  non-success  and  poverty 
of  our  emigrants  in  Canada,  and  especially  in  Toronto.  Reporting 
on  their  return  in  November  these  gentlemen  say,  November,  1883  : 
— "  On  our  arrival  in  Toronto  we  heard  of  the  existence  of  destitu- 
tion among  some  recent  Irish  emigrants,  and  we  therefore  made  a 
point  of  visiting  these  people  at  the  earliest  opportunity.  This  we 
did  the  following  morning,  in  company  with  the  Parish  Priest,  and 
we  then  found  that  there  did  exist  a  certain  amount  of  poverty 
among  a  few  families,  but  that  not  one  of  these  had  been 
sent  out  by  the  Committee  of  Mr.  Tuke's  Fund,  and,  in  fact,  of  the 
other  families  brought  under  our  notice  three  only  had  been  sent  out 
by  the  Committee,"  as  under  : — 

"No.  1.  Father  earning  5s.  3d.  a  day  ;  two  girls  in  service  earning  16s.6d. 
and  £1  a  month,  with  board. 

"  No.  2.  Father,  an  elderly  man,  earning  4s.  2d.  per  day,  and  two  grown- 
up sons  at  work,  probably  earning  the  customary  5s.  3d.  a  day  each. 
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"No.  3.  A  widow  with  five  children — three  of  her  sons  had  been  earning 
5s.  3d.  per  diem  each,  and  two  were  earning  that  amount  when  we  saw 
them.  They  spoke  very  highly  of  the  country,  which  is  not  to  be  wondered 
at,  seeing  the  family  were  earning  ,£18  per  month." 

So  far  as  to  the  satisfactory  result  of  the  inquiries  made  on  behalf 
of  the  Committee  in  November  of  last  year.  Since  that  time  the  Irish 
Government  has  received  a  return  of  all  the  Irish  emigrants  who  were 
reported  to  be  in  distress  last  winter  in  Toronto,  numbering  several 
hundred  persons,  of  whom  one  family  alone  had  been  sent  by  the 
Committee ! 

The  following  extracts  also  confirm  these  statements  : — 

Report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Dominion  Senate,  held  at  Ottawa, 
February,  1884  : — Sir  Alexander  Campbell,  on  behalf  of  the  Government, 
stated,  in  reply  to  questions — "That  the  destitute  Irish  referred  to  were 
a  very  small  portion  of  the  6,359  special  Irish  immigration  to  Canada 
during  the  summer  of  1883,  in  part  sent  out  by  the  Irish  Emigration 
Commissioners,  and  in  part  by  Mr.  Tuke's  Fund.  Those  now  in  Toronto 
appear  to  have  been  sent  wholly  by  the  former  from  funds  provided  by 
Unions  in  the  South  and  West  of  Ireland." 

Ottawa,  February  25th,  1884. — At  a  meeting  of  the  Immigration 
and  Colonisation  Committee,  held  at  Ottawa,  Mr.  Lowe,  Secretary 
of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  for  the  Dominion  Government, 
after  referring  to  the  destitute  immigrants  in  Toronto,  said,  "Not  one 
of  these  was  sent  out  by  the  Committee "  [of  Mr.  Tuke's  Fund]. 
"  Mr.  Lowe  further  said  none  of  the  Tuke  Fund  immigrants 
were  out  of  employment.  The  statements  in  the  Toronto  papers  to  the 
contrary  were  incorrect ; "  and  again,  "  Mr.  Lowe  said  the  Tuke  Fund 
immigrants  were  allowed  one-half  fare,  because  the  Committee  took  specia] 
care  in  their  movements." 

During  the  present  year  the  Committee  thought  it  desirable  to 
engage  the  services  of  Mr.  B>.  M.  Christy  to  conduct  the  parties  of 
emigrants  to  their  destinations.  His  services  have  been  of  great 
value,  and  his  reports  from  time  to  time  giving  details  of  the  arrivals 
of  the  emigrants/* and  the  various  incidents  of  the  long  land  journeys, 
have  given  the  Committee  a  clear  idea  of  the  numerous  minor  diffi- 
culties attending  the  removal  and  settlement  of  large  parties  of 
men,  women,  and  children. 

Mr.  Christy  has  not  yet  returned  from  his  work,  having  been 
requested  to  visit  some  of  the  emigrants  sent  to  the  Western  States  and 
to  Manitoba.  Writing  from  Winnipeg,  under  date  of  June  15th,  1884, 
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Mr.  Christy  reports  having  visited  nearly  all  the  families  whom  the 
Committee  had  sent  out,  and  makes  the  following  statements  : — ■ 

"  All  the  people  here  are  doing  well.  They  get  good  wages,  and  have 
had  steady  work  ;  many  have  worked  all  winter,  thanks  to  Mr.  Egan,  the 
General  Superintendent  of  the  G.  P.  Railway.  Wages,  lidol.  for  old 
men,  and  Idol.  75c.   for  young  men,  with  a  prospect  of  2dol.  shortly." 

The  following  recent  letter  bearing  upon  the  emigrants  of  this  year 

will  also  be  read  with  interest.    It  is  from  Bishop  Ireland,  of  St.  Paul, 

who  has  throughout  taken  a  warm  interest  in  the  work,  and  to  whom 

the  Committee  are  largely  indebted  for  much  valuable  aid  and  advice. 

"  St.  Paul,  Minnesota, 

"May  16th,  1884. 
"  Dear  Sir, 

"  .     .     .     .     .     .     The   emigrants   sent   to  different   points    in 

Minnesota  have  all  arrived  safely,  and  reports  from  our  clergymen  concern- 
ing their  present  condition  are  most  -favourable.  All  able  to  work  have 
found  employment,  and  are  doing  well.  The  emigrants  sent  out  this  spring 
are  of  a  superior  class,  and  must  be  looked  upon  as  a  benefit  to  the  com- 
munity among  which  they  may  cast  their  lot. 

"Wishing  you  continued  success  in  your  charitable  work, 

"  I  remain,  very  respectfully, 

"  John  Ireland,  Bishop. 
"  J.  H.  Tuke,  Esq." 

It  is  .  very  satisfactory  also  to  notice  that  even  from  the  quarters 
in  which  opposition  has  been  experienced,  testimonies  to  the 
essential  value  of  Emigration  are  not  wholly  wanting  in  Ireland,  as  is 
shown  by  the  following  quotation  from  "The  Month"  a  Roman  Catholic 
periodical. 

At  p.  371  of  the  July  number  the  writer,  stated  to  be  a  priest,  speaks 
thus  : — li  We  often  read  brilliant  accounts  of  the  success  of  settlers  who 
are  emigrated  by  Mr.  Tuke's  benevolent  exertions,  or  even  by  the  Govern- 
ment Emigration  Fund.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  elaborate  care  exercised 
by  those  who  have  devoted  weeks  and  months  to  this  charitable  task  in- 
sures for  those  whom  they  send  out  a  comfortable  position.  I  would  go 
further,  and  say  that  these  whom  the  Government  export  fare  in  general 
immeasurably  better  in  America  than  they  would  have  done  at  home,  as 
regards  their  material  and  worldly  success.  Far  removed  from  the  pinch 
of.  poverty,  and  from  the  recurring  famine  from  time  to  time,  with  good 
wages,  plenteous  food,  and  work  to  be  had  by  all  who  are  willing  to  work 
they  fare  well  enough  as  regards  this  world.  No  just  complaint  can  be 
made  by  those  who  are  induced  to  cross  the  Atlantic  that  they  have  been 
allured  from    their  homes  by  false  or  exaggerated  representations.       The 
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accounts  sent  home  of  their  prosperity  are  true  enough,  and,  if  they  are 
selected  instances,  yet  I  do  not  think  that  they  are  unfairly  selected." 

It  is  not  practicable  within  the  limits  of  a  report  to  give  further 
details— indeed  I  fear  I  may  already  have  exceeded  these  limits — 
and  I  refer,  in  further  answer  to  the  questions  asked  at  the  commence- 
ment of  this  memorandum,  to  the  annexed  Reports  given  by  Major 
Graskell,  Captain  Rut  tIedge-Fair,  and  Mr.  Harvey. 

I  will  only  venture  to  add  that  I  trust  to  all  unprejudiced 
observers  it  may  be  felt  that  the  Committee  have  been  more 
than  justified  in  the  course  they  have  pursued,  and  that  they  will 
feel  that  they  have  not  been  misled  by  those  who  so  earnestly 
advocated  this  method  of  attempting  to  relieve  the  chronic  poverty 
of  the  West  Coast  of  Ireland, 

That  the  difficulties  connected  with  emigration  ;  the  restlessness 
and  unwillingness  of  a  number  of  the  people  to  go  to,  or  to  remain  in, 
the  pla  ces  to  which  they  are  sent ;  and  the  preference  shown  for  the 
large  towns  over  the  country,  are  all  points  needing  very  careful 
consideration  cannot  be  doubted.  On  the  other  hand  these  oases 
represent  but  a  small  portion  of  the  whole  number  assisted,  and 
when  we  know  that  of  their  own  accord  the  selection  of  more  thamlOO 
destinatio  ns  has  been  made  by  the  emigrants ;  when  from  time  to 
time  the  most  pressing  invitations  come  from  those  who  have  left, 
begging  their  friends  to  leave  the  land  of  poverty  and  follow  them 
to  a  land  of  plenty ;  when,  moreover,  many  thousands  of  pounds 
have  come  from  the  emigrants  to  Ireland  during  the  three  years  in 
which  the  Committee  has  been  at  work ;  it  is  impossible  to  doubt 
that  the  benefit  conferred  by  emigration  has  been  even  greater  and 
more  immediate  than  was  anticipated. 

The  second  head  which  I  proposed  for  consideration  was  : — ■ 

"  is  it  desirable  to  continue  to  assist  emigration  from 
the  West  of  Ireland  ?" 

The  decision  of  the  Committee  still  to  retain  its  existence,  whilst 
suspending  for  a  time  any  active  operations  from  causes  assigned, 
seems  to  prove  conclusively  that  in  the  opinion  of  its  members  the 
question  is  already  answered  in  the  affirmative ;  but  as  this  Report 
will  probably  be  read  by  many  others  who  have  taken  an  interest  in 
the  work,  I  venture  to  place  on  record  the  following  considerations, 
which  seem  to  point  to  the  soundness  of  this  conclusion  : — 

(1)  It  seems  important  not  to  overlook  the  fact  that  although  no 
idea  was  actually  entertained  when  the  Committee  was  formed  in 
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1882  of  its  being  a  permanent  body,  the  evil  which  it  sought  to 
mitigate  was  acknowledged  to  be  a  chronic  one,  and  not  likely  to  be 
remedied  in  the  course  of  a  short  time. 

The  efforts  made  by  the  Committee  to  induce  the  Government  to 
establish,  on  some  permanent  basis,  an  Emigration  Department,  may 
be  mentioned  in  proof  of  this. 

(2)  That  these  'efforts  were  interfered  with  and  the  Government 
induced  to  lessen  its  intentions  is  well  known ;  equally  well  known 
is  the  fact  that,  although  a  very  perceptible  diminution  of  the  people 
has  been  effected  in  the  limited  area  to  which  (with  much  wisdom) 
the  Committe'e  has  confined  its  operations,  the  remaining  population 
is  still  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  resources  of  the  land  upon  which 
it  is  "  located."  A  good  potato  crop  enables  the  large  number  to 
live,  but  always  on  tire  verge  of  destitution.  A  bad  potato  crop 
may  at  any  moment  cause  the  cry  of  actual  destitution  to  be  heard 
throughout  the  civilised  world. 

This  point — -the  chronic  condition  of  destitution — ought  ever  to  be 
borne  in  mind  in  dealing  with  the  Irish  question,  and  should,  I 
venture  to  say,  be  kept  in  the  foreground  by  all  statesmen  and 
politicians. 

To  leave  this  -condition  alone,  until  some  fearful  disaster  over- 
takes us,  is  surely  neither  politic  nor  right. 

If  it  were  some  temporary  condition  which  we  were  dealing  with, 
it  would  seem  more  than  reasonable  to  withdraw  wholly  from  the 
work, 

And  it  is  because  the  fact  has  been  too  little  recognised  that  the 
evil  is  not  temporary  bat  chronic,  which  seems  to  render  it  so  absolutely 
essential  that  no  organisation  should  be  allowed  to  drop  which  would 
be  prepared  to  offer  even  the  modicum  of  assistance  which  our  Com- 
mittee has  afforded. 

When  writing  on  this  question  in  1882,  I  pointed  out  that  one- 
third  (200,000  out  of  600,000)  of  the  occupiers  of  land  in  Ireland 
were  rated  at  or  under  £4  annual  valuation,  and  that  in  the  Western 
Unions  the  proportion  was  much  larger,  often  one-half  or  even  two- 
thirds  of  the  whole  ;  and  further,  that  it  would  be  an  under- estimate  to 
say  that  20,000  families — 100,000  persons — were  attempting  to  exist 
on  plots  of  land  too  small  to  support  them  in  any  degree  of  comfort. 
A  recent  speaker,  much  opposed  to  emigration,  whilst  addressing  a 
meeting  in  favour  of  migration,  says  of  one  of  the  districts  in  which. 
we  have  been  working  :— 
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"  There  were  thousands  and  thousands  of  little  farms  In  the  Co. 
Galway,  so  small,  the  land  being  bad  and  the  area  limited,  that  if 
people  who  occupied  them  got  their  rents  free  they  could  not  possibly 
live  and  thrive,  and  he  said  boldly  that  no  human  agency  would 
enable  the  small  farmers  of  Galway  to  live  and  thrive  until  they  got 
more  lard." 

Out  of  districts  such  as  these,  containing  a  population  of  about 
50,000  persons,  9,000,  say  1,500  families  and  a  few  [single  persons, 
have  been  assisted  to  emigrate  by  the  Committee.  But  even  as  regards 
the  actual  relief  to  the  most  overcrowded  parts  of  these  districts,  the 
benefit  of  which  is  most  emphatically  borne  witness  to  by  the  Poor 
Law  authority  and  others,  it  must  be  admitted  that  it  in  no  wise 
settles  the  question  of  the  overcrowding. 

So  long  as  parishes  exist  in  which  1,000  families  are  attempting 
to  live  on  1,700  acres  of  arable  bog  land,  even  with  a  liberal  allowance 
of  mountain  land,  it  is  painfully  evident  that  very  much  more 
remains  to  be  done  by  emigration  and  other  means  before  the  con- 
gestion can  be  relieved.  Look  at  the  condition  of  the  Electoral 
Divisions  in  Oughterard  Union,  referred  to  in  Major  Graskell's  Report, 
(p.  29)  where  whole  villages  may  be  found  in  which  the  annual 
value  of  the  holdings  does  not  exceed  30s.  per  family,  and  the  land 
is  of  such  miserable  quality  that  it  is  not  valued  at  more  than 
2s.  2|d.  to  2s.  5d.  per  aere?  a  fractional  portion  only  being  fit  for 
tillage. 

From  careful  inquiries  made  in  these  districts,  it  is  estimated  that 
in  many  parishes  one-fourth  of  the  holdings  do  not,  in  the  best 
seasons,  produce  sufficient  potatoes  to  feed  the  families  for  more 
than  nine  months  in  the  year. 

That,  therefore,  which  seems  to  be  needed,  for  the  relief  of  these 
districts,  if  it  were  possible  to  be  obtained,  is  a  permanent  Board  of 
Emigration,  which,  with  a  suitable  staff,  both  in  Ireland  and 
America,  should  from  year  to  year,  and  not  spasmodically,  deal  with 
a  limited  number  of  applications  for  emigration  and  advise  in 
each  case  as  might  seem  for  the  best.  It  must  be  fully 
admitted  that  no  such  Board  could  in  the  present  state  of  politics  in 
Ireland  be  formed,  but  if  the  view  here  taken  of  its  necessity  is  a 
correct  one,  the  continued  existence  of  the  Committee  seems  of  even 
greater  importance.  Not,  indeed,  that  emigration  is  the  sole  remedy ; 
others  are,  undoubtedly,  needed  if  we  would  heal  the  long-st  anding 
and  deep-seated  sore. 
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It  would  be  impossible  as  well  as  most  ungrateful  for  me  to  close 
these  remarks  without  expressing,  however  imperfectly,  my  deep 
sense  of  the  generous  confidence  and  trust  which  has  been  reposed  in 
me  by  the  Committee,  as  well  as  of  the  unvarying  kindness  shown 
to  me  in  carrying  out  this  work  by  those  with  whom  I  have  had 
the  great  privilege  to  be  associated.  That  the  work  has  been  at 
times  very  onerous,  and  the  sense  of  the  responsibility  which 
attaches  to  dealing  for  good  or  evil  with  the  destinies  of  so  many 
hundreds  of  our  fellow  creatures  often  overpowering,  cannot  be 
denied ;  indeed,  without  the  consciousness  of  the  support  thus  given 
and  the  wise  counsel  always  readily  afforded  me,  the  strain  could 
hardly  have  been  borne. 

But  whatever  may  have  been  my  desire  to  see  the  work  accomplished, 
or  my  share  in  the  actual  labour,  it  has  only  been  made  possible  to 
carry  it  out  through  the  hearty  co-operation  of  the  Hon.  Secretaries, 
Mr.  Sydney  Buxton,  M.P.,  and  Mr.  H.  Hodgkin,  who  have  devoted 
to  it  so  large  a  share  of  their  time  and  energies.  In  addition  to  the 
laborious  correspondence  and  almost  daily  routine  of  work,  it  is  well- 
known  that  both  Mr.  Buxton  and  Mr.  Hodgkin  have  on  several 'occa- 
sions spent  much  time  in  the  districts  under  our  charge,  and  that  the 
latter  gentleman  has  twice  at  considerable  personal  inconvenience 
visited  the  United  States  and  Canada  to  inquire  into  the  condition 
of  the  emigrants,  and  make  arrangements  for  the  reception  of  others, 
Nor  must  I  close  without  expressing  my  hearty  thanks  to  Major 
Graskell,  Captain  Ruttledge-Fair,  Mr.  Harvey,  Mr.  Keliey,  and 
others,  for  the  manner  in  which,  unmindful  of  fatigue,  exposure,  and 
long  hours,  they  have  devoted  themselves  to  the  work  intrusted  to  them. 

Hitchin,  July,  1884.  J.  H.  TUKE. 

N.B. — For  extracts  of  letters  referred  to  in  Mr.   Tuke's  Memo., 
see  p.  23. 


MEMO.  BY  MR.  BUXTON. 

Having  this  year  spent  only  a  short  time  in  Ireland,  selecting 
emigrants  in  Swinfcrd  with  Captain  R-uttledge-Fair,  I  have  nothing 
special  to  add  to  the  information  contained  in  the  Covering  Report. 

It  may  be  well,  however,  to  give  the  following  figures,  which 
prove,  I  think,  (1)  that  the  Committee  have  assisted  the  right  class 
of  persons,  namely,  those  directly  dependent  on  the  land ;  and  (2)  that 
a  consolidation  of  holdings  has  really  taken  place. 
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I  take  the  Mayo  districts,  with  which  I  am  best  acquainted, 
though  doubtless  the  Clifden  and  Oughterard  Unions  would  show 
equally  good  results. 

(1)  The  number  of  persons  assisted  to  emigrate  in  the  two  years 
from  the  Mayo  districts  amounted  to  4,100,  or  about  750  families,  of 
whom  about  four-fifths  are  the  families  of  "  landholders,"  while — 
with  the  exception  of  85  persons  so-called  "  servants,"  and  13  families, 
the  heads  of  which  were  classed  as  "  tradesmen  "  or  "  mechanics,"  the 
former  without  trade  and  the  latter  without  work — the  rest  were 
labourers,  many  of  them  migratory,  a  few  being  also  fishermen. 

(2)  As  regards  consolidation.  The  following  table  will  show 
the  disposal  of  the  498  holdings  in  Mayo,  vacated  by  the  emigrants, 
about   which    we  have  information. 


OCCUPIED  BY  LANDHOLDERS    PASSED  INTO  HANDS       ,,  „,  TO  NEW 

"  WASTE.    * 

IN  SAME  TOWNLAND.  OF  LANDLORD.  TENANT. 

276  150  40  32 


55  J  per  cent 30  per  cent 8  per  cent.     6 J  per  cent. 

Captain  Ruttledge-Fair  in  his  Report  (p.  33)  shows  that  the 
ultimate  result  will  be  still  more  satisfactory,  and  that  a  large  propor- 
tion of  the  holdings  which  have  "  passed  into  hands  of  landlord,"  or 
are  classed  as  "  waste,"  will  be  ultimately  given — and  in  fact  to  a 
large  extent  have  already  been  given — -to  neighbouring  landholders. 
Thus  it  may  safely  be  asserted  that  over  70  per  cent,  of  the  holdings 
vacated  by  our  emigrants  will  be  "  consolidated." 

I  may  add — as  an  argument  in  favour  of  our  operations — the 
fact,  that  while  of  the  normal  emigration  from  Connaught,  78  per 
cent,  of  the  emigrants  are  young  persons,  between  the  ages  of  fifteen 
and  thirty-five,  chiefly  unmarried,  I  find  that  (again  taking  the 
Mayo  districts)  but  32  per  cent,  of  our  emigrants  are  between  those 
ages ;  a  striking  proof  that  we  are  not  merely  sending  away  the 
"bone  and  sinew  "  and  leaving  the  weak  and  helpless  behind. 

SYDNEY  C.  BUXTON. 

July  18th,  1884. 


*  By  "waste  "  is  meant  that  the  tenant  on  leaving  did  not  give  up  possession,  and 
that  the  landlord  had  not  taken  the  necessary  legal  steps  to  obtain  possession. 
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REPORT  BY  MR.  HODGKIN. 


Emigration  from  Arranmore. 

During  the  STimmer  of  last  year,  application  was  made  to  the 
Committee  through  the  Eev.  Father  Nugent  to  assist  a  number  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Arranmore  Island,  Co.  Donegal,  to  emigrate,  under 
the  following  circumstances. 

Some  Irish  settlers  in  Beaver  Island,  Lake  Michigan,  being 
anxious  to  assist  their  friends  and  relations  in  the  old  country  to 
emigrate,  communicated  their  intentions  to  the  priest  of  their  island 
and  to  Mr.  James  Dormer,  of  Buffalo,  N.Y.  and  through  them  they 
offered  to  give  their  friends  in  Arranmore  a  hearty  welcome  to  Beaver 
Island,  and  40  acres  of  land  apiece  to  the  heads  of  certain  selected 
families. 

The  opportunity  thus  afforded  seemed  a  particularly  favourable  one. 
Not  only  would  the  heads  of  families  who  had  been  small  landholders 
on  the  island  of  Arranmore  at  once  become  landholders  on  a  larger 
scale  on  Beaver  Island,  but  as  fishing  is  the  chief  industry  of  the 
latter  place  during  the  summer,  the  younger  men  would  be  enabled  to 
follow  the  calling  to  which  they  had  been  brought  up — but,  hence- 
forth, with  the  certainty  of  earning  a  livelihood  by  it. 

The  Committee  therefore  acceded  to  the  application,  and 
Father  Nugent,  at  their  request,  kindly  visited  Arranmore  in 
the  autumn,  and  the  offers  from  America,  which  he  then  announced, 
were  gladly  received  by  the  islanders.  The  island  was  again  visited 
early  in  this  year  by  Captain  Ruttledge-Fair  and  by  Mr.  Harvey, 
and  it  was  then  found  that  owing  to  the  good  harvest  of  last  year, 
and  the  difficulty  of  selling  holdings,  there  were  fewer  ready  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  offer  than  had  been  anticipated. 

In  the  month  of  April,  I  undertook  the  work  of  final  selection 
and   of  the   clothing   and    shipment   cf   the   emigrants.        As    the 
journey  by  land  to  Londonderry  is  a  long  and  troublesome  one,   the 
gunboats,   "  Wasp  "  and  "Banterer"  were  placed  at  the  disposal  of 
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the  Committee,,  and  the  emigrants  were  most  successfully  conveyed 

"by  them   direct   from  the   island  to    Moville,  where   those  going 

to   the  States  (the  great  majority)    embarked   on  board  the  ocean 

steamer  the   same   day.      Those  destined  for   Bearer    Island   and 

neighbourhood  were  met  at  Buffalo  by  Mr.  Dormer,  and  by  him  were 

forwarded  to  the  island,  whence  very  satisfactory  reports  have  already 

been  received  from  the  emigrants, — as  well  as  from  the  few  who* 

went  to  Winnipeg. 

H.  HODG-KDL 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  LETTERS  RECEIVED  FROM  EMIGRANTS 

IN   THE    CLIFDEN   UNION. 

[ The  writer  and  all  the  persons  mentioned  in  this  letter  were  sent  May  20th,  1883.  ] 
From  Michael  F. ,   Sank  Centre,  Minn. 

September  16th,  1883. 

I  send  you  home  two  pound  from  me  and  my  brother  which  comes 
amount  of  £4.     We  are  all  going  to   S.  Paul  on  the  17th. 

I  mean  to  let  you  know  that  Pat  Green  is  doing  well,  and  also  John 
Green,  and  that  Colman  Green  went  to  Dacota  from  St.  Paul,  and  Pat  got  a 
letter  from  him  and  he  is  earning  two  dollars  per  day.  My  brother  Martin  is 
earning  2  dollars  per  day  and  making  eight  days  a-week.  Dear  Cousin 
Tom  and  *  *  I  mean  to  let  you  know  that  I  am  far  from  C,  thank  God, 
eight  pounds  a  month,  16  dollars  per  month  for  board.  I  did  not  buy  two  pound 
of  tobacco  since  I  came  to  America. 


From  P McO ,  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  to  his  Brother 


March  20th,  1884. 
Dear  Brother, 

If  there  is  any  chance  for  you  to  come  out  here  on  the  first  Emigration 
that  leaves  that  part  of  the  country  I  would  feel  happy  to  see  you  out.  For 
this  reason  that  I  think  you  will  do  well  in  this  country.  St.  Paul  is  the  best 
place  in  the  country  for  an  emigrant  to  come  to.  There  is  more  work  to  be  done 
here  this  summer  than  has  been  for  the  last  15  years,  so  dont  miss  the  first 
opportunity  to  come  out  or  any  other  friend  this  is  the  country  where  you'll 
have  a  share  to  make  a  fortune.     Wages  will  be  as  high  as  two  dollars  a  day  this 

summer.     I  would  like  you  to  tell  E C that  her  friend  M O'M , 

wife  and  family  would  be  anxious  to  see  her  out  here.  She  can  come  out  along 
with  you,  ye  need  not  feel  any  ways  discouraged  but  both  of  ye  will  have  warm 
friends  here  to  receive  ye  and  have  a  comfortable  place  before  ye.  It  is  ex- 
ceedingly bad  to  have  so  many  stalwart  young  men  and  young  women  waste 
their  time  away  in  Ireland  for  nothing  when  in  a  short  time  they  can  accumulate 
a  handsome  fortune  in  America.  So  now  in  conclusion  I  would  advise  you  to 
come  out  as  quick  as  possible.  Show  this  letter  to  Mr.  Tuke.  We  think  he 
will  favour  your  request  to  .pass  you  out  to  St.  Paul,  Minnesota.  Dear  brother 
John  you  will  drop  me  a  few  lines  when  you'll  be  ready  to  sail  from  home  so  we 
can  meet  you  in  the  depot  here  in  St.  Paul.  If  my  cousin  Colman  Geary  and 
family  wishes  to  come  out  here  also,  I  should  be  in  favour  of  their  coming  and 
not  to  be  living  in  poverty  and  misery  all  their  life  in  that  country. 

From ,  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  to  T C . 

February  29th,  1884. 
Dear  Friend  Tom, 

Your  favour  of  recent  date  has  been  duly  received  and  its  contents  fully 
considered.  In  reply  I  would  state  that  I  received  a  letter  from  my  mother  and 
she  stated  that  you  were  coming  to  this  country  as  long  as  you  got  the  offer. 
Come  pn.     Take  all  your  family  and  don't  leave  any  of  them  behind  you  for  any 
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money  ;  as  soon  as  you  reach  St.  Paul  your  two  boys  can  earn  from  3  to  # 
shillings  a  day  in  this  place  and  no  hard  but  bringing  a  drink  of  water  to  the  men 
that's  working  Also  your  two  girls  can  make  money  for  you  every  day — 
Maggie  and  Bridget.  Don't  delay,  but  be  one  of  the  first  to  come  if  you  can, 
St.  Paul  is  a  good  place  and  you  have  plenty  ©f  friends  before  you.  We  will  all 
do  what  we  can  for  you  the  day  before  you  start.  Write  to  us  so  as  we  can  meet 
you  at  the  depot   and  be  sure  and  keep  this  letter  and  the  address,   so  as  you& 

can't  go  astray Please  give  this  letter  to  the  Rev.    Father  F „ 

your  parish  priest. 

To  the  Reverend  Father  F , 

Sir, 

If  under  any  Present  circumstance  you  can  send  this  man  T C. if 

possible  to  S.  Paul,  intercede  for  him  Father  and  heaven  reward  you  for  it. 

ISent  by  Committee,  April  28th,  1-883.] 

From  M C ,  Ontario*,  Canada. 

March  11th,  1884. 

I  am  very  glad1  tohear  that  M M is  for  coming  out  here.     And  if 

He  is  for  for  coming  if  he  takes  my  advice  he  will  will  come  out  at  once  thats* 
if  he  will  get  leave  to  come  this  place  was  a  good  place  last  summer  And  we- 
expect  to  be  Better  this  summer  to  rite  at  once  And  let  me  know  if  he  is  for 
coming  And  if  ye  are  for  coming  to  to  me,  And  I  will  meet  ye  at  the  Depot  And 
I  will  do  my  Best  for  ye  And  i  will  advise  M L if  he  is  at  home  to- 
come  as  well  with  ye  And  I  would  rite  to  M long  ago  And  I  got  a  letter 

from  my  sister  to  months  ago  And  she  to  told  that  you  went   home  And   when? 

you  rite  to.  M. M — —  not  stay  there   in  poverty  no  longer  but  come   out, 

here  as  quick  as  he  can.     .     * 

Send  me  a  watch  gard  or  something,  and  when,  he  is  coming  out  here  to* 
bring  all  his  molskin  with  him  there  is  no  Glothes  here  as  good  as  it. 

l^Sent  by  Committee,  March  31st,  1883.] 

From  Patrick  Flaherty,-  Grosvenor  Bale, 

April  1st,  1884. 
I  spoke  To  Mr;  M — —  about  you  And  He  told  me  you  were  to  go  to  north- 
Grovenor  dale  and  work  twice  aweak  there.     And  I  worked  6- weaks  there  Piling, 

up  Cotton  to  Mr.  M Told  me  He   wood  see  to  find  you  A  House  I  Have. 

houses .     .     But  iam  quite  sure  you  Will  get  a  House  in< 

grovener  Dale.     You  will  Giv;e  this  letter  To  Mr.  H— —  Hodgkin. 

And  I  ami  very  thankful  ta  Him,  for  writing  To  Mr.  B about  me  And  to 

Mr.  A of  north  Grovenor  dale  He  got  to  much  Trouble.     My  Blessing  to. 

Him  For  ever  and  to  Mr.   Tukes  And  not  for  getting  A L of  C . 

My  Blessing  To  Him  and  to  His  family  And  to  all  my  good  friends  You  will  tell 
Mr.  T W that  i  will  send  Him  His. 19s.  shortly. 

[The  writers  of  these  were  sent  by  the  Committee  in  Spring  of  1883.] 

From  P C- ,  St.  Paul,  Minnesota. 

March  Uth,  1884. 
My  Dear  Unkel  and  Aunt, 

I  expect  that  all  of  you  will  Be  looking  desant  when  you  will  come 
to  St.  Paul.  I  hope  you  will  go  to  Clifton  and  buy  a  nice  soote  of  Close  for 
Edward  and  Hats  for  Mary  and  Kate. 

Deaa?  unkel  and  Aunt  if  you  possible  get  the  chanch  to  come  to  America  dont 
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Zeal  [fail]  to  come  its  a  very  good  place  for  People  that  would  not  be  Drinking- 
and  as  I  sead  before  any  man  or  woman  that  will  work  in  this  country  he  will 
Make  good  living  out  and  he  will  Have  money  but  Dont  isle?  if  you  get  the 
shanch  of  comming  out  to  America. 

From  P 0 to  Mr.  Tuke. 

March  Uth,  1884. 
Mr.  Tuke, 

I  hope  you  will  send  them  out  here  to  America,  itrs  a  very  good  place  for 
them  there  son  and  Daughter  is  here  and  I  am  shure  the  can  do  good  living, 
here,  there  is  plenty  work  for  them  and  I  will  have  a  house  for  them  when  the 
will  come  out  and  allso  there  sisters  and  cousans  is  here,  in  St.  Paul  and  I  think 
the  will  do  Better  out  here  than  there. 

This  is  from  your  son  and  daughter  dear  Father  if  Mr.  Tuke  give  you  the 
shanch  to  come  don't  stay  one  day  if  you  can  and  when  we  are  all  together  we 
will  do  very  good  for  your  life  if  Mr.  Tuke  gives  you  the  shanch  to  come  Dont 
stay  in  Ireland.     No  more  yore  honnerMr.  Tuke,  excuse  me. 

#  #  *  *  *  *  * 

Mark  and  Stephen  is  very  glad  for  you  to  be  coming  out  here  the  tells  you  if 
you  get  the  shanch  to  come  don't  fale  and  if  you  ar  comming  out  Be  shure  and 
ssend  us  a  letter  the  way  we  will  be  at  the  steation  House  before  you.  Dear 
Unkel  and  Aunt  dont  be  a  lonsom  and  have  courage  and  when  you  will  have 
good  time  when  you  will  come  out. 

From  M B ,  MinooJca. 

1884 
My  dear  Wife  and  Children, 

I  do  most  earnstly  recomend  you  to  come  out  on  the  Free  Emigration  if 
possible  I  also  mean  to  let  you  know  I  have  a  house  rented  waiting  on  you  and 
the  children  I  should  think  you  out  not  to  have  any  delay  in  getting  on. 
You  will  produce  this  letter  before  Board  or  Committee. 

From  Mrs.  D to  A.  D ,  Address,  Pembrodke  Post  Office,  Ontario,  Canada* 

February  12th,  1884. 
My  dear  Friend* 

For  the  next  fifteen  years  if  you  work  half  the  time  you  will  have 
plenty  for  the  wages  is  a  dollar  and  a  half  a  day  and  a  man  is  board  is  too  dollars 
and  a  half  in  the  week  you  are  sure  of  work  winter  and  summer  it  would  be 
worse  for  you  one  day  you  would  go  with  spirit,  fishing  than  too  winters  here 
so  let  you  all  cheer  up  and  say  herray  for  Canada  anyone  of  yea  that  will  be 
sorry  for  coming  too  months  wages  will  take  you  home  again. 

From  M G ,   Chicago,  to  her  Father  and  Mother. 

November  20th,  1883. 
It's  with  very  kind  hea  rt  1  take  to  address  you,  hoping  you  enjoy  good 
health  which  leaves  me  the  same.  Father  and  mother  you  will  find  this  letter 
enclosed  with  '.-he  sum  of  £4  sterling  and  my  blessing  *  *  *  Sister  I  informed 
you  of  getting  yourself  ready  for  the  free  land  of  America.  I  will  pay  you  out 
next  summer.  Hurry  up  and  get  big  and  strong  for  the  Atlantic,  you  are  as  big 
and  as  stout  as  I  am  and  its  far  better  than  carrying  the  clieve  from  Crumpaun- 
a-traw  to  Cruckaun-a-laughta.  So  father  can  sit  down  by  the  fireside 
then  and  let  the  rough  day  pass  him  and  us  earning  lots  of  money  for  him  in 
this  country  where   there  is  plenty  of  it.     I  am  getting  my  health  firstrate  and 
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very  glad  of  getting  to  this  country  and  more  so  glad  of  coming  to  Chicago 
where  I  am  earning  16  shillings  per  week  of  British  money.  In  Boston  getting 
only  from  6  to  8  shillings  per  week. 

[Sent  by  Tuke  Committee,  May^  1883.    Has  sent  home  £15  or  £16  since.] 
Indian  Wharf,  South  Pier,  Boston,  Mass. 

January  9th,  1884. 
Tom  Connelly  to  his  Parents. 
I  do  be  dreaming  of  ye  every  night.  I  hardly  get  any  rest  thinking  of  ye 
my  dear  parents.  This  is  not  any  ways  dangerous  but  the  work  is  pretty  hard. 
Well  now  if  ye  are  in  the  need  of  money  you  will  let  me  know,  for  I  am  saving 
some  money  for  it  is  a  hard  thing  for  a  man  to  be  working  all  his  life  time.  I 
expect  if  1  have  my  health  we  will  be  able  to  set  up  a  bedroom  (lodging  ?)  or 
something  that  will  keep  us  from  hard  work.  But  if  ye  want  the  money  badly 
please  let  me  know.  My  dear  parents  if  my  brother  Michael  can  let  him  come 
out  on  the  emigration. 

Peterboro',  Ontario,  Canada. 

February  3rd,  1884 
John  K.  (another  of  our  emigrants)  is  stopping    with   me.    He   has  in  bank 
about  180  dollars  (£36).     Indeed  we  are  all  glad  that  we  have  left  that  Devil's 
den  (Ireland)  in  good  time.     We  are  in  Heaven  now,  that  is  to   say,    if  there   is 
one  at  all  on  earth. 


The  following  Extracts  are  from  Emigrants  who   have  left   this 

Year  : — 

[  Sailed  April  14th,  1884,  in  "Canadian."] 

From  A- M to  his  Brother-in-law. 

St.  Paul's,  May  6th,  1884. 
My  dear  Brother-in-law, 

I  have  taken  the  pleasure  of  writing  these  few  lines  I  am  to  inform  you 
that  I  am  in  St.  Pauls  for  2  weeks  and  living  F.  G.'s  house.  We  had  a  good 
voyage  myself  nor  any  of  the  family,  were  not  one  day  sick  coming  on  the  ship — 
We  are  all  working  at  present,  I  am  very  glad  that  I  came  here — I  saw  men  that 
I  did  not  see  for  20  years,  John  is  looking  well — Let  me  know  if  my  sister  came 
out  or  not — we  were  treated  well  at  every  friends  house  we  went  to — There  is  a 
good  time  here  for  every  man — John  :  I  planted  the  spring  in  Ireland  and  I  have 
potatoes  planted  here,  but  thank  God,  I  have  better  people  to  deal  with  here 
than  there — and  Mary  says  that  she  seen  more  since  she  left  Ireland  than  ever 
she  seen  since  she  was  born — She  could  not  describe  how  much  she  has  seen  but 
she  will  write  a  good  deal  about  the  country  in  her  next  lette  r.  No  more  at 
present  from  yours  truly  friend 

"  Good  bye"  A.  M. 

[Sailed  Ci  Canadian,"  April  14th,  1884.] 

From  M and  M F ,   131,   Castle- street,    Baltimore. 

May  4th,  1884. 
To  their  Father  and  Mother. 

We  arrived  here  in  good  health  on  Saturday  morning  April  the  26th  1884 
at  5  o'clock  just  as  my  aunt  was  getting  up  we  were  at  the  door  in  a  coach  and 
pair  a  horses.  Pat  was  not  out  of  bed  yet.  They  were  all  surprised  to  see  us  at 
the  door  in  the  morning  early — 

Our  dear  parents  we  mean  to  let  you  know  that  we  were  10  days  on  sea  on 
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till  we  land  in  Boston  and  2  days  from  Boston  to  Baltimore,  we  had  very  fine 
weather  on  sea. 

My  dear  parents  I  have  not  much  to  say  in  this  letter  I  did  not  go  to  work 
yet  but  I  expect  to  go  to  work  to-morrow  morning,  with  the  help  of  God,  Let 
me  know  how  is  my  sister  Maggy  an  do  she  be  crying  after  me  I  hope  in  the 
next  letter  I  be  able  to*  send  her  the  price  of  a  dress. 

From  M„  F,  to  her  loving  father  and  mother  brother  and  sisters  ye  will  let 
me  know  how  ye  are,  do  ye  feel  lonesome  since  we  left.  I  felt  worse  this, 
evening  at  the  writing  of  letter,  I  felt  right  lonesome  but  thank  God  I  am  at 
home.  If  C.  C.  wishes  to  come  here  I  think  he  would  do  as  good  as  the  rest  of 
us  here,  tMs  is  a  good  place  in-  winter. 

[Sailed  April  Uth,  1884,  in  "Canadian."] 

From  T 0 ,  St.  Pawl. 

April  30th,  1884. 
Dear  Brother, 

We  arrived  safe  in  St.  Paul  on  the  27th  rnst.,  and  we  got  a  splendid 
reception  by  our  friends  and  relations-  here,  and  the  reception  is  not  half  over 
yet.  I  am  sorry  for  nothing  but  the  people  thats  at  home  behind  us.  We  had? 
not  one  minutes  sickness  since  we  left  home.  Tell  my  brothers  not  to  be  any 
way  sorry,  we  are  all  right ;  but  we  are  tossed  about  for  the  last  few  days,,  and 
we  are  in  no  condition  at  present  for  waiting. 

[Scaled  April  Uth,  1884.] 

From  B M — — ,  200y  SaVem-sPreef,  Bmfmi,  Mass. 

May:  1st,  1884. 
To  his  Mother. 

I  arrived  safe  a  was  not  sea-sick  even  one  day.  I  am  working  with  a- 
very  nice  family  and  cannot  find  any  fault  with  them  if  you  see  Mary  in  the^ 
street  you  would  not  know  her  she  has  grown  so  stout  and  large  since  she  came 
to  America. 

[Sailed  April  Uth,  1884.] 

M -,  to  his  parents-,  231,  Commercial-street,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

May  11th,  1884. 
We  got  fine  weather  on  the   ship  ten  days  we  took  until  we  arrived  in? 
Boston.     So  I  went  to-  work  the   third  day  after  coming.      The  wages  here  i& 
Doler  and  a  Half  that  is  six  shillings. 

[Sailed  April  Uth,  1884.] 

From  P C -,  Portland,  Mame;  to  Ms  nephew. 

2nd  May,  1884. 
I  have  to  inform  you  that  I  arrived  safe  and  sound  myself  and  family  here 
in  Portland  on  the  25th  April  after  a  11  days  voyage  of  a  pleasant  weather.  We 
had  fair  wind  always  since  we  left  Galway  until  we  landed  in  Boston.  None  of 
ias  was  sick  either.  I  have  a  house  of  my  own  fixed  up  very  nice  and  I  am  very 
lappy  and  comfortable  in  it  and  I  am  not  sorry  for  coming  either  for  this  is  a 
good  country  although  I  don't  know  much  about  it  yet  and  there  will  be  lots  of 
work  here  this  summer  Its  going  to  start  next  week  where  800  men  will  be 
working  all  summer  and  I  will  be  going  to  work  there  and  so  will  my 
son  too.  1  expect  I  will  be  a  rich  man  yet  if  God  spares  us  our 
health.  This  was  a  very  good  place  during  winter  for  the  longshore  men  who- 
was- working  on  the  English  steamers  but  they  are  gone  now  until  next  winter 
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again.  My  dear  Johnney  I  want  to  let  your  mother  know  that  her  cousin,  Mrs. 
T  and  family  are  quite  well  and  indeed  she  and  her  husband  were  my  friends 
surely  and  done  their  best  for  me.  I  have  seen  all  the  friends  here  they  all  came 
to  visit  me  when  I  arrived  and  there  was  more  people  before  me  here  than  that 
was  with  me  the  day  I  left  Mynish  and  you  never  saw  a  better  wedding  in  your 
life  as  they  made  for  me  and  I  am  much  obliged  to  them  all.  .-  .  .  I  will 
have  more  news  in  my  next  letter  for  I  don't  know  much  about  the  country   for 

so  far.     I    am  also   very  ^thankful  to   M C he   was  a  good  friend  of 

mine  too  and  he  is  a  decent  respectable  young  man  in  this  country  and  doing 
very  well  too.  He  is  respected  by  good  many  and  his  parents  would  be  proud 
of  him  if  they  saw  him  now. 

N.B. — M C was  sent  out  last  year  by  the  Committee. 


Extract  of  Letter  from  Mr.  Hodgkin. 
Written  from   Glendalough  Recess,  Co.    Galway,  April  6th,  1884. 

u  J M -,  that  boy  from  Lasooghta  in  the  tattered  garments,  has  sent 

quite  £20  home.  To-day  we  have  been  at  Lasooghta  and  saw  a  most  capital 
letter  from  him,  dated  March  of  this  year  (he  is  now  in  Pennsylvania),  sending 
another  £5,  promising  more,  if  required,  and  offering  to  pay  his  brother's  way 
out.  He  had  got  a  regular  job  all  the  winter.  It  was  such  a  nice  letter  as  well 
as  being  satisfactory.     He  has  also  sent  his  sister  a  gold  ring. 

"0 M ,  wife,  and  family,  went  to  Portland,  where  they  still  are, 

and  doing  very  well.  Her  brother,  Joyce,  who  went  with  them,  is  also  there 
and  doing  well.  I  saw  a  recent  letter  from  them,  enclosing  £3.  Coleman  wants 
the  children  who  stayed  at  home  to  come  out.  The  young  brother  at  home 
says,  "  Please  God,"  he  will  go  out  next  year,  and  take  them  with  him.  He 
is  rather  young  now. 

liJ F N ,  of  Recess,  and  their  families  are  doing  well  at  Boston, 

and  two  of  the  daughters  have  got  married.  [There  were  living  in  their  wretched 
cottage,  measuring  16ft.  by  20ft.,  three  families,  17  persons.] 

' '  M F ,  the  girl  sent  out  with  the  C M 's,  stayed  in  Vermont, 

and  is  doing  well. 

"  M M and  her  12dol.  a  month,  at  Pittsfield,  you  have,  of  course, 

heard  of." 


A  friend  writes  from  Roundstone,  April  11th,  1884,  "The  two  girls,  T 

(sent  out  last  spring  by  the  Committee),  have  sent  home  £3  each  to  their  people 
to  help  them  with  the  spring  work." 
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My  district  this  year  has  comprised  the  whole  of  the  Union  of  Oughter- 
»rd,  with  the  exception  of  one  townland  situated  to  the  West  of  Clifden. 

In  the  Northern  part  of  the  Union,  which  was  not  referred  to  in  my 
instructions  last  year,  advantage  has  been  largely  taken  this  year  of  the 
offer  of  assistance  ;  and  this  locality  should  not  be  overlooked  in  any  future 
operations  of  the  Committee. 

In  the  highly  congested  districts  in  which  it  has  been  my  lot  to  work, 
the  cases  are  exceptional  in  which  a  complete  holding  is  in  the  occupation 
of  a  single  tenant ;  and  many  of  the  families  who  emigrated  held  no  land 
directly  from  the  landlord.  But  all  were  more  or  less  dependent  on  the 
land  for  their  support ;  and  59  holdings,  or  parts  of  holdings,  of  the  average 
value  of  .£2  14s.,  have  been  vacated  by  emigrants  ;  and  have  passed  into  the 
hands  of  the  remaining  joint  tenants — except,  I  believe,  in  six  cases,  in 
which  the  landlord  intends  to  resume  possession  with  a  view  to  future 
readjustment  of  the  holdings. 

The  total  numbers  who  emigrated  were  719  to  the  States,  and  50  to 
Queensland. 

The  719  comprised  118  families,  646  persons,  and  73  individuals, 
34  male  and  39  female,  being  members  of  families  whom  for  various 
reasons  I  could  not  have  recommended  for  emigration,  but  who  stand  in 
great  need  of  the  pecuniary  help  which  they  will  now  receive  from 
America.    All  the  single  individuals  were  consigned  to  near  relatives. 

The  ages  are  shown  in  the  annexed  table : 


Sex. 

Over  40  years. 

12  to  40  years. 

1  to  12  years. 

Infants. 

Total. 

Females 

18 
15 

199 

278 

95 
86 

17 
11 

329 
390 

Totals 

33 

477 

181 

28 

719 

The  emigrants  were  booked  to  upwards  of  40  destinations  in  16  States. 
It  will  be  observed  that  Pennsylvania  attracted  the  largest  number,  and 
this  is  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  recommendations  which  may  often  be 
found  in  letters  from  America  of  men  who  claim  experience  in  other  States, 
that  Pennsylvania  is  "  the  best  place  for  a  man  to  come  to  who  is  able  and 
willing  to  work,"  since  between  coal  mines  and  iron  works,  river  steamers, 
railroads,  and  contractors'  work,  such  a  man  may  obtain  employment  the 
whole  year  round. 

Next  to  Pennsylvania,  Minnesota  is  the  favourite  State,  and,  to  judge 
from  letters  produ  ced  by  emigrants,  the  city  of  St.  Paul  grows  apace,  and 
offers  almost  unlimited  employment  during  eight  months  in  the  year. 

The  following  table  will  give  some  idea  of  the  condition  of  the  Electoral 
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Divisions  from  which  applications  for  assistance  to  emigrate    have   chiefly 

coma 

OTTGHTERAED     UNION. 


Electoral 

Kate  Book. 

Census,  1881. 

Emigration. 

(Divisions. 

Holdings 
STo.  1. 

Total 
value  of 
holdings 

Houses. 

Popu- 
lation. 

1S8S. 

1884. 

Total. 

740 

458 

Per 

Cent,  of 
Popu- 
lation. 

Remarks. 

Xettermore   \ 

and          V 

Craromna..  \ 

Crumpaua  ., 

N.B.  —  Two 

tioldings,  £122 
■are  eliminated 
Ifor    the    pur- 
poses  of    this 
table. 

436 
285 

£1343 
818 

765 
415 

! 

4382 
2473 

553 
322 

187 
136 

•171 
•185 

There  should  re- 
main, therefore, 
about  3642  people 
(from  650  to  700 
families)  on  496 
holdings,  of  the 
value  of  £1343,  or 
7s,  4£d,  per  head. 

There  should  re- 
main about  2015 
people  (nearly  400 
families)  on  285  hold- 
ings, of  the  value  of 
£818,  or  8s.  Id.  per 
head. 

The  next  table  shows  the  quality  of  land  of  which  the  holdings  consist, 


and  the  amount  of  Poor  Rate  charged  thereon. 


Electoral 

Area  in 

Acres. 

Valuation, 

Poor  Kate  in  <ihe  £, 

Division. 

Per  Acre. 

Per  Head 
of  Popu- 
lation. 

Present 

ptr£ 

valuation. 

•s.     d. 

5      9 

$      0 

4      9 

La^t 
Previous. 

Average 

of 
7  vears. 

REMARKS, 

iLettermore 

d-aromna , . . 

Crumpaun  

4037 
7388 
8492 

s.     d. 

2      2\ 

2      5 

s,      d. 

5  6 

6  6^ 

7  7 

s.      d. 
6      0 

■2      '9 

5      6* 

s.     d. 

4      Oi 

3  3 

4  41 

*  This  was  an  ab- 
normal rate,  caused 
by  the  eviction  and 
out-door     mainten- 
ance of  150  families 
.at  one  time. 

For  comparison  of  parts  with 
appended,  dealing  with  87  per  cent, 
three  Electoral  Divisions,  in  nearly 


the  whole,  a  list  of  16  townlands  is 
of  the  total  population,  in  1881,  of  the 
equal  proportion  for  each. 


Townland. 

Per  Acre 

s.      d. 

1 

..         0     8| 

2 

®    7 

:3 

1    2J 
1     9$ 

4 

5 

2     4 

6 

2    0 

7 

...        2    6jr 

8 

...         1     8J 

9 

3    0 

10 

1     2J 

11 

...        4    6* 

12 

5     0 

13 

...        1    7i 

14 

18 

15 

3     0 

16 

...         5     9} 

Valuation.* 

Per  Head. 
s.      d. 

2  8f 

3  2£ 


3 
3 
4 

4 
4 


3 
3 

3i 
3| 
6* 


5  10 
$  0 

6  5 
6  9| 

6  10 

O  i.X'2 

7  © 


Area  in  Acres 

per  head 
of  Population. 

4'2 

555 

2-7 

1-8 

1 

2' 

r 
3- 

2- 

5- 

1-4 

1-36 

42 

4-2 

2  35 

126 


•84 

1 

1 

•2 


Remarks. 
260  people. 

735     „ 

1407     „ 

1347     „ 


2206      „ 


Total 


5955 


,,.on  16,850 
acres. 


*  Average  Valuation  of  16  Townlands,  per  Acre  Is.  10£d. 

per  Head  5s.  5d- 


£? 
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The  state  of  things  thus  shown  has  been  somewhat  improved  by- 
emigration,  but  deducting  1 7 J  per  cent,  of  the  population  above  given,  there 
would  still  remain  about  900  families  on  the  16  townlands  ;  which,  with  the 
houses  on  them,  are  valued  at  £1,616,  or  not  quite  £1  16s.  per  family. 

The  16  townlands  referred  to  in  the  last  table  are  taken  in  the  order 
of  their  poverty  from  the  three  Electoral  Divisions  as  a  whole  district ;  but, 
selecting  the  poorest  townlands  in  each  Electoral  Division  separately,  I  find 
that  in  six  villages  of  one  of  them  upwards  of  300  families  remain  (either 
as  tenants,  joint-tenants,  sub-tenants,  or  conacre  tenants),  on  holdings, 
of  which  the  average  valuation  is  30s.  per  family  ;  that  in  another  of  the 
divisions  130  of  the  whole  number  of  families  are  on  holdings  averaging 
31s.  per  family  ;  while,  in  the  third  division,  the  average  value  of  the 
holdings  gives  £1    14s.  per  family  for  upwards  of  400  families. 

The  above  figures  must  not  be  taken  to  imply  that  the  holdings  are 
equally  distributed  among  the  families.  A  few  tenants  are  comfortable 
while  the  many  are  very  poor.  But  there  can  be  no  question  that,  not- 
withstanding the  considerable  relief  afforded  by  emigration  in  the  last  two 
years,  congestion  still  exists  in  a  serious  degree.  The  people  are  dependent 
on  the  land,  and  the  land,  as  now  cultivated,  will  not  support  them. 

How  then,  looking  to  the  future,  is  the  condition  of  this  population  to 
be  improved,  and  placed  above  the  risk  of  disaster  in  bad  years  1  Can  the 
soil,  the  climate,  or  the  system  of  agriculture  be  changed  for  the  abetter  ? 
Will  fisheries  be  established?  Is  it  likely  that  the  bog-and-mountain 
waste  will  be  reclaimed,  or  that  the  people  will  be  offered,  and  will  em- 
brace, the  opportunity  of  migrating  to  other  parts  of  Ireland  ?  The  future 
must  answer.  Assistance  to  emigrate  has  been  accepted  by  families  as  a 
great  boon ;  and  will,  I  am  convinced,  be  asked  for  again, 

The  number  of  applications  made  to  me  this  year  is  fairly  represented 
by  the  number  of  emigrants  who  have  sailed.  The  applicants  appeared 
well  informed  as  to  their  prospects,  and  were  prepared  with  letters  from 
their  friends.  In  no  case  had  I  to  refuse  an  application  in  consequence  of 
the  weakness  of  a  family.  In  a  very  few  cases  families  were  prevented  by 
sickness  from  going,  or  changed  their  minds  before  the  time  of  departure 
arrived. 

Up  to  the  time  of  leaving  my  district,  though  I  made  diligent 
inquiries,  I  had  not  heard  of  a  single  complaint  from  those  who  emigrated 
last  year  to  the  States.  "  Doing  well  "  was  the  answer,  either  in  form 
or  substance,  which  I  invariably  received. 


Extracts  are  appended  from  a  few  of  the  letters  produced  by  intending 
emigrants  from  their  friends  in  the  States. 

(1)  "  I  am  glad  to  hear  that  you  are  going  to  come  to  this  country.  You 
will  find  that  this  is  a  good  country,  where  your  children  will  get  good  schooling 
and  brought  up  like  ladies  and  gentlemen  ;  and  young  and  old  can  be  earning  a 
dollar  any  time  through  the  year,  for  we  ourselves  must  hire  a  good  deal  of 
help." 
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(2)  **  We  have  a  good  farm  and  a  good  lot  of  stock.  Times  are  very  good 
Siere  at  present.     This  is  a  good  country  for  a  man  to  live  in,     I  would  not  go 

hack  to to  live  if  I  were  to  get   the  whole  village  free  gratis  for  my 

lifetime.  Every  man  is  a  gentleman  here,  rich  or  poor,  if  he  behaves  himself. 
Any  honest,  industrious  man  can  get  rich  here,  while  a  man  too  fond  of 
drinking  and  stealing  will  be  poor  all  liis  lifetime.  A  drunkard  is  a  disgrace  to 
Iris  country  or  any  community  he  is  in.  I  have  liquor  in  my  house  all  the 
i;ime,  and  drink  when  [  feel  like  doing  so,  but  will  not  get  drunk,  and  have  no 

use  for  any  person  who  would  do  so.  I  keep  four  men  on  my  farm,  and  pay 
them  15doL  to  20dol.  a  month.  A  fifth  of  this  amount  will  keep  a  man  in  ail 
aiecessaries  he  would  want.  In  summer  time  I  do  have  from  100  to  200  men 
employed  on  public  work  at  far  higher  wages,  but  would  consider  the  first 
better,  as  it  is  steady.     There  is  a  nice  Catholic  church  within  three  miles  of 

my  place. 

(3)  "I  received  a   letter  from a  week  ago.     He    is  getting   45dol. 

«a  month  ;  he  is  doing  the  best  of  all  that  came  from  that  part  of  the  country," 

(4)  "I  hope  we  will  be  able  to  meet  you,  with  three  cheers  and  thousand 
welcomes.  Ye  need  not  be  afraid,  if  ye  come  to  this  country,  that  ye  will 
starve  with  the  hunger.     I  will  have  house  and  furniture  ready  before  you." 

To  these  might  be  added  many  more  which,  however,  would  read  only 
'as  a  repetition  of  much  that  has  been  already  published.  I  will  conclude 
with  a  letter  from  the  head  of  a  family  who  emigrated  last  year,  and  who 
is  anxious  that  all  his  relations  should  join  him. 

"  I  received  your  kind  and  welcome  letter,  which  gave  me  the  greatest  plea- 
sure, and  to  hear  that  ye  are  coming  out  here.  And  come  out  ;  and  'tis  the 
best  place  in  the  world,  and  no  mistake.  We  are  very  comfortable  here,  and 
doing  well.  My  dear  sister,  have  courage  and  don't  be  a  bit  afraid  coming  to  this 
(country.  Have  lots  of  courage,  and  come  eut  right  off.  My  dear  mother,  let 
.nothing  in  the  world  prevent  you.  It  is  a  very  good  place  for  you  ;  and  if  I 
would  get  all {his  townland)  for  ever,  I  would  not  go  back  again." 

Speaking  of  himself  in  the  third  person  the  writer  adds  : — 

™  In  regards  of  — 's  appetite,  he  can  consume  three  large  "bowls  of  tea, 

'half-a-dozen  of  eggs,  one  pound  of  beefsteak  regularly  on  each  meal,  together 
with  many  more  choiceable  vegetables  on  table — so  you  see  he  improved  a  buliy 

man  in  appetite  since  he  left  the  old  sod.     . I  am  getting 

-rather  too  stout  for  hard  work." 

Such  letters  shew  at  least  how  highly  the  emigrants  and  their  friends 
appreciate  the  social  and  material  advancement  which  emigration  offers  to 
the  poor  but  intelligent  and  hardy  people  of  the  West  ;  and  they 
constitute  a  sufficient  answer  to  the  allegation  which  has  been  made  that 
i)he  people  have  been  driven  or  enticed  to  their  moral  destruction,  or  to 
.starvation  in  frozen  regions. 

W,  P.  GASKELL. 


Mr.   Tuhe's  Fund.  ■  33 


CAPTAIN  R.  RUTTLEDGE-FAIR'S  REPORT. 


BELMULLET,  NEWPOBT,  AND  SWINFORD  UNIONS, 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  lay  before  you  a  short  report  of  the  arrange- 
ments which  I  was  detailed  by  the  Local  Government  Board  for  Ireland 
to  carry  out  under  the  directions  of  your  Committee  in  the  Belmullet, 
Newport  and  Swinford  Unions  (Co.  Mayo). 

In  these  districts  304  families,  comprising  1,590  persons,  availed  them- 
selves of  the  assistance  offered  by  your  Committee. 

Of  this  number  244  families,  1,310  persons,  went  to  the  United  States, 
32  families,  150  persons,  to  Canada,  and  the  remaining  28  families,  130 
persons,  to  Australia. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  number  of  families  who  this  year  were 
assisted  to  Canada  was  very  small  in  comparison  with  those  sent  to  the 
United  States.  This  may  be  attributed  to  several  causes.  The  very 
good  potato  crop  of  1883  removed  to  a  very  great  extent  the  extreme 
destitution  which  has  unfortunately  existed  in  the  West  of  Ireland  for  the 
last  four  years.  The  reports  of  some  slight  distress  which  prevailed  during 
the  winter  amongst  a  few  families  who  were  assisted  to  emigrate  to  Toronto 
by  several  Boards  of  Guardians  were  eagerly  seized  on  by  the  local  Press — - 
always  hostile  to  emigration — and  were  magnified  to  an  extraordinary 
extent.  The  great  majority  of  the  emigrants  preferred  to  proceed  to  the 
United  States  to  join  their  friends  there,  who  were  ready  to  receive  them, 
and  to  find  them  employment.  Some  families  were  sent  to  Minnesota,  where 
arrangements  were  made  by  Bishop  Ireland  for  their  reception.  A  certain 
number  were  sent  to  Australia,  some  to  Queensland,  others  to  New  South 
Wales,  while  a  few  persons  went  to  Tasmania  and  Western  Australia.  The 
accounts  from  these  Colonies  sent  home  by  former  Mayo  emigrants  are  most 
encouraging,  and  advantage  was  eagerly  taken  of  the  facilities  afforded 
by  the  Committee.  I  have  little  hesitation  in  saying  that  next  year  a 
very  much  larger  number  (particularly  from  Belmullet  and  Newport 
Unions)  will  most  anxiously  look  for  assistance  to  enable  them  to  emigrate 
to  Australia. 

The    arrangements    for    embarking    the    emigrants    carried    out   iq 
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Belmullet  and  Newport  Unions  were  similar  to  those  adopted  last  season, 
riz.,  the  emigrants  assembled  at  Elly  Bay,  and  were  conveyed  by  H.M.S. 
" Orwell"  and  "Wasp"  to  the  Allan  Line  steamers,  lying  in  Blacksod  Bay. 

In  the  Swinford  Union — a  new  district,  with  a  population  of  some 
53,000  persons — it  was  necessary  to  make  somewhat  different  arrange- 
ments from  those  carried  out  last  year  by  the  Board  of  Guardians,  who 
were  then  "  The  Local  Emigrating  Authority." 

The  Allan  Line  sent  their  steamers  into  Clew  Bay  (Westport),  and  the 
emigrants  were  conveyed  by  special  train  from  Swinford.  These  arrange- 
ments were  most  successful,  and  the  expense  and  inconvenience  of  ^bringing 
the  people  to  either  Galway  or  Queenstown  was  thus  avoided. 

The  several  embarkations  for  Blacksod  and  Clew  Bay  were  successfully 
carried  out  by  the  gunboats  without  the  slightest  mishap  occurring. 

With  regard  to  the  disposal  of  the  holdings  vacated  by  the  emigrants — 
perhaps  the  most  important  question  connected  with  family  emigration — it 
will  be  remembered  that,  in  the  return  which  I  furnished  to  the  Committee 
last  year,  124  holdings  were  returned  as  "waste  "  land  or  "  in  the  possession 
of  the  landlord."  From  inquiries  which  have  been  made,  it  appears  that  a 
very  considerable  number  of  these  holdings  have  since  been  relet  by  the 
landlord  to  neighbouring  tenants,  thereby  affording  a  further  proof  that 
the  "  family  "  emigration,  conducted  by  the  Committee  last  season,  led  to  a 
very  great  consolidation  of  holdings. 

I  append  to  this  report  a  summary  of  the  disposal  of  the  holdings  left 
vacant  by  the  departure  of  emigrants  from  the  Mayo  districts  this  year. 
It  will  be  seen  that  127  holdings  have  already  been  consolidated,  in  most 
cases  the  owners  having  disposed  of  their  interest  previous  to  their  de- 
parture, while  in  some  few  instances  the  landlords  have  already  relet  to 
neighbouring  tenants :  44  holdings  have  reverted  to  the  landlords 
either  by  eviction  or  by  voluntary  surrender  on  the  part  of  the  emigrants  ; 
in  the  latter  case  small  sums  have  been  often  paid  for  "  peaceable  "  sur- 
render ;  22  holdings  are  "waste,"  no  possession  having  been  given  to  the  land- 
lord and  no  legal  steps  having  been  yet  taken  to  regain  possession;  while  only 
12  holdings  have  passed  to  new  tenants,  and  they  include  three  or  four 
holdings  which  were  given  by  the  emigrants  to  local  traders  for  shop  debts 
due  by  them. 

It  is  thus  apparent  that  very  considerable  consolidation  has  again  taken 
place  in  these  districts,  and  it  is  more  than  probable,  judging  from  last 
year's  experience,  that  most  of  the  holdings  now  unoccupied  and  classed  as 
"  waste  "  will  very  shortly  be  relet  to  other  tenants.  Some  holdings,  both 
this  year  as  well  as  last  year,  have  undoubtedly  gone  out  of  cultivation, 
and  it  is  extremely  improbable  that  they  will  ever  again  be  occupied, — the 
wonder  being  how  they  ever  came  to  be  cultivated,     It  is  certain  that  t,k§ 
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occupiers  of  *ttch  holdings  never  could,  nor  indeed  ever  did,  live  on  the 
produce  of  the  land.  Some  lived  there  for  the  purpose  of  fishing,  others 
manufactured  "  Kelp,"  whilst  many  were  employed  as  labourers  by  the 
landlords.  Fishing  in  shallow  water  is  now  useless,  and  the  people  possess 
neither  the  boats  nor  the  gear  to  enable  them  to  follow  into  deeper  water 
the  enormous  shoals  of  fish  which  undoubtedly  still  remain  near 
distance  from  the  coast  \  the  "  Kelp  "  trade  is  unprofitable  since  foreign 
competition  has  reduced  the  price  from  <£5  and  £6  per  ton  to  30s. ; 
whilst  absenteeism  on  the  one  hand,  and  decreased  rentals  on  the  other, 
make  the  chance  of  obtaining  work  from  the  landed  proprietors  a  thing 
of  the  past. 

Besides  the  undoubted  benefit  which  has  accrued  from  "consolidation  "  of 
holdings,  Belmullet  Union  has  derived  further  indirect  benefit  from  "family" 
emigration.  In  February,  1883,  the  inmates  of  Belmullet  Workhouse 
numbered  151  persons,  and  there  were  also  91  persons  on  outdoor  relief. 
In  the  corresponding  period  of  1884 — before  this  year's  emigration — the 
inmates  were  77,  and  those  on  outdoor  relief  were  reduced  to  56.  This 
very  large  reduction  must  have  a  most  appreciable  and  beneficial  effect  on 
the  financial  circumstances  of  the  Union.  At  the  same  time  I  fear  that 
in  consequence  of  the  poverty  of  the  district  the  Poor's  Rate  in  Belmullet 
Union,  under  existing  circumstances,  is  not  likely  to  be  less  than  between 
5s.  and  6s.  in  the  pound. 

I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  to  the  Committee  that  emigration  from 
Mayo,  in  its  most  minute  details,  has  been  successfully  carried  out, 
and  that  the  energy  and  ability  of  the  staff  employed  was  most  praise- 
worthy, and  I  am  much  indebted  to  the  invaluable  assistance  which  I 
received,  both  this  year  as  well  as  last,  from  Mr.  J.  A.  Nolan,  Belmullet. 
— I  have  the  honour  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  RUTTLEDGE-FAIR. 

July  12th,  1884. 


APPENDIX. 


RETURN    OF    THE    DISPOSAL    OF    HOLDINGS. 


UNIONS,                   I^SAME^TOWNLANI).       NEW  TENANTS,  TO  LANDLORD,         " WASTE "  LAND, 

Belmullet    57 5    19    18 

Newport 32    5     25    4 

Swinford ...      38    2    '. 10    ...............".      0 

Total 127  12                            44                            22* 

*  Though  lliese  holdings  are  returned  as  "  waste,"  it  is  only  owing  to  the  fact  that  legal 

possession  has  not  yet  been  actually  obtained.  ■'■-•-    - 
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MR.   J.    S.    HARVEY'S    REPORT. 


CLIFDEN     UNION. 


CIentlemen, 

Emigration  from  this  district  being  ended  for  the  present 
season,  I  have  been  requested  to  make  a  short  statement  of  the  Work 
I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  carrying  out  under  Mr.  Tuke  during  the  last 
four  months. 

The  number  of  applicants  who  were  entered  upon  the  Relieving 
Officer's  Lists  was  904  (as  against  over  2,000  last  year).  These  consisted 
of  120  families,  containing  550  persons,  the  remainder  being  single 
individuals,  most  of  whom  were  girls.  From  these  lists  339  persons  were 
gradually  selected  and  assisted  to  emigrate. 

The  first  shipment  from  Galway  took  place  on  the  14th  April,  and  the 
last  on  the  24th  May.  Forty =seven  families,  consisting  of  256  persons,  and 
65  individuals,  making  a  total  of  321  people,  were  sent  to  the  United 
States,  and  six  families,  19  persons,  and  seven  individuals,  making 
26  altogether,  were  sent  to  Canada. 

Those  sent  to  the  United  States  were  distributed  over  37  destinations, 
55  going  to  four  special  places  in  Minnesota  and  Wisconsin,  and  78 
to  other  Western  districts,  the  remaining  180  being  scattered  over  30 
different  places  in  the  Eastern  States.  All  those  not  sent  to  special 
Western  destinations  had  good  letters  from  relatives  at  the  places  to 
which  they  were  sent.  The  26  .persons  who  went  to  Canada  were  distributed 
amongst  eight  destinations,  all,  with  the  exception  of  four  individuals, 
going  to  near  relations  who  were  well  able  to  provide  for  them,  and  most 
anxious  that  they  should  come  out* 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  numbers  assisted  by  the  Committee  this 
year  show  a  very  large  decrease  from  last,  the  difference  being  nearly  1,250. 
I  consider  this  reduction  in  numbers  may  be  very  largely  attributed  to  the 
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fact  that  the  potato  crop  in  this  Union  was  last  year  a  very  good  one,  and 
consequently  a  much  larger  proportion  of  the  population  were  able  to 
exist  on  their  holdings  during  the  past  winter  than  has  been  the  case  for 
the  three  previous  years.  There  has  also  been  a  considerable  amount  of 
opposition  shown  to  the  work  of  the  Committee  by  some  sections 
of  the  community,  who  are  anxious  to  keep  the  people  in  the 
country,  no  matter  how  miserable  the  condition  may  be  in  which 
they  have  to  live.  The  Clifden  Board  of  Guardians  likewise 
passed  two  resolutions  calling  upon  the  relieving  officers  in  the 
several  districts  (1)  to  discontinue  their  connection  with  emigration,  and 
(2)  to  resign  their  appointments  under  the  Board  for  not  conforming  to 
the  terms  of  the  first  resolution.  It  was,  therefore,  deemed  advisable  to 
dispense  with  the  services  of  these  officers,  which  was  done  on  the  10th 
May,  but  this  in  no  way  affected  the  proper  carrying  out  of  the  work  that 
remained  to  be  done.  If,  unfortunately,  the  potato  crop  fails  this  year  to 
any  serious  extent,  I  am  convinced  that  the  demand  for  assisted  emigration 
will  be  as  great  and  as  urgent  at  the  commencement  of  next  year  as  it  was  in 
1882  and  1883  ;  and  that  no  amount  of  adverse  pressure  that  can  be  brought 
to  bear  will  induce  the  people  to  remain  on  holdings  which  cannot  ])?'ovide  them 
with  a  bare  subsistence,  if  they  have  the  opportunity  of  going  to  a  country 
where  every  industrious  and  able-bodied  man  is  able  to  earn  a  good  livelihood 
for  himself  and  his  family. 

It  may  be  noticed  that  a  larger  number  of  individuals  in  proportion  to 
the  families  have  been  sent  from  the  Oarna  and  Roundstone  districts  than 
from  the  other  parts  of  the  Union,  the  total  number  being  40,  of  whom 
34  were  girls.  These  are  the  two  poorest  districts  in  the  Clifden  Union, 
more  especially  the  former,  where  there  is  absolutely  no  employment  for 
female  labour  beyond  the  carrying  of  turf,  seaweed,  &c,  and  it  would  have 
been  a  very  easy  matter  to  have  selected  100  girls,  most  suitable  for 
emigration,  from  the  applicants  in  the  Carna  district  alone.  The  desire 
on  the  part  of  individuals  to  emigrate  is  increased  to  a  great  extent  by 
the  fact  that  the  girls  who  have  been  assisted  by  the  Committee  in  previous 
years,  have  done  well  and  sent  a  very  large  amount  of  money  home  to 
their  friends,  and  some  instances  have  come  to  my  knowledge  of  a  girl 
sending  her  parents  as  much  as  £25  in  a  single  year.  It  is  impossible  to 
estimate  the  great  advantage  which  this  now  of  money  is  to  such  an  ex- 
tremely poor  district,  and  it  is  often  the  only  means  which  the  recipients 
have  of  paying  the  rents  of  their  holdings  and  the  periodical  demands  for 
county  cess,  poor  rates,  d-c.  ;  and  this  fact  is  well  known  and  admitted  by 
those  whose  duty  it  is  to  collect  these  charges.  I  think  that  quite  200  letters 
from  Irish  emigrants  in  the  United  States  and  Canada  to  their  friends  in 
this  country  have  come  under  my  notice  during  the  last  four  months,  and 
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not  more  than   5  per  cent,  of  this  number  contained  anything  that  proved 
the  writers  to  be  otherwise  than  prosperous. 

Of  the  52  families  who  were  assisted  this  year,  35  had  holdings,  the 
remainder  being  simply  labourers  who  had  no  land,  or  families  living  in  the 
same  house  with  relations,  &c.  Of  the  35  holdings  I  believe  that  five  have 
been  given  up  to  the  landlord,  and  eight  are  vacant.  The  majority  of  these 
will  probably  be  taken  by  some  of  the  adjoining  tenants.  Again,  six  were 
held  "  in  Co."  with  one  or  more  other  occupiers,  all  of  whom  have  respec- 
tively acquired  the  share  of  the  land  vacated  by  the  emigrants  ;  two 
sub-tenancies  have  reverted  to  the  head  tenants  ;  ten  have  been  sold  or 
given  up  to  tenants  in  the  same  or  adjoining  townlands,  whose  previous 
holdings  have  been  thus  increased  ;  only  four  have  become  new  tenancies, 
i.e.,  been  taken  by  people,  in  the  same  district,  who  had  no  land  previously. 
Erom  this  it  will  be  seen  that  in  proportion  to  the  families  sent  out,  a 
considerable  number  of  holdings  have  been  cleared  or  partially  relieved  by 
the  work  of  the  present  year,  and  it  must  also  be  borne  in  mind  that  most 
of  the  17  families  who  are  not  returned  as  occupiers  endeavoured  to 
derive  the  greater  part  of  their  subsistence  from  the  small  plots  of  cultivated 
ground  which  are  barely  able  to  support  the  families  of  the  actual  tenants. 

In  conclusion  I  desire  to  express  my  thanks  to  Doctors  Gorham  and 
Kearney  for  the  valuable  assistance  and  information  they  gave  me  in 
connection  with  their  respective  districts,  and  also  to  Mr.  John  Burke,  the 
Clerk  of  the  Union,  for  his  kind  attention  to  all  my  wants  and  wishes.  The 
clothing,  which  was  supplied  as  last  year  by  Messrs.  Pirn,  of  Dublin,  was  of 
very  superior  quality. — I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen,  your  obedient 
servant, 

J.  HARVEY. 


N.B. — In  addition  to  the  above  a  family  from  the  Roundstone  district, 
consisting  of  five  males  and  three  females,  or  five  adults  and  one  infant, 
embarked  at  Gal  way  for  New  York  on  July  11th;  the  total  estimated  cost 


being  £40. 


I 


MR.  TTJKE'S   FUND. 


Sir, 

Herewith  we  beg  to  send  you  a  Statement  of  Account 

of  the  above  Fund  for  the  Year  1884,  and  regret  that,  owing  to 

a   few    outstanding   accounts   which    have    only   recently    been 

settled,  we  have  been  unable  to  send  it  you  earlier. 

We  also  append  a  short  summary  of  the  Receipts  and 
Expenditure  of  the  Fund  from  the  beginning  of  the  work  in 
April,  1882. 

Yours  faithfully, 

SYDNEY     BUXTON,  15,  Eaton  Place,  S.W. 

HOWAKD     HODGKIN,  109,  Park  Street,  W. 
Honorary  Secretaries. 

May,  1885. 
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TABLE  B. 
RECEIPTS  ON  ACCOUNT  OP  SEPARATE  DISTRICTS,  1884. 


Government  Grants. 

Emigrants. 

Total. 

Belmullet,  &c 

£        s.    d. 
9,907     0     0 

2,180     5     0 

4,842     0     1 

723     0     0 

£      s.    d. 

178     0     0 

17  19     0 

55     0     0 

7     0     0 

£        s.    d. 
10,085     0     0 

2,198     4     0 

4,897     0     1 

730     0     0 

Clifden    

Oughterard,  &c 

Arranmore 

Total 

17,652     5     1 

257  19     0 

17,910     4     1 

TABLE  O.       GENERAL  CASH  ACCOUNT,  1884. 


£  s.  d. 

By  Balance,  1st  Jan.,  1884  ...     3,022  10  7 

Table  B     17,910  4  1 

Subscriptions     3,155  17  0 

Sundry    Receipts    (return  on 

clothing      and      railway 

tickets) 124  2  5 

Supplementary  Account  for  1883. 

Government  Grants   335  10  0 

Sundries  18  6  0 


£24,566  10     1 


£        s.     d. 
ToTableA   23,537     5     6 

Grants      to      Emigrants     in 
America 

Mr.      Christy,     salary      and 
travelling  expenses  

General  Working  Expenses... 

Interest  on  Overdraft,  &c.   ... 

Supplementary  Account  for  1883. 

Sundries  96     3 

Balance      at      Bankers      8th 

May,  1885    106     8 


196 

18 

0 

269 

15 
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327 
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32 
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£24,566  10     1 
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WITH    THE     GONNEMABA    EMIGRANTS 
IN    ST.    PAUL,    MINNESOTA. 

In  an  article  entitled  '  With  the  Emigrants,'  which  appeared  in 
this  Review  in  July,  1882,  I  endeavoured  to  give  an  account  of 
the  departure  of  some  hundreds  of  Connemara  emigrants,  who, 
impelled  by  the  privations  which  the  failure  of  the  potato  crops 
in  1880-81  had  inflicted  upon  them,  were  starting  on  their  long 
journey  to  the  New  World,  with  cheerfulness  and  hope.  How 
far  that  '  cheerfulness  and  hope  '  have  been  justified  it  is  my 
present  purpose  to  relate.  This,  fortunately,  I  am  in  a  position 
to  do,  owing  to  the  kindness  of  the  Rev.  Father  Mahony,  who 
in  the  year  1883  accompanied  and  took  charge  of  a  further 
large  detachment  of  emigrants,  who  settled  in  the  State  of 
Minnesota.  Father  Mahony  himself  remained  in  St.  Paul,  and 
accepted  work  there  under  the  well-known  and  excellent  Dr. 
Ireland,  Roman  Catholic  Bishop  of  St.  Paul. 

Before  quoting  Father  Mahony's  letter,  I  may  point  out  that 
during  the  three  years  1882-3-4,  nearly  10,000  emigrants  from 
the  congested  districts  of  Mayo,  Galway,  and  a  few  from 
Donegal  were  assisted  to  emigrate  by  the  committee  of  the 
'  Tuke  Fund,'  supplemented  by  grants  from  the  Treasury.  As 
these  emigrants  were  sent  to  very  numerous  localities  both  in 
Canada  and  the  United  States,  it  will  be  evident  that  the 
following  account,  whilst  similar  in  character  to  those  which 
from  time  to  time  have  beeD  received  of  the  condition  of  the 
emigrants  in  other  places,  only  relates  to  some  of  those  families 
who  are  residing  in  and  near  St.  Paul.  As  pointed  out  in  an 
article  on  '  State-aided  Emigration '  in  this  Review,  of  February 
1885,  'very  favourable  reports  have  from  time  to  time  been 
received  from  the  gentlemen  sent  out  by  the  "Tuke  Committee," 
to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  their  emigrants,  confirmed  by 
official  statements  on  the  part  of  the  Canadian  Government — 
and  even  more  strikingly  evidenced  by  the  letters  of  the 
emigrants  themselves  and  the  large  sums  of  money  annually 
sent  to  their  friends  and  relatives  in  Ireland.' 
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2       THE  CONNEMARA  EMIGRANTS  IN  ST.  PAUL. 

The  peculiar  interest  which  attaches  to  Father  Mahony's 
present  report  is  that  it  gives  a  detailed  account  of  the  progress, 
actual  condition,  and  prospects  of  one  group  of  our  emigrants, 
five  years  after  their  establishment  in  their  new  homes. 

Under  date  of  November  5,  1888,  Father  Mahony  writes  : — 

I  think  I  am  entitled  to  have  an  opinion  worth  hearing  as  to  the  condition  of 
the  '  Tuke  Emigrants  '  to  Minnesota.  I  had  pitied — not  barrenly — their  condition 
at  home ;  I  travelled  with  many  of  them  the  whole  way  from  Galway  to  St.  Paul ; 
1  was  with  them,  trying  to  help  them  through  their  homesickness  and  the  troubles 
of  their  start  in  life  at  this  side.  And  since  then,  frequently  visiting  them  in  their 
homes,  or  meeting  them  in  the  streets,  or  meeting  their  -  several  pastors,  I  have 
been  able  to  inform  myself  as  to  their  condition  and  progress,  and  I  can  say  they 
have  been  lifted  to  quite  a  new  life,  benefited  every  way,  and  are  right  along 
doing  better  and  better.  I  might  mistrust,  as  being  rather  too  favourable  to  the 
change,  my  own  impression  if  it  were  not  backed  up  on  every  side  by  those  of 
pastors  with  continuous  opportunity  for  observations.  But  particularly  and  most 
notably  it  is  backed  by  Bishop  Ireland,  who  declares  lately  that  the  change  in  their 
condition,  and  in  themselves  and  their  prospects,  in  every  way,  is  positively  mar- 
vellous, and  that  '  they  have  become  a  most  valuable  and  important  addition  to  the 
community. '  That  Minnesota  has  been  a  land  of  fulfilment  is  very  tellingly  shown 
by  the  numbers  who  have  every  year  kept  coming  on  from  Toronto  and  other  places 
in  Canada  and  from  Ireland,  encouraged  by  the  good  accounts  and  often  helped  by 
the  prepaid  passage  tickets  of  their  friends  in  St.  Paul. 

The  continuous  growth  and  improvement  of  the  twin  cities,  St.  Paul  and 
Minneapolis,  these  late  years  has  been  occasioning  an  unlimited  demand  for  just 
the  sort  of  labour  and  service  suited  to  immigrants  from  Ireland — common  labour 
for  men  and  boys,  and  housework  for  girls.  With  streets  in  every  direction  to  be 
opened  and  graded,  or  widened,  and  again  and  again  cut  through  for  sewer-pipes, 
water-pipes,  gas-pipes,  there  has  been  every  year,  from  the  opening  of  spring  until 
well  into  winter,  work  for  every  comer  who  could  handle  a  pick  or  a  shovel,  and 
never  at  less  than  a  dollar  and  a  half  a  day,  and  during  part  of  the  time  a  dollar 
and  three-quarters  and  even  two  dollars  a  day.  Even  in  the  winter,  when  no  more 
grading  of  the  roads  could  be  done,  men  got  a  dollar  and  three-quarters  a  day  for 
only  clearing  off  the  snow  and  ice  from  the  side-walks  and  the  street-car  tracts. 
In  St.  Paul  particularly  the  '  Ice  Palace '  has  served  to  prolong  work  and  keep  up 
wages  all  through  the  winter.  And  at  the  same  time  that  there  is  work  for  men 
out  of  doors  there  is  also  a  constant  demand  for  females  indoors,  in  private  families, 
hotels,  boarding-houses,  laundries,  at  wages  ranging  from  eight  to  sixteen  dollars  a 
month  for  ordinary  housework.  In  this  line  the  demand  is  always  in  excess  of 
the  supply.  So  the  Irish  emigrants  could  not  but  find  it  well  for  them  to  be  here. 
Really,  even  a  little  nurse-girl,  only  able  to  wheel  around  a  perambulator,  might 
support  all  alone  a  large  family.  .  .  .  And  as  none  of  the  emigrant  families  are 
without  some  wage-earners,  and  most  of  them  having  several,  they  have  been  taking 
and  saving  such  sums  of  money  as  no  outsider  could  have  a  notion  of  till  he  calcu- 
lated them,  or  some  accident  revealed  them  to  him.  Where  the  ordinary  impression 
may  be  to  the  contrary,  it  is  usually  a  case  of  more  developed  '  aquisitiveness.'  As 
contrasted  with  an  American  artisan's  neat  house,  aud  even  with  a  Scandinavian, 
or  German,  or  poor  Polish  immigrant's  interiorly  home-like  shanty,  the  'Conne- 
mara's '  home  is  deceptive.  It  is  often  bare,  unpartitioned,  unplastered,  unpapered 
— such  as  his  former  poverty,  or  abiding  fear  of  '  a  rise '  of  rent  upon  any  show  of 
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'style,'  has  trained  his  soul,  without  any  aesthetic  torture,  to  look  at  and  live  in. 
And  sometimes  when  benevolent  people,  whether  on  the  part  of  the  city  or  some 
private  society,  go  in  quest  of  objects  of  charity,  they  can  get  accommodated,  of 
course.  But  let  not  even  the  priest  expect  to  get  to  know  and  note  down  what, 
when  the  occasion  arises,  can  be  produced  from  the  red  box  or  the  rafters,  in  rolls 
of  greenbacks  or  deposit  certificates  for  hundreds  of  dollars,  and  beyond.  Flour, 
bread,  meat,  groceries,  and  the  common  sort  of  wearables,  are  comparatively  very 
cheap ;  of  even  the  beer  this  may  be  said,  that  it  is  '  werry  fillin '  at  the  price,  a 
dollar  for  a  ten-gallon  keg.  So  that  if  the  Irish  immigrants  do  not,  after  a  couple 
of  years  like  these  coming,  or  poor  as  they  are  from  other  countries,  own  their  own 
houses  and  lots,  free  of  all  burden  of  rent  for  ever,  it  is  because  they  do  not  set 
their  minds  on  doing  so.  They  are  afraid,  traditionally,  of  putting  their  savings 
anywhere  but  into  the  stocking  or  the  bank.  Being  so  accustomed  to  rent,  they 
easily  fall  into  renting  still,  and  come  in  a  few  years  to  have  paid  out  in  rent  for 
the  passing  use  of  a  house  as  much  as  might  have  bought  it  outright  or  built  one, 
free  for  ever  ;  and  again,  seeing  limitless  ground  lying  idle  around  them  or  growing 
weeds,  they  cannot  readily  see  the  benefit  of  paying  some  hundreds  of  dollars,  it 
may  be,  for  a  few  square  feet  of  it.  They  have  on  this  account  missed  splendid 
opportunities.  Even  now,  however,  the  poorest  may  begin  to  own  their  little 
places  by  aid  of  some  safe  building  society.  By  the  end  of  1887  a  good  number  of 
the  assisted  emigrants  had  bought  and  owned  their  houses  and  lots  ;  and,  after 
their  example,  and  favoured  by  the  continuons  good  wages  and  the  temporary  set- 
back in  the  price  of  real  estate,  doubtless  a  great  many  more  will  have  done  so  by 
the  end  of  this  year,  l 

This  landed-proprietorship,  with  all  that  it  involves,  is  a  great  means  of  incor- 
porating them  into  the  social  and  civic  life  of  the  rest  of  the  population.  This  is 
being  done  right  along,  even  with  the  old.  The  close  balance  of  the  two  political 
parties  serves  to  hurry  it  up.  The  meetings  for  Church  services,  with  the  more 
old-settled  and  the  natives,  has  strong  influence  in  this  direction.  The  young  men 
of  the  '  greenhorns '  need  but  a  short  time  to  get,  in  dress  and  speech  and  look,  into 
'  the  hang '  of  the  country ;  the  young  women  still  less  ;  it  is  marvellous  how  they 
brighten  up  and  improve  every  way.  With  hardly  an  exception  the  girls  of  '  the 
Connemaras '  are  respected  and  trusted  and  treasured  as  wives  or  domestics.  So 
with  the  little  girls  of  the  several  families,  even  where  their  brothers  are  slovenly, 
or  loafers  and  bad,  they  are  cleanly  and  bright,  and  eager  to  go  to  school  and  church 
and  Sunday-school,  and  everywise  the  peers  of  their  best  American  coevals,  or  ahead 
of  them,  as  I  thought.  In  even  the  most  poor-looking  shanties  there  are  abundant 
supplies  of  the  very  best  kind  of  food :  sacks  of  wheat  flour,  loaves  of  the  whitest 
bread  (home-made  and  baker's),  butter,  groceries  of  the  primest  brand,  meat,  even 
fresh  butcher's  meat — more  meat,  and  more  belief  in  it,  and  more  of  the  butcher's 
labour  in  it,  than  is  good  for  the  people's  pockets  and  health.  Not  in  the  best 
hotels  have  I  been  able  to  sniff  the  full  '  Oolong '  aroma  as  from  the  black  porcelain 
teapots  in  the  shanties  of  the  '  Connemaras. '  That  these  want  the  '  best '  is  well 
known  to  the  grocers,  and  it  is  got  for  them.  I  have  no  doubt  they  spend  for 
groceries  three  or  four  times  as  much  as  others.  The  vast  improvement  in  their 
condition  is  often  heartily  averted  to  by  the  emigrants.  They  are  not  merely  satisfied 
but  '  enthused  '  with  the  change.  If  any  wish  to  see  again  Old  Ireland  it  is  as 
American  tourists. 

It  would  add  unspeakably  to  the  comfort  and  the  start  and  the  constant 
earning-power  and  the  social  standing  of  emigrants  if,  before  leaving  Ireland,  they 

1  '  P.S. — Nov.  8,  1888.  They  have  done  so,  one  of  them  assured  me  yesterday  : 
"There's  hardly  one  now  but  what  has  got  a  lot  in  some  shape."  ' 
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were  posted  on  how  to  do  and  live  and  work  here.  Surely  it  would  be  possible, 
easy  even,  at  fairs  and  pattens  and  church-service  gatherings,  by  plain  speech  and 
object  illustrations,  to  instruct  the  vast  numbers  destined  to  emigrate  on  how  to  do 
at  this  side,  the  males  and  the  females  in  their  several  lines  :  how  to  get  about 
building  and  fixing  up  a  shanty,  to  manage  the  American  stove,  to  cook  and  keep 
house  economically.  The  pork  gone  for,  and  fetched  from  the  butcher's  at  eight  or 
ten  cents  the  pound,  could  be  bought  in  a  dressed  hog  for  three  cents,  or  live  for 
two.  And  so  of  other  things.  The  actual  exhibition  of  the  extra  handful  of  heavy 
dollar-pieces  to  be  secured  in  one  month  by  handiness  in  cooking,  baking,  laundry- 
work,  &c,  would  wake  up  many  an  otherwise  heedless  girl  to  become  in  no  time 
a  proficient  in  all  these,  and  able  at  this  side  to  get  anything  she  could  ask  in  wages 
and  general  treatment.  And  so  for  other  kinds  of  crafts.  The  genius  of  this 
country  and  the  dearness  of  labour  calls  for  all-round  handiness.  Dull  German 
and  Scandinavian  boys  will  in  a  week  or  less  qualify  themselves  to  run  a  steam- 
heating  engine,  and  thereby  have  open  to  them  the  chances  of  forty-five  dollars  a 
month  when,  without  this  bit  of  knowledge,  they  would  have  to  take  only  ten  or 
fifteen-dollars,  or  even  be  idle.  Last  spring,  on  a  building  in  front  of  my  house, 
Scandinavians  and  others  were  getting  in  the  several  lines  of  work  from  two  dollars 
fifty  cents  up  to  seven  dollars  the  day,  the  last  for  plain  brick-setting;  two  Irish- 
men were  at  the  painful,  dangerous  hod-carrying  for  only  one  dollar  fifty  cents. 
Women  sometimes  fall  into  the  habit  of  daily  beer-parties,  for  want  of  something 
to  do, whilst  they  might  have — only  they  have  never  contemplated  the  thing — 
regular  rounds  of  little  jobs  at  scrubbing  and  housework,  and  earn  even  more  than 
their  husbands.  It  is  only  some  time  after  reaching  America  that  they  learn  how 
other  women  do,  and  how  they  might  do,  but  meantime  they  have  settled  down 
into  doing  nothing,  and  they  stay  there.  And  the  drink,  in  view  of  the  immense 
numbers  always  coming  to  America,  and  in  the  all-in-all-ness  here  of  sobriety,  of 
total  abstinence  even — all  the  drink  of  the  old  country  ought  to  be  made  bitter  and 
nauseous,  as  with  aloes,  so  as  to  utterly  disgust  and  wean  people  from  all  desire  or 
taste  for  it ;  or  better  yet,  the  grain  wasted  to  make  it  should  be  saved  to  stop 
hunger  and  the  chronic  wail  of  distress ;  and  the  manufacture  of  the  worthless, 
mischievous  thing  should  entirely  cease. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  very  interesting  summary, 
Father  Mahoney  gives  a  detailed  report  of  visits  recently  paid 
to  over  fifty  of  oar  Connemara  families  in  or  near  St.  Panl.  It 
would  occupy  far  too  much  space  to  give  his  report  of  the 
whole,  but  the  following  cases,  selected  from  among  them,  are 
fairly  representative  and  cannot,  I  think,  be  read  without 
surprise,  nay,  even  amazement  at  the  extraordinarily  rapid 
progress  and  wellbeing  of  these  poor  people. 

No.  1. — T.  F.,  notwithstanding  that  he  brought  with  him  from  the  old  country 
a  good  deal  of  sickness  in  his  family  and  a  rather  feeble  constitution  in  himself,  has 
already  reached  a  quite  independent  position.  His  three  girls,  aged  21,  15,  and  14, 
had  places  in  the  Ryan  Hotel,  one  at  fourteen  dollars  and  the  other  two  at  twelve 
dollars  each  per  month,  with  their  board.  One  of  his  boys  was  what  would  be 
called  east  and  in  the  old  country  '  on  service,'  but  it  is  not  called  so  here  ;  he  was 
'  hired  out '  with  some  gentlemen  in  the  city  for  fourteen  dollars  a  month  and  board. 
And  the  boy  worked  day  by  day,  at  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  day.  T.  F. 
himself  had  constant  work,  summer  and  winter,  at  one  dollar  fifty  cents  per  day. 
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With  his  own  and  the  young  people's  earnings  he  had  bought,  for  650  dollars,  a  lot 
and  a  house.  This  house  is  thirty  feet  by  twenty  feet,  has  four  or  five  separate 
apartments,  snugly  plastered,  and  comfortably  and  even  neatly  furnished  ;  the  front 
parlour  an  esquire  need  not  be  ashamed  of.  The  house  and  furniture  were  insured 
for  a  thousand  dollars. 

No.  2. —  A.  O'D.,  with  his  three  or  four  sons  and  one  daughter,  lives  in  the  same 
block  as  T.  F.,  in  the  north-western  side  of  St.  Paul.  They  have  been  doing  very 
well.  The  girl  helps  the  mother  to  keep  house,  and  the  boys  and  father  work  out. 
For  about  four  months  of  the  year  they  have  been  getting  each  two  dollars  a  day,  and 
the  day,  it  should  be  understood,  is  from  7  a.m.  to  6  p.m.,  with  an  hour  off  for  dinner. 
In  the  shorter  days  of  winter,  work  ceases  at  5  or  4.30,  and  the  pay  drops  to  one 
dollar  fifty  cents  or  one  dollar  twenty-five  cents.  The  O'D.'s  had  bought  two  lots, 
costing  one  600  and  the  other  500  dollars,  and  had  built  and  furnished  a  good  storey- 
and-a-half  house,  twenty  four  feet  by  sixteen,  feet,  besides  the  kitchen.  The  young 
people's  rather  surprising  backwardness  in  English  at  the  start  has  been  disappearing 
before  the  influence  of  night-schools  and  other  means  of  education.  They  are 
remarkably  temperate  and  even  '  teetotal.'     And  this  is  everything. 

No.  3. — M.  O'D.  and  his  family  have  done  bravely  from  the  start ;  own — and  in 
a  good  part  of  the  city  too — a  lot  and  house,  and  have  saved  considerable  money. 
They  paid,  a  short  time  ago,  the  passage  to  St.  Paul  of  a  cousin,  T.  P.  He,  after  his 
arrival,  met  with  a  bad  accident  on  the  railroad,  and  had  not  yet  got  damages. 

No.  4. — T.  S.  was  still  renting  the  house  he  occupied.  Two  of  his  daughters  had 
married.  The  wages  of  himself  and  his  unmarried  children  amounted  altogether  to 
116  dollars  the  month,  and  were  constant.  Two  of  the  boys  worked  in  a  shoe  factory. 
This  family  is  a  solid  acquisition  to  the  Republic. 

No.  5. — M.  M'D.,  with  a  family  of  only  young  children,  shows  how  rapidly  a 
poor  man,  even  only  a  labouring  man,  can  get  into  independence.  At  the  cost  of 
seventy  dollars  he  got  himself  a  roomy  house,  with  good  yard  and  shed  for  his  cows. 
Prom  the  milk  of  these — and  their  grass  costs  him  nothing — his  wife,  besides  keeping 
the  family  in  milk  and  butter,  sells  eight  quarts  a  day.  The  combined  earnings  of 
man  and  wife  are  sometimes  over  sixty  dollars  the  month.  They  have  bought  a  lot 
for  5QQ  dollars,  and  are  on  the  high  road  to  wealth.     They  educate  their  children  too. 

No.  6. — T.  L.,  wife,  and  six  children  first  went  to  Pembroke,  Canada,  where  he 
got  work  on  the  railroad  at  one  dollar  fifty  cents  the  day,  and  his  wife  at  washing 
at  from  seventy-five  cents  to  a  dollar  the  day,  besides,  on  many  a  day,  two  dollars' 
worth  in  kind.  But  with  kindness  on  every  hand  and  all  sorts  of  prosperity  she 
was  lonesome,  and  they  came  to  St.  Paul,  where  the  eldest  boy  makes  fifty  cents  a 
day,  and  the  father,  labouring  for  the  city,  nine  or  ten  dollars  the  week,  not  missing 
four  days  in  the  twelvemonth.     He  is  already  '  independent. ' 

With  him  went  to  Pembroke  :  T.  C.  gone  to  Pittsburg,  T.  D.  gone  to  Pittsburg, 
T.  M.  gone  to  Pittsburg  and  back  to  Ireland — though  in  Pembroke  they  had  found 
all  the  uttermost  kindness. 

No.  7. — T.  O'T.,  wife,  and  six  children,  the  younger  ones  going  to  school,  the 
eldest  son  and  the  father  making  together  from  eighteen  to  twenty  dollars  a  week 
throughout  the  year,  and  saving  a  good  deal  of  money. 

No.  8. — P.  T.  H.  is  a  '  section  boss  '  on  railroad,  with  forty-five  dollars  a  month 
and  house  free.     He  has  bought  a  lot,  and  has  quite  a  deal  of  money. 

No.  9. — M.  M.,  constant  work  at  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  the  day  ;  has  bought 
his  lot  and  a  house. 

No.  10. — S.  A.  originally  sent  to  Waseca,  went  to  St.  Paul  and  from  there, 
through  the  influence  of  Father  K.,  went  and  settled  on  a  corner  of  the  latter 's 
father's  farm  in  Goodhue  County,  where  he  has  had  steady  work,  a  comfortable 
home,  and  excellent  educational  opportunities  for  his  children.  He  has  been  very 
lucky. 
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The  blue  line  marks  the,  eastern  boundary  of  the  districts  in,  >he  Counties  of  Galway  &  Mayo  in  winch  the  distribution,  of  seed 
potatoes  wees  made.  A  small  distribution,  was  also  made.  aAtlie  following  places  shown,  on  the  map  •  Gold  I.  fnnismarrayl. 
&  IGllala,.  The  black  Izne  from  l>mum,2eny&  Slcihlerem  ronyhh  divides  the  very  poor  districts  of  Ireland,  from,  the  rest,  wluch 
dietricbs  compnsc  rather  more  (loan,  co  third,  of  the  area,  of  'toe.  island,  and  one  fourth  of  tile,  population,  yig  1,310  OOP. 
In  order  to  show  tlie  want  of  railway  communications  in  these  districts,  IJie  only  existing  railways  hare  been,  shown 
byrcclluies.  Their  total  length-  is 425mUes,  being  one  sucth.  only  of the  total  mileage  m  Ireland . 
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SUGGESTIONS. 

If  England  does  not  raise  Ireland — Ireland  will  sink  England." — Earl 
Fitzwilliam. 

"  No  state  of  things  can  be  worse  than  that  in  which  there  is  but  one 
industry — Agriculture  ;  and  one  employment  for  capital — Usury." — Devon 
Commission  Report. 

In  this,  my  eighth  visit  during  recent  years  to  the  West  of 
Ireland,  I  have  again  been  profoundly  impressed  with  the  condition 
of  chronic  misery — the  ever-existing  destitution  of  the  small  holders 
of  land,  some  slight  notices  of  which  will  be  found  in  the  pages  of 
the  accompanying  Report.  The  failure  of  the  potato  crop  brings 
this  dreadful  condition  forcibly  before  us,  and  for  a  time  we  feel  that 
it  is  unbearable,  and  with  such  kindly  aid  as  is  in  our  power  we  seek 
to  relieve  it,  and  save  the  people  from  the  fate  which  would  other- 
wise overtake  them.  But  this  relief,  however  indispensable  for  the 
moment,  does  not  and  cannot  reach  down  to  heal  the  permanently 
impoverished  condition  of  the  people  overwhelmed  with  the  burden 
of  shop  debts*  and  arrears  of  rent.  For  this,  more  continuous  and 
heroic  remedies  are  needed.  The  fact  that  the  small  holdings  of 
worn-out  land  cannot  support  the  crowded  population  is  no  longer  a 
debateable  question.  It  is  unanimously  borne  witness  to.  From 
priest,  or  landlord,  or  tenant  there  is  but  one  response  :  "  Without 
other  means  of  earning  money  there  is  no  possibility  of  living  out  of 
the  land."  "  The  living  isn't  in  it,  rent  or  no  rent,  yer  honour  ! "  And 
can  it  be  otherwise  ?  Consider  Achil,  with  its  thousand  families,  of 
whom  three-fourths  are  living  on  holdings  so  small  that  the  rental  or 
valuation  does  not  exceed  thirty-shillings  a-year  each — and  few  of 
the  remainder  exceed  £4  a  year !  Take  another  instance  in 
Connemara  of  one  thousand  families  attempting  to  live  on  1,700 
acres  of  arable  bog  land,  mere  patches  of  soil  lying  among  great 
boulders. 

*  See  Appendix,  p.  26. 
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The  time  for  inquiry  or  speculation  has  past ;  the  necessity  for 
action  is  acknowledged,  and  the  question  now  is  what  shall  that  action 
be  ?  Is  there,  or  is  there  not,  in  these  districts  any  industrial  occupa- 
tion which  can  be  developed  or  employment  given,  or  must  that 
employment  be  sought  elsewhere  ?  Looking  at  the  long  line  of  sea 
coast  the  answer  seems  spontaneously  to  arise :  "  Surely  for  those 
families  living  on  the  seashore  is  not  this  employment  to  be  found  in 
the  encouragement  of  the  fishing  industry  ?  this  and  no  other  seems 
practicable."  But  even  so  the  question  is  not  wholly  answered,  for 
constantly  is  the  inquirer  met  with  the  assertion  that  the  terrific  force 
of  the  Atlantic,  and  the  frequency  and  violence  of  storms,  render 
fishing  so  precarious  and  uncertain  that  it  cannot,  as  now  carried  out, 
be  depended  upon  for  a  maintenance. 

This  is  everywhere  evidenced  by  the  statements  made  as  to  the 
loss  of  boats  and  nets,  involving  a  constant  need  for  costly  renewal 
of  materials.  The  frequent  interruptions  and  delays  in  the  sailings 
of  the  gunboats,  detailed  by  the  Admiralty  to  assist  in  the  distribution 
of  the  seed  potatoes  this  Spring,  proves  that  even  for  powerful  vessels 
the  stormy  coast  is  no  imaginary  hindrance  to  the  development  of  the 
fishing  trade.  Nor  should  it  be  overlooked  that  doubts  are  in  some 
quarters  entertained  as  to  the  presence  of  fish  in  large  quantities  at . 
a  short  distance  from  the  shore.  It  is  even  said  that  the  fish, 
formerly  plentiful  on  the  coasts  of  the  islands  of  Arran  and  Boffin, 
have  disappeared.  None  the  less  it  is,  as  has  been  said,  the  one 
industry  which  appears  to  open  a  door  of  hope  for  the  employment  of 
such  of  the  families  as  are  living  on  the  sea  coast,  and  as  such  is  it 
not  imperative  that  an  attempt  should  be  made  to  develop  it  to  the 
utmost  ?  With  the  uncertainty  which  surrounds  the  whole 
question,  and  the  cost  and  extent  of  any  investigations  conducted  on 
a  scale  large  enough  to  be  really  exhaustive,  it  seems  evident  that  no 
private  individual  or  company  can  be  expected  to  undertake  them. 
Further  than  this,  investigations  ought  to  be  made  simultaneously  at 
various  places  on  the  coasts,  and  to  be  effectual  should  be  carried  on 
over  a  lengthened  period,  and  might  involve  an  outlay  of  some 
thousands  of  pounds.  The  funds  necessary  can  only  be  looked  for 
from  the  State — and  in  pointing  to  the  Treasury  as  the  source  it  may 
not  be  amiss  to  remind  objectors  that  for  years  past,  at  short 
intervals,  these  districts  have  been  and  now  are  the  recipients  of 
grants  and  other  measures  of  relief  from  the  Imperial  Exchequer, 
amounting  to  millions,  which  might  no  longer  be  needed  should  the 
investigations  prove  satisfactory  and  result  in  the  establishment 
of  fisheries. 
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On  the  other  hand,  if  these  investigations  proved  unsatisfactory, 
and  that  (as  some  fear)  fishing  on  the  West  Coast  of  Ireland  cannot 
be  made  a  profitable  industry,  the  fact  would  be  ascertained,  and  the 
mouths  of  those  who  believe  in  its  success  and  who  are  loudly 
denouncing  the  Government  for  their  indifference  to  the  question 
would  be  stopped. 

To  ensure  success,  Let  a  Commission  of  Inquiry  be  at  once 
appointed  by  Parliament — wholly  without  reference  to  politics — 
largely  composed  of  practical  and  experienced  men  such  as  Sir  E. 
Birkbeck,  M.P.,  and  Mr.  T.  F.  Brady,  who  shall  be  empowered  to  obtain 
with  others  the  paid  services  of  practical  fishermen,  accustomed  to  all 
kinds  of  sea-fishing.  These  men  should  be  sought  for,  whether  engaged 
on  the  East  Coasts  of  England  or  Ireland,  and  especially  from  among 
those  engaged  in  the  similar  districts  on  the  North  Coasts  of 
Scotland.  But  the  question  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  stop  here. 
In  the  event  of  the  Report  of  the  Commissioners  proving  encouraging, 
powers  should  be  sought  and  a  grant  obtained  to  initiate  and 
establish  fisheries  on  a  considerable  scale. 

The  grant  should  be  large  enough  to  defray  the  hire  or  purchase 
of  a  number  of  larger  or  smaller  boats  and  steam  trawlers,  and  to 
employ  and  train  the  men  and  make  use  of  the  boats  now  engaged  in 
fishing. 

•  Surely,  a  grant  of  £100,000  to  a  Commission  so  constituted — 
barely  the  annual  cost  of  a  thousand  police-constables — might  be  of 
incalculable  benefit. 

To  those  acquainted  with  the  districts  another  difficulty  will  at 
once  present  itself.  In  what  way  is  it  proposed  to  place  your  fish,  if 
caught,  in  markets  where  at  all  times  a  price  can  be  obtained  ? 
Largely  probably  by  means  of  steam  carriers.  But  not  wholly  so  ; 
and  the  necessity  for  making  the  "  Tramways  Act  "  of  1882  a  reality 
in  place  of  a  sham  is  at  once  made  evident.  The  powers  needed  for 
the  construction  of  the  light  railways  which  would  bring  the  West 
Coast  within  easy  reach  of  the  main  lines  of  railways  which  intersect 
Ireland,  exist  there,  but  are  a  dead  letter.  For  the  Act  as  it  now  stands 
is  no  more  applicable  to  the  districts  concerned  than  would  be  an 
Act  enabling  the  impoverished  East  Enders  to  build  houses  for 
themselves  which  omitted  to  lend  or  find  the  money  required. 

A  glance  at  the  map  accompanying  the  report  (to  which  I  be- 
speak attention)  will  at  once  prove  how  impossible  it  is  for  any 
industry  to  be  successfully  carried  out  in  districts  which  lie  30  to  60 
miles  from  the  nearest  railway,  and  especially  so  for  the  one 
industry  of  the  district  which  deals  with  a  perishable  article  like  fish. 
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It  is  not,  however,  for  this  alone,  as  I  have  often  pointed 
out,  but  for  every  other  consideration,  essential  that  the  State 
should  step  in  and  provide  the  moneys  needed  for  the  formation 
of  the  steam  tramways  or  light  railways,  which  are  required  if 
these  districts  in  the  West  of  Ireland  are  to  be  easily  governed  and 
their  slender  resources  developed.  The  value  of  such  connections 
would  be  readily  understood  by  the  existing  railway  companies, 
with  whom  probably  arrangements  could  most  beneficially  be  made 
for  their  construction.  The  details  I  do  not  attempt  to  enter  into, 
further  than  to  again  place  my  conviction  on  record  that  one  of  the 
first  steps  in  the  direction  of  any  permanent  improvement  or 
amelioration  of  the  condition  of  the  West  of  Ireland  consists  in  the 
introduction  of  means  of  ready  access  to  the  civilised  world. 

Unhappily  the  statement  of  that  which  is  needed  to  improve  and 
raise  the  condition  of  the  wretched  tenantry  of  the  West  does  not 
end  here.  In  advocating  means  for  the  extension  of  the  fishing 
industry  it  will  at  once  be  evident  that  the  numbers  situate  on  the 
sea  coast,  although  very  considerable,  are  a  portion  only  of  the 
thousands  of  destitute  tenants  living  on  lands  under  £4  annual 
valuation  who  are  placed  at  a  distance  from  the  coast. 

Two  measures  have  at  various  times  been  warmly  advocated  for  the 
relief  of  the  West  of  Ireland — Migration  and  Emigration.  Apart  from 
other  objections  or  difficulties  the  costliness  of  the  former  has  always 
appeared  to  me  a  sufficient  reason  why  it  can  never  be  carried  out  on 
a  scale  extensive  enough  to  attain  the  object  in  view,  viz.,  the 
relief  of  the  congested  districts.  Nor,  I  may  add,  for  the  permanent 
benefit  of  those  migrated. 

Twenty  acres  of  land  is  by  a  sort  of  common  consent  taken  as  the 
minimum  quantity  upon  which  a  family  can  obtain  a  decent  livelihood 
in  the  West.  But  to  buy  the  land  and  to  place  a  family  without  capital 
upon  20  acres  of  land  worth  cultivating,  with  a  decent  house  and 
barn,  and  to  supply  one  of  these  with  the  capital  needed  to  cultivate 
and  stock  the  20  acres  must  involve  an  outlay  of  at  least  £400,  and 
more  probably  £500  a  holding.  For  every  1,000  families  so  placed 
the  outlay  would  be  £400,000  to  £500,000,  and  to  produce  any 
appreciable  effect  upon  the  congestion  it  appears  needful  to  remove 
ten  times  this  number,  involving  many  millions  in  an  attempt  to  give 
a  bare  maintenance  to  a  few  thousand  families  upon  borrowed  money 
— the  interest,  i.e  rent,  of  which  it  would  in  many  seasons  be  im- 
possible for  them  to  repay. 

Four  years  ago  a  Migration  Company  obtained  £50,000  under  the 
Arrears  Act  for  this  purpose,  but  hitherto  there  is  no  evidence,  so  far 
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as  I  am  aware,  of  the  migration  of  a  single  family  from  the  congested 
districts. 

With  a  similar  amount  the  Committee  with  whom  I  had  the 
honour  to  be  associated,  assisted,  clothed,  and  placed  more  than  1,000 
families  with  their  friends,  in  positions  to  obtain  work,  in  the 
Colonies,  and  United  States.* 

Their  success  has  been  attested  by  the  numerous  letters,  the 
large  sums  of  money  sent  home  to  friends  and  relations,  and  the 
reports  of  those  who  have  visited  them  in  their  new  homes.  Not  less 
striking  is  the  evidence  given  by  the  numerous  prepaid  passages 
sent  to  Ireland  by  emigrants,  to  enable  a  sister  or  brother  or  father  or 
mother  to  join  them  in  the  land  of  plenty.  These,  alas,  are  sometimes 
rendered  useless  and  returned  to  the  sender,  owing  to  the  extreme 
poverty  of  the  recipient,  who  is  unable  to  find  the  needful  clothing 
and  fare  to  the  steamer.  These  cases  frequently  came  under  our 
notice  during  this  spring.  Thirty  or  more  such  persons  it  was  our 
happiness  to  send  rejoicing  on  their  way :  most  of  whom  had  passage 
tickets  which  had  been  held  three,  six,  or  nine  months,  and  in  one 
instance,  where  a  mother  who  had  sent  for  two  of  her  children 
the  year  allowed  was  within  a  week  of  expiring. 

Whatever  percentage  may  be  deducted  for  failures  among  the 
emigrants  it  is  extremely  small  compared  with  the  successes,  and  no 
unprejudiced  observer  can,  I  think,  doubt  that  whether  as  regards  the 
immediate  or  future  benefit  of  those  who  require  assistance,  emigra- 
tion is  infinitely  to  be  preferred  to  migration  as  a  cure  for  congestion. 
The  difference  in  the  cost  is,  as  it  has  been  shown,  enormous ,  for 
every  1,000  families  placed  on  lands  in  Ireland,  £400,000  or  £500,000 
would  be  required,  whilst  for  a  like  amount,  no  less  than  ten  times 
the  same  number  of  families,  or  50,000  persons,  could  be  placed  in 
a  position  to  earn  large  wages  in  the  Greater  Britain  of  our  Colonies, 
or  in  the  United  States. 

But  it  may  be  said,  the  position  of  the  migrated  family  on  their 
20  acres  in  Ireland  must  be  superior  to  that  of  the  family  who, 
by  emigrating,  earn  wages  as  labourers  in  various  occupations.  To 
those  who  have  followed  the  fortunes  of  a  number  of  emigrants, 
witnessed  the  change  in  their  condition,  and  noticed  in  how 
short  a  time  the  savings  which  flow  from  the  high  wages  obtained 
have  enabled  many  to  become  the  owners  of  freeholds  of  60  to 
120  acres  of  land,  without  debt  or  loan  of  any  kind,  it  may 
well  be  doubted  whether,  even   on   this  ground  alone,  the  position  of 

*   Vide  Reports  of  Tuke  Fund  Committee,  1882-4. 
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the  emigrant  is  not  vastly  superior.  Those  who  are  acquainted 
with  agriculture  in  England  are  well  aware  that  the  man  who 
farms  20  acres  of  ordinary  land  under  ordinary  circumstances 
barely  raises  himself  above  the  position  of  a  well-paid  labourer. 
There  is  no  hope  for  him  that  at  some  future  day  he  or  his  sons 
will,  by  their  savings,  be  able  to  acquire  the  land  they  are  toiling 
upon. 

It  must  not,  however,  be  overlooked  that  in  many  quarters 
Colonisation  is  strongly  urged  in  preference  to  Emigration ;  and  it  is 
important  to  consider  how  far  its  claims  are  superior  to  the  latter. 

(1)  As  to  the  cost  (as  it  has  been  often  shown),  £150  to  £200 
is  needed  to  place  a  family  upon  the  160  acres  of  land  offered  free  by 
the  Canadian  Government,  and  £200  to  £250  for  60  to  100  acres 
in  such  of  the  Australasian  Colonies  as  make  grants  of  land  at  a  low 
or  nominal  price. 

The  cost  of  placing  1,000  families  as  Colonists  would,  therefore, 
be,  at  £200  per  family— £200,000,  as  against  the  £400,000  or;£500,000 
needed  for  migration,  or  the  £50,000  for  the  emigration  of  the  same 
number. 

The  difference  in  cost  between  colonisation  and  ordinary  emigra- 
tion, great  as  it  is,  ought  not  to  be  allowed  at  once  to  influence  the 
judgment  in  deciding  against  the  merits  of  the  former. 

It  is  well  known  that  various  proposals  have  been  made  by  the 
Canadian  Government  and  other  bodies,  for  placing  some  thousands  of 
Colonists  upon  free  grants  of  land  in  the  North  West  Territory.  With 
the  uncertainties  which  attend  any  great  experiment  it  is,  perhaps, 
not  wholly  to  be  regretted  when  dealing  with  the  fate  of  a  large 
number  of  families  that  the  larger  schemes  were,  from  various  causes, 
allowed  to  drop.  On  the  other  hand,  it  would  have  been  of  the 
greatest  service  in  assisting  us  to  judge  of  any  more  extended  scheme, 
if  a  portion  of  one  of  the  liberal  proposals  made  by  the  Canadian 
Government,  some  years  ago,  had  been  tried. 

It  is  at  the  same  time  important  to  recall  that  two  small  experi- 
ments, conducted  with  every  care  and  precaution,  for  the  well-being 
of  the  Colonists,  have  not  succeeded  as  regards  Irish  Colonists  : — the 
one  under  the  charge  of*  Bishop  Ireland  in  his  colonisation  villages  in 
Minnesota,  and  the  other  under  Mr.  John  Sweetman,  of  Currie, 
Minnesota. 

The  cause  of  failure  in  both  cases  appears  to  have  been  the  same. 

*  It  must  be  understood  that  I  do  not  refer  to  the  migration  of  Irish  or  other 
families  from  the  Eastern  States  to  Bishop  Ireland's  Western  Villages.  This  has,  as 
a  rule,  been  very  successful. 
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The  Irish  Colonist,  taken  from  his  petty  holding  in  Ireland,  was  not 
fitted  by  his  previous  habits  and  education  for  the  new  and  strange 
conditions  under  which  he  was  placed.  The  solitariness  of  his  position, 
the  tall  prairie  grass  which  almost  prevented  his  seeing  the  boundary 
of  his  own  square  of  60  or  80  acres,  became  intolerable.  The  inability 
at  once  to  adapt  himself  to  so  novel  a  life,  and  to  await  a  future 
result,  combined  with  the  large  wages  which  were  offered  him  for 
labour,  led  him  in  the  majority  of  cases  to  give  up  his  land  in  disgust. 
The  conclusion  of  the  earnest  men  who  sought  by  these  experiments 
to  assist  in  solving  the  question  of  Irish  distress  has  resulted  in  their 
changing  their  system,  and  in  taking  no  settlers  who  have  not  £100 
of  their  own. 

This  is  very  similar  to  the  circumstances  under  which  Lady 
Gordon  Cathcart's  experiment  with  a  few  Scotch  Crofters  has  been 
carried  out. 

In  thus  stating  the  unsatisfactory  results  of  past  efforts  to  colonise 
with  poor  Irish  tenants,  I  have  no  wish  to  discourage  further  attempts, 
provided  the  Colonists  are  accompanied  by  competent  advisers  or 
superintendents.  Without  this  I  fear  the  rank  and  file  of  those  whom 
it  is  incumbent  to  help  would  not  prove  successful  colonists. 

In  the  experimental  stage  of  colonisation  as  regards  the  class 
under  consideration,  it  must,  I  think,  be  evident  that  it  cannot  at 
once,  if  ultimately,  be  depended  upon  for  the  relief  we  require. 

For  this  it  would  therefore  appear  we  are  thrown  back  upon  the 
ordinary  assisted  Emigration. 

If  one  conclusion  is  more  deeply  impressed  upon  my  mind  than 
another  as  the  result  of  our  three  years'  work  in  assisting  emigrants 
from  Ireland,  it  is  the  necessity  for  the  most  careful  and  deliberate 
consideration  of  every  step  taken  in  the  work.  The  responsibility 
involved  in  even  facilitating  the  departure  of  those  who  were  so 
anxious  to  leave,  has  ever  seemed  to  me  a  most  serious  one.  Their 
future  good  or  evil  must  ever  be  borne  in  mind,  and  it  cannot  too 
often  be  repeated  that  mere  assisted  emigration  without  the  closest 
consideration  as  to  the  fitness  of  the  emigrants,  the  opportunities  for 
obtaining  employment,  and  the  suitability  of  the  destination  chosen 
by  them,  may  prove  a  curse  instead  of  a  blessing.  None  the  less  it  is 
my  happiness  to  believe  that  granted  these  considerations,  and  this 
personal  care,  emigration  has  proved  to  multitudes  of  poor  Irish  men 
and  women  a  boon  of  the  highest  magnitude. 

What,  therefore,  seems  to  be  needed  for  the  relief  of  these 
districts  is  the  establishment  on  a  permanent  basis  of  an  Emigration 
Department,  which,  with  a  competent  staff,  and  the  co-operation,  if  pos- 
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sible,  of  a  voluntary  committee  combined  with  systematic  and  careful 
oversight  at  the  various  ports  of  departure  and  arrival,  shall 
from  year  to  year,  and  not  spasmodically,  deal  with  all  applications 
for  assisted  emigration,  and  advise  or  make  grants  in  each  case  as 
may  seem  for  the  best. 

In  thus  advocating  three  measures  for  the  relief  of  destitution  in 
the  West  of  Ireland — Encouragement  of  the  Fisheries,  Extension  of 
Tramways,  and  Emigration  or  Colonisation — I  do  not  overlook  that 
many  other  plans  may  with  advantage  be  employed,  nay,  must  be, 
before  the  desired  end  can  be  obtained .  But  whatever  these  may  be — 
'•'Technical  Education"  and  "Encouragement  of  Native  Industries,"  or 
an  extended  system  of  Arterial  Drainage — as  giving  employment  to 
the  people,  I  must  leave  them  to  their  special  advocates  to  promote 
to  the  utmost. 

Amidst  the  clash  of  political  warfare  by  which  we  are  sur- 
rounded, the  advocacy  of  simple  economic  measures  for  the  relief 
of  the  chronic  condition  of  the  West  of  Ireland  will,  I  doubt  not,  be 
received  in  some  quarters  with  indifference,  and  in  others  even  with  a 
contemptuous  smile.  If  so,  let  me  say  that  I  have  purposely  omitted 
all  reference  to  other  parts  of  Ireland,  and  the  measures  so  hotly 
contested  by  statesmen  and  politicians  on  either  side,  upon  the  issue 
of  which  so  much  depends  for  the  future  good  or  evil  of  Ireland,  and 
if  of  Ireland  hardly  less  of  Great  Britain.  In  this  issue  no 
one  takes  a  deeper  interest,  or  more  ardently  desires  a  wise,  com- 
prehensive, and  liberal  settlement  of  the  all-absorbing  and  all-impor- 
tant controversy  than  I  do. 

But  in  the  portion  of  Ireland  under  consideration,  it  must  I  think, 
be  admitted  on  all  sides  that  the  evils  which  affect  the  people 
can  alone  be  removed  (if  at  all)  by  economic  measures,  and  not  by 
political  changes,  however  wide  their  scope.  Under  whatever  form  of 
Government  Ireland  may  in  the  future  exist,  these  evils  will 
perpetually  confront  it,  and  demand  a  recognition  and  solution.  It  is 
a  peculiar  condition  of  society  demanding  special  measures,  specially 
adapted  to  it.  It  is  one  which  uno  citizen  of  the  United  Kingdom 
can  venture  to  think  he  is  not  deeply  interested  in,"  and  the  Govern- 
ment which  most  fully  recognises  and  accepts  its  responsibility  in 
this  light,  and  deals  with  the  evils  in  a  really  comprehensive  and 
liberal  spirit,  will  prove  to  be  the  most  stable  and  permanent,  and 
cannot  fail  to  win  the  confidence  and  attachment  of  the  people. 

J.  H.  T. 
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ACHILL    AND    WEST    OF    IRELAND 
SEED-POTATO   FUND. 


It  seems  right  that  the  subscribers  who  have  so  liberally  assisted, 
the  fund  for  distributing  seed  potatoes  in  the  Islands  and  on  the 
mainland  of  the  Western  Coast  of  Ireland  should  be  presented 
as  soon  as  possible,  with  a  statement  of  accounts  and  a  report  of  the 
carrying  out  of  the  work. 

The  detailed  accounts  given  at  page  25  show  that  five  thou- 
sand two  hundred  and  seven  pounds  have  been  received  from 
subscribers  and  five  thousand  and  seventeen  pounds  expended.  The 
small  balance  remaining  will  be  used,  by  permission  of  donors,  in 
giving  employment,  &c,  in  special  cases  of  need. 

The  total  number  of  families  supplied  with  seed  has  exceeded 
6,000,  representing  a  population  of  30,000  or  40,000  persons. 

As  will  be  seen  in  the  following  report  (p.  11  to  14),  the  most 
gratifying  accounts  have  been  received  of  the  successful  growth  and 
prospects  of  the  crops,  from  the  various  Islands  and  parishes  assisted. 

To  the  numerous  personal  friends  and  acquaintance,  as  well  as  the 
many  unknown  contributors,  who  have  permitted  me  to  confer  this 
benefit,  I  desire  to  express  my  most  grateful  acknowledgments. 

This  brief  summary  may  suffice  for  those  who  have  not  the  time 
or  inclination  to  study  the  fuller  details  which  follow. 

GENERAL    REPORT. 

Towards  the  close  of  1885  I  was  made  aware  of  the  serious  injury 
caused  to  the  potato  crop  in  the  previous  autumn  by  the  severe 
storms  which  swept  over  the  Islands  and  the  West  Coast  of  Ireland. 
In  February  of  the  present  year,  I  was  induced  to  issue  the  following 
short  statement  in  reference  to  the  condition  of  Achill. 

ISLAND  OF  ACHILL,  Co.  Mayo. 

1 '  The  extreme  distress  which  exists  in  this  island,  comprising  a  population  of 
about  6,000  persons,  has  been  prominently  noticed  in  many  of  the  leading  news- 
papers.    It  is  the  old  story,  the  entire  failure  of  the  potato  "crop  ;  the  complete 
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absence  of  employment,  and  £7ie  consequent  inability  of  the  small  holders  of  land  to 
provide  seed  potatoes  for  the  crop  of  the  ensuing  year.  The  question  has  arisen  once 
more,  '  What  can  be  done  to  meet  the  emergency  ? '  As  the  best  proof  of  the 
extreme  urgency  of  the  case  I  may  state  that  I  was  applied  to  by  the  Irish 
Executive  just  before  the  Conservative  Government  left  office,  and  subsequently 
by  the  present  Executive,  to  know  whether  it  were  possible  to  raise  a  small 
fund,  privately,  in  order  to  purchase  seed  potatoes  and  thus  avert  the  dreaded 
famine.  There  are,  it  appears,  no  public  funds  whatever  available  for  this 
purpose.  To  both  applications  my  rely  has  been  the  same  :  i  That  in  the  present 
state  of  public  feeling  towards  Ireland,  it  seems  to  me  impossible  to  raise  any 
money  by  public  subscription. '  This  reply,  however,  does  not  seem  to  relieve 
me  from  the  responsibility  which  attaches  to  it,  without  making  one  effort 
to  obtain  the  needful  sum  by  placing  the  facts  before  a  limited  number 
of  those  among  my  friends  who  have  on  several  former  occasions  so  generously 
assisted  me.  ■  Whilst  it  would  be  most  grateful  to  me  to  find  that  they  are  not 
'wearied  in  well-doing,'  I  shall  hardly  be  surprised  if  they  should  not  feel  disposed 
to  respond  to  this  appeal.  It  is  estimated  that  1,000  families  will  need  to  be 
supplied  with  seed  potatoes  at  a  cost  of  about  £1  per  holding.  As  the  matter 
is  pressing  an  early  reply  is  requested." — February,  1886. 

The  prompt  offers  of.  help  which  followed  upon  this  appeal  left  me 
no  longer  in  doubt  as  to  my  duty  in  the  matter,  and  with  the  promise 
of  nearly  £1,000,  I  once  more  left  home  for  the  West  of  Ireland  on 
the  7th  March,  accompanied  by  my  wife  and  nephew,  Sir  Henry 
Lawrence. 

Before  leaving,  I  had  an  interview  with  Mr.  John  Morley, 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland,  who  afforded  me  every  help  in  his  power, 
and  at  my  request  appointed  Captain  Ruttledge  Fair  as  a  temporary 
Local  Government  Board  Inspector  to  assist  in  carrying  out  the  work. 

I  started  with  the  idea  that  the  area  which  needed  a  supply  of 
seed  potatoes  was  chiefly, if  not  wholly,  confined  to  Achill,and  the  other 
islands  on  the  West  Coast  of  Ireland.  Achill,  the  largest  of  these 
islands,  was  especially  pointed  to  as  needing  help.  Subsequently  infor- 
mation showed  how  erroneous  this  idea  was,  and  that  nearly  the  whole 
coast  line  of  Connaught  required  to  be  relieved.  In  passing  through 
Dublin,  on  my  way  to  the  West,  it  was  arranged  after  consultation 
with  His  Excellency  the  Lord-Lieutenant,  and  Vice-President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board,  and  others,  that  I  should  undertake  to 
supply  the  islands  of  Achill,  Boffin,  and  Shark  with  seed  potatoes. 
Mr.  Brady,  Inspector  of  Fisheries,  and  others,  undertook  to  supply 
Clare  Island  and  Innish  Turk,  as  well  as  the  isles  of  Arran,  in 
the  Bay  of  Galway,  chiefly  from  the  funds  raised  by  the  Irish 
Constabulary. 

On  arriving  at  the  island  of  Achill  I  found  that  a  Relief  Committee, 
presided  over  by  the  parish  priest,  Father  O'Connor,  was  in  active 
operation.     The  lists  of  the  Committee  showed  that  no  less  than  750 


families  out  of  1,000  or  1,100  on  the  island  were  in  the  receipt  of 
relief  in  the  shape  of  doles  of  meal,  generally  given  as  payment  for 
work.  Taking  the  lists  of  this  Committee  as  the  basis  of  our  inquiries, 
we  made  a  very  careful  inspection  of  most  of  the  villages  on  the  island. 
And  whilst  we  found  it  desirable  to  exclude  from  our  list  a  few  families 
who  appeared  to  have  sufficient  seed,  we  also  found  it  needful  to  add 
a  considerably  larger  number  who  possessed  very  little  seed  if  any. 
The  final  result  of  our  inquiries  led  us  to  place  954  families  on  our 
lists.  These  have  been  provided  with  seed  varying  in  quantity  from 
4  to  lOcwt.  each,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  families  who,  being 
possessed  of  some  seed  of  their  own, ,  received  2cwt.  each.  That  954, 
out  of  1,100  families  on  the  island  of  Achill,  should  require  -to  be 
assisted  must  be  regarded  as  conclusive  evidence  of  the  destruction 
caused  to  the  potato-crop  by  the  severe  storms  of  August  last. 

The  following  extract  from  my  letter  to  the  Times,  dated 
March  25th,  1886,  will  supply  exact  information  as  to  the  condition 
of  the  villages  in  Achill  Island. 

With  regard  to  the  necessity  for  seed  potatoes,  in  order  to  avert  yet  further 
distress  in  the  future,  I  was  assured  that  unless  seed  were  given,  80  per  cent,  of 
the  holdings  would  practically  remain  unsown,  and  that  even  for  the  remain- 
ing 20  per  cent,  there  would  not  be  the  full  quantity  of  seed.  My  own  visits 
for  four  days  throughout  the  island,  to  a  very  large  number  of  the  houses, 
the  least  poor  as  well  as  the  poorest,  confirmed  the  gloomy  statements  made  to 
me  alike  by  the  Committee,  the  clergy,  the  police,  and  others  :  and  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  the  absolute  needs  of  the  people  have  not  been 
exaggerated,  and  hardly  can  be.  The  island  is  like  a  besieged  city  in  a  state  of 
semi-famine,  the  people  relieved  by  fortnightly  doles  of  meal  barely  half  the 
amount  required  ;  those  who  have  a  few  treasured  potatoes  left  eating  them 
like  measured  rations,  sensible  that  they  are  consuming  their  only  hope  of 
escape  from  future  famine  ;  whilst  all  are  without  credit  or  means  of  obtaining 
supplies.  During  those  four  days  we  were  witnesses  of  scenes  of  privation  and 
suffering  borne  with  a  patience  and  resignation  which  it  was  impossible  to  see 
unmoved.  And  as  an  example  of  the  condition  of  the  island,  I  will  select 
from  my  notes  the  story  of  one  village. 

March  15th. — Visited  Dooega  East  and  West,  two  small  villages  on  the  sea- 
shore, containing  110  houses,  more  like  dirty  cattle  sheds,  and  600  or  700 
persons.  With  the  exception  of  nine  families,  two  of  whom  had  out-door 
relief,  all  were  receiving  fortnightly  allowances  of  meal  from  the  Relief  Com- 
mittee. Rents  and  holdings  very  small  :  three  only  at  or  above  £2  per  annum, 
the  majority  varying  from  20s.  to  30s.,  and  some  as  low  as  5s.  or  10s. 
Visited  20  or  more  houses.  Each,  in  varying  degrees,  had  the  same  story, 
"  The  potatoes  were  killed  hy  the  August  storm, "  and  either  "We  have  none 
left,"  or  "  We  are  eating  the  little  store  of  seed,  yer  honour  ;  "  while  a  few  told 
us  that  they  still  had  one-fourth  or  one-third  of  the  ordinary  quantity  of 
potatoes  for  sowing.  None  begged  for  money  ;  all  asked  for  work  so  as  to  obtain 
meal  for  their  families,  and  implored  for  seed  with  which  to  plant  their  holdings  ; 
and  as  the  whole  male  population  assembled  around  us  like  a  small  Parliament, 
we  had  ample  opportunity  of  hearing  the  vox popidi.  "What  we  want,  yer 
honour,  is  piers  and  help  with  the  fishing  ;  but  the  piers,   yer  honour,  are  the 
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first  ;  for  if  we  had  them  we  could  go  out  with  our  own  small  boats  every  day, 
and  need  not  go  to  England — and  now  for  days  we  are  idle  and  dare  not  venture 
out  with  the  rough  seas."  "  Where  is  the  place  for  the  pier  which  you  think 
would  help  you  ?  "  we  ask  ;  and  instantly  the  movable  Parliament,  heedless  of 
the  snow  and  wind  howling  around,  led  us  to  the  two  or  three  places  on  the  coast 
which  in  the  views  of  the  wisest  were  deemed  the  best.  Their  practical 
explanations  were  clear  and  lucid,  and  the  reasons  pro  and  con  stated  (it  is 
hardly  needful  to  say)  with  force  and  energy. 

On  our  return  we  took  shelter  in  a  small  shop  and  from  the  owner,  who 
hospitably  boiled  the  kettle  and  provided  us  with  tea,  I  learnt  the  following  : 
Asked  :  "  What  meal  are  you  selling  weekly  "  "  None  now  to  the  people  except 
bhat  on  orders  from  the  'Committee.'"  "How  much  last  year  at  this 
time  ?  "  "  We  and  the  other  shops  sold  four  to  six  tons  of  meal  a  week — and 
all  the  people  get  now  is  about  one  and  a-half  tons  per  week  from  the  '  Com- 
mittee.' "  "  How  much  tea  did  you  sell  last  year  per  week  ?  "  "  About  four  or 
five  pounds,  and  now  all  I  sell  is  a  quarter  of  a  pound  each  to  the  relieving 
officer  and  myself  ;  and  the  little  chest  I  ordered  is  going  back  to  the  merchant." 
"  How  much  tobacco  was  sold  weekly  last  year?  "  "  Five  or  six  pounds,  and 
now  I  have  only  an  empty  canister  ;  no  one  can  buy.  We  cannot  give  more 
credit,  the  people  owe  me  from  £4  or  £5  to  £10  and  some  £17  each,  and  I  owe 
my  merchant  at  Westport,  and  cannot  pay  him."  "  Were  the  rents  paid  ?  "  we 
asked.      "  Yes,  up  to  March,  1885  ;  but  now  it  is  impossible." 

The  people  spoke  of  the  stoppage  of  credit  as  one  great  cause  of  the  distress. 
' '  Last  year  we  could  get  a  bag  of  meal  on  credit,  for  they  knew  we  would  pay 
when  we  came  back  from  England  or  had  the  little  beast  or  cow  to  sell.  This 
year  the  English  wages  came  to  nothing,  the  most  we  brought  home  with  us 
was  £2,  £3,  or  £4,  and  many  earned  nothing  and  had  to  send  for  or  borrow 
money  to  bring  us  back  and  some  are  staying  in  England  because  they  had  no 
earnings  to  bring  them  home. "  "  Are  you  as  badly  off  as  in"  1879-80  ?"  "  We  are 
worse,  yer  honour,  because  we  had  the  English  earnings  then,  and  could  get  a 
price  for  the  cattle.  Now,  if  we  drove  the  cattle  to  four  fairs  we  cannot  get  a 
price,  and  the  shopman  will  not  give  us  a  bag  of  meal  (14s. )  for  a  beast  !  I  sold  my 
cow  for  15s.,  and  now  have  no  milk  for  the  family."  This  impossibility  of 
getting  a  sale  foi  the  cattle  I  heard  of  everywhere. 

Here,  then,  in  this  village  is  a  summary  of  the  condition  of  the  island, 
except  that  in  the  better  villages  10  or  15  or  20  per  cent,  of  the  people  may 
have  a  little  store  of  seed  and  some  means  to  buy  potatoes. 

The  four  causes  of  the  present  condition  cannot  be  more  clearly  shown 
than  from  the  above.  (1)  Destruction  of  the  potato  crop  by  the  August 
storms.  (2)  Want  of  English  earnings  from  shortness  of  labour  there.  (3) 
Inability  to  sell  stock  where  held.     (4)  Stoppage  of  credit. 

For  the  immediate  provision  of  seed  potatoes  I  arranged  to  supply 
sufficient  Scotch  Champions  for  750  or  800  families,  in  quantities  varying 
from  five  to  ten  cwt.  according  to  number  in  the  family.  Lists  were  prepared 
with  the  utmost  care  and  verified  as  we  went  round  the  villages  or  by  consulta- 
tion with  those  most  qualified  to  judge.  Further,  no  seed  is  to  be  delivered 
to  the  applicants  unless  a  form  supplied  to  them  has  been  signed  by  two  of 
the  head  men  of  the  village,  stating  that  the  lands  are  cultivated.  The 
announcement  of  this  grant  was  received  with  the  utmost  thankfulness,  and 
seemed  to  fill  the  hearts  of  the  people  with  renewed  energy  and  hope.  I  must 
not  conclude  this  notice  of  Achill  without  saying  that  the  Relief  Committee 
appeared  to  be  working  with  the  utmost  energy  to  meet  the  present  emergency, 
and  as  it  is  dependent  on  subscriptions  its  position  is  a  very  difficult  one. 
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On  ieaving  the  island  of  Achill,  I  closely  inspected  various  villages 
on  the  mainland  lying  between  Achill  and  Westport,  as  well  as  other 
portions  of  the  Mayo  coast,  south-west  of  Westport,  a  distance  in  all 
of  50  or  60  miles.  Some  notes  of  my  visits  to  these  districts,  taken  on 
the  spot,  will  be  found  in  the  reports  on  the  mainland  (pp.  9,  10).  So 
convinced  was  I  of  the  necessity  of  informing  the  Government  of 
their  distressed  condition  that  on  the  day  after  my  return  to  West- 
port  I  proceeded  to  Dublin  to  confer  with  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  the 
Local  Government  Board.  For,  quite  apart  from  the  necessity  of  ob- 
taining a  much  larger  private  fund  for  the  supply  of  seed  potatoes 
for  the  mainland,  it  appeared  evident  that  other  relief  measures  were 
absolutely  required  to  bridge  over  the  time  which  must  elapse 
between  the  planting  and  gathering  of  the  crops. 

Owing  tO'  this  and  other  representations,  Mr.  John  Morley  intro- 
duced into  the  House  of  Commons  a  short  Bill  for  the  relief  of 
distress  in  several  of  the  Western  Unions,  and  a  Commission  for 
carrying  out  useful  relief  works,  chiefly  roads  and  piers,  is  now  in 
operation  in  the  districts,  of  which  Mr.  Christopher  Redington  was 
appointed  chairman. 

During  my  temporary  absence  in  Dublin  Captain  R.  Fair  visited 

the  islands  of   Boffin  and  Shark.     His  report,    dated   20th  March, 

is  to  the    following    effect : — After    making    most  minute  inquiries 

he  is  of  opinion  that  the  population  of  the  two  small  islands  is  in  a 

worse  condition  than  that  in  the  poorest  districts    of  Achill.     He 

further  confirmed  this  opinion  by  the  evidence  of  Father  Colloran,  P.P., 

the    police,    coastguard,    medical    officer,    and    shopkeepers,    whose 

statements    disclose     a    state   of  destitution   in   Boffin   and    Shark 

considered  to    be    worse  than  that    of    1879-80.     Father    Colloran 

stated  that  a  few  weeks  since  he  had  distributed  to  a  few  families  a 

small  quantity  of  seed  potatoes,  and  after  doing  so  it  had  come  to  his 

knowledge  that,  in  their  great  hunger  some  of  the  people  had  eaten 

them,  having  no  other  food.     As  the  local  committee  had  no  funds  at 

its  disposal,  it  seemed  necessary  to  guard  against  this  contingency  in 

reference    to    the   intended    supply    of    seed   potatoes,  by  sending 

some  meal  to  the  island.   Captain  Fair  therefore  returned  to  Westport 

to  arrange  for  the  immediate  shipment  of  five  tons  of  Indian  meal, 

which  was   despatched  the  following  day  in  one    of   the    gunboats 

placed  by  the  Admiralty  under  orders  to  assist  in  the  work.   Further 

extracts  from   the   evidence  of  persons  in  the  island  of  Boffin  will 

further  confirm  Captain  Fair's  statement, 

Mrs.  Barrett,  Shopkeeper. — I  used   to  sell  half  a-ton   of   flour  and  one 
ton  of  meal  per  week  ;  now  hardly  sell  anything  ;  about  3s.  per  week  ;  the  times 
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are  far  worse  than  in  79  and   '80,  far  worse  ;  remembers  '46  ;  thinks  this  is 
ust  as  bad.     Only  for  what  they  are  getting  from  the  priest  they  would  be 
just  as  bad.     Fishing  has  failed  entirely  this  year  ;  the  people  want  new  nets 
badly.     As  for  selling  tea  and  tobacco  they  laughed  at  the  very  idea. 

Mark  Cunane. — I  sowed  four  bushels  (192  stone)  last  year,  but  they  were 
hardly  worth  digging.  Have  had  no  potatoes  since  Christmas.  Have  six 
children,  the  eldest  fifteen.  Have  lived  on  sea-weed  since  the  potatoes  were 
finished  till  last  month,  when  the  priest  gave  me  a  little  meal. 

Pat  Lavell. — I  have  six  children  (nearly  naked,  sleeping  in  one  bed).  No 
potatoes  at  all.  I  fish  a  little  but  have  caught  scarcely  anything.  Have  one  and 
a-half  acres  (Irish)  ;  could  sow  three  and  a-half  bushels  of  potatoes.  His  wife 
said  she  had  to  sell  her  bed  and  blanket  to  get  food  ;  would  have  starved  if  it 
were  not  for  the  priest.  (Lavell  tried  to  prevent  his  wife  making  the  statement 
but  could  not  stop  her. ) 

Michael  Davis,  Shopkeeper. — Five  weeks  ago  went  to  Westport  and  bought 
one  ton  of  meal.  It  is  not  all  sold  yet,  though  the  priest  bought  some  of  it. 
Used  to  sell  one  ton  in  a  fortnight  before  now.  Sold  over  £40  worth  of  fish  in 
Westport  up  to  Patrick's  Day,  1885  ;  has  only  sold  seven  or  eight  dozen  fish  this 
year,  for  which  got  £1. 

Acting  Sergeant  Patrick  Coghlan,  R.I.C. — I  have  been  stationed  on  the 
island  three  separate  times,  and  have  now  been  in  charge  14  months.  The 
people  are  miserably  poor,  and  in  many  cases  try  and  hide  their  poverty. 
I  have  relieved  many  families  myself  privately.  I  never  remember  the 
people  so  poor — they  are  far  worse  than  in  1880.  I  was  at  Cleggan  then,  eight 
miles  off.  The  failure  of  the  potatoes  is  the  chief  cause  of  the  want.  They 
have  also  caught  no  fish  this  winter,  which  adds  greatly  to  the  distress.  I 
attribute  the  failure  in  fishing  to  the  want  of  proper  boats  and  nets.  I  myself 
have  seen  large  shoals  of  fish  escaping  for  want  of  nets. 

On  my  return  to  Westport  from  Dublin  the  distribution  of  seed 
potatoes  at  once  commenced.  The  first  cargo  arrived  at  Westport 
on  the  25th  of  March. 

The  difficulties  experienced  in  conveying  the  seed  to  the  Islands  as 
well  as  in  its  subsequent  distribution  were  very  great.  The  weather 
was  extraordinarily  stormy,  and  for  more  than  a  fortnight  the  wind, 
and  frequently  snow  and  hail,  were  constantly  fighting  against  us. 

There  is  no  harbour  or  pier  of  any  size  on  the  island  of  Achill,  and 
for  many  days  no  gunboat  or  other  vessel  could  approach  the  coast  ; 
this  compelled  us  to  store  the  potatoes  at  Westport  (30  miles  distant), 
where  they  were  left  by  the  Glasgow  steamers  awaiting  tranship- 
ment to  the  islands,  in  gunboats. 

On  more  than  one  occasion,  after  being  detained  some  days  in 
harbour,  the  gunboats  were  driven  back  into  port  after  attempting  to 
make  the  passage.  Nor  did  the  difficulty  end  here,  for  when  able 
to  arrive  in  Achill  the  discharge  of  30  to  60  tons  of  potatoes  over  the 
shipside  into  hookers  or  boats  was  attended  with  no  small  risk  and 
trouble  in  the    open    roadstead.     The  work  was  consequently  very 


much  delayed,  and  it  took  more  than  three  weeks  to  complete  the 
distribution  in  the  island  of  Achill  alone. 

In  this  island  944  families  were  supplied  with  seed  ;  and  in  Boffin 
and  Shark  223  out  of  240  families  on  the  islands.  The  supply  of  seed 
potatoes  to  these  1,167  families  amounted   in  the  whole  to  455  tons. 

The  potatoes  supplied  were  Scotch  Champions :  subsequently 
nearly  all  the  seed  potatoes  were  purchased  in  Londonderry,  being 
Champions  grown  in  the  North  of  Ireland  from  seed  recently  im- 
ported. 

Leaving  the  islands,  I  now  proceed  to  report  on  the  work  done 
on  the  mainland. 

Mainland — Coast  of  Connaught. 

As  already  noted,  it  soon  became  evident  that  the  storms  which 
had  injured  the  potato  crop  on  the  islands  had  with  greater  or  less 
severity  affected  the  whole  coast  line  of  Connaught.  If  the  work  at- 
tempted in  the  islands  was  a  necessity,  equally  was  it  needed  for  the 
inhabitants  of  the  villages  and  hamlets  on  the  rugged  coasts  of 
Mayo  and  Galway. 

How  great  was  the  extent  of  the  destitution  will  be  seen  from  the 

following  extract  from  notes  taken  at  the  time  of  my  visit  to  some  of 

these  villages  on  the  northern  shores  of  Clew  Bay.     In  these  visits  I 

had  the  great  advantage  of  being  accompanied  by  Mr.  A.  E.  Home, 

R.M.,  whose   acquaintance   with   the    district    and   sympathy    with 

the   people  gives  a   much  added    weight  to  any  information  I  might 

obtain. 

VILLAGE    OF    DOOBEG    ON    THE    MAINLAND. 

March  16th,  1886.      . 

In  this  village  there  are  thirteen  houses,  in  which  eighty-seven  people  live. 
Hugh  Cattigan's  daughter  lately  died  for  want  of  proper  nourishment,  and  he  had 
not  the  few  shillings  necessary  to  buy  a  coffin  for  her,  until  his  neighbours,  who 
are  almost  as  poor  as  himself,  subscribed  the  pence  which  they  received  for 
the  eggs  sold,  and  the  Mulranny  police  subscribed  their  shillings  to  buy  the 
boards  required  to  make  a  coffin.  His  wife  and  another  daughter  are  now  sick 
in  the  house,  and  evidently  in  want  of  sufficient  food.  He  has  only  two 
or  three  "  cleaves  "  of  potatoes  in  the  world,  and  has  now  no  other  food.  A  few 
days  ago  he  got  two  stones  of  meal  on  credit  from  a  shopkeeper,  although  he 
owed  him  already  from  £4  to  £5.  He  has  a  boat  which  he  bought  for  £10,  which 
Mr.  Brady  (Fishing  Inspector)  had  lent  him.  Out  of  this  £10  he  has  paid  35s. 
and  owes  the  rest.  He  also  got  a  set  of  nets  from  the  same  source,  for  which  he 
owes  £6  6s.  He  lost  the  nets  last  year  in  a  storm,  and  nearly  lost  his  life  and  his 
boat  in  trying  to  save  them.  He  would  have  been  drowned  had  not  his  neighbours 
joined  hands  and  went  out  into  the  sea  to  save  him.  Has  seven  in  family.  Got 
2s.  from  the  Relieving  Officer,  but  no  more  since.  He  has  no  seed,  but 
has  his  land  ready  for  seed  and  hopes  that  God  may  send  it  to  him.  He  usually 
sows  two  barrels  of  potatoes  (32  cwt.),  sufficient  for  one  and  a-quarter  acres,  and 
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he  also  sows  about  three-quarters  of  an  acre  of  oats.  He  has  not  a  grain  of  oats 
to  sow  now.  He  has  no  cattle  except  a  calf  two  years  old.  He  had  three  beasts 
two  years  ago.  In  former  years  he  used  to  buy  £10  to  £12  worth  of  provisions, 
along  with  what  he  raised  on  the  land.  He  made  the  money  on  cattle  and  on 
fishing. 

John  Malley's  rent  is  £2  4s.  He  paid  rent  last  November  two  years,  but 
could  pay  none  since.  This  is  the  case  with  every  man  in  Doobeg.  About  half 
the  men  went  to  England  last  year.  In  a  crowd  of  about  twenty,  who  were  round 
us,  one  man  stated  he  had  brought  less  than  £1  home  with  him  from  England 
last  year.  Another  had  £1.  Others  had  similar  small  sums,  but  one  brought 
£8  home  earned  at  St.  Michael's,  where  he  has  worked  for  many  summers 
now.  This  man  has  ten  in  family,  and  his  potatoes  lasted  him  but  three 
months,  so  his  money  is  all  gone,  and  he  has  no  credit.  Another  man  brought 
£3  home  from  Lancashire.  Another,  who  stated  he  sometimes  brought  £9,  and 
sometimes  £12  from  England,  brought  but  £1  this  year,  and  his  potatoes  lasted 
only  till  Christmas.  He  got  an  £8  loan  from  Mr.  Brady  to  buy  a  boat,  and  he 
cannot  pay  the  "  cess  "  which  is  now  coming  due  on  that  loan. 

Another  man  stated  he  used  to  sow  forty-eight  cwt.  of  potatoes  every  year,  and 
in  times  past,  when  he  had  only  himself  and  his  wife  to  feed,  and  when  the  crops 
were  good,  he  often  sold  five  tons  of  potatoes  in  the  year,  for  he  reclaimed  land 
off  the  wild  mountains,  and  went  out  to  sea  and  got  seaweed  ;  but  now  he  has  a 
houseful  of  children,  and  is  failing  to  feed  them,  for  instead  of  selling 
potatoes  they  were  all  used  before  Christmas,  and  he  has  been  buying  meal 
since  on  credit,  and  now  all  his  credit  is  used  up.  He  has  one  cow,  which  he 
took  to  five  fairs,  but  was  not  even  asked  the  price  of  her.  He  would  be  glad  to 
take  £2  for  her  if  he  could  get  as  much. 

Martin  Patton's  circumstances  are  about  the  same.  He  sold  a  four-year-old 
cow  after  calving  for  £3  ;  and  was  at  three  fairs  before  he  succeeded  in  selling 
her.  He  sold  her  in  Newport  fair  and  bought  Indian  meal  with  the  price  of  her, 
but  that  is  all  used  now.  He  bought  this  cow  last  year  at  Achill  fair,  from  a 
man  named  Cafferkey,  of  Meelin,  for  £11. 

Peter  O'Donnell  lost  £7  worth  of  nets  the  day  Hugh  Cattigan's  boat  was 
broken  and  nets  lost.  Owing  to  sickness  in  almost  every  house  in  Doobeg  we 
could  not  enter  many  of  them.  We  saw  enough,  however,  to  convince  us  of 
the  universal  distress.  The  police  who  accompanied  us  stated  that  the  people 
are  far  worse  off  now  than  in  1879-80,  and  that  not  one  of  the  Doobeg  men  has 
potatoes  to  sow.  They  saw  them  dig  them  last  harvest,  and  they  were  not 
worth  digging,  being  "  no  bigger  than  marbles." 

We- noticed  that  all  the  Doobeg  people  have  their  land  prepared  for  seed,  but 
we  found  there  was  actually  but  one  small  pit  of  potatoes  in  the  entire 
village. 

COSHLECKA. 

March  16th,  1886. 

In  this  villages  there  are  nine  families,  comprising  66  people.  They  have  no 
potatoes,  even  their  seed  is  eaten,  and  they  owe  three  years'  rent. 

James  Moran's  rent  is  £2  5s. ,  but  owing  to  the  poverty  of  his  crops,  he 
has  not  been  able  to  pay  any  rent  these  three  years.  He  has  eleven  in  family. 
He  owns  one  cow  and  one  calf  ;  he  would  be  glad  to  take  £3  or  even  £2  for  the 
cow  and  £1  for  the  calf.  He  would  sow  two  tons  of  potatoes  if  he  had  seed  ;  but 
this  year  his  crop  did  not  bring  him  two  tons  altogether,  and  they  were 
all  used  before  Christmas  ;  whereas,  in  a  good  year,  he  would  have  a  few 
barrels  to  sell.     He  has  a  boat,  but  last  year  the  fishing  was  bad  ;  he  bought 


2l 


9 

the  boat  with  money  he  had  on  loan  from  Mr.  Brady  and  is  not  able  to  pay 
the  "  cess  "  now  coming  due  on  that  loan. 

James  Grehan's  circumstances  are  nearly  similar.  He  was  nine  weeks  in 
England  last  year  but  could  not  bring  anything  home. 

Pat  Grehan  says  :  ' '  We  are  now  living  on  meal  ;  some  of  us  got  it  in 
Newport  from  men  who  knew  us  and  gave  us  credit,  and  Father  Coan  got 
meal  for  some  of  us  who  had  no  credit  by  going  bail  for  us  ;  but  he  told  us  he 
cannot  bail  us  any  more.  He  got  me  a  bag."  (Note,  this  is  the  man  whose  mother 
gave  some  of  this  bag  of  meal  to  John  Grehan  in  Mulranny,  see  below. 
Pat  Grehan  further  stated  :  "  All  of  us  were  here  in  '79  and  '80,  and  we  are 
worse  off  now,  for  we  got  a  little  relief  then,  and  had  a  little  'praties,'  and 
some  of  us  had  cattle,  which  then  went  from  £5  to  £10.  Now  we  could  not  get 
30s.  for  a  cow  or  more  than  10s.  for  a  calf.  Sixteen  stone  of  Indian  meal  costs 
14s.  in  Mulranny,  and  would  keep  a  family  of  six  for  two  weeks  well  ;  we  are 
living  on  far  less  now  and  don't  even  know  where  to  get  that  any  more." 


MULRANNY  VILLAGE. 

March  16th. 

Near  Mulranny  we  were  stopped  by  two  men,  John  and  Michael  Cleary, 
who  informed  us  that  they  were  both  under  ejectment  decrees.  The  child  of 
one  of  them  accompanied  them.  Examined  him  alone.  He  (the  child)  stated  he 
had  Indian  meal  for  breakfast  ;  that  they  had  eaten  no  potatoes  for  a  month. 
The  Clearys  said :  We  have  now  no  provision  at  all,  and  a  good  many  in  the  village 
are  as  bad  ;  we  were  under  decree  before,  three  years  ago,  and  we  had  to  pay  the 
sheriff,  and  we  are  sunk  in  debt  since  !  We  pay  £5  12s.  6d.  rent  ;  and 
there  is  a  decree  against  each  of  us,  for  we  are  a  joint  holding.  We  have 
not  one  potato  ;  we  bought  meal  from  Mr.  Moran's,  and  now  we  have  no  more 
money  and  we  have  no  credit."  With  the  Clearys  was  Thomas  Maguire,  who 
stated  that  he  had  about  three  cwt.  of  potatoes  and  no  other  provision  in  the 
world. 

Pat  Masterson  has  a  boy  who  has  been  in  bed  six  months  with  a  bad  leg, 
a  most  pitiable  object.  His  wife's  father,  an  old  man  of  90,  was  lying 
on  a  bed  with  the  most  scanty  bed  clothing,  the  old  man  being  naked  in 
the  bed,  no  shirt  on.  Masterson  has  a  little  cow  and  calf,  and  about  seven  or 
eight  cwt.  of  potatoes.  He  paid  his  rent  (£4)  last  November,  and  has  nothing 
now  to  live  on.  Thought  he  had  done  very  wrong  in  paying  his  rent,  for  his 
children  were  now  in  want  of  food  ;  but  his  fear  was  that  he  would  be  turned 
out  in  the  middle  of  the  winter  if  he  didn't,  and  he  thought  it  better  to  give 
all  the  means  he  had  to  pay  his  rent  and  thus  secure  the  children  having  a 
house  over  them  during  the  winter.  Two  other  owners  told  the  same  story 
with  regard  to  the  rent,  and  it  was  corroborated  by  the  Sergeant  of  Police. 

Sergeant  McGuinness  states  there  are  forty-six  families  in  Mulranny,  of  whom 
fifteen  families  are  now  very  badly  off,  and  many  more  will  be  so  in  a  short  time. 
Not  more  than  ten  families  in  the  village  could  plant  their  ground  without  help  ! 

Michael  Joyce  has  one  little  pit  of  potatoes,  and  nine  in  family,  whom  he  is 
feeding  on  meal  and  potatoes  ;  he  got  the  meal  on  credit,  and  his  wife  re- 
marked, "  sure  the  books  of  the  whole  of  them  is  dirty  with  our  names."  His 
rent  is  £3  Is.  6d. ,  and  there  is  a  decree  against  him. 

John  Grehan  is  in  absolute  want,  ' '  having  but  a  quarter  of  a  stone  of 
meal  between  himself  and  starvation."  He  often  brought  £16  out  of  England, 
last  year  he  brought  £6  7s. ,  but  he  has  yet  to  pay  for  the  most  of  the  meal 
he  had  last  year,  so  that  he  is  ashamed  to  go  near  the  shop.  He  did  well 
with  his  English  earnings  until  the  past  three  years,  and  now  he  has  twelve 
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mouths  to  feed,  which  makes  him  so  much  poorer  than  his  neighbours.  His 
rent  is  £2  5s.  ;  he  owes  but  one  year's  rent ;  there  is  no  decree  against  him. 
The  poor  man  stated  :  "I  could  not  buy  three  stone  of  meal  if  it  was  to  save 
myself  and  my  family  from  starvation  for  ever,  if  I  was  to  die  for  it.  In  three 
weeks  I  will  not  have  one  potato  and  nowhere  to  go  for  a  bit,  and  now  I  have 
no  credit.  I  paid  the  little  rent  I  had  while  it  lasted.  My  children  go  to 
the  shore  and  pick  up  cockles  and  winkles.  I  do  not  know  where  to  go  nor 
who  to  ask  for  one  pound  of  meal.  If  I  got  anything  to  earn  for  the  last  two  or 
three  months  I  would  now  have  seed,  but  there  was  no  work  at  all.  I  cannot  go 
into  the  workhouse  with  my  big  family.  I  want  to  do  a  little  sowing  if  I 
can  get  seed  to  keep  them  next  year,  and  they  would  not  take  the  family  in 
unless  I  went  with  them.  I  don't  know  how  to  go  to  England  this  year,  for 
the  train  fare  is  £1  0s.  Id.  Myself  and  my  family  would  eat  one  cwt.  of  meal 
in  a  week,  and  I  would  seldom  be  trusting  to  that  in  good  times,  but  I  wish  I 
had  it  now.  The  quarter  of  a  stone  of  meal  I  have  in  the  house  now  is  the 
remains  of  what  I  got  from  my  mother  last  night.  My  mother  is  Ellen 
Grehan,  who  lives  in  Coshlecka,  (see  ante),  with  her  son,  my  brother  Pat.  She 
got  a  bag  of  meal  the  priest  bailed  for  her,  and  it's  part  of  that  meal  she  sent 
me.  I  have  about  seven  cwt.  of  potatoes  I  was  trying  to  save  for  seed,  but  I 
must  eat  them  now." 

Owen  Masterson  had  his  cow  lying  dead  in  his  house,  a  one-roomed  shed  ; 
she  died  last  night  after  a  calf.  His  rent  is  £2  10s. ,  and  he  owes  one  year's  rent. 
Went  to  England  while  he  was  able,  but  is  now  too  old  to  go  any  more  ;  brought 
home  only  £2  last  year ;  he  was  working  at  Preston.  Has  four  cwt.  of  seed 
potatoes,  but  must  now  eat  them.  Has  four  children  all  in  rags,  none  fit  to 
earn.  Is  in  the  habit  of  setting  ten  cwt.  of  potatoes  yearly  ;  has  no  credit  in  the 
shop,  and  got  no  meal  yet,  and  has  no  way  to  get  meal ;  the  cow  had  supported 
the  family  by  the  sale  of  her  milk. 

Another  man  stated,  ' '  I  owe  one  year's  rent  last  November,  and  there  is 
an  ejectment  decree  out  against  me  ;  so  I  do  not  know  what  day  I  may  be 
turned  out  and  be  without  a  roof  to  cover  my  sick  daughter.  I  am  carrying 
home  a  drop  of  paraffin  oil  (we  saw  he  had  a  pint  in  a  bottle)  to  have  a  light 
when  we  want  to  attend  her  by  night.  I  used  to  go  to  England  when  I  was 
able,  but  I  am  too  old  now.  The  land  was  wide  enough  for  profits  until 
this  year,  but  they  failed  me  this  year.  I  walked  twenty  miles  to-day,  and 
had  nothing  to  eat  since  a  little  breakfast  I  got." 

The  sergeant  of  Mulranny  informed  us  that  there  were  several  other  cases 
in  the  locality  quite  as  bad  as  those  we  had  seen,  and  some  even  worse.  He  had 
himself  relieved  several  to  save  them  from  starvation,  and  had  gone  bail  in 
Morgan's  shop  for  others.  He  went  bail  for  one  bag  of  meal,  which  he  is  sure  he 
will  have  to  pay  for,  as  the  man  for  whom  he  bought  it  is  in  so  deplorable  a 
state  that  he  will  not  be  able  to  pay  for  it. 

It  would  be  quite  beyond  the  limits  of  this  report  to  give 
details  as  full  as  the  above  of  all  the  districts  visited  during  a  journey 
prolonged  over  a  period  of  two  months,  and  extending  over  large 
portions  of  Mayo  and  Galway.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  these  faithfully 
represent  the  condition  of  thousands  of  the  small  holders  of  land 
scattered  along  the  whole  coast  line  of  Connaught. 

Convinced  of  the  reality  and  extent  of  the  distress  on  the  main- 
land, it  became  needful  to  endeavour  to  obtain  at  once  the  funds 
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required  to  provide  a  supply  of  seed  potatoes  for  a  population  four  or 
five  times  larger  than  that  on  the  islands,  scattered  at  intervals  along 
a  coast  line  of  nearly  200  miles.  To  be  thus  suddenly  called  upon 
to  supply  districts  wholly  without  railways  and  situated  on  a  line 
of  coast  nearly  equal  in  extent  to  the  three  English  counties  of 
Norfolk,  Suffolk,  and  Essex,  districts  accessible  only  for  these 
supplies  by  steamers,  and  dependent  upon  the  weather  (at  the  time 
unusually  severe),  was  a  task  of  no  small  difficulty.  In  addition,  the 
whole  of  the  funds  had  to  be  appealed  for  and  raised  in  the  very 
short  period  which  the  season  allowed  for  the  planting  of  potatoes. 

In  this  emergency  I  was  most  generously  helped  by  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  who  privately  gave  me  a  guarantee  to  a  considerable 
extent,  which  permitted  me  to  continue  the  work  of  investigation  and 
arrange,  in  part,  for  the  purchase  of  seed,  and  as  day  by  day  the 
funds  arrived  in  response  to  appeals,  which  appeared  in  several 
of  the  leading  London  newspapers,  I  was  ultimately  able  to  supply 
the  most  pressing  demands,  daily  showered  on  me  by  the  clergy  and 
others  in  the  districts  named. 

With  the  exception  of  Belmullet  and  Killala,  and  Innismurray 
Island,  where  owing  to  the  pressure  of  time  the  necessities  of  the 
people  were  investigated  and  distributions  of  seed  superintended  by 
Captain  Sampson,  L.G.B.  Inspector,  Father  Hewson,  and  Mr.  Nolan, 
R.O.,  I  visited  nearly  the  whole  of  the  other  portions  of  the  coast 
line,  and  with  the  invaluable  aid  of  Captain  Ruttledge  Fair,  who  was 
assisted  by  Mr.  F.  Robinson,  superintended  the  distribution  of  seed. 

The  selection  of  families  most  needing  help  from  the  somewhat 
promiscuous  lists  supplied  to  us  (including  sometimes  nearly  all  the 
families  in  the  district)  was  a  work  which  occupied  much  time  and 
thought.  The  difficulty  of  obtaining  precise  information,  and  of 
deciding  on  the  nice  shades  of  difference  in  the  needs  of  thousands  of 
applicants,  all  of  whom  were  poor,  was  enormous :  and  in  spite  of  all 
the  care  exercised,  it  is  too  much  to  hope  that  none  received  the  seed 
who  did  not  really  require  it.  On  the  other  hand,  I  feel  much  more 
assured  that  very  few,  if  any,  to  whom  the  supply  was  essential  were 
overlooked  in  the  districts  under  our  care. 

Whilst  preparing  this  report,  I  have  received  many  letters 
containing  a  most  satisfactory  account  of  the  progress  of  the  potato 
crop,  of  which  I  give  a  few  extracts,  as  follows : — 

EXTRACTS  FROM  LETTERS. 

Clifden. — "  I  beg  to  inform  you  that  the  seed  potatoes  distributed  by  you 
are  doing  well,  and  that  the  crops  are  promising  a  fruitful  harvest.      My  people 
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frequently  come  to  tell  how  grateful  they  have  reason  to  "be  to  you  and  to 
Mrs.  Tuke  for  your  kindly,  provident  efforts  in  their  regard.  They  will  gladly 
give  you  and  her  a  '  cead  mille  failthe  '  when  you  next  do  them  the  favour 
of  a  visit."— P.  Lynskey,  P.P.     June  10th,  1886. 

Clifden. — "  For  some  time  past  I  have  been  making  careful  inquiries  as  to 
the  general  state  of  the  potato  crop  in  this  Union,  and  in  occasional  drives 
through  the  district  to  see  and  gather  information  on  the  ground.  The  crop 
on  the  whole  is  splendid,  healthy  looking,  and  of  greater  extent  than  for  the 
past  few  years.  Passing  through  the  villages  you  may  easily  note  the  difference 
in  the  worn  out  native  seed  and  the  vigorous  and  luxuriant  growth  of  your  im- 
ported Champions.  Many  a  heartfelt  prayer  and  blessing  is  bestowed  by  the 
poor  people  on  good  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tuke  and  their  generous  and  charitable 
English  friends,  without  whose  benevolence  this  year's  crop  would  have  been  a 
poor  one  indeed,  and  the  state  of  affairs  (bad  as  it  is)  for  the  coming  year, 
would  be  something  too  melancholy  to  think  upon." — John  Burke,  Clerk  to 
the  Clifden  Union.     June  13th,  1886. 

Carna. — "The  crops  of  potatoes  from  the  seed  distributed  by  you  are 
looking  exceedingly  well.  I  never  saw  a  better  potato  crop  in  Connemara,  nor  a 
better  prospect  of  a  good  harvest.  The  seed  supplied  by  you  was  excellent. 
No  failure,  whatsoever,  of  any  of  the  seed  planted.  I  have  seen  nearly  all  the 
fields  from  this  to  Clifden,  and  from  Clifden  to  Roundstone,  through  Errismore, 
and  I  may  say  that  the  potato  crop  looks  well  and  very  healthy.  I  am  sure  you 
and  your  charitable  friends  would  be  delighted  if  you  now  saw  the  lovely  fields 
and  gardens  of  potatoes  along  the  Connemara  coast.  We  have,  indeed,  great 
reason  to  be  very  thankful  and  grateful  to  you.  I  don't  know  what  would  become 
of  this  people  only  for  you." — Thomas  Flannery,  P.P.     June  10th,  1886. 

Clifden. — "  You  will  like  to  know,  I  am  sure,  how  your  seed  potatoes  are 
doing.  They  are  coming  on,  I  am  glad  to  say,  remarkably  well.  So  far  as  I 
have  made  inquiries,  I  find  that  not  a  single  failure  has  occurred,  in  fact  the 
whole  country  is  now  in  a  smiling  condition,  and  if  they  escape  that  scourge, 
the  '  blight, '  you  will  have  every  reason  to  be  proud  that  your  efforts  to 
alleviate  the  distress  will  be  most  successful." — P.  C.  Gorham,  Medical  Officer. 
1st  June. 

Letterfrack. — "I  beg  to  inform  you  that  the  seed  potatoes  supplied  by 
your  Committee  are  doing  splendidly,  and  show  a  marked  difference  to  the  seeds 
hitherto  sown  in  this  district,  and  are  a  great  boon  to  the  people  of  this 
locality,  many  of  whom  would  have  left  their  land  waste  were  it  not  that  your 
Committee  came  so  kindly  to  their  aid." — Stephen  Joyce,  R.O.   June  10th,  1886. 

Leenane. — "  I  have  heard  from  all  sides  a  very  satisfactory  account  of  the 
appearance  of  the  potato  crop  from  the  seed  you  so  generously  supplied  to  the 
poor  people  of  this  locality.  My  people  all  tell  me  they  look  much  better  than 
the  crop  from  their  own  seed." — R.  W.  McKeown,  Leenane.     June  9th. 

Boffin  Island. — "lam  very  happy  to  state  that  the  potato  crop  of  the 
island  looks  well.  The  seed  received  from  you,  although  planted  late,  came 
over  ground  very  quickly.  Should  God  grant  a  favourable  season,  I  have  no 
doubt  the  islanders  will  have  a  very  plentiful  produce  off  the  potato  crop." — 
M.  Colleran,  P.P.     June  9th,  1886. 

Achill. — "  The  crops  this  year  are  as  late  as  ever  I  recollect,  but  your  seed, 
which  is  taking  the  lead,  is  admitted  the  best  and  most  promising.  If  the  dis- 
trict be  so  fortunate  as  to  escape  the  summer  blight  and  storms,  your  seed  will 
be  the  means  of  keeping  hundreds  of  families  from  becoming  a  permanent 
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charge  as  paupers.  The  recipients  are  grateful  to  you  for  your  charity, 
and  look  upon  it  as  the  only  way  '  to  put  us  on  our  legs  again,'  and  hundreds 
of  '  God  bless  Mr.  Tuke  '  are  given.'  "—P.  Lavelle,  R.O.     June  17th,  1886. 

Newport. — "It  affords  me  very  great  pleasure  to  be  able  to  say  that 
so  far  the  potato  crop — especially  that  portion  of  it  for  which  we  are  indebted 
to  your  very  great  kindness — is  progressing  remarkably  well.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  some  few  are  a  little  short  in  quantity  ;  many  people,  however,  have  a 
really  good  tillage  made,  and  if  circumstances  are  at  all  favourable,  I  have 
every  hope  that  we  shall  be  blessed  with  an  abundant  harvest." — John 
McHale,  C.  C.     June  10th, 

Islandeady. — "  The  potatoes  were  a  real  blessing.     Fancy   the   pleasure    it 
gave  us  to  see  the  people,  amongst  whom  they  were  distributed,  working   hard 
putting  them  in  the  ground  the  day  after  they  got  them." — P.  J.  Cocoran 
P.P.,  Islandeady,  Castlebar.     June  4£h,  1886. 

Killala. — "I  am  happy  to  tell  you  that  crops  from  the  seed  potatoes  dis- 
tributed by  your  committee  are  looking  splendidly,  and  promise  an  excellent 
return.  We  have  alternate  sunshine  and  shower,  and  present  indications 
are  altogether  favourable." — P.  J.  Nolan,  P.  P.     June  9th. 

Belmullet. — "  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  say  that  everywhere  the  crops  look 
healthy  and  far  advanced  since  the  soft  weather  set  in.  Reports  of  the 
Champion  crop  everywhere  are  cheerful  ;  the  people  are  in  high  hopes  of  a  pro- 
sperous harvest,  and  I  must  say  they  are  nowhere  unmindful  of  the  kind 
benefactors  who  have  laid  the  foundation  of  such  hopes.  They  have  unfortu- 
nately been  the  recipients  of  relief  in  various  ways  for  years  past,  but  it  is  now 
an  established  fact  that  in  all  the  money  that  has  been  expended  in  relief  none 
has  ever  been  of  such  a  lasting  benefit  to  the  poor  as  that  given  by  you  in 
Champion  seed  some  years  ago  to  our  poor  people.  Knowing  the  plenty  that 
then  followed  while  the  seed  remained  good,  no  wonder  they  hopefully  look  to  the 
future  and  say  'God  bless  the  givers'  in  the  fulness  of  their  hearts. " — J.  A. 
Nolan,  R.O.     June  12th,  1886. 

In  addition  te  the  foregoing  from  residents  in  the  districts  assisted, 
I  have  been  favoured  with  two  letters,  one  from  the  Vice-President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board,  Dublin,  Sir  Henry  Robinson,  who 
has  recently  paid  a  visit  to  the  West  of  Ireland,  and  the  other  from 
Mr.  Christopher  Redington,  Chairman  of  the  recently  appointed 
Piers  and  Roads  Commission. 

Sir  Henry  Robinson  to  J.  H.  Tuke. 

"  March  19th,  1886. 

' '  I  have  just  returned  from  a  short  tour  in  the  West,  having  visited 
Belmullet,  Achill,  Clare  Island,  and  parts  of  Clifden  and  Oughterard  Unions, 
and  you  will  be  glad  to  hear  that  there  is  a  magnificent  crop  of  potatoes  from 
the  seed  you  were  so  good  as  to  supply. 

"  They  are  all  above  ground,  being  in  many  places  a  foot  high.  I  never  saw 
a  finer  promise,  and  my  son  Harry,  who  was  with  me,  thinks  that  there  is 
more  land  under  potatoes  in  Achill  and  Belmullet  than  has  been  the  case  for 
many  years.  The  poor  ought  certainly  to  be  well  off  next  year  if  there  is  no 
blight,  which  is  not  very  likely  to  happen  owing  to  the  change  of  seed. 

' '  I  write  you  this  as  I  think  it  will  be  gratifying  to  you  and  Mrs.  Tuke  to 
hear  of  the  success  which  has  attended  your  good  work." 
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From  C«  T.  Redington,  Esq., 

Chairman  of  Piers  and  Roads  Commission. 

"  June  10th,  1886. 

"As  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  judge,  your  potatoes  are  at  present 
doing  remarkably  well.  They  offer  a  very  strong  contrast  to  the 
plants  grown  from  old  seed  in  adjoining  ridges.  The  people  seem 
much  pleased  at  the  vigorous  growth  of  the  '  Tuke  potatoes,'  as 
they  call  them.  I  hope  they  will  long  remember  your  kindness  and 
timely  assistance.  I  don't  think  any  thoughtful  person  can  overvalue  what 
you  have  done  for  them.  We  hope  to  make  a  good  harbour,  three-quarters  of  a 
mile  south-west  of  Keel,  in  Achill  Island,  which  is  perfectly  landlocked  and  can 
shelter  large  hookers.  It  is  a  costly  job  ;  but  if  we  succeed,  there  will  be  some 
hope  for  Achill.  I  was  greatly  impressed  by  the  works  of  Major  Gaskell,  in  the 
Carraroe  district.  (These  works  were  carried  out  by  funds  supplied  by  the  Duchess 
of  Marlborough's  Fund  in  1880.)  '  The  Major's  time  '  is  an  epoch  over  there. 
I  never  heard  a  man  so  blessed  by  the  poor  people.  He  knew  what  they  wanted 
and  tried  to  give  them  the  needed  accommodation  in  piers,  &c. ,  but  owing  to  lack 
of  funds  he  was  not  able  to  finish  the  works  as  well  as  they  should  have  been  ; 
and  we  will  take  a  good  many  of  them  in  hand  again.  The  only  way  to  do  what 
is  right  in  these  matters  is  to  live  among  the  people  as  '  The  Major  '  did. 
For  want  of  local  knowledge  great  mistakes  have  been  made  in  fishery  piers. 
I  hope  we  may  not  add  to  the  number  of  failures." 

Throughout  our  work  we  received  much  assistance  from  the  clergy 
and  other  residents  in  the  districts  relieved.  As  the  result  of  the  work 
just  noted,  I  beg  to  append  a  list  of  the  places  assisted  and  of  the 
quantities  of  seed  supplied.  The  total  number  of  families  assisted 
exceeds  6,000,  and  the  amount  expended  has  been  over  £5,000. 
The  cost  of  the  potatoes  has  varied  from  £3  to  £3  15s.  per  ton, 
including  freight  and  sacks  for  which  we  were  charged  5s.  per 
ton,  a  large  portion  of  which  has  been  repaid.  The  total  amount 
of  contributions  from  first  to  last  for  the  islands  and  mainland  has 
been  £5,207.  There  are,  however,  some  liabilities  incurred  which 
will  nearly  absorb  the  balance. 

I  cannot  conclude  my  report  without  an  expression  of  sincere 
gratitude  for  the  assistance  and  marked  kindness  invariably 
extended  to  me  by  His  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Lady 
Aberdeen,  and  the  Chief  Secretary. 

My  grateful  thanks  are  also  due  to  Sir  Robert  Hamilton,  to  the 
Vice-President  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  to  Lieut.-Col. 
Turner,  and  to  Admiral  Hickley,  and  the  officers  of  the  gunboats. 
I  wish  also  specially  to  record  my  sense  of  the  invaluable  services 
rendered  by  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Constabulary,  Coastguard,  and 
crews  of  the  gunboats. 

A  complete  cash  account  is  annexed.     See  page  25. 

J.  H.  TUKE. 

Hitchin,  June,  1886. 
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DISTRIBUTION   OF   SEED   POTATOES. 


List  of  Places  Supplied,  and  Quantities  to  Each. 


Achill  Island  ...... 

Boffin  and  Shark  Islands 

Belmullet,  Rossport,  and  Island  of  Inniskea    . 

Killala  and  Innismurray  Island 

Villages  on  North  Shore  of  Clew  Bay,  Newport 

Villages  on  South  Shore  of  Clew  Bay,  Westport 

Leenane,  &c.  ....... 

Cleggan  and  Renvyle,  Silerna,  Omey  Island,  Clifden,  Round 

stone,  Cashel,  Carna,  Kilkerran,  all  in  Clifden  Union 
Carraroe,  Oughterard  Union  ..... 

Sundry  Payments  to  supply  Seed,  for  Partry,  Augogower,  &c. 


375  Tons 

80 
140 

20 
100 
120 

20 

480 
20 
70 


1425  Tons 


-  it  . 


y 
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FIRST   SUBSCRIPTION. 


In  answer  to  private  circular   and  appeal  for  Achill   and   other  islands 

West  Coast  of  Ireland. 


Duke  of  Bedford,  K.  G 

Rt.  Hon.  W.  H.  Smith,  M.P.  ... 
Frederick  Pennington,  Esq. 
J.  P.  Thomasson,  Esq.    ... 
Collected  by  J.    S.    Fry,   Esq., 
Bristol,  as  under  :     


£ 
100 
100 
100 
100 


s.  d. 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0    0 


143  17    6 


Abbott,  H.N 

Binns,  Mrs.  Maria 

Bobbett,  J.  W 

Charleton,  Mrs.  Catherine 

Cotterell,  F.  F 

Daniell,  Jas.  Livett 

Evans,  Sparke 

Friend,  A 

Friend,  A    . . 

Fry,  Francis 

Fry,  Fi-ancis  Jas 

Fryer,  Mrs.  Sarah 

Garnett,  Mrs 

Gay,  George 

Gayner,  John 

Grace,  Mrs.  A.  R. 

Grace,  Alex. 

Greenwood,  xMiss  Mary  . . 

Hunt,  Miss  A 

Hunt,  Miss  Anne  M.      . . 

Hunt,  Miss  Catherine  . . 

Hunt,  Octavius 

Johnson,  Mrs. 

Kidd,  Richard 

Leech,  Joseph 

Marriott,  Miss  Ellen     . . 

Marriott,  Miss  Hannah  . . 

Naish,  Mrs.  M.  A. 
Naish,  Mrs.  S.  A. 

Pease,  Mrs. 
Pease,  Miss 
Pease,  Miss  R.  E. 
Pease,  T.  H.  Ormston   . . 

Rich,  Miss  H 

Rose,  J.  S 

Rose  and  Harris 

Rutter,  Mrs.  S 

Shipley,  Alfred 
Sturge,  Miss  Catherine . . 
Sturge,  Miss  H.  M. 
Sturge,  Miss  Matilda     . . 

Sturge,  Robt.  F 

Sturge,  Walter 
Sturge,  William 

Thomas,  Mrs.  D 

Thomas,  Miss 

Thomas,  Miss  L 

Thomas,  Mrs.  George    . . 
Tothill,  Miss 
Tuckett,  Francis  F. 
Wedmore,  Thomas 
Yeardley,  A 


s.   d. 
0     0 


0  10 

1  1 


0  10 

10    0 

5    0 

2     0 

0  10 

1  0 
0  10 


0  10 

0  10 
2  10 

1  0 
0  10 

2  0 
5  0 
2  2 
2  2 
0  10 
5    0 


£ 

s. 

d. 

William  Rathbone,  Esq.,  M.P. 

50 

0 

0 

Stephen  Winkworth,  Esq. 

50 

0 

0 

Algernon  Peckover,  Esq. 

50 

0 

0 

Collected   by  Lady  Young,    as 

under  : 

86 

5 

0 

£   s.  d. 

Mrs.  Lyell 15    0    0 

Mrs.  Baring  Young        . .  10    0    0 

Sir    T.    Brassey,     Bart., 

M.P 10    0 

Lord  Justice  Bowen       . .     5    0    0 

Francis  Hicks,  Esq.       ..500 

Lord  Justice  Fry  . .         ..500 

Theodore  Walrond,  C.B.     5    0    0 

Miss  R.  Lyell       . .         ..500 

Henry  Hart,  Esq.           ..500 

Claude  Monteflore,  Esq.      5    5    0 

Mrs.  Martin          . .         ..500 

Lawrence  Harrison,  Esq.    5    0    0 

Sir    George    and    Lady 

Young 3  10    0 

Archibald  and  Mrs.  Boyd    1  10    0 

Colonel  H.  G.  Macgregor    10    0 

Mrs.  Gibson          

30 

0 

0 

T.    W.    Backhouse,    Esq.,    and 

sisters       

30 

0 

0 

S.  Whitbread,  Esq.,  M.P. 

25 

0 

0 

G.  F.  White,  Esq 

25 

0 

0 

Collected  by  G.  F.  White,  Esq., 

as  under :            

23 

0 

0 

£   s.  d. 

F.  A.  White,  Esq.           ..500 

H.  S.  Philips,  Esq.         ..500 

Sir  B.  Philips       . .         ..500 

James  Searight,  Esq.     ..300 

Joshua  Hutchinson,  Esq.    5    0    0 

C.  C.  Gooch,  Esq 

25 

0 

0 

Rt.  Hon.  Earl  Spencer,  K.G.  ... 

25 

0 

0 

Arthur  Albright,  Esq.    

25 

0 

0 

J.  G.  Barclay,  Esq 

25 

0 

0 

The    late    Right    Hon.    W.    E. 

Forster,  M.P 

20 

0 

0 

F.  D.  Mocatta,  Esq 

20 

0 

0 

James  Cropper,  Esq 

20 

0 

0 

William  Ransom,  Esq 

20 

0 

0 

Miss  Gibson           

20 

0 

0 

Anonymous           

20 

0 

0 

Lewis  Fry,  Esq.,  M.P 

20 

0 

0 

Collected  by  do.,  as  under : 

15 

5 

0 

£   s.  d. 

L.  G.  Fry,  Esq 5    5    0 

Miss  Elizabeth  Fry        ..500 

J.  D.  Weston,  M.P.        ..500 

17 


Misses  Janson 

Miss  M.  H.  Rickman      . 

F.  Seebohm,  Esq 

F.  Lucas,  Esq 

Alfred  Backhouse,  Esq. . 
James  Reckitt,  Esq. 
Dowager  Lady  Buxton  . 
Mrs.  Hodgkin 
Arnold  Morley,  Esq.,  M 
George  Palmer,  Esq. 
Francis  W.  Buxton,  Esq 
Dearman  Janson,  Esq. 
George  Sturge,  Esq. 
Miss  Esther  Tuke  ... 
Howard  Hodgkin,  Esq. 
Mrs.  Backhouse 
W.  L.  Barclay,  Esq. 


£ 

s.  d. 

..     10  10    0 

..     10 

0    0 

..     10 

0    0 

..     10 

0    0 

..     10 

0    0 

..     10 

0    0 

..     10 

0    0 

..      7 

0    0 

.P. 

..      5 

5    0 

..      5 

5    0 

1- 

..      5 

5    0 

..      5 

0    0 

..      5 

0    0 

...     5 

0    0 

...    5 

0    0 

...    5 

0    0 

...     5 

0    0 

Alfred  Waterhouse,  Esq. . . . 
Louisa  Lady  Goldsmith  . . . 
Sir  Henry  H.  Lawrence  . . . 
R.  G.  Arbuthnot,  Esq.  ... 
Cornelius  Hanbury,  Esq. . . . 
Bevan  Braithwaite,  Esq. . . . 
Chomley  Austin  Leigh,  Esq. 
Miss  A.  M.  Hodgkin 

Lady  Kennaway     

G.  C 

W.  Smith,  Esq 

Scholars  of  Bootham  School,  York 

Miss  Hodgkin         

Lawson  Thompson,  Esq.  . . . 


- 

£ 

s. 

d. 

.    5 

0 

0 

.    5 

0 

0 

.     3 

0 

0 

.    3 

0 

0 

.     3 

0 

0 

.     2 

2 

0 

.    2 

2 

0 

.     2 

0 

0 

.     2 

0 

0 

.     2 

0 

0 

.     2 

0 

0 

<    1 

7 

6 

.     1 

1 

0 

.     1 

0 

0 

Total  ...  £1,326    5    0 


&4  Jt-  \M. 
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SECOND  SUBSCEIPTION. 

For  Mainland  of  West  Coast  of  Ireland  per  Sydney  C.  Buxton,  Esq.,  and 
Howard  Hodgkin,  Esq.,  in  answer  to  appeals  in  "The  Times," 
"Spectator,"  and  Subscription  List  of  "Pall  Mall  Gazette,"  &c. 


Z.  O.  B 

Samuel  Morley,  Esq. 

J.  H.  Bryant,  Esq. 

R.  J.  Hodgson,  Esq. 

James  Worthington,  Esq 

A.  H.  Brown,  Esq.,  M.P 

A.  A.  Carey,  Esq.  (per  Editor  of 

Spectator)  

Per  Rt.  Hon.  J.  Morley,  M.P 
Sir  P.  Jardine,  Esq. 
Philip  H.  Holt,  Esq. 
Howard  Morley,  Esq. 
H.  L.  Gair,  Esq.  ... 
J.  H.  Smyth,  Esq. 
Sir  Thomas  Brassey,  M.P. 
Mansion  House  Relief  Com- 
mittee, Dublin  (per  Col. Turner) 
Balance  Dewsbury   Irish  Fund 

(per  Chas.  Brady,  Esq.) 

R.  A.  O'Brien,  Esq 

Hon.  Mrs.  Corbally  (per  Colonel 

Dease)      

W.  S.  Brown,  Esq 

Mrs.  Fletcher-Bennett 

Dowager  Viscountess   Midleton 
James    Cropper,    Esq.     (second 

donation)  

Sympathy  ... 

Per  Rt.  Hon.  J.  Morley,  M.P. 

Lady  E.  Clements  

J.  S.  G.  H 

Mrs.  John  Nolling worth 

Sir  D.  Currie        

J.  Sweetman,  Esq.,  Iowa 

Rev.  M.  Mahoney,St.Paul,  U.S. 

W.  O.  Foster,  Esq 

Lady   Mowbray    and    Stourton 

(per  Colonel  Dease)     

Miss    H.   E.    Pipe    (per  Editor 

Spectator) 

Mrs.  Brown  

Sydney  C.  Buxton,  Esq 

Chas.  Branch,  Esq.         

An    English    Friend    (per   Col. 

Turner) 


110  0 

0 

100  0 

0 

100  0 

0 

100  0 

0 

100  0 

0 

100  0 

0 

100  0 

0 

100  0 

0 

50  0 

0 

50  0 

0 

50  0 

0 

50  0 

0 

50  0 

0 

50  0 

0 

50  0 

0 

34  17 

5 

30  0 

0 

30  0 

0 

26  5 

0 

25  0 

0 

25  0 

0 

25  0 

0 

25  0 

0 

25  0 

0 

20  0 

0 

20  0 

0 

20  0 

0 

20  0 

0 

20  0 

0 

20  0 

0 

20  0 

0 

20  0 

0 

20  0 

0 

15  0 

0 

15  0 

0 

10  10 

0 

10  10 

0 

R.  H.  Hutton,  Esq. 

Per  R.  H.  Hutton,  Esq. .. . 

Robert  Crewdson,  Esq.  ... 

A.  L 

Anonymous  

W.  Bracken,  Esq 

E.  N.  Buxton,  Esq.,  M.P. 
Mrs.  Chas.  Buxton 
R.  B.  Bruce,  Esq.,  M.P. 
Sir  James  Caird,  K.C.B. 

Lord  Clermont      

Mrs.  A.  Clough  &Mrs.  S.  Smith 
Wm.  Debenham,  Esq.     . . . 
Thomas  Eyre,  Esq. 

A  Friend     

Mrs.  James  Ford 

Regus  Field,  Esq. 

Miss  E.  Gore        

Messrs.  Harris  Bros,  and  Co. 

F.  Bassett,  Esq 

L.  M.  Rate,  Esq 

W.  F.  Rawdon,  Esq.,  York 

Mrs.  R.  L.  Ross 

W.  G.         ...        

Lord  Monck  

Richard  B.  Warre,  Esq.... 
F.  H.  Gossage,  Esq. 

Ditto  (second  donation) 

R.  M.  Bland,  Esq. 

A  London  Clerk 

Mrs.  Scott 

Lady  Mabella  Knox 

A  Canadian  Friend  of  Ireland 

H.  S.  Cole,  Esq 

Miss  E.  M.  Fowler 

Per  Rev.  Dr.  Delaney,  Dublin 

Henry  Simon,  Esq. 

Mrs.  Nichol  

John  Rawlinson-Ford,  Esq. 

Mrs.  Rogers  

B 

Household  Servants,  Viceregal 
Lodge,  Dublin  (per  Colonel 
Turner) 

Mrs.  M.  A.  Boyson 


£ 

s. 

d. 

10 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 

5 

9 

6 

5 

5 

0 
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Anonymous 

R.  H.  Otter,  Esq. 

Lord  Blantyre 

Mrs.  Jas.  E.  Backhouse 

A.  R 

F.  H.  Appach,  Esq. 

F.    H.     Appach,    Esq.    (second 

donation) 

John  Backwell,  Esq. 

B.  E.  A 

W.  Cocksedge,  Esq. 
James  Beddoe,  Esq. 

Miss  Blake 

Wm.  Blake,  Esq.... 

Lady  Bloomfield   ... 

Mrs.  Brown  Clayton 

T.  R.  Buchanan,  Esq.,  M.P. 

T.  F.  Buxton,  Esq. 

Mrs.  Buxton- Whalley 

George  Devey,  Esq. 

L.  Donovan,  Esq. 

W.  A.  Mallinson,  Esq.  (per  W, 

Harvey,  Esq.)    ... 
Mr.  Allan  and  Lady   S.    Drum 

mond        

Anon  (Bristol) 

Hon.  Admiral  Egerton,  M.P. 
Lady  Anne  Ewart 
Rev.  R.  Eyton 
Joshua  Freeman,  Esq. 
W.  J.  Geoghegan,  Esq. 
Thomas  F.  Gibson,  Esq 
Mrs.  Godley 

Miss  Gore 

The  Misses  Gowan 

Henry  Gurney,  Esq. 

John  Hatchell,  Esq. 

Major  F.  J.  Jones 

Sir  J.  Trevor  Lawrence,  M.P 

F.  J.  Mouat,  Esq.,  M.D. 

Lady  Northbourne 

Major  A.  J.  Poole 

Arthur  Rowan,  Esq. 

A.  0.  Rutson,  Esq. 

H.  Woolcott  Thompson,  Esq. 

S.  H.  Twining,  Esq. 

P.  J 

E.  T.  Woodhead,  Esq 
Giles  Yarde,  Esq. 
Viscountess  Gough 
Mrs.  W.  H.  Dodd 
M.  L.  Egan,  Esq. 
R.  Biggs,  Esq.      ... 
Miss  Toilet 
Lady  M.  G.  Vyner 


£ 

5 

s. 
5 

d. 

0 

5 

5 

0 

5 

5 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5    0    0 


5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

.7.  a...      

Lady  Jenner 

M.  A.  G 

S.  Smith,  Esq 

Lieut. -Colonel  S.  R.  Blington 
Lieutenant  W.  G.  Shakerley 

Miss  E.  Vulliamy 

S.  E.  Spring-Rice,  Esq.  ... 

Miss  C.  Singleton 

Sir  Thomas  D.  Ackland,  Bart 

M.P 

Miss  Soames  

N.  Fabyan  Da  we,  Esq.  ... 

T.  Wilson,  Esq 

Miss  Clough,  Newnham  College 
Rev.  Dr.  Delaney,  Dublin 

Lord  Hobhouse     

J.  D.  Fisher,  Esq. 
W.  S.  Forster,  Esq. 
Miss  Gair    ... 

Anon  ...         

J.  Dearman  Birchall,  Esq. 
Rev.  Canon  Melville 
R.  B.  James,  Esq. 

B.  C.  de  Lissa       

G.  H.  Cook,  Esq 

Mrs.    Chas.    Darwin  and    Miss 

Darwin     ... 
Thomas  Letchworth,  Esq. 
Horace  Broke,  Esq. 
Miss    Geoghegan     (sale     of 

Brooch)    

Theodore  Waterhouse,  Esq. 
F.  W.  Cruise,  Esq.,  M.D. 
John  Fountain,  Esq. 
Sir  H.  Holland,  Bart.,  M.P. 

P 

Rev.  Lord  S.  G.  Osborne 
Ditto  (second  donation)  ... 

Rev.  J.  Hoyland 

Wm.  Barcroft,  Esq. 
Hy.  Barcroft,  Esq. 
N.  T.  Lawrence,  Esq. 

Mrs.  W.  Martin 

R.  R.  Meade-King,  Esq. 

Mrs.  Waterfield 

P.  H.  H. 

W.  M.  B 

J.  W.  Wilson,  Esq. 

W.  G.  Bagshawe,  Esq.,  Q.C. 

H.  W 

S.  W 

Henry  R.  Walker,  Esq. . . . 

Miss  Douglas 

R.  R.  Fox,  Esq 


£ 
5 

s. 
0 

d; 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

3 

3 

0 

3 

3 

0 

3 

3 

0 

3 

3 

0 

3 

3 

0 

3 

3 

0 

2 

2 

0 

3 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

2  10 

0 

2  10 

0 

2 

2 

0 

o 
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£    s.  d. 

A.  C.  W 

2    2    0 

0.  P.  0 

2    2    0 

Henry  Wallis,  Esq.         

2    2    0 

H.  Wedgwood,  Esq 

2    2    0 

F.  Synge,  Esq 

2    2    0 

James  Robertson,  Esq 

2    2    0 

J.  T.  Wood,  Esq 

2    2    0 

Wm.  Bond,  Esq.    ..         

2    2    0 

"Watch" 

2    2    0 

W.  H.  Hill,  Esq 

2    2    0 

Thos.  Roper,  Esq.           

2    2    0 

F.  Levien,  Esq 

2    2    0 

Nemo           

2    2    0 

Lady  Jane  Repton           

2    0    0 

James  Greig,  Esq.           

2    0    0 

Thos.  Walker,  Esq 

2    0    0 

Alderman  Scarr- (per  W.  Harvey, 

Esq.,  Leeds)       

2    0    0 

Samuel  Southall  (per  W.Harvey, 

Esq.,  Leeds)      

2    0    0 

Anonymous 

2    0    0 

Mrs.  R.  Barwell 

2    0    0 

J.  Black,  Esq 

2    0    0 

Miss  E.  Brown      

2    0    0 

Miss  Cholmondeley         

2    0    0 

Sir  John  Clark,  Bart 

2    0    0 

General  Cumberland       

2    0    0 

Lieut. -Colonel  W.  Grant 

2    0    0 

Mrs.  G.  Grey        

2    0    0 

An  Irish  Lady       

2    0    0 

C.  Kirdon,  Esq 

2    0    0 

David  McLaren,  Esq 

2    0    0 

T.  C.  Nirssall,  Esq 

2    0    0 

P.  E.  R 

2    0    0 

Miss  Powell           

2    0    0 

Thomas  Pride,  Esq 

2    0    0 

R.  C.  H 

2    0    0 

The  Misses  Reynett        

2    0    0 

S.  R 

2    0    0 

Francis  V.  Woodhouse,  Esq.    ... 

2    0    0 

Major-Gen.  H.  Lock       

2    0    0 

Sir  Edmund  Ogle 

2    0    0 

Anon 

2    0    0 

Mrs.  H 

2    0    0 

Bishop  of  Oxford 

2    0    0 

Per  Miss  Ross        

2    0    0 

W.  G.  Stone,  Esq 

2    0    0 

Miss  Barton           

2    0    0 

Miss  Rickman       

2    0    0 

Miss  Mayo 

2    0    0 

Wm.  Lalor,  Esq.  ... 

2    0    0 

James  A.  Lyle,  Esq 

2    0    0 

F.  C.  H 

2    0    0 

E.  B 

2    0    0 

G.  M, 

2    0    0 

Mrs.  Bateson         

Students      of      New       Female 

Teachers'     Training    College, 

Kingston,  Jamaica      

Ditto  (second  donation) 

H.  W.  Line,  Esq 

Visitors  and    Servants  at    Ben 

Rhydding  

Councillor      Gilston      (per     W. 

Harvey,  Esq.) 

H.  M.  Thompson,  Esq.  ... 

Edward  Buckle,  Esq 

Mrs.  Buszard        

T.  Dawson,  Esq.,  M.D 

Lt.-Gen.  R.  Lowry,  C.B. 

Louis  Perrin,  Esq.  

Miss  E.Turner     .v 

R 

G.  F.  Pollock,  Esq. 

Dr.  H.  Gabbett     

D.  Hulett,  Esq 

Mrs.  Halliday       

A.  E.  King,  Esq 

James  Hargreaves,  Esq 

A.  Cremer  Smith,  Esq 

Rev.  R.  H.  Quick 

G.  Wilson,  Esq 

Anonymous  

Miss  Jane  Bullick 

P.  D.  Tuckett,  Esq 

General  Beadle      

Miss  F.Butler      

Mrs.  Andrews        

Colonel  Archdale 

Mrs.  C.  W.  Blathwait     

Miss  S.  Crawford 

F.  E.  Currey,  Esq 

Mrs.  Christie         

Mrs.  Desy 

Lady  Fox- Young  ...         ... 

David  Full erton,  Esq 

The  Misses  Formby 
Major-Gen.  H.  Finlay,  R.A.   ... 

G.  F.  W 

Miss  Hall 

Miss  Higinbotham  

Rev.  J.  Hewetson  

Mrs.  Lawrence      

M.  E.  M 

Geo.  Stevenson,  Esq 

W.  S 

C.  E.  C 

W.  Larminie,  Esq.  

F.  E.  Watt,  Esq.,  C.B 

Dowager  Lady  Plunk et 


£   s.  d. 
1  10    0 


1  10  0 

0  10  0 

1  10  0 

12  9 


1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 
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W.  Hoi  worthy,  Esq 

Ditto  (second  donation) 

S.  C.  Bosanquett,  Esq 

H.  M 

Colonel  Fyers        

W.  H.  B 

W.  D.  D 

C.  P.  Tebbrett,  Esq 

Captain  G.  M.  Hamilton 
Mrs.  Lewis 
Miss  Dickey 
Miss  Broke 

Miss  Geoghegan 

Mrs.  Perrin 

Captain  James  Caldecott 

A  Lady       ...  

Per  Captain  R.    Ruttledge  Fair 
Miss  Caroline  Haddon  ... 
P.  J.  Greer,  Esq. 

G.  W.  Borns,  Esq 

Llichon       

Miss  J.  Watson 

MissGoff 

Wm.  Nield,  Esq 

J.  Ledgers  Hill,  Esq 

Miss  Kirwan 

H.  S.  C 

David  McKenna,  Esq 

Mrs.  A.  W.  Phillips       

Rev.  O.  M.  Ridley 

Anon  

Rev.  H.  H.  Birley  

Miss  Richenda  Buxton 

Miss  Sybil  Buxton  

Miss  Dash  wood     

F.  Renard,  Esq 

G.  Heather  Smith,  Esq. 


£    s. 

d. 

£    t 

;. 

d. 

1    0 

0 

Anon  (cash) 

...      0  10 

0 

1     0 

0 

J.  P 

...       0 

L0 

0 

1    0 

0 

E.  W 

...       0  10 

0 

1    0 

0 

Jas.  McKenna,  Esq. 

...      0  10 

0 

1    0 

0 

Miss  Prideaux-Brune 

...      0  10 

0 

1    0 

0 

Walter  Shute,  Esq. 

...       0  10 

0 

1    0 

0 

Anon 

...      0 

10 

0 

1    0 

0 

Miss  Ormes 

...       0 

10 

0 

1    0 

0 

J.  B.  Caverluce,  Esq. 

...      0  10 

0 

1    0 

0 

Miss  Browne-Clayton     ... 

...       0 

7 

6 

1    0 

0 

Edward  Esch,  Esq. 

...       0 

5 

0 

1    0 

0 

A  Country- Woman 

...       0 

5 

0 

1    0 

0 

B.  J.,  Ireland        

...       0 

5 

0 

1    0 

0 

A.  M 

...       0 

5 

0 

1    0 

0 

Miss  Kelsey          

...       0 

5 

0 

1    0 

0 

Ditto  (second  donation)  ... 

...       0 

5 

0 

1    0 

0 

A  Sympathiser      

...       0 

5 

0 

1    0 

0 

Miss  H 

...       0 

5 

0 

1    0 

0 

P.  D.  L 

...       0 

5 

0 

1    0 

0 

Miss  Barker 

...       0 

5 

0 

1    0 

0 

Dublin  P.  O.  O 

...       0 

5 

0 

1    o 

0 

Mrs.  Henry  Pears 

...       0 

5 

0 

1    0 

0 

A.  E.  S 

...       0 

5 

0 

0  10 

6 

H.  F.  P 

...      0 

5 

0 

0  10 

6 

(per  S.  C.  Buxton,  Esq.) 

...       0 

5 

0 

0  10 

6 

Erin             

...       0 

4 

0 

0  10 

6 

A  Girl        

...      0 

3 

9 

0  10 

6 

S.  Hilton,  Esq 

...      0 

2 

6 

0  10 

0 

M.  Parry,  Esq 

...      0 

2 

6 

0  10 

0 

Thomas       

...      0 

2 

6 

0  10 

0 

Anon  (Devizes)      

...      0 

2 

6 

0  10 

0 

H.  A 

0 

2 

6 

0  10 

0 

0  10 

0 

0  10 
0  10 

0 
0 

Total 

£2,722  15  11 

0  10 

0 

Sid  .•■      X 
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THIRD  SUBSCRIPTION. 

List  of  Sums  Collected  by  Members  of  the  Society  of  Friends  in 
to  Special  Appeal  signed  by  J.   B.   Braithwaite  and  H.   T. 
as  per  List  supplied,  by  Charles  Hoyland. 


£  s. 

d. 

150  0 

0 

39  0 

0 

35  12 

0 

8  18 

0 

30    0    0 


28  10    2 


A  Friend 

Sunderland  Friends,   per  Thos. 

W.  Backhouse  (in  addition  to 

subscription  in  No.  1  List)    ... 

Brighton  Friends  

Ditto  (additional)  

Friends  of  Nottingham,  per   H. 

B.  Armitage      

Leeds  Friends,    &c,    per    Geo. 

Tatham 

Leicester  Friends,     per    J.    S. 

Sewell      „ 

Ditto,  per  W.  H.  Ellis 

Sheffield    Friends,     per     Chas. 

Yeomans  

Ditto  (additional) 

Relief  money,  per  M.A.M.A.  .. 

John  Horniman 

Liverpool  1st   Inst.,   per  W.  E. 
Turner 

Ditto  2nd  Inst 

Ditto  3rd  Inst.         

Jno.  B.  Edmondson,  Crumpshall 

William  Harvey,  Leeds 

Joseph  Huntley 

Collected      at       Epping,       per 

Caroline  Abbott  

Ditto  

Newcastle  Friends,  per  Thomas 

Pumphrey 

Mary  W.    Lydia,    and  Isabella 
P.  Moline  

Worcester  Friends,  per  Thomas 

Westcombe 
Manchester  Friends,     collected 

by  P.  Irwin  and  A.  Bragshaw    13  18    0 

Ditto  (additional)  1  10    0 

Cheshire  Meeting,    per   Alfred 

Fryer       11    0    0 

Ditto  (second  contribution)       ...  7  2  0 

Ditto  (third  contribution)          ...  7  9  10 

Wm.  Farrer  Ecroyd,  Burnley  ...  10  10  0 

Tottenham  Friends,  per  H.Cove  10  4  0 

Bradford  Friends,  per  J.  Wilson  10  0  0 

Sarah  G.  Harvey 10  0  0 

Halifax     Friends,     per    Edwin 

Blakey 10  0  0 


28  8 

0 

2  0 

0 

20  11 

6 

0  10 

0 

20  0 

0 

20  0 

0 

20  0 

0 

15  12 

9 

5  10 

0 

20  0 

0 

20  0 

0 

20  0 

0 

17  14 

6 

2  12 

0 

15    2    0 


15    0    0 


14    0    0 


Henry  T.  Mennell  

Priscilla  H.  Peckover     

George  Tangye      

Jane  M.  Barclay 

Mrs.   Ann  Spence,  per  Ebrens- 

perger  and  Co 

Frederick  Crowley 

Herbert  Crosfield 

M.  A.  Marriage  Allen    

Hitchen  Friends  Collection 

Reigate  Meeting,  per  P.  T.  New- 
man 

Glasgow  Meeting,  per  Jas. 
Henderson         

Scarborough  Friends,  &c,  per 
Wm.  Rowntree 

Alfred  Rosling      

Luton  Friends,  per  Geo.  Latch- 
more         

Doncaster  Friends,  per  R.  E. 
Clark        

Street  Friends,   per  Jas.    Clark 

Holloway  Friends,  per  Geo. 
Gillett      

Lord  Justice  Fry,  second  don- 
ation 

Collected  at  Edinburgh,  per 
Jane  Miller        

Bishop  Auckland  Friends,  per 
J.  Lingford        

Wakefield  Friends,  per  Samuel 
Bottomley  

Lewes  Friends,  per  C.  R.  Kemp 

Ditto  (additional)... 

F.  Wheeler  

John  Tindall  Harris        

Hoddesdon  Friends,  per  Frank 
Warner    . . . 

Septimus  Warner 

Metford  Warner 

Bedford  Marsh 

F.  J.  Thompson 

Emma  Letchworth 

Elizabeth  Bennett 

Louisa  Bigg 

J.  S.  and  S.  E.  Sewall 

Henry  Richardson 


response 

Mennell, 

£ 

s. 

d. 

10 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

9  13 

0 

8  16 

0 

8 

10 

0 

8 

5 

6 

8 

0 

0 

7    0  0 

7    0  0 

7    0  0 

6  16  0 

5  0  0 

6  12  6 
6    5  0 


5  16 

0 

5  12 

3 

3  14 

0 

5  7 

6 

5  5 

0 

5  5 

0 

2  2 

0 

5  0 

0 

5  0 

0 

5  0 

0 

5  0 

0 

5  0 

0 

5  0 

0 

5  0 

0 

5  0 

0 
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Jos.  H.  Fox  

Caroline  Tweedy 

J.    Lister    Godlee,     from    John 

Fell's  Trust  

Richard  Littleboy  ...         

Eliza  Palmer  

G.  Edward  Wilson  

C.  E.  Stephen        

J.  Priestman  ...         ... 

Dorcas  Squire,  per  J.  E.  Littleboy 

J.  H.  Dell 

Jno.  Edward  Ellis  

F.  J.  Thompson 

Charles  Smith        

Ack worth   Friends,     per    W.   S. 

Lean  

Win.  Richardson 

G.  Maria  Smith     

Collected  by  Samuel  Hanson 
Broughton  Meeting,  per  Edward 

Burtt         

Cirencester      Friends,     per      P. 
Brewin       

Bentham  Friends,  per  E.  Holmes 

Sudbury  Friends,  per  S.  A.  Mann 

Samuel  Bottomley 

F.  and  A.  F.  Fox 

Wm.  A.  and  S.  Smee        

Eccles    Meeting,    Collection  per 
John  Walker      

Mrs.  and  Miss  Ford  Barclay 

Ann  Eddison  

S.  A.  Fox 

Castle  Donnington  Friends 

Clevedon  Friends,  &c,  per  Chas. 
Evans        

Westminster  Meeting  Collection 

Ackworth    Friends,    per    E.    B. 
Jacob         

Rawdon  Fi  iends,  per  J.  Thomp- 
son   

W.  A.  Backhouse,  per  Jos.  Ling- 
ford 

Staines  Friends,  per  H.  T.  Apple- 
ton  

Stafford  Meeting,  per  M.  Halden 

Kettering  Friends,  per  C.  Blunson 

Wm.  W.  Brown     ... 

Hy.  Burlingham    

Hertford     Friends,     per     Isaac 
Robinson 

A.  Sparkes 

Wm.  Benson  

Northampton    Friends,    per    E. 
Johnson 

William  Woolaton 


£ 

s. 

d. 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

3  12    6 


3  10 

0 

3  6 

6 

3  5 

0 

3  3 

0 

3  3 

0 

3  3 

0 

3  1 

6 

3  0 

0 

3  0 

0 

3  0 

0 

2  18 

6 

2  17 

6 

2  17 

4 

2  13    2 


2  12    0 


2  10    0 


2  10 

0 

2  10 

0 

2  10 

0 

2  10 

0 

2  10 

0 

2  8 

6 

2  2 

0 

2  2 

0 

2  2 

0 

2  2 

0 

Richard  Shackleton  

Henry  Brown 

Joseph  Armfield     

Caleb  R.  Kemp       ...         

Isaac  Brown 

G.  T.  Crosfield       

F.  Thompson  

Louisa  Squire  ...         

Mrs.  Rosling  

Fredk.  Longdon     

Wilson  Waterfall 

J.  M.  Albright       , 

Caroline  Albright 

Wm.  S.  Lean  

Louisa  Baynes        

Alfred  Palmer        

"Five  Friends,"  per  Jos.  H. 
Fox 

A  few  Friends  at  North  Shields, 
per  Jos.  Spence 

Elizabeth  H.  Broadhead 

Professor  F.  W.  Newman 

Southampton,  per  W.  C.  West- 
lake... 

H.  T.  Headley        

Sarah  Firth 

Two      Banbury      Friends,       per 

Charles  Giilett 

Owen  Carter  

Kelvedon   Preparative    Meeting, 

per  Geo.  Barratt 

Fras.  Wm.  Fox      

Fras.  C.  Clayton 

M.  Munro 

James  Barringer     

Thos.  Collinson       

Wm.  Whiting        

Mary  R.  Brown      

Ernest  Cooper        

H.  Benington  

Anna  Maria  Fox 

A.  S.  Fox    ... 

Jos.  P.  Richardson  

Joshua  Fisher,  per  Thos.  Hunton 

Benson  Ford  

Thomas  Bradley     

M.  C.  Crosfield       

M.  and  L.  Allen     

Miss  Shewell  

Jno.  E.  Littleboy 

Edwd.  T.  Sturge 

Somerton  Friends,  per  J.  Isher- 

wood  

Beaven  Raka  

Thos.  Hunton         

Theodore  Neild      


£ 

s. 

d. 

2 

2 

0 

2 

2 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2    0    0 


2  0 

0 

2  0 

0 

2  0 

0 

1  15 

0 

1  10 

0 

1  10 

0 

1  5 

0 

1  2 

6 

1  1 

0 

1  1 

0 

1  1 

0 

1  1 

0 

1  1 

0 

1  1 

0 

1  1 

0 

1  1 

0 

1  1 

0 

1  0 

6 

1  0 

0 

1  0 

0 

1  0 

0 

1  0 

0 

1  0 

0 

1  0 

0 

1  0 

0 

1  0 

0 

1  0 

0 

1  0 

0 

1  0 

0 

1  0 

0 

1  0 

0 

1  0 

0 

1  0 

0 
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£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Sept.  L.  Martin 

1 

0 

0 

John  Sharp 

0  10 

0 

E.  Barrow    ... 

1 

0 

0 

John  Wood 

0  10 

0 

L.  and  E.  Burlingham 

1 

0 

0 

C.  A.  N 

0  10 

0 

Robert  Tweedy       

1 

0 

0 

John  Wells 

0  10 

0 

Arthur  Reynolds 

1 

0 

0 

C.  Pumphrey 

0  10 

0 

Phoebe  Palmer        

1 

0 

0 

Elizabeth  Holmes  ... 

0  10 

0 

Samuel  Abbott       ...         

1 

0 

0 

G.  H.  Farrington  ... 

0  10 

0 

Isabel  Southall       

1 

0 

0 

R.  G.  Brown 

0  10 

0 

S.  Southall 

1 

0 

0 

' '  A  Trifling  Donation  "    ... 

0  10 

0 

Mrs.  F.  Littleboy 

1 

0 

0 

J.  W.  Procter 

0  10 

0 

Eras.  Littleboy       

1 

0 

0 

Tivetshall     Meeting, 

per 

Geo. 

Alice  Binyon           ...         

1 

0 

0 

Ringer       

0  10 

0 

Thomas  Wright      

1 

0 

0 

Ashford      Friends, 

per     Thos. 

Mrs.  C.  Gr.  Malone           

1 

0 

0 

Nickalls     

0  10 

0 

Robert  J.  Green 

1 

0 

0 

"F.  B."        

0  10 

0 

Hanson    Ormerod,     per    A.    B. 

J.  E.  Graveley 

0 

9 

0 

Bayes         

1 

0 

0 

A.  F.  Graveley 

0 

9 

0 

Miss  Ormerod,  per  A.  B.  Bayes 

0  10 

0 

The  Misses  Senior  . . . 

0 

5 

G 

Samuel  B.  Pumphrey       

1 

0 

0 

Geo.  Marsh 

0 

5 

0 

Alfred  Wright        

1 

0 

0 

F.  Ashby      

0 

5 

0 

S.  A.  and  E.  Taylor 

1 

0 

0 

Barron  Smith 

0 

5 

0 

J.  B.  andR.  T 

1 

0 

0 

Mary  E.Wright     ... 

0 

5 

0 

E.  Gr.  Dimsdale       

1 

0 

0 

W.  Robson 

0 

5 

0 

T.  W.  Marsh          

1 

0 

0 

D.  Appleton... 

0 

5 

0 

A.  J.  Crosfield        

1 

0 

0 

Chas.  Wilson 

0 

5 

0 

A  few  Friends  at  Peckham,  per 

C.  T.  Browne 

0 

5 

0 

E.  Alexander      ...         

0  15 

0 

W.  Pengelly 

0 

5 

0 

Ambleside,  per  W.  Wilson 

0  12 

6 

A  Friend      

0 

5 

0 

Conrad  Warner      

0  11 

0 

J.  H.  Pumphrey     ... 

0 

5 

0 

Richard  Thompson  and  Family... 

0  10 

6 

Wm.  Chan  tier 

0 

5 

0 

Maidstone    Friends,     per    Thos. 

Sarah  Smith 

0 

4 

0 

Nickalls 

0  10 

6 

Miss  Attwood 

0 

2 

6 

Ditto  (additional)          

0 

2 

0 

Anonymous,  per  M.  !! 

Lean 

0 

2 

6 

Three  Harrogate  Friends,  per  B. 

Brighouse      Three 

First 

Day 

Walker      

0  10 

6 

Scholars,  per  A.  B. 

Bayes 

0 

2 

0 

M.  E.  Beck 

0  10 

6 

High  Bentham  (additional),  per 

S.  A.  Maw 

0  10 

0 

E.  Holmes 

0 

1 

0 

Saml.  Alexander 

0  10 

0 

G.  P 

... 

0 

1 

0 

Dr.  Neild      

0  10 

0 

"Fines,"  per  Miss  A 

E.  Pim    ... 

0  13 

0 

M.  Merry  weather 

0  10 

0 

Total     . 

£1,156. 

12 

0 

J.  Everett 

0  10 

0 

N.B.— Numerous  other  sums  were  contributed  by  members  of  the  Society  of  Friendi 
included  in  the  first  and  second  lists. 
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APPENDIX. 


STATEMENT    OF    BOOK    DEBTS 

Owing   to    one   Shopkeeper   in   Mayo   by  poor  families   in    the 

surrounding  districts. 


APRIL,   1886.  (See  p.   1.) 


£    s.  d. 

£    s.  d. 

1. — ACHILL         

12  17    7 

37. — Belclare  (evicted) 

3    7    6 

2.-         „             

25  14    1 

38. — Letterbrock 

18    2  10 

3.-        „          

20  10    7 

39.-          „         

14    7    0 

4.-        „           

36    2    0 

40.-          „        

28    6    0 

5.-        „          

51  11    8 

41. — Bally  Croy 

28  10    9 

6.-        „          

38  11  11 

42.-          „        

7  10    9 

7.-       „          

12  10    0 

43. — Letterfrack 

20    0    0 

8.-        „          

49    4  11 

44. — Drummin 

20    2    0 

9.-        „          

12  17    0 

45.-        „          

32  12    0 

io.-       „         

9    4    0 

46.-        „          

15    0    7 

11.-        „          

20  17    6 

47.-        „          . 

9  13    3 

12.-        „          

27    6    4 

48.-        „          

11    9  10 

12.-        „          

17  10    7 

49.-        „          

11    2    0 

13.-        „           

21    5    0 

50.-        „          

8  16    4 

14.-        „          

14  16    0 

51. — Bally  Gorman    ..."      . 

15    0    3 

15.-        „          

50  11    0 

52. — Murrisk 

9    0    8 

16.-        „          

41    5    6 

53.-       „          

4  17    6 

17.-        „          

18  17    1 

54.  —  Westport 

21    6    0 

18.-        „          ...        ... 

27    0  10 

55.-        „          

27  19    2 

19.-        „          

15    8  11 

56.— Lecanry 

80  18    9 

20.-        „          

14  14    6 

57.-Tully        

22  10    0 

21.-        „          

41    7    0 

58. — Carrareeragh    ... 

35    9    0 

22.-        „          

15    1    6 

59. — Carnalorgan 

23  14    0 

23. — Boffin  Island   ... 

5  19    0 

60. — Carna  Roundstone 

39  16  11 

24.-      „ 

7  10    2 

61. — Carna        

12    8    8 

25.— 

i            >>          •  ■  • 

47  15    5 

62. — Carrakennedy   ... 

13  13  11 

26.— 

?            » > 

53  12    6 

63.- 

13  11    0 

27.— 

5                         J> 

13    0    6 

64. — Lonisburgh  (decreed)   . 

16  18    6 

28.— 

>                         >>                    ■•• 

44    4  10 

65. — LlNA  VESTA 

9  13    8 

29.— 

J                         J  J                    •  •  ' 

31    6  10 

66. — Fallduff 

8  15    7 

30.— 

}                        ?  J 

30    5    2 

67. — Cleggan,  Co.  Gal  way  . 

44    0    9 

31.— 

9                        ?> 

49    7    3 

68. — Cleggan 

73    2  11 

32.— 

»                         5  J                    ... 

16  18    5 

69.— Carrawagh 

14    5  10 

32.— 

1                        >? 

18    5    3 

70. — Lankill 

9  14    2 

33.— 

»                         »)                    ■  • 

13    0    0 

71. — Glinsk       

18    0    5 

34. — Ereeff      

16    4    2 

35. — Innisturk 

5    7    9 

Total     . 

.£1,709  11    3 

36.— 

,, 

18  10    0 

219 


220 


221 


222 


Note    to    Map. 

of  the  population,  ^  :  1  3TO  TOO  pereons  In  orZ-  t  vf  +v,  °  ""l  °f  the  island>  and  contain  °ne  fourth 
districts,  the  only  ezktiSSe  been  ™*1  f  °W^6  want  °f  "^way  communications  in  these 
little  more  than  one  sixth  ofXTolS Tmilea^  S  Iretn/  ^  ^  ^^  iS  ^  lmle8'  b6ing 
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PREFACE. 

It  has  been  suggested  to  me  that  the  publication  in 
a  pamphlet  form  of  the  letters  recently  addressed  to 
The  limes  might  be  of  service  in  further  directing  public 
attention  to  the  subjects  discussed. 

I  also  take  the  opportunity  which  is  thus  afforded,  to 
add  a  paper  privately  circulated  in  1886  containing  sugges- 
tions for  the  permanent  improvement  of  the  congested 
portions  of  the  West  of  Ireland.  The  map  attached  to  the 
"  Suggestions  "  indicating  the  great  need  for  the  extension 
of  Light  Railways  or  Tramways  into  the  West  of  Ireland, 
is  also  given. 

Since  the  publication  in  The  Times  of  the  second 
letter,  advocating  the  extension  of  Railways  into  the 
congested  districts,  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
has  brought  forward  a  Bill  for  this  object,  which  for 
comprehensive  grasp  of  the  needs  and  circumstances  of 
these  districts,  as  well  as  for  generous  boldness  in  dealing 
with  them  cannot  be  too  highly  commended,  and  which 
demands  the  gratitude  and  warm  support  of  every  true 
friend  to  Ireland. 

The  Bill  may  need  some  amendments  in  Committee, 
but  in  its  chief  provisions  it  lays  the  keel  or  foundation 
for  those  who  may  desire  to  build  upon  it  for  the  future 
regeneration  of  the  West  of  Ireland. 

In  its  liberal  provisions  for  the  peculiar  condition  of 

society  existing  in  the  congested  districts  of  Ireland,  Mr. 

Balfour's  measure  contains  nearly  all  that  I  have  for  many 

years  desired,  and  urged  as  the  essential  preliminary  to  any 

efforts  which  may  be  made  permanently  to   remedy  this 

unhappy  condition. 

J.  H.  T. 

Hitchin,  July,  1889. 
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THE  CONDITION  OF  DONEGAL. 


No.  1. 
TO   THE   EDITOR   OF    "THE    TIMES." 

Sir, — The  assertion  recently  made  in  the  House  of  Commons 
and  reiterated  elsewhere  of  the  existence  of  "widely-spread  destitution 
and  distress  prevailing  in  the  county  of  Donegal,  and  the  necessity 
for  steps  to  be  taken  to  avert  a  famine,"  has  led  me  once  more  to 
visit  this  remote  district  of  Ireland. 

Donegal  has  always  had  a  peculiar  interest  for  me.  It  is  the 
portion  of  Ireland  which  I  first  visited  in  the  season  of  her  direst 
necessity.  I  spent  some  weeks  here  in  the  terrible  famine  winter 
of  1846-7,  assisting  my  friend,  the  older  William  Forster,  in  his 
noble  efforts  to  relieve  the  existing  distress,  and  to  promote  the 
formation  of  local  relief  committees  throughout  the  West  of  Ireland. 
Since  that  period  I  have  at  various  times  visited  Donegal,  and  spent 
some  weeks  there  in  the  spring  of  1880  assisting  to  relieve  the  distress 
which  at  that  time  existed.  Since  1880  I  have  (excepting  the  year 
1887)  spent  a  portion  of  each  year  in  the  West  of  Ireland,  and  was 
engaged  for  two  months,  in  1886,  in  distributing  seed  potatoes  on  the 
islands  and  coasts  of  Mayo  and  Galway. 

I  have  thus  had  special  advantages  for  forming  an  opinion  upon 
the  existence  or  otherwise  of  any  peculiar  destitution  at  this  moment. 
Everywhere  I  have  been  received  in  the  most  friendly  manner  by 
persons  of  all  shades  of  religious  and  political  opinion,  and,  having  no 
political  object  to  serve,  have  heard  opinions  on  all  sides  freely 
expressed  on  the  existing  condition  of  the  people. 

In  this  visit  I  have  had  the  advantage  of  the  company  of  my  friend 
.Major  Eutledge  Fair,  who  until  recently  held  the  post  of  Local 
Government  Inspector  for  this  county,  and  who  so  ably  assisted  me  in 
the  distribution  of  seed  potatoes  in  1886. 
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In  speaking  of  any  destitution  or  need  for  help  in  the  county 
of  Donegal,  let  me  remark  that,  like  Ireland,  Donegal  must  be 
divided  into  east  and  west.  In  the  eastern  half  the  idea  of  special 
destitution  or  distress  would  at  all  times  be  scouted.  In  the  western 
half  evidences  of  poverty  are,  unhappily,  at  all  times  present  among 
a  very  poor  population,  five  out  of  six  of  whom  are  attempting  to  live 
on  petty  holdings  of  land  at  or  under  £4  annual  valuation. 

My  inquiries  have  therefore  been  confined  to  the  two  very  large 
unions  of  Dunfanaghy  and  Glenties.  These  unions  extend  from 
Dunfanaghy  on  the  north  coast,  to  Killybegs  on  the  south,  thus 
comprising  the  whole  western  coast  of  Donegal.  This  wide  area  is 
seventy-five  miles  in  length  by  twenty  to  thirty  in  breadth,  and 
contains  a  population  of  54,000  persons,  the  Poor  Law  valuation  of 
the  two  unions  being  £31,949,  or  about  12s.  per  head. 

In  these  districts  I  have  made  minute  inquiries  into  the  condi- 
tion of  the  people,  and  more  especially  inspected  those  portions  of  the 
union  of  Dunfanaghy  which  were  pointed  out  to  me  as  the  poorest 
and  most  likely  to  need  help.  It  is  in  this  union  that  Falcarragh 
and  Cross  Roads  are  situated.  The  answer,  then,  after  more  than  a 
fortnight's  very  careful  inquiry,  is  to  my  mind  clear  and  distinct. 

In  these  two  unions  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  crop  of  potatoes 
for  the  year  1888  has  undoubtedly  been  deficient.  This  deficiency 
varies  in  different  portions  of  the  same  parish  and  even  on  adjoining 
townlands.  Thus  it  is  difficult  to  measure  the  exact  deficiency.  In 
some  places  the  crop  is  said  to  be  one-third  below  the  average,  in  others 
only  half  a  crop,  and  in  some  the  deficiency  is  said  to  be  even  greater. 
On  the  other  hand,  on  well  cultivated  and  good  land  the  crop  is  said 
to  have  been  an  average  one.  Naturally  the  failure  is  most  complete 
on  the  poorest  lands  and  on  those  which  are  cultivated  the  worst. 
This  failure  would  undoubtedly  have  been  very  serious  had  it  not 
been  for  three  causes  : — 

1.  The  unusually  large  potato  crop  oi  the  year  1887,  which 
enabled  the  people  to  keep  a  much  greater  number  of  pigs ;  these, 
when  fed,  were  sold  in  October  last  at  high  prices  (say  £3  to  £4 
apiece).     Many  of  the  small  tenants  had  two  or  three  pigs  each. 

2.  The  extraordinary  increase  in  the  price  of  cattle  and  sheep, 
the  numbers  of  which  also  appear  to  be  unusually  large.  The  value 
of  the  class  of  cattle  raised  in  these  districts  has  nearly  doubled  since 
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the  autumn  of  1887.  Young  stock  then  worth  £2  are  now  selling 
at  £4.  Sheep  have  also  increased  in  value  fully  40  per  cent. ;  sheep 
which  eighteen  months  ago  were  not  worth  10s.  are  now  selling  at  15s. 

A  reference  to  the  Agricultural  Statistics  for  1888  shows  how 
great  the  increase  in  numbers  has  been  of  all  classes  of  cattle  in  the 
two  unions  of  Glenties  and  Dunfanaghy  (in  the  latter  of  which  Fal- 
carragh  and  Gross  Roads  are  situated).     The  figures  are  as  follows : — 


Year  1887. 

Year  1888. 

Increase. 

Pigs            ...         ...         ...         ...         ... 

Cattle 
Sheep 

5,589 
36,654 

58,796 

8,823 
40,368 

69,873 

3,244 

3,704 

11,077 

3.  Careful  inquiry  shows  that  the  amount  of  money  brought  into 
the  country  last  year  by  the  migratory  labourers,  both  by  the 
children  from  the  "  Laggan  "  and  the  men  from  Scotland,  was  con- 
siderably above  the  average  of  late  years,  and  as  this  affects  almost 
every  family  in  the  district  it  is  of  immense  consequence.  In 
addition  to  these  three  sources  of  income,  the  oat  crop  last  year  was 
large,  and  I  was  informed  that  the  price  and  demand  for  kelp  were 
last  year  very  good,  good  kelp  realising  from  £3  10s.  to  £4  per  ton  ; 
but  this  latter  industry  only  affects  those  who  live  on  the  sea-shore. 

These  causes  have  combined  to  place  in  the  hands  of  the  tenants 
a  larger  amount  of  money  than  for  many  years  past,  and  have 
happily  compensated  them  for  the  undoubted  deficiency  in  the  yield 
of  potatoes. 

This  deficiency  has,  of  course,  compelled  many  families  to  use 
Indian  meal  several  months  earlier  than  in  ordinary  years.  But  it 
must  be  borne  in  mind  that  Indian  meal  at  all  times  forms  a  staple 
portion  of  the  food  of  the  people,  and  the  price  this  year  has  been 
usually  low  and  the  quality  excellent. 

This  estimate  of  the  condition  of  the  people  is  further  confirmed 
by  the  fact  that,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain,  the  debts 
due  to  the  shopkeepers  (always  large)  have  not  increased.  In  some 
cases  I  was  assured  that  they  have  been  considerably  reduced, 
showing  that  the  tenants  have  paid  cash  for  the  provisions  which 
they  required  to  purchase. 
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Let  it  not  be  supposed  that  Indian  meal  is  the  only  article  which 
is  purchased  at  the  shops.  The  large  quantity  of  tea,  sugar,  flour, 
and  white  bread  now  consumed  is,  to  my  mind,  an  extraordinary  proof 
of  the  change  in  the  economic  requirements  of  the  people  that  has 
taken  place  since  I  first  visited  these  districts  in  1846-7,  when 
potatoes  and  a  little  oatmeal  were  their  sole  diet,  and  when  hardly  a 
store  or  shop  existed,  except  in  the  towns. 

On  a  large  number  of  the  estates  in  these  unions  I  find  on 
inquiry  that  the  rents  due  in  November  last  have  been  well  paid. 
On  the  other  hand,  there  are  marked  exceptions  to  this,  and,  chiefly 
on  the  estates  of  the  smaller  proprietors,  many  of  the  occupiers  have 
not  paid  rent  for  four  or  five  years  or  more. 

I  have  purposely  avoided  referring  to  one  large  estate  in  this 
district,  around  which  a  violent  storm  of  controversy  is  at  this 
moment  raging.  I  have  carefully  visited  many  portions  of  this 
estate,  but  fear  to  add  anything  which  might  increase  this  unhappy 
controversy  and  tend,  in  however  small  a  degree,  to  lessen  the 
chances  of  an  amicable  arrangement  of  this  grievous  dispute, 
injurious  as  it  is  to  the  interests  of  the  owner  and  ruinous  to  the 
occupiers  if  persisted  in. 

Another  reason  which  influences  me  to  this  course  is  my  strong 
desire  to  divert  (if  this  be  possible)  the  public  mind  from  the  merely 
political  aspects  of  the  questions  which  affect  Ireland  in  order  to 
direct  it  to  the  consideration  of  such  measures  as  are  essential  for  the 
economic  improvement  of  the  congested  districts,  not  only  of  Done- 
gal, but  of  the  whole  of  Western  Ireland.  Without  such  measures  all 
hope  of  any  permanent  improvement  in  their  condition  is  delusive. 

Referring  again  to  the  main  object  of  my  visit,  it  is  a  real  satisfac- 
tion to  me  to  be  able  to  say  that  there  appears  to  be  no  need  at 
this  moment  for  anxiety  or  for  exceptional  measures  of  relief  in  these 
districts.  When  I  look  back  to  the  winter  of  1879-80  and  to  the 
spring  of  1886  on  the  Mayo  and  Galway  coasts,  I  cannot  but 
contrast  favourably  the  present  state  of  these  districts  with  the 
distress  which  then  undoubtedly  prevailed.  I  have  not  denied  that 
there  has  been  a  failure  to  a  considerable  extent  in  the  potato  crop 
of  1888,  and  have,  I  hope,  conclusively  shown  my  reasons  for 
thinking  that  relief  measures  are  not  now  needed.  At  the  same  time 
I  consider  that  the  distribution  of  seed  potatoes  which   has  been 
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made  in  portions  of  Donegal  from  a  fund  in  the  hands  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Bishop  of  Raphoe  cannot  fail  to  have  been  a  useful  and 
very  timely  aid  to  the  smaller  class  of  tenants,  whose  crops  are  always 
the  poorest. 

Let  me  say  that  I  have  never  once  heard  the  word  "  famine  " 
spoken  of  as  applicable  to  these  districts,  nor  has  it  ever  been  stated 
to  me  that  "  widely-spread  destitution  "  exists.  That  among  a  popu- 
lation always  poor  some  may  have  felt  more  keenly  than  usual  the 
pinch  of  poverty,  or  have  not  been  able  to  sow  as  large  a  breadth  of 
potatoes  as  in  other  years,  is  not  improbable,  but  this,  I  believe,  is 
the  worst  that  has  occurred  or  has  been  suggested  to  me.  I  have 
been  extremely  struck  and  gratified  by  the  very  strong  opinion 
against  relief  in  any  other  shape  than  as  payment  for  actual  and 
useful  work  done,  expressed  by  the  Roman  Catholic  Bishop  and  clergy 
of  the  diocese,  and  indeed  by  all  whom  I  consulted.  This  healthy  tone 
has,  no  doubt,  arisen  from  the  deep  sense  which  exists  of  the 
demoralisation  which  has  attended  almost  all  past  measures  of  relief. 
"  Better  far,"  said  a  very  thoughtful  priest  to  me,  "  let  the  people 
suffer  a  little  than  do  anything  which  would  make  them  more 
dependent  on  others  for  help."  Although  I  am  thus  able  to  state 
that  at  the  present  time  no  exceptional  distress  prevails,  still  I 
cannot  avoid  pointing  out  that  even  in  the  present  year  had 
it  not  been  for  the  causes  already  specified  there  would  undoubtedly 
have  been  a  most  serious  risk  of  widely-spread  distress.  How 
this  has  been  averted  I  have  endeavoured  to  explain.  Briefly, 
the  fact  that  so  large  a  proportion  of  the  population  is  attempting 
to  subsist  upon  small  patches  of  wet  bog  land,  impoverished 
by  constant  cropping,  coupled  with  the  total  absence  in  the  dis- 
trict of  any  paid  labour  for  the  male  population,  must  ever  make 
the  chronic  condition  of  these  congested  portions  of  Ireland  a  source 
of  anxiety  and  alarm. 

There  is  another  point  which  has  a  most  important  bearing 
upon  the  chronic  condition  of  the  people — namely,  the  fact  that  the 
population  of  the  poorest  portions  of  these  unions  is  considerably 
higher  than  it  was  before  the  great  famine  in  1846.  This  is 
the  more  noticeable  when  it  is  remembered  that  the  population  of 
Ireland  as  a  whole  has  decreased  more  than  33  per  cent,  in  the 
same   period,   and    that   the   population  of  the   county  of  Donegal 


14 


THE   CONDITION   OF   DONEGAL. 


has  fallen  from  296,000  to  206,000  persons.  In  three  of  the  largest 
and  most  populous  parishes  in  the  unions  referred  to  the  increase  is 
as  follows : — 


Tullaghobegly  (Falcarragh  and  Gweedore) 
Templecrone  (Rosses  and  Dunglow) 
Lettermacaward 


Year  1841. 
Population. 


9,049 

9,842 

2,475 


Year  1881. 
Population. 


9,636 
11,525 

2,547 


Increase. 


587 
1,683 

72 


These  are  the  only  parishes  in  the  county  in  which  the  population 
has  increased. 

In  some  of  the  townlands  in  the  above  parishes  this  increase  is 
still  more  striking  : — 


1841. 
Population. 

1881. 
Population. 

Increase. 

Annagarry 

384 

636 

252 

Cloughglass 

18 

86 

68 

Drumnacart 

25 

115 

90 

Brinlack 

313 

471 

158 

Glasserchoo 

54 

209 

155 

Meenacladdy     ... 

162 

215 

53 

How  this  increase  adversely  affects  the  present  condition  of  the 
population  may  be  shown  by  the  statement  that  whenever  it  was 
mentioned  to  me  that  a  townland  was  specially  needing  investigation 
I  almost  invariably  found,  on  reference  to  the  census  returns,  that 
the  population  was  now  larger  than  in  1841. 

While,  however,  deprecating  any  measures  of  present  relief,  I 
feel  strongly  it  is  incumbent  upon  me  to  urge  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  State  without  further  delay  to  take  whatever  steps  may  be 
needed  to  open  up  the  country— by  the  extension  of  railways  and 
the  development  of  fishing,  or  any  other  industry  which  may  be 
possible.  Surely,  also,  some  plan  might  be  devised  in  these  districts 
for  the  periodical  or  annual  introduction  and  sale  on  cash  terms  of 
fresh  seed,  both  of  potatoes  and  oats.  No  greater  boon,  nor  one 
more  desired  by  the  people,  could  be  conferred.     Should  the  present 


,_,  p 


LETTER   NO.    I.  15 


season  prove,  as  it  threatens,  wet  and  cold,  the  consequences  resulting 
from  a  combination  of  bad  weather  and  inferior  seed  might  bring 
about  a  really  serious  crisis  ;  and,  further,  it  is  evident  that,  though 
the  people  have  been  able  to  meet  the  present  difficulty,  the 
recurrence  of  a  second  deficient  harvest  this  year  would  put  too  great 
a  strain  upon  their  already  slender  resources. 

The  length  of  this  letter  must  prevent  any  further  reference  to 
the  chronic  condition  of  these  unions  or  to  any  fuller  notice  of  the 
details  of  the  measures  which  appear  needed  to  improve  and 
develop  these  wild  districts. 

The  admirable  reports  and  suggestions  of  the  Royal  Commission 
on  Irish  Public  Works  of  1887-88  really  contain  almost  all  that  needs 
to  be  said  upon  this  subject,  but  Blue-books  are  not  read,  and  I  shall 
be  grateful  if  yon  will  allow  me  in  a  further  letter  to  state  what 
appears  to  me  to  be  required  in  the  districts  from  which  I  write. 

I  am,  yours  faithfully, 

J.  H.  T. 
Gweedore  Hotel. 

May  14th,  1889. 
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No.  2. 
TO  THE  EDITOR  OF    "THE   TIMES." 

Sir, — In  my  letter  in  your  issue  of  the  20th  I  asked  permission 
to  state  in  detail  the  measures  which  I  advocate  for  permanently 
improving  the  condition  of  the  western  unions  of  Donegal.  Before 
doing  so  I  wish  to  refer  for  a  moment  to  the  omission  in  my  former 
letter  of  any  allusion  to  Poor  Law  relief  as  a  test  of  poverty.  But 
owing  to  the  practical  absence  of  outdoor  relief  and  the  objection  on 
the  part  of  the  people  to  enter  the  house  it  is  impossible  to  consider 
Poor  Law  relief  as  a  real  test  of  poverty  in  these  and  similar  districts. 
Only  the  sick  and  friendless  will  consent  to  enter  the  workhouse,  and 
outdoor  relief  is  also  confined  to  cases  of  sickness  or  infirmity. 

Consequently  out  of  a  population  of  54,000  in  the  two  unions  of 
Glenties   and  Dunfanaghy,  the  number  of  persons  relieved  in  April, 

1888,  and  1889,  were  as  follows  :   Indoor. — April,  1888,  119  ;   April, 

1889,  115.     Outdoor.— April,  1888,  74  ;  April,  1889,  90. 

The  deficiency  in  the  potato  crop  in  1888  once  again  forces  us 
to  consider  what  are  the  measures  needed  to  develop  the  resources  of 
the  country,  and,  if  possible,  to  mitigate  in  the  future  the  chronic 
poverty  which  exists. 

Referring  to  the  suggestion  in  my  previous  letter  that  the  intro- 
duction of  fresh  seed,  both  oats  and  potatoes,  is  much  required  in 
West  Donegal,  it  is  useful  to  point  out  that  since  the  distribution 
of  seed  potatoes  in  the  congested  districts  of  Mayo  and  Galway  in 
1886  the  potato  crops  there  have  been  most  prolific  and  singularly 
free  from  disease,  and  upon  all  sides  it  is  admitted  that  the  condition 
of  the  people  has  improved.  I  think  provision  should  be  made  for 
the  supply  of  improved  Scotch  seed  potatoes,  and  for  this  purpose  I 
would  suggest  that  depots  should  be  established  where,  under  proper 
supervision,  small  quantities  of  seed — say,  from  lcwt.  to  4cwt. — could 
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be  purchased  at  prime  cost,  to  be  paid  for  on  delivery,  by  any  of  the 
small  cultivators  of  land  in  the  neighbourhood. 

Everywhere  I  have  found  this  proposal  welcomed  by  all  ex- 
perienced persons,  including  numbers  of  the  small  tenants.  The 
expenses  attendant  upon  the  distribution  might  fairly  be  borne  by 
the  Government,  but  it  should  be  laid  down  as  a  rule  that  no  seed  is 
to  be  given  except  for  cash. 

The  primary  measure,  and  that  upon  which  the  success  of  any 
other  remedial  legislation  depends,  is,  beyond  all  doubt,  the  develop- 
ment and  extension  of  the  railway  system.  It  is  everywhere  stated 
to  be  the  measure  preliminary  to  all  others  for  opening  up  the 
country. 

It  is  impossible  that  the  fisheries  can  be  extended  or  increased  in 
districts  which  are  twenty-five  to  forty  or  more  miles  from  a  railway. 

Fish,  when  caught  in  quantities,  can  hardly  be  sold  at  any  price. 
Witness  what  occurred  ten  days  since  at  Dunfanaghy  on  the  north 
coast.  Haddock  have  been  unusually  plentiful,  and  large  numbers 
caught.  In  the  absence  of  easy  and  rapid  communication  with  the 
railway  at  Letterkenny,  the  price  obtained  was  at  the  rate  of  12s.  6d. 
for  twenty- four  dozen — about  Jd.  each  for  fish  varying  from  21b.  to  61b. 
in  weight !  This  is  an  instance,  in  passing,  of  what  constantly  happens, 
and  probably  accounts  largely  for  the  want  of  energy  and  enterprise 
on  the  part  of  the  fishing  population.  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  that  if 
higher  prices  could  be  obtained  it  would  immediately  stimulate  this 
most  important  industry. 

The  prices  of  all  kinds  of  agricultural  produce  would  also  be 
increased,  especially  eggs  and  poultry,  which  are  at  present  sold  at 
ridiculously  low  prices.  The  quantity  of  eggs  exported  from  these 
districts  is  a  very  important  item  ;  eggs  are  selling  at  6d.  per  dozen 
and  (as  is  the  case  in  Normandy)  all  the  small  tenants  keep  fowls,  the 
number  of  eggs  is  much  larger  than  is  generally  supposed.  At  the 
above  price  the  value  of  the  eggs  sold  in  the  Dunfanaghy  Union  and 
carted,  at  a  cost  of  30s.  per  ton,  to  Letterkenny,  eu  route  to  London- 
derry and  England,  is  estimated  at  over  £10,000  annually.* 

Spring  chickens,  the  size  of  grouse,  were  selling  at  4d.  to  6d. 
each.  At  the  same  period  (May)  the  price  of  eggs  in  the  London 
markets  was  Is.  per  dozen,  and  of  fowls  Is.  6d.  to  2s.  each. 

*  A  sum  nearly  equal  to  the  annual  valuation  of  the  whole  Union. 
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There  is  also  a  concurrence  of  opinion  that  these  poor  districts 
could  ill  afford  to  bear  any  addition  to  the  present  very  high  local 
taxation  which  might  result  from  the  payment  of  a  guarantee  for  the 
construction  of  a  railway,  although  such  a  guarantee  might  easily  be 
borne  in  the  more  wealthy  portions  of  the  county.  This  is  needful  to 
recognise,  as  many  persons  favourable  to  the  introduction  of  rail- 
ways stated  they  should  be  opposed  to  their  introduction  if  they 
caused  any  additional  taxation.  The  Government  must,  I  believe,  be 
willing  to  make  the  railways  irrespective  of  the  amount  of  guarantee, 
or  be  content  to  limit  it  to  a  very  low  figure  in  the  unions  of  Dun- 
fanaghy  and  Glenties,  which  contain  54,000  persons,  one-fourth  of  the 
population  of  the  entire  county — the  Poor  Law  valuation  of  these 
unions  being  £32,000,  one-ninth  of  the  valuation  of  the  Co.  Donegal. 

The  E-oyal  Commissioners,  in  their  report  on  railways,  suggest 
that  the  maximum  rate  of  guarantee  should  not  exceed  sixpence  in 
the  pound — a  most  valuable  recommendation,  which  allows  a  latitude 
most  necessary  to  be  used  in  dealing  with  impoverished  unions  in  the 
West  of  Ireland. 

There  is  also  a  preponderance  of  opinion  that  railways,  if  intro- 
duced, should  follow  the  coast  line,  where  the  main  population  exists. 
The  centre  of  Donegal  is  a  wild,  mountainous  district,  with  a  very 
sparse  and  widely-scattered  population. 

At  present  the  line  from  Letterkenny  to  Londonderry  is  the  only 
railway  available  for  North- Western  Donegal,  and  Letterkenny  is 
forty  to  fifty  miles  distant  from  a  large  portion  of  the  population. 
The  people  in  and  around  Glenties  make  use  of  the  Finn  Valley 
Railway  at  Stranorlar,  whilst  the  southern  districts  of  the  county 
are  served  by  the  railway  near  the  town  of  Donegal.  Both  these 
railway  stations  are  forty  to  fifty  miles  from  the  most  distant  portions 
of  the   Glenties  Union. 

For  the  northern  and  central  districts  an  extension  of  the  narrow- 
gauge  line  from  Letterkenny  is  most  essential.  This  line  would 
run  via  Kilmacrenan  to  Creeslough  and  Dunfanaghy  (the  most 
important  little  town  in  the  north-west),  thence  by  Cross  Roads  and 
Falcarragh  through  Gweedore  to  Dunglow  or  Burton  Port,  more 
than  fifty  miles  in  all. 

This  would  completely  open  up  the  most  thickly  populated 
districts  in  the  north-west,  and,  wherever  fishing  could  be  carried 
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out,  give  a  ready  means  of  communication  with  Londonderry  and 
Dublin,  and  has  the  advantage  of  facilitating  the  exodus  of  the 
people  in  search  of  work,  and  in  many  other  ways  benefiting  them. 

The  population  thus  assisted  would  exceed  40,000  persons.  In 
reference  to  this  suggestion,  the  Commissioners  in  their  second  report 
on  public  works  in  1888  recommend  the  extension  of  the  narrow-gauge 
line  from  Letterkenny  to  Kilmacrenan,  and  although  their  recom- 
mendation stops  there,  they  point  out  that  the  line  might  easily  be 
extended  as  I  have  suggested  above. 

In  stopping  at  Kilmacrenan  the  railway  would  be  six  or  seven 
miles  nearer  to  the  north-western  coast,  but  would  practically  confer 
little,  if  any,  benefit.  A  bolder  and  more  generous  policy  is  needed  if 
these  unfortunate  districts  are  to  be  really  opened  out  and  civilised. 

The  probable  cost  of  this  extension  would  not  be  less  than 
£225,000  ;  a  rate  of  6d.  in  the  pound  would  add  £650  yearly  to  the 
already  heavy  taxation  of  the  Dunfanaghy  Union. 

This  union  now  pays  a  rate  of  4d.  in  the  pound  as  its  share  of  the 
guarantee  for  the  Letterkenny  Railway,  forty  or  fifty  miles  distant 
from  many  of  the  ratepayers. 

I  think  a  rate  of  2d.  in  the  pound  would  be  the  utmost  which, 
if  any  is  demanded,  the  district  under  consideration  can  reasonably 
be  asked  to  guarantee. 

In  the  south  or  south  midland  districts  of  Donegal  the  Com- 
missioners also  recommend  that  the  Finn  Valley  Railway  should  be 
tapped  at  Stranorlar,  and  a  broad-gauge  line  constructed  across  the 
centre  of  Donegal  through  a  very  thinly-populated  district  to  Glenties 
and  thence  to  Killybegs  on  the  south  coast. 

With  great  deference  to  the  views  of  the  Commissioners,  I  confess 
that  I  think  this  is  not  likely  to  prove  nearly  so  useful  as  the  alterna- 
tive plan  (also  considered  though,  apparently  after  much  hesitation, 
not  approved  by  them),  to  extend  the  narrow-gauge  line  from 
Donegal  town  to  Killybegs — the  most  important  harbour  in  the 
county — and  possibly  thence  to  Glenties. 

Another  suggested  line,  apparently  not  considered  by  the  Royal 
Commissioners,  is,  I  venture  to  think,  entitled  to  very  careful 
attention.  By  making  a  short  broad-gauge  line  of  about  fourteen 
miles  from  Castle  Caldwell,  on  the  Enniskillen  and  Bundoran  Railway, 
to  Donegal,  and    thence   to   Killybegs,  broad-gauge   communication 
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would  thus  be  opened  up  between  West  Donegal  and  England 
via  Greenore,  and  fish  could  be  sent  daily,  without  transhipment, 
by  this  route. 

It  has  thus  a  marked  advantage  over  the  alternative  exten- 
sion of  the  Donegal  line  (upon  the  narrow-gauge  system),  which 
involves  a  transhipment  on  to  the  broad-gauge  line  at  Stranorlar. 
An  Act  for  the  construction  of  the  line  from  Castle  Caldwell  to 
Donegal  town  was  obtained  in  1879,  but,  owing  to  the  disturbed 
condition  of  the  country  at  that  time,  the  required  capital  could 
not  be  obtained,  and  the  Act  has  now  lapsed.  If  the  line — i.e.,  from 
Castle  Caldwell  to  Donegal  and  Killybegs — were  adopted,  a  short 
extension — from  a  point  between  the  two  latter  towns — would  easily 
connect  the  important  district  of  Glenties  with  this  system,  and  I 
hope  as  effectually  serve  that  portion  of  Donegal. 

The  total  mileage  from  Castle  Caldwell  to  Donegal,  thence  to 
Killybegs  and  Glenties,  would  be  about  forty  miles ;  a  somewhat 
shorter  distance  than  the  line  recommended  by  the  Commissioners 
from  Stranorlar  to  Glenties  and  Killybegs. 

[Some  objections  have  been  made  both  in  the  papers  and  privately 
to  my  advocacy  of  the  extension  of  the  broad-gauge  line  from 
Castle  Caldwell  on  Lough  Erne  to  Donegal  town,  and  thence  to 
Killybegs ;  and  it  is  urged  that  the  narrow-gauge  system  which  will 
shortly  connect  Donegal  town  with  Stranorlar  and  Londonderry 
ought  to  be  continued  from  Donegal  to  Killybegs  and  Glenties. 

There  is  no  doubt  considerable  force  in  the  arguments  put 
forward  for  the  adoption  of  this  line  both  on  account  of  the  intimate 
connection  of  Londonderry  with  the  south  of  Donegal  and  on  the 
ground  of  the  smaller  cost  of  the  narrow-gauge  and  of  its  adapt- 
ability to  hilly  districts.  This  does  not,  however,  in  any  way  alter  my 
strong  conviction  of  the  importance  of  connecting  Donegal  town 
with  the  Great  Northern  system,  via  Castle  Caldwell,  even  if  a  break 
of  gauge  is  needed  at  Donegal.  The  benefit  of  giving  South  Donegal 
a  second  outlet  and  a  direct  communication  with  Greenore  and 
England  must  be  very  considerable.  In  saying  this  I  have  no  wish 
to  undervalue  or  appear  to  lessen  the  importance  of  the  port  and 
town  of  Londonderry  and  highly  appreciate  the  prominent  position 
which  it  holds  in  Donegal  and  elsewhere. 

It   has   also   been   said   that   the  mileage  mentioned  by  me  in 
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pointing  out  the  advantages  of  the  line  from  Donegal  to  Glenties. 
&c,  over  that  from  Stranorlar  to  Glenties,  is  not  correct.  I  regret  any 
error  on  my  part,  but  I  am  quite  unable,  after  careful  examination, 
to  discover  how  the  longer  mileage  of  fifty  miles  is  made  up.  I  trust, 
however,  that  all  minor  differences  may  be  put  aside  and  that  a 
united  and  determined  effort  may  be  made  by  all  Irishmen  to  ensure 
the  passing  of  Mr.  Balfour's  very  liberal  scheme  for  the  extension  of 
railways  in  the  West  of  Ireland.  Such  a  measure,  if  thrown  out,  is 
hardly  likely  ever  to  be  offered  again  to  the  country.] 

A  further  most  important  point  which  should  be  noticed  is  the 
probability  that  the  ratepayers  in  the  districts  between  Castle  Cald- 
well and  Killybegs  would  be  able  to  pay  the  maximum  guarantee 
required,  while  in  the  poorer  districts  between  Stranorlar  and 
Glenties  it  is  more  than  doubtful  whether  any  part  of  the  guarantee 
could  be  levied.  The  importance  of  the  harbour  of  Killybegs 
cannot,  I  think,  be  over-estimated ;  it  is  the  only  safe  harbour  for 
large  vessels  on  a  rocky  and  dangerous  coast  extending  over 
100  miles  between  Lough  S willy  fco  the  north,  and  Broadhaven, 
on  the  west  coast  of  Mayo,  to  the  south. 

The  quantity  of  fish  caught  in  the  vicinity  of  Killybegs  is  already 
large,  and  might  be  very  much  increased  if  direct  communication 
were  opened  up  between  Killybegs  and  the  east  coast.  Its  value  as 
a  naval  station  has  never  been  fully  recognised,  and  the  construction 
of  a  deep-water  pier,  which  could  be  undertaken  at  a  moderate 
cost  owing  to  its  landlocked  position,  would  render  it  a  harbour 
of  national  as  well  as  local  importance. 

Let  me  once  more  say  that,  while  there  exists  a  varietv  of 
opinions  as  to  the  precise  routes  which  might  be  adopted,  there  is 
none  whatever  as  to  the  value  and  importance  of  the  extension  of 
railways  into  these  very  neglected  districts. 

This  letter,  commenced  in  Donegal,  I  have  been  compelled  to 
finish  at  home.  The  delay  has  afforded  me  the  great  advantage  of 
seeing  the  exposition  of  Mr.  Chamberlain's  views,  as  given  in  The 
Times  of  May  23rd,  in  reference  to  the  crofters  of  Skye,  and  of  know- 
ing that  his  far  more  powerful  advocacy  is  given  to  measures,  whether 
for  Skye  or  Donegal,  almost  identical  with  the  suggestions  contained 
in  this  letter. 

If  it  is  possible  to  grant  me  space  for  a  further  letter  bearing   on 
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the    social    condition  of    the  inhabitants  of   Donegal  I  should  be 
grateful. 

I  am,  yours  faithfully, 

J.  H.  T. 

Hitchin. 

May  25th,  1889 


P.S. — The  development  of  the  Fisheries  seems  to  hold  out  the 
greatest  prospect  of  success — and  first  as  to  inshore  fishing.  We 
heard  the  most  distinct  and  favourable  evidence  of  large  quantities 
of  fish  being  taken  along  the  coast.  One  instance  was  mentioned 
by  a  gentleman  who  had  provided  two  boats  of  a  slightly  better 
class  than  those  in  ordinary  use,  which  he  managed  in  partner- 
ship with  the  crews.  In  a  short  time,  notwithstanding  the 
present  difficulties  of  transit,  the  men  were  able  to  earn  from 
£14  to  £20  each,  and  it  was  thought  these  profits  would  have  been 
doubled  had  the  railway  transport  been  possible. 

There  is  a  general  consensus  of  opinion  that  large  quantities  of 
fish  are  to  be  found  on  the  "  great  banks,"  at  a  distance  of  from  fifteen 
to  twenty  miles  from  the  mainland,  but  at  present  the  want  of 
suitable  boats  prevents  the  fishermen  from  facing  the  dangers  of  the 
terrific  Atlantic  storms  which  sweep  this  wild  and  rugged  coast. 
Occasionally  a  few  Manx  or  Scotch  boats  fish  with  great  success  on 
these  banks. 

So  far  as  my  inquiries  extended,  there  are  at  present  very  few 
(perhaps  not  half  a  dozen)  boats  on  the  West  Donegal  coast  in  which 
deep  sea  fishing  in  any  but  the  calmest  weather  could  be  carried 
out.  The  great  majority  of  what  are  called  fishing  boats  are  simply 
undecked  sailing  or  rowing  boats  of  various  sizes.  It  is  hardly 
necessary  to  point  out  that  profitable  fishing  under  such  circum- 
stances is  an  impossibility,  and  owing  to  the  want  of  deep  water 
piers  or  places  of  refuge,  it  would  at  present  be  unwise  to  supply 
many  decked  boats  of  a  better  class. 

After  the  wasteful  expenditure  of  money  on  piers  in  the  past  it 
requires  anyone  to  consider,  with  the  utmost  care,  where  deep  water 
piers,  other  than  that  at  Killybegs,  can  be  really  beneficially  placed. 
All  I  would  suggest  is,  that  a  survey  of  a  few  of  the  principal  fishing 
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stations  along  the  West  Coast  should  be  made  to  determine  where 
such  piers  or  harbours  could  be  safely  constructed.  The  places 
suggested  to  me  were  : — 

Port-na-Blair  (near  Dunfanaghy), 

Burton  Port, 

Glen  Harbour,  Glencolumbkill. 

All  along  the  coast  lobsters  are  caught  in  large  numbers  and 
sent  weekly  to  Liverpool  by  steamers.  When  caught  they  are 
placed  in  cages  in  the  water  and  are  thus  kept  alive  till  the  steamer 
passes,  but  unfortunately  fish  cannot  be  treated  in  this  manner  and 
must  be  sent  daily  and  rapidly  to  a  market. 

It  must  not  be  overlooked  that  technical  education  in  fishing  as 
well  as  in  other  industries  is  also  much  required,  and  the  great  success 
which  has  attended  the  Baltimore  Fishing  Industrial  School  leads 
one  to  hope  that  some  effort  will  be  made  to  encourage  the  formation 
of  similar  institutions  in  Donegal. 

The  other  industries,  such  as  stocking  knitting,  frieze  and  flannel 
making,  would,  no  doubt,  be  beneficially  affected  by  the  proposed 
railways.  I  was  much  gratified  to  notice  the  large  quantities  of 
home-made  flannels  and  friezes  in  the  various  stores  I  visited. 
At  Glenties  the  very  extensive  trade  in  weaving  and  stocking  and 
glove  knitting,  introduced  many  years  since  and  fostered  by  the 
Messrs.  McDevitt,  are  too  well-known  to  need  any  comment  from  me. 
Mrs.  Ernest  Hart  and  Miss  Roberts  are  also  most  usefully  helping 
to  encourage  local  industries. — J.  H.  T. 


The  following   Railways   are   especially    required  in   the 
congested  districts  of  Ulster  and  Connaught. 


DONEGAL   (North). 

1.  Continuation    of    Railway    from    Letterkenny    by 
Cresslough  to  Dunfanaghy  and  Burton  Port. 


DONEGAL   (South). 

2.  Railway  from  Donegal  Town  by  circuitous  route  to 
Killybegs,  with  extension  to  Glenties. 

3.  Extension    of    Great    Northern   line   from   Castle 
Caldwell  or  Pettigoe  to  Donegal  Town, 

4.  Railway  from  Bally  shannon  to  Sligo. 


MAYO. 

5    Railway  from  Ballina  to  Killala  and  Belmullet. 
6.  Railway  from  Westport  to  Newport  (short  line). 


GALWAY. 

7.  Railway  from   Galway   Town  to   Ought erard  and 
Clifden  (coast  route). 

8.  Continuation  of  Railway  from  Tuam  to  Claremorris. 


Other  short  lines  are  needed  in  the  Southern  Counties 
of  Ireland,  but  in  the  absence  of  personal  knowledge  I  do 
not  venture  to  mention  them. 


THE  CONDITION  OF  DONEGAL. 


No.  3. 
TO  THE  EDITOR  OF  "  THE  TIMES." 

Sir, — As  any  attempt  to  delineate  the  condition  of  the  congested 
districts  of  Donegal  would  be  wholly  incomplete  without  some 
reference  to  the  social  life  and  surroundings  of  the  peasantry  I  shall, 
with  your  permission,  endeavour,  as  shortly  as  possible,  to  indicate  a 
few  of  the  principal  features  of  this  social  condition,  which  has  so 
important  a  bearing  upon  the  economic  and  political  aspects  of  the 
present  situation.  The  question,  as  a  whole,  is  too  large  and  complex 
to  bring  within  the  limits  of  a  letter. 

The  knowledge  that  so  many  thousands  of  my  fellow-creatures  are 
living  on  the  verge  of  poverty,  in  homes  which  in  England  we  should 
regard  as  unfit  for  human  habitation,  and  which  no  sanitary 
authority  in  this  country  would  allow  to  exist  for  a  day,  has  always 
stimulated  me  in  my  efforts  to  improve  this  condition  and  to 
endeavour  to  induce  those  in  power  to  devise  methods  for  its 
amelioration.  How  can  it  be  possible  to  secure  a  healthy  social  tone 
where  thousands  of  people,  not  only  the  poorest,  but  even  those  in 
fairly  good  circumstances,  are  living  in  dark  hovels  filled  with  smoke, 
the  one  living  room,  with  its  mud  floor,  occupied  by  large  families, 
men,  women,  and  children,  who  squat  at  one  end  around  the  peat 
fire,  while  the  live  stock,  cows,  horse,  donkey,  pigs,  and  poultry — 
their  number  varying  according  to  the  wealth  of  the  occupant — are 
herded  together  at  the  other  ?  That  an  amount  of  bodily  health  and 
freedom  from  disease,  unknown  in  our  great  cities  or  even  in  our 
country  towns,  can  exist  under  these  circumstances  may  well  be  one 
of  the  marvels  of  the  civilised  world. 

The  pure  mountain  air  and  the  antiseptic  qualities  of  peat  smoke 
must,  indeed,  be  potent  agencies  in  enabling  human  beings  to  live 
and  thrive  in  such   surroundings.     None  the  less,  it  is  a  condition 
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which,  when  once  realised,  it  is  impossible  to  forget  or  to  cease  most 
earnestly  desiring  to  amend. 

In  a  previous  letter  I  have  pointed  out  certain  measures  specially 
required  for  developing  the  resources  and  earnings  of  the  people — 
viz.,  extension  of  railways  and  encouragement  of  fisheries, 
technical  schools,  weaving,  &c.  ;  but  in  addition  to  these  various 
industries,  which  require  capital  and  State  aid  for  their  development, 
it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  every  endeavour  should  be  made 
by  those  who  guide  these  people  to  promote  individual  effort  and 
habits  of  thrift,  self-reliance,  and  cleanliness  in  their  houses,  &c.  The 
mere  cleansing  of  the  houses  and  the  removal  of  the  cattle,  filth,  &c, 
from  the  living  room  would  effect  a  marvellous  transformation,  and 
to  some  extent  remove  the  aspect  of  squalor  and  misery  which  so 
forcibly  impresses  a  visitor  unacquainted  with  the  habits  of  the 
people.  Nor  is  it  less  important  to  induce  them,  by  attention  to  the 
increased  cultivation  and  drainage  of  the  laud,  and  improvement  in 
the  breed  and  rearing  of  stock,  to  make  the  best  use  of  whatever 
advantages  they  may  individually  possess.  It  is  difficult  to  over- 
estimate the  benefit  which  might  result  if  the  imperfectly-developed 
resources  of  the  soil  and  the  unused  muscles  of  thousands  of  idle 
hands  and  arms  were  made  the  best  use  of. 

In  nearly  all  the  estates  in  the  Dunfanaghy  Union,  and  more 
or  less  in  Glenties,  the  people  have  grazing  rights  over  very  wide 
ranges  of  rough  mountain  lands,  which,  with  a  little  attention  to 
drainage,  would  feed  at  least  double  the  amount  of  stock  now  kept. 

Take,  as  an  illustration,  the  800  to  1,000  holdings  on  Captain 
Hill's  Gweedore  estate.  The  average  rent  per  holding  which,  in 
1887,  it  was  arranged  the  tenants  should  pay,  is  less  than  £1 
per  annum. 

For  this  trivial  sum  (5d.  per  week)  the  tenants  usually  possess 
from  two  to  five  acres  of  arable  (or,  rather,  digging  land,  for  ploughs 
are  unknown  here),  and  the  right  to  graze  their  cattle  over  an 
area  of  mountain  land  exceeding  10,000  acres. 

At  present  the  800  tenants  who  enjoy  the  right  have,  it  is 
computed,  at  least  2,000  head  of  cattle  and  5,000  sheep. 

Is  it  too  much  to  assume  that  this  wide  extent  of  land  might 
support  twice  this  amount  of  stock  ? 

These  tenants  have,  in  addition,  free  right  to  use  all  the  turf 
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they  can  burn,  and  all  the  seaweed  they  can  collect,  both  for 
manure  and  for  the  manufacture  of  kelp  by  those  living  on  the 
sea  coast. 

On  the  adjoining  estate  (Mr.  Olphert's)  the  tenants  have  generally 
larger  holdings  of  arable  land,  and  usually  of  a  somewhat  better 
quality  ;  the  rents  varying  from  15s.  to  £3  10s.  per  annum  on  the 
poorer  townlands,  and  from  £3  to  £5,  or  in  rarer  cases  £6  to  £8, 
per  holding  on  the  better  townlands.  The  rental  of  the  whole 
of  Mr.  Olphert's  estate  averages  about  £3  per  holding,  and  ploughs 
are  used  on  some  of  the  farms.  These  tenants  have  also  free 
turbary  and  seaweed,  but  pay  small  sums  for  the  right  of  grazing — 
2d.  per  head,  I  believe,  for  sheep,  and  6d.  each  for  cattle  per  annum. 

In  reviewing  the  condition  of  the  people  thus  circumstanced,  I 
cannot  conceive  that  the  payment  of  rent  has  any  material  influence 
in  causing  whatever  poverty  exists,  or  that  its  absence  would  remove 
this  poverty.  How  can  the  payment  of  a  weekly  sum  ranging  from 
5d.  to  Is.  8d.,  or  on  larger  holdings  from  2s.  to  3s.  per  week,  be  the 
cause  of  their  present  condition  ? 

To  my  mind,  the  causes  of  the  impoverished  state  of  this  class  of 
peasants,  whether  in  Donegal  or  in  other  districts  similarly  situated 
in  the  West  of  Ireland,  must  be  sought  for  elsewhere.  Three  causes 
chiefly  must  strike  the  impartial  inquirer,  which  apply  equally  to 
Donegal  and  to  other  congested  districts: — (1)  The  absence  of 
employment  or  paid  labour  for  the  male  population,  and  in  Donegal 
this  is  specially  the  case  in  the  Union  of  Dunfanaghy  and  in  the 
northern  portions  of  Glenties.  (2)  The  overcrowded  condition  and 
increasing  numbers  of  a  population  attempting  to  live  on  small 
holdings  of  land  of  very  poor  quality,  subject  to  frequent  subdivision. 
(3)  The  apparent  inability  of  the  people  to  make  the  best  use  of  the 
resources  which  they  possess. 

In  the  absence  of  paid  labour  at  home,  the  migration  during 
the  spring  and  summer  months,  either  to  the  East  of  Ireland, 
Scotland,  or  England,  of  nearly  every  man,  boy,  and  girl  able 
to  work  is,  in  several  parishes  of  Donegal,  resorted  to.  I  was 
informed  by  one  priest  that  from  his  parish,  containing  about 
7,000  persons,  nearly  1,000  boys  and  girls,  of  ages  varying  from  nine 
to  fifteen,  go  annually  to  the  "  Laggan  "  (a  local  term  for  the  eastern 
portions   of  the  province),  and  800  to  1,000  men   and  boys  go  to 
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Scotland  and  England,  for  the  summer  and  autumn  harvests.  The 
total  earnings  thus  brought  home  cannot  in  ordinary  years  be  less 
than  £8,000. 

In  an  adjoining  parish  the  clearance  during  the  summer  is  so 
complete  that  only  those  unfit  for  work  are  left  behind — the  number 
of  these  being  so  small  that  the  chapels  (always  overcrowded  in 
winter)  are  said  to  be  almost  empty  during  the  summer  months.  In 
marked  contrast  to  this,  we  find  that  in  and  around  the  neighbour- 
ing parish  of  Glenties  the  number  of  migratory  labourers  is  very 
small,  owing  to  the  large  amount  of  wages  (several  thousands  a  year) 
paid  by  Messrs.  McDevitt  for  knitting,  weaving,  &c,  which,  with  other 
work,  proves  a  sufficient  inducement  to  prevent  the  girls  from  going 
to  the  "  Laggan."  Another  point  important  to  notice  is  that  the 
farms  in  the  Glenties  district  are  somewhat  larger  than  those  in  the 
other  parishes  referred  to ;  hence  some  agricultural  employment  is 
given,  and  few  of  the  men  are  compelled  to  go  to  Scotland  for  work, 
though  a  considerable  number  of  single  people  emigrate  to  America. 
The  wages  earned  by  the  migratory  labourers  will  average  from  £2  to 
£4  each  for  the  boys  and  girls,  and  for  the  men  from  £5  to  £8  each 
for  the  season.  If  we  take  the  number  of  migrants  from  each  family 
at  one  man  and  one  child  only,  the  earnings  would  range  from  £8  to 
£12  for  the  summer  work.  In  other  families,  two  or  even  three 
children  may  seek  employment,  and  thus  add  proportionately  to  the 
family  earnings.  The  majority  of  the  families  will  also  possess  and  be 
able  to  sell  annually  a  "  small  beast,"  two  or  three  sheep,  and  usually 
two  pigs,  which  together  will  realise  a  further  sum  of  £8  or  £10,  and  to 
these  may  be  added  £1  to  £3  for  the  sale  of  eggs  and  poultry.  There 
is  also  some  earning  from  knitting  and  weaving.  Altogether,  from 
these  combined  sources,  the  money  realised  in  ordinary  years  by  the 
majority  of  the  tenants  cannot  be  less  than,  say,  £15  to  £25  per 
annum,  in  addition  to  the  milk  of  the  cow  and  the  produce  from  one 
to  one-and-a-half  acre  of  potatoes,  the  same  quantity  of  oats,  free  turf, 
and  more  or  less  mountain  grazing.  These  remarks  are  intended  to 
apply  to  tenants  who  hold  from  three  to  five  acres  of  arable  land. 

Looking  at  this  condition  as  a  whole,  it  may  seem  one  which  an 
English  labourer  might  envy ;  but  it  must  never  be  overlooked  that 
the  potato  crop,  grown  often  year  after  year  on  wet  bog  land,  is 
constantly  liable  to  partial  failure ;  that,  when  this  is  the  case,  no 
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pigs  can  be  fed ;  that  sometimes,  as  in  1886,  no  "  price  "  can  be 
obtained  for  the  small  cattle  ;  and  that,  owing  to  stagnation  of  trade 
in  England  or  Scotland  at  various  times,  little  wages  can  be  earned 
by  the  men.  The  position  of  these  small  tenants  is  at  such  times 
undoubtedly  a  deplorable  one. 

These  fluctuations  have  led  to  the  dismal  outcries  for  help  which 
have  so  frequently  been  repeated  in  late  years. 

Nor  must  it  be  forgotten  that  in  these  small  communities,  as  well 
as  in  all  others,  a  number  of  either  aged  or  shiftless  persons,  or  of 
weak  families,  exist,  in  which  the  men  or  children  are  unable  to  go 
abroad  for  work  or  are  incapable  of  properly  cultivating  even  a 
smaller  quantity  of  land  than  the  average  mentioned,  and  by  whom 
also  the  "  little  cow,"  so  important  for  the  family  to  keep,  cannot  be 
retained.  Such  families,  in  the  absence  of  employment  at  home,  are 
thus  thrown  entirely  for  their  sustenance  upon  the  produce  of  the 
small  holding,  and  must  at  all  times  be  very  poor,  and  in  bad  seasons 
on  the  verge  of  starvation.  As  to  the  exact  proportion  of  this  class 
to  the  whole  it  is  difficult  to  speak,  for  the  general  aspect  of  the 
houses  and  clothing  of  the  people  varies  little.  But  undoubtedly 
there  exists,  side  by  side  with  a  fairly  good  condition,  a  very 
considerable  amount  of  chronic  abject  poverty,  which  injuriously 
affects  the  condition  of  the  whole  community ;  and,  unfortunately, 
when  assistance  is  really  needed  for  this  poorer  class,  the  demand  for 
it  is  made  by  the  whole.  We  all  know  of  analogous  conditions  at 
home,  and  how,  as  at  the  East  End,  when  public  aid  is  given,  the 
whole  poorer  population  of  the  neighbourhood  is  demoralised.  How 
often  this  demand  has  of  late  years  been  made  for  the  congested 
districts  is  only  too  well  known.  In  the  years  1879-80,  in  1883,  and 
again  in  1886,  an  urgent  clamour  has  arisen  from  these  districts  of 
Donegal,  and  once  more  this  spring ;  but,  as  I  have  sought  to  show, 
with  little  or  no  foundation  in  fact  at  present. 

It  cannot  be  regarded  as  satisfactory  or  desirable  to  perpetuate  a 
social  condition  in  which  it  is  needful  for  children,  of  ages  varying  from 
nine  to  fifteen,  to  leave  their  homes  during  the  spring  and  summer 
and  be  employed,  chiefly  in  agricultural  work,  in  a  distant  part  of  the 
country,  without  oversight  or  care.  Nor,  in  connection  with  the 
migration  of  the  men,  can  it  be  otherwise  than  injurious  to  the 
cultivation  of  the  small  holdings  that  the  rightful  tiller  of  the  ground 
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should  be  compelled  to  neglect  the  land  during  so  large  a  portion  of 
the  year.  Still  less  can  it  be  regarded  as  satisfactory  that  the 
exigencies  of  the  present  system  almost  compel  further  subdivision 
of  the  small  holdings,  in  order  to  supply  the  wants  of  an  increasing 
population,  in  districts  so  constantly  liable  to  fluctuations  of  season 
and  crop  as  to  make  it  uncertain  whether  a  portion  of  the  inhabitants 
can  be  supported  unless  public  charity  comes  to  their  aid. 

'  The  uncertainty  thus  engendered  and  the  influence  it  exerts  upon 
character  is,  as  might  be  expected,  disastrous  in  weakening  self- 
reliance  and  in  demoralising  the  people  by  the  constant  hope  or 
expectation  of  charity. 

Whilst  writing  upon  the  social  and  economic  condition  of  the 
people,  it  is  impossible  to  avoid  all  reference  to  the  presence  of  "  the 
Plan  of  Campaign  "  on  certain  estates  in  a  portion  of  Donegal  which 
has  of  late  attracted  so  much  attention.  I  did  not  find  that  the 
tenants,  though  uniting  in  the  "  Plan,"  and  suffering  themselves  to 
be  moved  hither  and  thither  like  pieces  on  a  chess-board  at  the  will 
of  the  players,  objected  individually  to  the  payment  of  rent,  nor  did 
they  appear  to  entertain  hostile  feelings  to  the  chief  resident  land- 
lord, though  undoubtedly  strong  feeling  does  exist  against  "  land- 
lordism," whatever  this  term  may  convey  to  their  minds.  Nor  can 
this  cause  surprise  when  we  recall  the  addresses  and  written  appeals 
made  to  the  tenants,  in  which  their  poverty  and  other  evils  which 
afflict  them  are  usually  attributed  to  the  existence  of  "  landlordism." 
Indeed,  so  far  as  I  could  gather,  the  views  upon  the  land  question 
held  by  many  of  those  to  whom  the  people  look  for  guidance  seemed 
to  me  almost  identical  with  those  of  the  Socialist  leaders  in  England. 
The  term  "  prairie  value "  with  the  one  takes  the  place  of  the 
"  unearned  increment "  used  by  the  other ;  and  the  right  of  the 
tenants  of  Donegal  to  hold  their  lands  at  "  prairie  value  "  is  demanded 
with  equal  frankness,  as  is  the  right  of  the  occupiers  of  ground-rents 
or  other  property  in  London  to  the  "  unearned  increment "  demanded 
by  the  Socialist  leaders.  What  the  influence  of  this  teaching  would 
be  at  the  East  End  of  London  if  the  social  conditions  were  the  same 
it  is  not  difficult  to  guess.  The  difficulty  of  arriving  at  any  settle- 
ment between  those  who  demand  "  prairie  value "  on  the  one 
hand,  and  those  who  adhere  to  ''judicial  rents,"  or  reason- 
able   reductions    on    the    other,    will    be    evident.      Nevertheless, 
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many  conversations  with  persons  interested  on  both  sides, 
have  made  me  aware  that  a  strong  feeling  exists  in  favour  of  a 
speedy  settlement  of  the  questions  at  issue.  The  leaders  of  the 
people  cannot  shut  their  eyes  to  the  injury  which  this  long-continued 
struggle  causes  both  in  its  moral  and  material  aspects.  The 
influence  of  the  sanction  given  to  the  repudiation  of  a  debt  in  the 
shape  of  rent  which  the  tenant  is  able  to  pay,  does  not,  as  they  are 
aware,  end  there.  I  more  than  once  heard  the  opinion  expressed 
that  it  would  no  longer  be  safe  for  the  shopkeeper  to  give  the  usual 
credit  from  the  fear  that  the  shop  debts  would  stand  next  on  the  list 
for  repudiation — a  most  serious  matter  for  the  small  tenants,  who 
depend  during  certain  portions  of  the  year  upon  the  shopkeeper  for 
the  daily  or  weekly  supply  of  necessaries,  which  are  paid  for  with 
money  earned  in  Scotland  or  elsewhere  or  when  the  sale  of  the  cattle, 
&c,  is  effected.  It  was,  therefore,  with  much  satisfaction  that  I 
heard,  even  on  the  part  of  some  extreme  partisans,  a  willingness 
expressed  that  the  whole  of  the  questions  in  dispute  should  be 
submitted  to  arbitration  on  the  basis  of  sale  and  purchase  by  the 
tenants  Under  Lord  Ashbourne's  Act — one  arbitrator  to  be  appointed 
by  each  side,  with  an  umpire  to  be  selected  either  by  the  Land 
Commissioners  or  as  might  be  mutually  arranged.  Another 
suggestion  has  been  made,  that  the  whole  of  the  matters  in  dispute 
might,  if  the  parties  interested  were  willing,  be  left  to  the  arbitration 
of  the  Land  Commissioners. 

In  coming  to  the  conclusion  to  suggest  an  attempt  to  settle  the 
rent  difficulties  in  Donegal  on  the  basis  of  sale  and  purchase  under 
Lord  Ashbourne's  Act,  I  do  so  after  much  careful  thought  and 
deliberation. 

I  have  for  many  years  advocated  the  conversion  of  tenants  who 
occupy  sufficient  land  to  enable  them  to  maintain  their  families  into 
owners,  but  the  difficulties  which  surround  the  conversion  of  the 
smallest  class  of  tenants  into  owners  have  hitherto  appeared  to  me  so 
considerable  as  to  render  it  unwise  to  attempt  any  extensive  applica- 
tion of  the  Ashbourne  Act  to  them. 

The  conclusion  has,  indeed,  been  forced  upon  me  from  a  sense  of 
the  gravity  of  the  present  position  and  the  conviction  that  a  victory 
for  either  side  on  the  existing  basis  would  in  no  sense  bring  with  it  a 
permanent  settlement,  so  ardently  to  be  desired  in  the  interests  both 
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of  landlord  and  tenant.  In  illustration  let  me  mention  that  I  was 
informed  that  no  rents  had  at  the  time  of  my  visit  to  Donegal 
(May)  been  received  by  the  landlord  on  the  Gweedore  estate,  although 
one  and  a-half  year's  rent  was  then  due  under  the  so-called  settle- 
ment, so  very  advantageous  to  the  tenants,  which  was  arrived  at  in 
November,  1887.  In  advocating  the  extension  of  the  Act  I  do  not 
overlook  the  existence  in  Donegal  and  elsewhere  of  a  limited  number 
of  very  poor  townlands,  in  which  little,  if  any,  rent  has  been  obtained 
for  four,  five,  or  even  nine  years,  and  which  seem  almost  beyond  the 
powers  of  legislation  in  the  direction  indicated  to  benefit  or  deal  with. 
The  existing  powers  of  the  Land  Act  are  ample,  I  believe,  to  enable 
the  Commissioners  to  deal  with  the  bulk  of  the  properties  under 
review,  yet  many  considerations  lead  me  to  the  conclusion  that,  if  any 
attempt  should  be  made  by  the  Government  to  take  up  the  question 
of  the  congested  districts  as  a  whole,  some  special  legislation  will  be 
required.  The  rights  of  mountain  grazing,  turf  cutting,  as  well  as 
questions  affecting  drainage,  will  also  require  very  careful  con- 
sideration. 

Two  reasons  have  frequently  been  urged  against  advancing 
money  to  the  smallest  class  of  tenants — (1)  the  doubt  of  the 
adequacy  of  the  security  for  the  advance  and  of  the  ability  of 
the  tenants  to  pay  the  instalments  regularly  ;  (2)  that  subdivision, 
being  unchecked,  would  go  on  with  increased  force.  As  to  the 
first,  many  inquiries  made  on  the  spot  have  led  me  both  to  hope 
and  believe  that  the  greatest  efforts  would  be  made  by  the 
purchasers  to  insure  the  due  fulfilment  of  their  obligations.  Happily 
we  are  not  left  to  mere  conjecture  to  enable  us  to  form  an  opinion 
on  this  point.  The  Land  Commissioners  have  already  sanctioned 
the  sale  and  purchase  of  similar  small  holdings  in  a  few  cases, 
one  of  which  is  in  the  centre  of  the  district  under  review.  In 
this,  as  well  as  in  other  instances  alluded  to,  I  am  informed  on 
the  best  authority  that  the  instalments  have  been  paid  with  the 
utmost  regularity.  The  townland  above  mentioned  (Lower  Beltony) 
is  situated  within  a  short  distance  of  Falcarragh,  and  formed  a 
portion  of  the  Olphert  estate.  Its  total  area  of  263  acres 
was  occupied  by  thirty-six  tenants ;  the  rental  was  £89 ;  the 
annuities  are  £66 ;  fourteen  of  the  holdings  were  under  five  acres, 
thirteen  under  ten  acres,  nine  under  twenty  acres ;  thirty-one  were 
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valued  under  £4,  five  over  £4  and  under  £10  ;  the  smallest  area 
was  one  acre  two  roods,  and  the  lowest  valuation  15s.  This  property 
was  sold  three  years  ago  at  seventeen  and  a-half  years'  purchase, 
and  the  annual  instalments,  which  include  the  purchase  of  the 
land  as  shown  above,  are  considerably  less  than  the  former  rent — 
viz.,  former  rent  £89,  annuity  £66.  The  holdings  are  in  every 
respect  similar  to  many  other  portions  of  the  Olphert  estate,  though 
larger  than  most  of  the  holdings  on  the  Hill  estate  at  Gweedore. 
The  annual  instalments  of  these  small  Bel  tony  landowners  have 
been  regularly  paid,  in  striking  contrast  to  the  rents  of  the  adjoining 
tenants,  who  have  joined  the  Plan.  In  driving  through  the  district 
we  were  suddenly  struck  by  the  evidence  of  unusual  care  and 
of  superior  cultivation  of  some  small  holdings  of  land,  and  found 
we  had  come  upon  the  recently-enfranchised  landowners  of  Beltony. 
In  conversation  with  the  men,  who  were  busily  engaged  on  the 
land,  we  found,  in  spite  of  an  occasional  grumble,  that  they  seemed 
well  contented  with  their  position. 

"  The  work's  hard,  yer  honour,  but  there's  pleasure  in  it,"  was  the 
ultimate  result  of  our  inquiries. 

No  better  illustration  could  be  wished  for  or  furnished  of  the 
influence  and  stimulus  of  ownership  than  these  lands  afforded. 

Just  beyond  these  little  proprietors  we  came  upon  a  small  estate 
owned  by  a  lady  who  is  held  by  her  tenants  in  the  highest  esteem. 
When  they  found  that  this  lady  was  a  friend  of  ours  they  crowded 
around  us  to  shake  hands  and  make  us  welcome  for  the  "  good  lady's" 
sake.  "  She  is  a  nice  woman,  yer  honour.  D'ye  see  the  big  wall 
that  she  had  built  to  shelter  the  lands  and  to  give  us  work  ?  And  she 
made  us  a  road  right  up  into  the  bog,"  &c.  "  Yes,  she's  a  good 
woman."  But  as  I  saw  and  admired  what  had  been  done  I  confess 
that  I  was  no  longer  surprised  when  I  remembered  that  our  friend 
had  shortly  before  informed  us  that  out  of  a  rental  of  £200  to  £300 
a  year  she  had  one  year  only  received  4s.  9d.  as  her  share  of  this  sum  ! 
How  few  can  afford  to  own  land  on  these  terms  !  That  which  struck 
me  most  forcibly,  however,  was  that,  so  far  as  could  be  observed,  there 
was  no  such  improvement  in  the  cultivation  of  these  holdings  as  was 
so  evident  on  the  lands  of  the  small  purchasers  adjoining  them.  They 
were  undoubtedly  walled  in,  and  the  houses,  which  had  been  white- 
washed at  the  "  good  lady's"  expense,  were  much  neater  ;   otherwise 
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there  was  no  perceptible  difference  in  the  cultivation  or  improvement 
of  the  lands  which  distinguished  them  from  those  of  adjoining 
tenants  on  other  estates. 

Let  any  one  who  doubts  this  visit  for  himself  the  wild  valleys  of 
Upper  and  Lower  Beltony.  The  Beltony  estate  is  not  the  only 
instance,  I  am  glad  to  know,  in  which  small  tenants  have  become 
purchasers,  and  in  which  the  annual  instalments  have  been  paid  with 
extreme  regularity. 

The  second  reason  urged  against  peasant  proprietorship  is  that 
subdivision  of  the  land  will,  when  the  control  of  the  landlord  is 
removed,  still  further  increase.  How  small  the  landlord's  power  has 
been  in  this  direction  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that  both  sub- 
division and  population  have  increased  to  a  greater  extent  in  some 
of  those  districts  than  in  any  other  part  of  Ireland,*  and  the  opinion 
of  those  best  able  to  judge  (with  whom  I  have  conversed)  is 
distinctly  in  favour  of  the  view  that  the  influence  of  ownership 
would  tend  in  the  direction  of  lessening  subdivision.  The  experience 
gained  as  to  the  influence  of  purchase  under  the  Church  Tempo- 
ralities and  Land  Acts  in  Ireland  also  favours  this  presumption.  The 
evil  of  subdivision  is,  however,  one  which  must  be  grappled  with, 
whether  the  cultivators  of  the  soil  continue  as  tenants  or  are 
transformed  into  owners  of  land. 

The  question  still  remains,  what  influences  in  the  interests  of  the 
people  can  properly  be  brought  to  bear  upon  the  congested  districts 
which  shall  effectually  check  the  further  subdivision  of  the 
impoverished  land  ? 

The  benefits  which  it  is  hoped  may  result  from  the  introduction  of 
railways  and  the  development  of  fisheries,  &c,  will  be  of  slow  growth, 
and  can,  as  even  the  most  sanguine  are  aware,  affect  only  a  portion 
of  the  population. 

A  few  years  ago  the  word  "  migration "  possessed  a  peculiar 
charm  in  certain  quarters,  but  it  will  be  admitted  by  those  who  most 
warmly  supported  the  movement  that  the  attempt  to  carry  it  out 
ended  in  signal  failure,  and  I  feel  assured,  although  the  money  voted 
for  this  object  in  1883  remains  untouched  in  the  Treasury,  that 
migration  will  not  again  be  seriously  attempted. 

I   am   well   aware   that    the  suggestion   of  emigration   will   be 

*  See  Letter  on  the  Condition  of  Donegal,     No.  1, 
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received    with    horror    more    or    less    real    by   some    among    your 
readers.       Nevertheless,    for   the     sake     of    thousands   who   to-day 
might   have  been    living  in   plenty  or   even  wealth  had  they    not 
been  hindered  from  availing  themselves  of  the  help  offered  by  the 
Act   of  1882-3,    I   shall  once  more  be  bold  enough   to   urge   that 
in  the  congested  districts  of  Ireland  assisted  emigration   (of,  if  it 
were  possible,  colonisation)   shall   be   placed  within   easy  reach   of 
every  suitable   family,  or   even  of  individuals,   who   may  desire  to 
avail  themselves  of  it,  side  by  side  with  the  other  remedies  proposed 
for  the  social  and  economic  benefit  of  the  people.      To  ensure  the 
success  of  any  such  measure  I  would  urge,  among  other  safeguards, 
that   emigration    should    be    carried    out    under    officers    specially 
appointed  for  the  service,  and  not  by  the  Poor  Law  Authorities,  in 
order  to  avoid  any  risk  of  the  emigrants  being  regarded  as  paupers. 
To  those  who  doubt  the  benefits  of  emigration  and  its  applicability 
to  even  the  poorest  people  in  these  districts,  let  me  recommend  to 
their  notice  an  article  in  the  Nineteenth  Century  for  March,  1889, 
containing   very    remarkable    evidence    of   the    comfort    and    well- 
doing of  a  number  of  families  selected  from  the  poorest  hovels  of 
Mayo  and  Galway  in  1883-4,  given  in  a  letter  from  the  priest  who 
accompanied  the  people   to    St.  Paul,   Minn.*     It   has  been  loudly 
asserted   that   emigration    is    "  unpopular "    and   "  opposed   to   the 
instincts  of  the  people."     Even  those  who  say  so  cannot  shut  their 
eyes  to  what  is  going  on  around  them,  and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say 
that  the  exact  reverse  is  true,  and  that  emigration  is  most  popular. 
If  not,  why  do  thousands  leave  weekly,  and  why,  in  the  face  of  the 
strongest  warnings,  do  the  people  fly  even  to  countries  where  both 
the  language  and  customs  are  unknown  to  them  ?     It  will  be  said 
why,  then,  assist  emigration  further  ?     The  answer  is  that,  large  as 
are   the   numbers   going    from    Ireland   generally,   the    proportion 
leaving   the   congested   districts   is,   owing  to    the   poverty   of   the 
people,  much  too  small  to  give  the  relief  which  is  needed.     In  proof 
of  this  I  may  say  that  since  the  assisted  emigration  carried  on  by 
our  Committee  ceased  in  1885  I  have  each  year  received  from  the 
congested  districts  applications  representing  many  hundreds  of  people 
who  ask  to  be  assisted  to  join  their  friends,  very  few   of  whom,  I 
regret  to  say,  I  have  been  able  to  help. 

*A  portion  of  this  letter  is  given  on  p.  46. 
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There  are  many  other  points  affecting  these  districts  which  may 
well  demand  thoughtful  attention,  but  already  I  have  occupied  your 
valuable  space  at  too  great  a  length,  and  I  will  only  add  that  I  have 
to  ask  those  who  may  differ  from  me  in  the  suggestions  which  I  have 
thrown  out,  to  give  to  them  as  careful  and  patient  a  consideration  as 
is  possible. 

My  only  object  in  writing  is  to  propose  some  remedies  for  a 
condition  of  society  in  the  West  of  Ireland  which  all  true  friends  of 
the  people,  of  all  shades  of  opinion,  must  lament. 

I  am,  yours  faithfully, 

J.  H.  T. 

Grindlewald,  Switzerland. 
June  2Jfth. 
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FOR  THE  IMPROVEMENT  OF  THE    CONGESTED    DISTRICTS 
OF   IRELAND,    WRITTEN   IN    1886. 


In  this,  my  eighth  visit  during  recent  years  to  the  West  of 
Ireland,  I  have  again  been  profoundly  impressed  with  the  condition 
of  chronic  misery — the  ever-existing  destitution  of  the  majority  of 
the  small  holders  of  land.  The  failure  of  the  potato  crop  brings 
this  dreadful  condition  forcibly  upon  us,  and  for  a  time  we  feel  that 
it  is  unbearable,  and  with  such  kindly  aid  as  is  in  our  power  we  seek 
to  relieve  it,  and  save  the  people  from  the  fate  which  would  other- 
wise overtake  them.  But  this  relief,  however  indispensable  for  the 
moment,  does  not  and  cannot  reach  down  to  heal  the  permanently 
impoverished  condition  of  the  people  overwhelmed  with  the  burden 
of  shop  debts  and  arrears  of  rent.  For  this,  more  continuous  and 
heroic  remedies  are  needed.  The  fact  that  the  small  holdings  of 
worn-out  land  cannot  support  the  crowded  population  is  no  longer  a 
debateable  question.  It  is  unanimously  borne  witness  to.  From 
priest,  or  landlord,  or  tenant  there  is  but  one  response  :  "  Without 
other  means  of  earning  money  there  is  no  possibility  of  living  out  of 
the  land."  "  The  living  isn't  in  it,  rent  or  no  rent,  yer  honour ! "  And 
can  it  be  otherwise  ?  Consider  Achil,  with  its  thousand  families,  of 
whom  three-fourths  are  living  on  holdings  so  small  that  the  rental  or 
valuation  does  not  exceed  thirty  shillings  a  year  each — and  few 
of  the  remainder  exceed  £4  a  year !  Take  another  instance  in 
Connemara  of  1,000  families  attempting  to  live  on  1,700  acres  of 
arable  bog  land,  mere  patches  of  soil  lying  among  great  boulders. 

The  time  for  inquiry  or  speculation  has  past ;  the  necessity  for 
action  is  acknowledged,  and  the  question  now  is  what  shall  that 
action  be  ?  Is  there,  or  is  there  not,  in  these  districts  any  industrial 
occupation  which  can  be  developed  or  employment  given,  or  must 
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that  employment  be  sought  elsewhere  ?  Looking  at  the  long  line  of 
sea  coast  the  answer  seems  spontaneously  to  arise :  "  Surely  for  those 
families  living  on  the  sea  shore  is  not  this  employment  to  be  found  in 
the  encouragement  of  the  fishing  industry  ?  this  and  no  other  seems 
practicable."  But  even  so  the  question  is  not  wholly  answered,  for 
constantly  is  the  inquirer  met  with  the  assertion  that  the  terrific  force 
of  the  Atlantic,  and  the  frequency  and  violence  of  storms,  render 
fishing  so  precarious  and  uncertain  that  it  cannot,  as  now  carried  out, 
be  depended  upon  for  maintenance. 

This  is  everywhere  evidenced  by  the  statements  made  as  to  the 
loss  of  boats  and  nets,  involving  a  constant  need  for  costly  renewal 
of  materials.  The  frequent  interruptions  and  delays  in  the  sailings 
of  the  gunboats,  detailed  by  the  Admiralty  to  assist  in  the  distribution 
of  the  seed  potatoes  this  spring,  proves  that  even  for  powerful  vessels 
the  stormy  coast  is  no  imaginary  hindrance  to  the  development  of  the 
fishing  trade.  Nor  should  it  be  overlooked  that  doubts  are  in  some 
quarters  entertained  as  to  the  presence  of  fish  in  large  quantities  at 
a  short  distance  from  the  shore.  It  is  even  said  that  the  fish, 
formerly  plentiful  on  the  coasts  of  the  islands  of  Arran  and  Boffin, 
have  disappeared.  None  the  less  it  is,  as  has  been  said,  the  one 
industry  which  appears  to  open  a  door  of  hope  for  the  employment  of 
such  of  the  families  as  are  living  on  the  sea  coast,  and  as  such  is  it 
not  imperative  that  an  attempt  should  be  made  to  develop  it  to  the 
utmost  ?  With  the  uncertainty  which  surrounds  the  whole  question, 
and  the  cost  and  extent  of  any  investigations  conducted  on  a  scale 
large  enough  to  be  really  exhaustive,  it  seems  evident  that  no  private 
individual  or  company  can  be  expected  to  undertake  them.  Further 
than  this,  investigations  ought  to  be  made  simultaneously  at  various 
places  on  the  coasts,  and  to  be  effectual  should  be  carried  on  over  a 
lengthened  period,  and  might  involve  an  outlay  of  some  thousands 
of  pounds.  The  funds  necessary  can  alone  be  looked  for  from  the 
State,  and  in  pointing  to  the  Treasury  as  the  source  it  may  not  be 
amiss  to  remind  objectors  that  for  years  past  at  short  intervals, 
these  districts  have  been  and  even  now  are  the  recipients  of  grants 
and  other  measures  of  relief  from  the  Imperial  Exchequer,  which 
might  no  longer  be  needed  should  the  investigations  prove  satisfactory 
and  result  in  the  profitable  establishment  of  fisheries. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  these  investigations  proved  unsatisfactory, 


'.  ''I  -  i 


SUGGESTIONS,  39 


and  that  (as  some  fear)  fishing  on  the  West  Coast  of  Ireland  cannot 
be  made  a  profitable  industry,  the  fact  would  be  ascertained,  and  the 
mouths  of  those  who  believe  in  its  success  and  who  are  loudly 
denouncing  the  Government  for  their  indifference  to  the  question 
would  be  stopped. 

To  ensure  success,  let  a  Commission  of  Inquiry  be  at  once 
appointed  by  Parliament — wholly  without  reference  to  politics — 
largely  composed  of  practical  and  experienced  men,  who  shall  be 
empowered  to  obtain  the  paid  services  of  practical  fishermen, 
accustomed  to  all  kinds  of  sea-fishing.  These  men  should  be 
sought  for,  whether  engaged  on  the  East  Coasts  of  England  or 
Ireland,  and  especially  from  among  those  engaged  in  the  similar 
districts  on  the  North  Coasts  of  Scotland.  But  the  question  ought 
not  to  be  allowed  to  stop  here.  In  the  event  of  the  Report  of  the 
Commissioners  proving  encouraging,  powers  should  be  sought  and  a 
grant  obtained  to  initiate  and  establish  fisheries  on  a  considerable 
scale. 

The  grant  should  be  large  enough  to  defray  the  hire  or  purchase 
of  a  number  of  larger  or  smaller  boats  and  steam  trawlers,  to  employ 
and  train  the  men  and  make  use  of  the  boats  now  engaged  in  fishing, 
and  to  establish  fishing  schools  at  intervals  along  the  West  Coast 
similar  to  the  successful  schools  at  Baltimore,  Co.  Cork. 

Surely,  a  grant  of  £100,000  to  a  Commission  so  constituted — 
barely  the  annual  cost  of  1,000  police-constables — might  be  of 
incalculable  benefit. 

To  those  acquainted  with  the  districts  another  difficulty  will  at 
once  present  itself.  In  what  way  is  it  proposed  to  place  your  fish,  if 
caught,  in  markets  where  at  all  times  a  price  can  be  obtained  ? 
Largely,  probably,  by  means  of  steam  carriers.  But  not  wholly  so ; 
and  the  necessity  for  making  the  "  Tramways  Act "  of  1882  a  reality 
in  place  of  a  sham  is  at  once  made  evident.  The  powers  needed  for 
the  construction  of  the  light  railways  which  would  bring  the  West 
Coast  within  easy  reach  of  the  main  lines  of  railways  which  intersect 
Ireland,  exist,  but  are  a  dead  letter.  For  this  Act  as  it  now 
stands  is  no  more  applicable  to  the  districts  concerned  than  would  be 
an  Act  enabling  the  impoverished  East  Enders  to  build  houses  for 
themselves  which  omitted  to  lend  or  find  the  money  required. 

A  glance  at  the  accompanying  map  (to  which  I  bespeak  attention) 
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will  at  once  prove  how  impossible  it  is  for  any  industry  to  be 
successfully  carried  out  in  districts  which  lie  thirty  to  sixty  miles 
from  the  nearest  railway,  and  especially  so  for  the  one  industry  of 
the  district  which  deals  with  a  perishable  article  like  fish. 

It  is  not,  however,  for  this  alone,  as  I  have  often  pointed  out,  but 
for  every  other  consideration,  essential  that  the  State  should  step  in 
and  provide  the  moneys  needed  for  the  formation  of  the  steam  tram- 
ways or  light  railways,  which  are  required  if  these  districts  in  the 
West  of  Ireland  are  to  be  easily  governed  and  their  slender  resources 
developed.  The  value  of  such  connections  would  be  readily  under- 
stood by  the  existing  railway  companies,  with  whom  probably 
arrangements  could  most  beneficially  be  made  for  their  construction. 
The  details  I  do  not  attempt  to  enter  into,  further  than  to  again 
place  my  conviction  on  record  that  one  of  the  first  steps  in  the 
direction  of  any  permanent  improvement  or  amelioration  of  the 
condition  of  the  West  -  of  Ireland  consists  in  the  introduction  of 
means  of  ready  access  to  the  civilised  world. 

Unhappily  the  statement  of  that  which  is  needed  to  improve  and 
raise  the  condition  of  the  wretched  tenantry  of  the  West  does  not 
end  here.  In  advocating  means  for  the  extension  of  the  fishing 
industry,  it  will  at  once  be  evident  that  the  numbers  situate  on  the 
sea  coast,  although  very  considerable,  are  a  portion  only  of  the 
thousands  of  destitute  tenants  living  on  lands  under  £4  annual 
valuation  who  are  placed  at  a  distance  from  the  coast. 

Two  measures  have  at  various  times  been  warmly  advocated  for 
the  relief  of  the  West  of  Ireland — Migration  and  Emigration.  Apart 
from  other  objections  or  difficulties  the  costliness  of  the  former  has 
always  appeared  to  me  a  sufficient  reason  why  it  can  never  be  carried 
out  on  a  scale  extensive  enough  to  attain  the  object  in  view,  viz.,  the 
relief  of  the  congested  districts.  Nor,  I  may  add,  for  the  permanent 
benefit  of  those  migrated. 

Twenty  acres  of  land  is  by  a  sort  of  common  consent  taken  as  the 
minimum  quantity  upon  which  a  family  can  obtain  a  decent 
livelihood  in  the  West.  But  to  buy  the  land  and  to  place  a  family 
without  capital  upon  twenty  acres  of  land  worth  cultivating,  with  a 
decent  house  and  barn,  and  to  supply  one  of  these  with  the  capital 
needed  to  cultivate  and  stock  the  twenty  acres,  must  involve  an 
outlay  of  at  least   £400,  and  more  probably  £500  a  holding.     For 
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every  1,000  families  so  placed  the  outlay  would  be  £400,000  to 
£500,000,  and  to  produce  any  appreciable  effect  upon  the  congestion 
it  appears  needful  to  remove  ten  times  this  number,  involving  many 
millions  in  an  attempt  to  give  a  bare  maintenance  to  a  few  thousand 
families  upon  borrowed  money — the  interest,  i.e.,  rent,  of  which  it 
would  in  many  seasons  be  impossible  for  them  to  repay. 

Four  years  ago  a  Migration  Company  obtained  £50,000  under  the 
Arrears  Act  for  this  purpose,  but  hitherto  there  is  no  evidence,  so 
far  as  I  am  aware,  of  the  migration  of  a  single  family  from  the 
congested  districts. 

With  a  similar  amount  the  Committee  with  whom  I  had  the 
honour  to  be  associated,  assisted,  clothed,  and  placed  more  than  1,000 
families  with  their  friends,  in  positions  to  obtain  work,  in  the 
Colonies  and  United  States.* 

Their  success  has  been  attested  by  the  numerous  letters,  the  large 
sums  of  money  sent  home  to  friends  and  relations,  and  the  reports  of 
those  who  have  visited  them  in  their  new  homes.  Not  less  striking 
is  the  evidence  given  by  the  numerous  prepaid  passages  sent  to 
Ireland  by  emigrants,  to  enable  a  sister  or  brother  or  father  or 
mother  to  join  them  in  the  land  of  plenty.  These,  alas,  are  some- 
times rendered  useless  and  returned  to  the  sender,  owing  to  the 
extreme  poverty  of  the  recipient,  who  is  unable  to  find  the  needful 
clothing  and  fare  to  the  steamer.  These  cases  frequently  came 
under  our  notice  during  this  spring.  Thirty  or  more  such  persons  it 
was  our  happiness  to  send  rejoicing  on  their  way  this  year,  most  of 
whom  had  passage  tickets  which  had  been  held  three,  six,  or  nine 
months,  and  in  one  instance,  where  a  mother  who  had  sent  for  two  of 
her  children,  the  year  allowed  was  within  a  week  of  expiring. 

Whatever  percentage  may  be  deducted  for  failures  among  the 
emigrants  it  is  extremely  small  compared  with  the  successes,  and  no 
unprejudiced  observer  can,  I  think,  doubt  that  whether  as  regards 
the  immediate  or  future  benefit  of  those  who  require  assistance, 
emigration  is  infinitely  to  be  preferred  to  migration  as  a  cure  for 
congestion.  The  difference  in  the  cost  is,  as  it  has  been  shown, 
enormous  ;  for  every  1,000  families  placed  on  lands  in  Ireland, 
£400,000  or  £500,000  would  be  required,  whilst  for  a  like  amount, 
no    less    than   ten    times  the  same  number  of  families,  or    50,000 

*  Vide  Reports  of  Tuke  Fund  Committee,  1882-4. 
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persons,  could  be  placed  in  a  position  to  earn  large  wages   in   the 
Greater  Britain  of  our  Colonies,  or  in  the  United  States. 

But  it  may  be  said,  the  position  of  the  migrated  family  on  their 
twenty  acres  in  Ireland  must  be  superior  to  that  of  the  family  who, 
by  emigrating,  earn  wages  as  labourers  in  various  occupations.  To 
those  who  have  followed  the  fortunes  of  a  number  of  emigrants, 
witnessed  the  change  in  their  condition,  and  noticed  in  how  short  a 
time  the  savings  which  flow  from  the  high  wages  obtained  have 
enabled  many  to  become  the  owners  of  freeholds  of  sixty  to  120  acres 
of  land,  without  debt  or  loan  of  any  kind,  it  may  well  be  doubted 
whether,  even  on  this  ground  alone,  the  position  of  the  emigrant  is 
not  vastly  superior.  Those  who  are  acquainted  with  agriculture  in 
England  are  well  aware  that  the  man  who  farms  twenty  acres  of 
ordinary  land  under  ordinary  circumstances  barely  raises  himself 
above  the  position  of  a  well-paid  labourer.  There  is  no  hope  for  him 
that  at  some  future  day -he  or  his  sons  will,  by  their  savings,  be  able 
to  acquire  the  land  they  are  toiling  upon. 

It  must  not,  however,  be  overlooked  that  in  many  quarters 
Colonisation  is  strongly  urged  in  preference  to  Emigration  ;  and  it  is 
important  to  consider  how  far  its  claims  are  superior  to  the  latter. 

(1)  As  to  the  cost  (as  it  has  been  often  shown),  £150  (to  £200) 
is  needed  to  place  a  family  upon  the  160  acres  of  land  offered  free  by 
the  Canadian  Government,  and  £200  to  £250  for  sixty  to  100  acres 
in  such  of  the  Australasian  Colonies  as  make  grants  of  land  at  a 
low  or  nominal  price. 

The  cost  of  placing  1,000  families  as  Colonists  would,  therefore, 
be,  at  £150  per  family— £150,000,  as  against  the  £400,000  or  £500,000 
needed  for  migration,  or  the  £50,000  for  the  emigration  of  the  same 
number. 

The  difference  in  cost  between  colonisation  and  ordinary 
emigration,  great  as  it  is,  ought  not  to  be  allowed  at  once  to 
influence  the  judgment  in  deciding  against  the  merits  of  the  former 

It  is  well-known  that  various  proposals  have  been  made  by  the 
Canadian  Government  and  other  bodies,  for  placing  some  thousands 
of  Colonists  upon  free  grants  of  land  in  the  North  West  Territory. 
With  the  uncertainties  which  attend  any  great  experiment  it  is, 
perhaps,  not  wholly  to  be  regretted  when  dealing  with  the  fate  of  a 
large  number  of  families  that  the  larger  schemes  were,   from  various 
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causes,  allowed  to  drop.  On  the  other  hand,  it  would  have  been  of 
the  greatest  service  in  assisting  us  to  judge  of  any  more  extended 
scheme,  if  a  portion  of  one  of  the  liberal  proposals  made  by  the 
Canadian  Government,  some  years  ago,  had  been  tried. 

It  is  at  the  same  time  important  to  recall  that  two  small 
experiments,  conducted  with  every  care  and  precaution,  for  the  well- 
being  of  the  Colonists,  have  not  succeeded  as  regards  Irish 
Colonists: — the  one  under  the  charge  of*  Bishop  Ireland  in  his 
colonisation  villages  in  Minnesota,  and  the  other  under  Mr.  John 
Sweetman,  of  Currie,  Minnesota. 

The  cause  of  failure  in  both  cases  appears  to  have  been  the  same. 
The  Irish  Colonist,  taken  from  his  petty  holding  in  Ireland,  was  not 
fitted  by  his  previous  habits  and  education  for  the  new  and  strange 
conditions  under  which  he  was  placed.  The  solitariness  of  his 
position,  the  tall  prairie  grass  which  almost  prevented  his 
seeing  the  boundary  of  his  own  square  of  sixty  or  eighty 
acres,  became  intolerable.  The  inability  at  once  to  adapt 
himself  to  so  novel  a  life,  and  to  await  a  future  result,  com- 
bined with  the  large  wages  which  were  offered  him  for  labour, 
led  him  in  the  majority  of  cases  to  give  up  his  land  in  disgust. 
The  conclusion  of  the  earnest  men  who  sought  by  these  experiments 
to  assist  in  solving  the  question  of  Irish  distress  has  resulted  in  their 
changing  their  system,  and  in  taking  no  settlers  who  have  not  £100 
of  their  own. 

This  is  very  similar  to  the  circumstances  under  which  Lady 
Gordon  Cathcart's  experiment  with  a  few  Scotch  crofters  has  been 
carried  out. 

In  thus  stating  the  doubtful  results  of  past  efforts  to  colonise  with 
poor  Irish  tenants,  I  have  no  wish  to  discourage  some  further  attempt, 
provided  the  Colonists  are  accompanied  by  competent  advisers  or 
superintendents.  Indeed  I  wish  strongly  to  urge,  that  using  the 
experience  of  the  past,  a  further  experiment  in  colonisation  should  be 
made  with  twenty-five  or  fifty  selected  families  to  be  placed  on  lands 
in  the  North-Western  Territory  or  in  Western  Australia  (if  suitable 
land  can  be  obtained  there). 

In  the   experimental  stage  of  colonisation  as  regards  the   class 

*It  must  be  understood  that  I  do  not  refer  to  the  migration  of  Irish  or  other  families 
from  the  Eastern  States  to  Bishop  Ireland's  Western  villages.  This  has,  as  a  rule, 
been  very  successful. 
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under  consideration,  it  must,  I  think,  be  evident  that  it  cannot  at 
once,  if  ultimately,  be  depended  upon  for  the  relief  we  require. 

For  this  it  would  therefore  appear  we,  for  the  present,  are  thrown 
back  upon  the  ordinary  assisted  emigration. 

If  one  conclusion  is  more  deeply  impressed  upon  my  mind  than 
another  as  the  result  of  our  three  years'  work  in  assisting  emigrants 
from  Ireland,  it  is  the  necessity  for  the  most  careful  and  deliberate 
consideration  of  every  step  taken  in  the  work.  The  responsibility 
involved  in  even  facilitating  the  departure  of  those  who  were  so 
anxious  to  leave,  has  ever  seemed  to  me  a  most  serious  one.  Their 
future  good  or  evil  must  ever  be  borne  in  mind,  and  it  cannot  too 
often  be  repeated  that  mere  assisted  emigration  without  the  closest 
consideration  as  to  the  fitness  of  the  emigrants,  the  opportunities  for 
obtaining  employment,  and  the  suitability  of  the  destination  chosen 
by  them,  may  prove  a  curse  instead  of  a  blessing.  None  the  less  it  is 
my  happiness  to  believe  that  granted  these  considerations,  and  this 
personal  care,  emigration  has  proved  to  multitudes  of  poor  Irish  men 
and  women  a  boon  of  the  highest  magnitude.* 

What,  therefore,  seems  to  be  needed  for  the  relief  of  these 
districts  is  the  establishment  on  a  permanent  basis  of  an  emi- 
gration department,  which,  with  a  competent  staff,  and  the 
co-operation,  if  possible,  of  a  voluntary  committee,  combined  with 
systematic  and  careful  oversight  at  the  various  ports  of  departure 
and  arrival,  shall  from  year  to  year,  and  not  spasmodically,  deal 
with  all  applications  for  assisted  emigration,  and  advise  or  make 
grants  in  each  case  as  may  seem  for  the  best. 

In  thus  advocating  three  measures  for  the  relief  of  destitution  in 
the  West  of  Ireland — Encouragement  of  the  Fisheries,  Extension  of 
Tramways,  and  Emigration  or  Colonisation — I  do  not  overlook  that 
many  other  plans  may  with  advantage  be  employed,  nay,  must  be, 
before  the  desired  end  can  be  obtained.  But  whatever  these  may  be — 
"  Technical  Education  "  and  "  Encouragement  of  Native  Industries," 
or  an  extended  system  of  Arterial  Drainage — as  giving  employment 
to  the  people,  I  must  leave  them  to  their  special  advocates  to  promote 
to  the  utmost. 

Amidst  the  clash  of  political  warfare  by  which  we  are  surrounded, 

*  In  confirmation  of  this  see  letter  from  Rev.  M.  Mabony,  C.C.,  of  St.  Paul 
Minn.,  received  since  the  above  was  written,  giving  a  report  of  the  remarkable  well- 
doing of  a  number  of  Connemara  emigrants  sent  out  in  1883.     See  p.  46. 
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the  advocacy  of  simple  economic  measures  for  the  relief  of  the  chronic 
condition  of  the  West  of  Ireland  will,  I  doubt  not,  be  received  in  some 
quarters  with  indifference,  and  in  others  even  with  a  contemptuous 
smile.  If  so,  let  me  say  that  I  have  purposely  omitted  all  reference 
to  other  parts  of  Ireland,  and  the  measures  so  hotly  contested  by 
statesmen  and  politicians  on  either  side,  upon  the  issue  of  which  so 
much  depends  for  the  future  good  or  evil  of  Ireland,  and  if  of  Ireland 
hardly  less  of  Great  Britain.  In  this  issue  no  one  takes  a  deeper 
interest,  or  more  ardently  desires  a  wise,  comprehensive,  and  liberal 
settlement  of  the  all-absorbing  and  all-important  controversy  than 
I  do. 

But  in  the  portion  of  Ireland  under  consideration,  it  must,  I  think, 
be  admitted  on  all  sides,  that  the  evils  which  affect  the  people  can 
alone  be  removed  (if  at  all)  by  economic  measures,  and  not  by 
political  changes,  however  wide  their  scope.  Under  whatever  form 
of  Government  Ireland  may  in  the  future  exist,  these  evils  will 
perpetually  confront  it,  and  demand  a  recognition  and  solution.  It  is 
a  peculiar  condition  of  society  demanding  special  measures,  specially 
adapted  to  it.  It  is  one  which  "  no  citizen  of  the  United  Kingdom 
can  venture  to  think  he  is  not  deeply  interested  in,"  and  the  Govern- 
ment which  most  fully  recognises  and  accepts  its  responsibility  in  this 
light,  and  deals  with  the  evils  in  a  really  comprehensive  and  liberal 
spirit,  will  prove  to  be  the  most  stable  and  permanent,  and  cannot 
fail  to  win  the  confidence  and  attachment  of  the  people 
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REPORT   OF    SUCCESS    OF    EMIGRANTS    FROM   WEST 

OF   IRELAND. 

Assisted  by  the    Tuke    Committee  in   1883,  given  in  a  Letter  from  Rev. 

Father  Mahony. 


Under  date  of  St.  Paul,  November  5th,  1888. 

I  think  I  am  entitled  to  have  an  opinion  worth  hearing  as  to  the  condition  of 
the  "  Tuke  Emigrants"  to  Minnesota.  I  had  pitied — not  barrenly — their  con- 
dition at  home  ;  I  travelled  with  many  of  them  the  whole  way  from  Gal  way 
to  St.  Paul ;  I  was  with  them,  trying  to  help  them  through  their  home- 
sickness and  the  troubles  of  their  start  in  life  at  this  side.  And  since 
then,  frequently  visiting  them  in  their  homes,  or  meeting  them  in  the  streets,  or 
meeting  their  several  pastors,  I  have  been  able  to  inform  myself  as  to  their 
condition  and  progress,  and  I  can  say  they  have  been  lifted  to  quite  a  new 
life,  benefited  every  way,  and  are  right  along  doing  better  and  better.  I 
might  mistrust,  as  being  rather  too  favourable  to  the  change,  my  own  im- 
pression if  it  were  not  backed  on  every  side  by  those  of  pastors  with 
continuous  opportunities  for  observation.  But  particularly  and  most  notably 
it  is  backed  by  Bishop  Ireland,  who  declares  lately  that  the  change  in  their 
condition,  and  in  themselves  and  their  prospects,  in  every  way  is  positively 
marvellous,  and  that  "they  have  become  a  most  valuable  and  important  addition 
to  the  community."  That  Minnesota  has  been  a  land  of  fulfilment  is  very 
tellingly  shown  by  the  numbers  who  have  every  year  kept  coming  on  from 
Toronto  and  other  places  in  Canada  and  from  Ireland,  encouraged  by  the  good 
accounts  and  often  helped  by  the  prepaid  passage  tickets  of  their  friends  in  St. 
Paul. 

The  continuous  growth  and  improvement  in  the  twin  cities,  St. 
Paul  and  Minneapolis,  these  late  years,  have  been  occasioning  an  un- 
limited demand  for  just  the  sort  of  labour  and  service  suited  to  immigrants  from 
Ireland — common  labour  for  men  and  boys,  and  housework  for  girls.  With 
streets  in  every  direction  to  be  opened  and  graded,  or  widened,  and  again 
and  again  cut  through  for  sewer-pipes,  water-pipes,  gas-pipes,  there  has 
been  every  year,  from  the  opening  of  spring  until  well  into  winter, 
work  for  every  comer  who  could  handle  a  pick  or  a  shovel,  and 
never  at  less  than  a  dollar  and  a  half  a  day,  and  during  part  of  the  time  a 
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dollar  and  three-quarters  and  even  two  dollars  a  day.  Even  in  the  winter,  when 
no   more   grading   of  the   roads  could   be  done,   men  got  a  dollar  and  three- 
quarters  a  day  for  only  clearing  off  the  snow  and  ice  from  the  sidewalks  and  the 
street-car  tracks.     In  St.   Paul  particularly  the  "Ice  Palace"  has  served  to 
prolong  work  and  keep  up  wages  all  through  the  winter.    And  at  the  same  time 
that   there  is  work  for  men  out  of  doors  there  is  also  a  constant  demand  for 
females  indoors,  in  private  families,  hotels,  boarding-houses,  laundries,  at  wages 
ranging  from  eight  to  sixteen  dollars  a  month  for  ordinary  housework.     In  this 
line  the  demand  is  always  in  excess  of  the    supply.       So  the    Irish    emigrants 
could  not  but  find  it  well  for  them  to  be  here.     Really,  even  a  little  nurse-girl, 
only  able  to  wheel  around  a  perambulator,  might  support  all  alone  a  large  family. 
.     And  as  none  of   the    emigrant    families  are   without    some  wage- 
earners,  and  most   of   them  have  several,  they  have  been  taking  and  saving 
such  sums  of   money  as  no  outsider   could  have  a   notion  of    till   he   calcu- 
lated them,   or   some  accident  revealed  them  to  him.      Where   the   ordinary 
impression   may  be  to  the  contrary,   it  is  usually   a  case  of  more   developed 
"acquisitiveness."     As  contrasted  with  an  American  artisan's  neat  house,  and 
even  with  a  Scandinavian,   or  German,  or  poor  Polish  immigrant's  interiorly 
home-like  shanty,  the  "  Connemara's  "  home  is  deceptive.     It  is  often  bare, 
unpartitioned,    unplastered,    unpapered  —  such    as    his    former    poverty,     or 
abiding  fear  of  "  a  rise  "  of  rent  upon  any  show  of  "  style,"  has  trained  his  soul, 
without  any  aesthetic  torture,   to  look   at  and   live  in.     And   sometimes  when 
benevolent  people,  whether  on  the  part  of  the  city  or  some  private  society,  go  in 
quest  of  objects  of  charity,  they  can  get  accommodated,  of  course.       But  let  not 
even  the  priest  expect  to  get  to  know  and   note  down  what,   when  the  occasion 
arises,    can  be  produced  from   the  red   box   or  the  rafters,  in  rolls  of  green- 
backs or    deposit    certificates  for    hundreds  of   dollars,    and    beyond.      Flour, 
bread,  meat,  groceries,  and  the  common  sort  of  wearables,   are  comparatively 
very  cheap  ;  of  even  the  beer  this  may  be  said,  that  it  is  "  werry  fillin'  "  at  the 
price,  a  dollar  for  a  ten-gallon  keg.     So  that  if  the  Irish  immigrants  do  not,  after 
a  couple  of  years,  like  others  coming  as  poor  as  they  are  from  other  countries, 
own  their  houses  and  lots,  free  of  all  burden  of  rent  for  ever,  it  is  because  they 
do  not  set  their  minds  on  doing  so.     They  are  afraid,   traditionally,   of  putting 
their  savings  anywhere  but   into  the  stocking  or  the  bank.       Being  so  accus- 
tomed to  rent,  they  easily  fall  into  renting  still,   and  come  in  a  few   years  to 
have  paid  out  in  rent  for  the  passing  use  of  a   house   as   much    as  might  have 
bought  it  outright  or  built  one  free  for  ever  ;  and  again,  seeing  limitless  ground 
lying  idle  around  them  or  growing  weeds,  they  cannot  readily  see   the  benefit 
of  paying  some  hundreds  of  dollars,  it  may  be,  for  a  few  square  feet  of  it.  They 
have  on  this  account  missed  splendid  opportunities.     Even  now,   however,  the 
poorest  may  begin  to   own  their  little   places  by   aid   of  some  safe   building 
society.     By  the  end  of  1887  a  good  number  of  the  assisted  emigrants   had 
bought  and  owned  their  houses  and  lots  ;  and,  after  their  example,  and  favoured 
by  the  continuous  good  wages  and  the  temporary  set-back  in  the  price  of  real 
estate,  doubtless  a  great  many  more  will  have  done  so  by  the  end  of  this  year.* 
This  landed-proprietorship,  with  all  that  it  involves,  is  a  great  means  of  incor- 
porating them  into  the  social  and  civic  life  of  the  rest  of  the  population.  This  is 

*  "P.S. — Nov.  8th,  1888.     They  have  done  so;  one  of  them  assured  me  yesterday : 
'  There's  hardly  one  now  but  what  has  got  a  lot  in  some  shape.'  " 
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being  done  right  along,  even  with  the  old.  The  close  balance  of  the  two  political 
parties  serves  to  hurry  it  up.  The  meetings  for  church  services,  with  the 
more  old-settled  and  the  natives,  have  strong  influence  in  this  direction.  The 
young  men  or  "the  greenhorns "  need  but  a  short  time  to  get,  in  dress  and 
speech  and  look,  into  "the  hang  "  of  the  country  ;  the  young  women  still  less  ; 
it  is  marvellous  how  they  brighten  up  and  improve  every  way.  With  hardly  an 
exception  the  girls  of  "the  Connemaras"  are  respected  and  trusted  and  treasured 
as  wives  or  domestics.  So  with  the  little  girls  of  the  several  families,  even 
where  their  brothers  are  slovenly,  or  loafers  and  bad,  they  are  cleanly  and 
bright,  and  eager  to  go  to  school  and  church  and  Sunday-school,  and  everyway 
the  peers  of  their  American  coevals,  or  ahead  of  them,  as  I  thought.  In  even 
the  most  poor-looking  shanties  there  are  abundant  supplies  of  the  very  best  kind 
of  food  :  sacks  of  wheat-flour,  loaves  of  the  whitest  bread  (home-made  and 
baker's),  butter,  groceries  of  the  primest  brand,  meat,  even  fresh  butcher's 
meat — more  meat,  and  more  belief  in  it,  and  more  of  the  butcher's  labour  in  it, 
than  is  good  for  the  people's  pockets  and  health-  Not  in  the  best  hotels  have  I 
been  able  to  sniff  the  full  "  Oolong  "  aroma  as  from  the  black  porcelain  teapots 
in  the  shanties  of  the  "Connemaras."  That  these  want  the  "best"  is  well  known 
to  the  grocers,  and  it  is  got  for  them.  I  have  no  doubt  they  spend  for  groceries 
three  or  four  times  as  much  as  others.  The  vast  improvement  in  their  condition 
is  often  heartily  adverted  to  by  the  emigrants.  They  are  not  merely  satisfied,  but 
"  enthused  "  with  the  change.  If  any  wish  to  see  again  Old  Ireland  it  is  as 
American  tourists. 

It  would  add  unspeakably  to  the  comfort  and  the  start  in  life  as  well  as  the 
constant  earning-power  and  the  social  standing  of  emigrants  if,  before  leaving 
Ireland,  they  were  posted  on  how  to  do  and  live  and  work  here.  Surely 
it  would  be  possible,  easy  even,  at  fairs  and  pattens  and  church-service 
gatherings,  by  plain  speech  and  object  illustrations,  to  instruct  the  vast 
numbers  destined  to  emigrate  on  how  to  do  at  this  side,  the  males  and  the 
females  in  their  several  lines  ;  how  to  get  about  building  and  fixing  up  a  shanty, 
to  manage  the  American  stove,  to  cook  and  keep  house  economically.  The 
pork  gone  for,  and  fetched  from  the  butcher's  at  eight  or  ten  cents  the  pound, 
could  be  bought  in  a  dressed  hog  for  three  cents,  or  alive  for  two.  And  so  of 
other  things.  The  actual  exhibition  of  the  extra  handful  of  heavy  dollar- 
pieces  to  be  secured  in  one  month  by  handiness  in  cooking,  baking,  laundry- 
work,  &c,  would  wake  up  many  an  otherwise  heedless  girl  to  become  in  no 
time  a  proficient  in  all  these,  and  able  at  this  side  to  get  anything  she  chose  to 
ask  in  wages  and  general  treatment.  And  so  for  other  kinds  of  crafts.  The 
genius  of  this  country  and  the  dearness  of  labour  call  for  "  all-round"  handiness. 
Dull  German  and  Scandinavian  boys  will  in  a  week  or  less  qualify  themselves  to 
run  a  steam-heating  engine,  and  thereby  have  open  co  them  chances  of  forty- 
five  dollars  a  month  when,  without  this  bit  of  knowledge,  they  would  have  to 
take  only  ten  or  fifteen  dollars,  or  even  be  idle.  Last  spring,  on  a  building  in 
front  of  my  house,  Scandinavians  and  others  were  getting  in  the  several  lines 
of  work  from  two  dollars  fifty  cents  up  to  seven  dollars  the  day,  the  last  for 
plain  brick-setting  ;  two  Irishmen  were  at  the  painful,  dangerous  hod-carrying 
for  only  one  dollar  fifty  cents.  Women  sometimes  fall  into  the  habit  of  daily 
beer-parties,  for  want  of  something  to  do,  whilst  they  might  have — only  they 
have  never  comtemplated  the  thing — regular  rounds  of  little  jobs  at  scrubbing 


#t; 


REPORTS  OF  SUCCESS  OF  EMIGRANTS.  49 

and  housework,  and  earn  even  more  tham  their  husbands.  It  is  only  some  time 
after  reaching  America  that  they  learn  how  other  women  do,  and  how  they 
might  do,  but  meantime  they  have  settled  down  into  doing  nothing,  and  they 
stay  there.  And  the  drink,  in  view  of  the  immense  numbers  always  coming  to 
America,  and  the  all-in-all-ness  here  of  sobriety,  of  total  abstinence  even — all 
the  drink  of  the  old  country  ought  to  be  made  bitter  and  nauseous,  as  with  aloes, 
so  as  to  utterly  disgust  and  wean  people  from  all  desire  or  taste  for  it  ;  or, 
better  yet,  the  grain  wasted  to  make  it  should  be  saved  to  stop  hunger  and  the 
chronic  wail  of  distress  ;  and  the  manufacture  of  the  worthless,  mischievous 
thing  should  entirely  cease. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  very  interesting  summary,  Father 
Mahony  gives  a  detailed  report  of  visits  recently  paid  to  over  fifty  of 
our  Connemara  families  in  or  near  St.  Paul,  from  which  I  select 
the  following  cases  : — 

No.  1. — T.  F.,  notwithstanding  that  he  brought  with  him  from  the  old 
country  a  good  deal  of  sickness  in  his  family  and  a  rather  feeble  constitution  in 
himself,  has  already  reached  a  quite  independent  position.  His  three  girls,  aged 
21,  15,  and  14,  had  places  in  the  Ryan  Hotel,  one  at  fourteen  dollars  and  the 
other  two  at  twelve  dollars  each  per  month,  with  their  board.  One  of  his  boys 
was  what  would  be  called  down  east  and  in  the  old  country  "  on  service,"  but  is 
not  called  so  here  ;  he  was  "hired  out  "  with  some  gentleman  in  the  city  for  four- 
teen dollars  a  month  and  board.  And  the  boy  worked  by  the  day,  at  one  dollar 
twenty-five  cents  per  day.  T.  F.  himself  had  constant  work,  summer  and 
winter,  at  one  dollar  fifty  cents  per  day.  With  his  own  and  the  young  people's 
earnings  he  had  bought,  for  650  dollars,  a  lot  and  house.  This  house  is  thirty 
feet  by  twenty  feet,  has  four  or  five  separate  compartments,  snugly  plastered, 
and  comfortably  and  even  neatly  furnished  ;  the  front  parlour  an  esquire  need 
not  be  ashamed  of.  The  house  and  furniture  were  insured  for  a  thousand 
dollars. 

No.  2. — A.  O'D.,  with  his  three  or  four  sons  and  one  daughter,  lives  in  the 
same  block  as  T.  F.,  in  the  north-western  side  of  St.  Paul.  They  have  been 
doing  very  well.  The  girl  helps  the  mother  to  keep  house,  and  the  boys  and 
father  work  out.  For  about  four  months  of  the  year  they  had  been  getting 
each  two  dollars  a  day,  and  the  day,  it  should  be  understood,  is  from  7  a.m.  to 
to  6  p.m.,  with  an  hour  off  for  dinner.  In  the  shorter  days  of  winter,  work 
ceases  at  5  or  4.30,  and  the  pay  drops  to  one  dollar  fifty  cents  or  one  dollar 
twenty-five  cents.  The  O'D.'s  had  bought  two  lots,  costing  one  600  and  the 
other  500  dollars,  and  had  built  and  furnished  a  good  story-and-a-half-house, 
twenty-four  feet  by  sixteen  feet,  besides  the  kitchen.  The  young  people's 
rather  surprising  backwardness  in  English  at  the  start  has  been  disappearing 
before  the  influence  of  the  night-schools  and  other  means  of  education.  They 
are  remarkably  temperate  and  even  "teetotal."     And  this  is  everything. 

No.  3. — M.  O'D.  and  his  family  have  done  bravely  from  the  start  ;  own — 
and  in  a  good  part  of  the  city,  too — a  lot  and  house,  and  have  saved  considerable 
money.  They  paid,  a  short  time  ago,  the  passage  to  St.  Paul  of  a  cousin,  T.  F. 
He,  after  his  arrival,  met  a  bad  accident  on  the  railroad,  and  had  not  yet  got 
damages. 
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No.  4. — T.  S.  was  still  renting  the  house  he  occupied.  Two  of  his  daughters 
had  married.  The  wages  of  himself  and  his  unmarried  children  amounted 
altogether  to  116  dollars  the  month,  and  were  constant.  Two  of  the  boys  worked 
in  a  shoe  factory.     This  family  is  a  solid  acquisition  to  the  Republic. 

No.  5,— M.  M'D,  with  a  family  of  only  young  children,  shews  how  rapidly  a 
poor  man,  even  only  a  labouring  man,  can  attain  independence.  At  the  cost  of 
seventy  dollars  he  got  himself  a  roomy  house,  with  good  yard  and  shed  for  his 
cows.  From  the  milk  of  these — and  their  grass  costs  him  nothing — his  wife, 
besides  keeping  the  family  in  milk  and  butter,  sells  eight  quarts  a  day.  The 
combined  earnings  of  man  and  wife  are  sometimes  over  sixty  dollars  the  month. 
They  have  bought  a  lot  for  500  dollars,  and  are  on  the  high  road  to  wealth.  They 
educate  their  children  too. 

No.  6.— T.  L.,  wife,  and  six  children  first  went  to  Pembroke,  Canada, where 
he  got  work  on  the  railroad  at  one  dollar  fifty  cents  the  day,  and  his  wife  at 
washing  at  from  seventy-five  cents  to  a  dollar  the  day,  besides,  on  many  a  day, 
two  dollars'  worth  in  kind.  But,  with  kindness  on  every  hand  and  all  sorts  of 
prosperity,  she  was  lonesome,  and  they  came  to  St.  Paul,  where  the  eldest 
boy  makes  fifty  cents  a  day,  and  the  father,  labouring  for  the  city,  nine  or  ten 
dollars  the  week,  not  missing  four  days  in  the  twelvemonth.  He  is  already 
"independent." 

With  him  went  to  Pembroke  :  T.  C.  gone  to  Pittsburg,  T.  D.  gone  to 
Pittsburg,  T.  M.  gone  to  Pittsburg  and  back  to  Ireland — though  in  Pembroke 
they  had  all  found  the  utmost  kindness. 

No.  7. — T.  O'T.,  wife,  and  six  children,  the  younger  ones  going  to  school, 
the  eldest  son  and  the  father  making  together  from  eighteen  to  twenty  dollars  a 
week  throughout  the  year,  and  saving  a  good  deal  of  money. 

No.  8. — P.  T.  H.  is  a  "section  boss"  on  railroad,  with  forty-five  dollars  a 
month  and  house  free.     He  has  bought  a  lot,  and  has  quite  a  deal  of  money. 

No.  9.— M.  M.,  constant  work  at  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  the  day  ;  has 
bought  his  lot  and  a  house. 

No.  10.— S.  A.  originally  sent  to  Waseca,  went  to  St.  Paul,  and  from  there, 
through  the  influence  of  Father  K.,  went  and  settled  on  a  corner  of  the 
latter's  father's  farm  in  Goodhue  County,  where  he  has  had  steady  work,  a 
comfortable  home,  and  excellent  educational  opportunities  for  his  children. 
He  has  been  very  lucky. 

No.  11. — J.  D.  owns  his  lot  and  house  in  Waseca,  and,  with  his  boys  M.  and 
T. ,  has  constant  work' on  the  railroad  at  one  dollar  twenty-five  cents,  making, 
the  three  of  them,  one  hundred  dollars  a  month.  His  nephew  C,  who  has 
married  one  of  the  Connemara  girls,  has  the  same  kind  of  work  and  pay.  The 
two  youngest  children  go  to  school  and  are  very  bright.  The  whole  family  are 
"doing  very  nicely," Father  C.  says. 

No.  12. — M.  D.  went  with  his  family  to  a  place  about  four  miles  from 
Waseca  ;  there  he  now  owns  forty  acres  (freehold),  and  a  house  ;  his  girls  B.  and 
M.  have  been  very  steady  and  helped  him  right  along,  whether  at  home  or 
working  out  at  eight  or  ten  dollars  a  week.  The  boys  get  constant  employment 
as  hired  helps  to  farmers  around  or  at  home,  and  have  become  bright  dashing 
young  men,  peers  of  their  best  American  coevals,  and  are  going  to  be  owners  of 
fine  homes,  every  one.  M.   M. 
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Showing  the    benefits   accruing  to  the   districts  from   which    the 

Emigrants  ivere  selected. 


In  my  evidence  before   the  Royal  Commission  on  Public    Works, 
1888,  I  pointed  out  that  great  benefit  had  accrued  to  the  districts  in 
the  West  of  Ireland,  from  whence  emigrants  had  been  assisted  by  the 
Tuke    Committee   in  1883-5.     Thus    in   Clifden  Union,  in    the  Co. 
Galway,  containing  a  population  of  24,000  persons,  from  whence  over 
2,000    emigrants   were  assisted,    large    sums    have    annually     been 
received  by  their  friends.  In  1883-4  it  was  estimated  that  £2,000  had 
been  received,  and  since  that  time  the  amount  has  annually  increased, 
so  that  in  1888  the  amount  was  estimated  at  £8,000.     One  gentle- 
man told  me  that  all  the  tenants  on  his  estate  received  sums  varying 
from  £2  to  £12.     Some  of  the  money  is  sent  by  girls  to  bring  out  a 
father  or  mother,  and  especially  their  sisters.    Two  girls  had  sent  £20 
to  their  mother,  others  had  sent  £40,  and  in  one  case  even  £70  had 
been  received  by  the  parents  of  a  girl.     A  large  number  of  persons 
are  leaving  this  year  (1889)  wholly  or  in  part  assisted  by  their  friends 
and  500  emigrants,  chiefly  single  persons,  left   Clifden  Union  last 
year. 

As  showing  the  benefits  conferred  upon  the  districts  in  the 
consolidation  of  holdings,  from  which  the  emigrants  have  been  sent, 
the  following  extract  from  a  letter  from  Belmullet,  dated  June, 
1889,  gives  striking  proof: "  I  visited  Tip  a  few  days  since.  It  is  quite 
a  strange  thing  to  see  a  relieving  officer  there  now.  Out  of  the 
thirty- two  houses  there,  before  the  1883  emigration  began,  twelve 
only  remain;  nearly  all  the  people  there  are  now  comfortable,  they 
have  large  crops,  each  man  having  two  and  some  three  and  even 
four  holdings  taken  up  and  added  to  his  own  which  formerly 
belonged  to  our  emigrants.  The  houses  also  are  now  nearly  all 
built  of  stone  instead  of  sod  as  formerly  and  are  much  improved." 
Tip  is  situated  in  the  Belmullet  Union,  and  was  looked  upon 
as  the  poorest  portion  of  the  poorest  union  in  Ireland. 

J.  H.  T. 
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Mr.  Ridgway  begs  to  call  attention  to  the  following  important  Notices  of  the 
First  Edition  of  this  pamphlet,  published  August  1st,  1880  : — 

"Ikish  Distress  and  its  Remedies. "--Under  this  title  Mr.  Tuke  has  published  a 
most  moderate,  most  instructive,  and  most  suggestive  pamphlet.  Lord  Monteagle,  in  a 
letter  to  the  Times,  confessed  that  Mr.  Tuke's  pamphlet  influenced  his  vote  in  favour  of 
Mr.  Forster's  Bill.  It  is  not  improbable  that  a  g©od  many  of  those  who  voted  against  the 
Bill  would  have  been  similarly  influenced  if  they  had  taken  as  much  trouble  as  Lord 
Monteagle  to  master  the  facts  and  consider  them  less  passionately.  We  are  not  surprised 
that  Lord  Monteagle  was  impressed  with  the  strength  of  the  case  made  out  by  Mr.  Tuke, 
quite  incidentally,  in  favour  of  Mr.  Forster's  Bill.  The  facts  were  all  collected  before  Mr. 
Forster's  Bill  was  thought  of  ;  most  of  them,  indeed,  while  the  late  Government  was  still 
in  office.  We  have  called  attention  elsewhere  to  Mr.  Tuke's  article  in  the  Nineteenth 
Century  on  the  question  of  a  Peasant  Proprietary  in  Ireland,  and  therefore  we  need 
not  now  dwell  on  his  discussion  of  the  same  subject  in  his  pamphlet. — Spectator, 
August  7,  1880. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Tuke,  who  visited  Connaught  in  1847,  in  connection  with  the  relief  expedi- 
tion of  Mr.  William  Forster,  the  father  of  the  present  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland,  has 
published,  through  Mr.  Ridgway,  an  account  of  the  journey  over  the  same  ground,  with 
a  similar  object,  in  the  spring  of  the  current  year,  which,  as  appears  from  the  recent 
debates  in  the  House  of  Lords,  is  attracting  much  attention.  The  facts  and  observations 
assembled  in  this  little  volume  are  of  peculiar  interest  at  this  moment.  They  have  a 
distinct  bearing  on  the  question  which  Parliament  has,  for  a  time,  at  least,  determined. 
...  Mr.  Tuke's  clear  and  impartial  evidence.  .  .  . — Pall  Mall  Gazette,  August  4. 

On  any  question  connected  with  Irish  Distress  Mr.  Tuke  possesses  singular  claims  to 
deferential  hearing.  During  the  terrible  famine  of  1846-7,  he  was  over  here  as  the  Agrent 
of  the  Relief  Committee  of  the  Society  of  Friends  when  they  distributed  £200,000,  and  he 
was  associated  in  the  work  of  relief  with  our  present  Chief  Secretary  and  with  his  father. 
Mr.  Tuke,  as  well  as  Mr.  Forster,  learned  then  a  great  deal  connected  with  the  social 
misery  of  Ireland  and  with  the  causes  of  the  misery.  Not  the  least  important  part  of  this 
seasonable  and  well-considered,  expostulation  is  that  he  treats  the  Irish  particular  question 
on  Imperial  grounds,  and  shows  that  the  interests  of  every  dependency  of  Great  Britain 
are  in  some  sense  directly  involved  in  the  equitable  settlement  of  Land  Tenure  in 
Ireland.— Freeman's  Journal,  August  3. 

Mr.  Tuke's  pamphlet  ....  is  characterised  throughout  with  deep  sympathy  for 
Ireland,  and  an  earnest  desire  to  get  at  the  root  of  the  evils  from  which  the  country 
suffers.  There  are  innumerable  facts  in  the  pamphlet  which  it  is  important  to  make 
known  as  widely  as  possible  in  view  of  the  announced  intention  of  the  Government  to 
legislate  shortly  on  the  whole  intricate  subject  of  the  Irish  Land  Question.  Mr.  Tuke's 
testimony  as  that  of  an  entirely  unbiassed  observer  is  of  the  highest  value,  and  we  trust 
to  see  it  repeated  before  the  Royal  Commission,  &c. — Irish  Times,  August  2. 

When  any  great  subject  occupies  for  a  continuance  the  public  mind,  or  when  the 
public  are  held  face  to  face  with  some  great  public  crisis,  it  generally  happens  that  some 
one  published  c  momentary  on  the  situation  takes  hold  of  general  attention,  and  produces 
more  effect  than  anything  else  in  the  formation  of  opinion.  Mr.  Tuke's  pamphlet  on  the 
condition  of  Ireland  deserves  to  take  this  position  at  the  present  juncture.  Written 
absolutely  without  prejudice— except  prejudices  against  people  being  starved  or  left  in 
remediable  but  unremedied  misery — this  pamphlet  tells  an  unvarnished  tale  of  the  present 
woes  and  permanent  disadvantages  of  Ireland.  No  one  can  read  it  without  feeling  that 
Mr.  Tuke  ...  is  an  absolutely  truthful  witness. — Liverpool  Daily  Post, 
August  14. 
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